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CLARE PARISH COUNCIL
NOTES FOR UNDERTAKERS
1. Fees are fixed by the Parish Council; details of fees and forms are available from the Cemetery Officer. 

2. Forty-eight hours notice must be given before Interment, when fees must be paid.  A shorter period may be accepted but this is at the discretion of the Parish Council.
3. The Certificate of Exclusive Rights of Burial will be issued by the Cemetery Officer on receiving notice of Interment.  

4. Design of any headstone must be submitted for approval in advance. Fees payable for the erection of a headstone must be paid at the time the Parish Council’s permission is given and before the work is commenced. The Cemetery Office will require notice in writing and payment of appropriate fees before the erection of headstone. The owner must keep the headstone in good repair. If not, the Parish Council reserves the right to issue a notice to the owner stating the work which needs to be carried out. If the work stated is not carried out, the Parish Council will either remove the headstone or have it repaired at the owner’s expense and the owner shall be liable to pay such costs upon receipt of a written demand from the Parish Council to that effect. 

5. The site of any grave shall be at the sole discretion of the Parish Council. Graves are currently allocated at the time of the first bereavement, and two adjacent plots may be purchased at that time for further family interments. The next available space in line is offered. 

6. Parishioners may purchase two adjacent grave spaces as a family burial place. 

7. A Certificate of Exclusive Rights of Burial will be issued to the purchaser. 

8. Exclusive Rights of Burial in a grave space can be purchased for a period of fifty years. After this time, all rights will revert to the Parish Council. 

9. Owners of the Exclusive Rights of Burial or their personal representative cannot transfer their rights to anyone, without the consent of the Parish Council. 

10.  All Registrations of Burials will be kept in the Parish Council Office and may be inspected by prior appointment with the Cemetery Officer. A plan of the Cemetery, and an index, which shows the situation of the graves, is kept in the Parish Council Office. 

11.  All graves shall be dug by a person who has been given the Parish Council’s prior authority to do so; and all excess soil must be removed by such person from the grave area and be deposited in the compound provided at the bottom of the Cemetery.  

12.  No grave shall be dug within 600 mm from the road and 300 mm from the paths.  Interments will not be permitted in the Chapel. 

13.  After Interment, a form supplied by the Registrar should be completed and signed, then returned to the Cemetery Officer, for onward transmission to the Registrar of Births and Deaths. 

14.  The Cemetery was designated a ‘Lawn Cemetery’ in 1984. A grave shall not be raised above ground level. Only headstones are permitted on graves in the Cemetery and new Cemetery Extension. They must be erected vertically and in line with the headstone, and if any, on the adjoining grave. Only vases contained in the headstone are permitted. 

15.  As soon as possible after Interment the grave area must be seeded with grass or have turf laid upon it. 

16. Headstones must not exceed 900 mm in height nor have a width of more than 770 mm and shall be of natural stone approved in writing by the Parish Council. The headstone will normally be inscribed with the name of the deceased, age, date of birth/death and an epitaph. 
Any memorial commemorating a cremated person in the cremation area shall not be more than 600mm high and 450 mm wide. These may be vertical or horizontal. The Parish Council must approve in advance the erection of wooden crosses. These must be made of hardwood not less than 80mm wide and 50mm thick. When erected the cross must not exceed 900mm in height or span more than 600mm. 
All designs for memorials shall be submitted to the Cemetery Officer in advance for approval.
By order of Clare Parish Council, July 2010
