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Europe en Berry-Touraine

Including

International Football Tournament
Part Deux
From 11 to 14 July Clare Town Lions paid their first visit to Châtillon-sur-Indre in a return match following the first-ever tournament in April.  They were accompanied by students from Stoke College, who were visiting to perform singing and dancing as part of the cultural exchanges between the two towns.
The Journey Down:  The combined party gathered together by the Clare Pavilion to board the coach to Châtillon.  The midnight train under the tunnel saw everyone enter France in the very early hours of Sunday, 11 July.  Unfortunately, the SatNav used by the driver did not have modern roads in its system.  This confusion led to the coach arriving in Châtillon nearly three hours later than planned.
The Event:  The four-day event was organised by three of the town’s associations, together with the Mairie (Town Hall).  The town welcomed visitors from Italy, Bulgaria and the UK.   In addition to the many months of preparation and organisation , over two hundred volunteers from the town worked tirelessly to ensure the international visitors were welcomed, accommodated, fed and entertained.
The Reception:  The town had laid on a buffet during which the guests and their host families met each other.  Everyone then went off to their respective accommodation to rest and to recover from the journey.  The Lions stayed in a combined gite, complete with pool and BBQ.
The World Cup Final:  Being footballers, this was one of the reasons for arriving on the Sunday.  Inside the large sports hall was a screen for showing the final.  To make it darker, the authorities had covered the outside with black plastic.  Inside was considerably warmer than outside!  Fortunately, the trestle tables outside had a small TV with them so everyone could watch the final unfold its weary way to the predicted (by octopus) result.  The town had provided another buffet.  In the warm sunny evening the whole relaxed atmosphere was a good introduction to the hospitality of Châtillon.
The Official Reception:  Monday saw the welcome speeches, exchanges of gifts and the playing of national anthems of Italy (represented by Solferino), Bulgaria (represented by Haskovo, Mayor Georgi Ivanov) and Great Britain (represented by Clare), culminating with the Marseillaise and the European Union.  The mayors of each visiting town gave a short speech.  These were followed by speeches the European Deputy, Mme Sophie Auconie,  and the from the Préfet de L’Indre and Representing Clare was Keith Haisman, chair of the parish council, with Michel Hétroy, mayor of Châtillon.  Mayors from other local and distant towns attended the event.
After all the official bits, dancers and musicians from Bulgaria entertained those gathered.  The dancers and singers, in beautiful national costumes, were from a nationally recognised troupe in Bulgaria, and the Jazz guitarist, Dimitov Rusev, is an internationally famous Jazz musician. There having been several outbursts of rain, including some thunder, before and during the speeches, a reliable street cleaner endeavoured to clear away the puddles, with only limited success.  Despite this ‘English weather’, neither the entertainers nor their audience was the slightest bit bothered.

Official Dinner:  
Dignitaries and guests had lunch with Mayor Hétroy whilst others dined outside.  This lunch was complimentary.  Afterwards, Henry II and Eleanor of Aquitaine guided visitors around Châtillon, describing his rule of the town in the 12th century.  There was also a coach trip to the Chateau of Palluau-sur-Indre.
European Market:  

Over 60 stalls were situated throughout the centre of Châtillon.  Clare was situated next to the Bulgarian stall.  Next to this was the English Tea Rooms stall, manned by LACC.  Clare offered for sale home-made cakes, biscuits and scones generously provided by the Mums and Dads of footballers and students.  Some Clare businesses provided items for sale, many of which were eagerly bought by locals and their friends.

The English Tea Rooms were busy throughout, offering a typical English afternoon tea, complete with teacakes, jam and cream.  Of all the stalls in the European Market, it appeared to be the only one with chairs and tables and hence was a good refuge for aching feet and their owners!

Periodically, the Bulgarian musicians entertained with singing and dancing.  Elsewhere, local and visiting entertainers, including Stoke College students, provided their own individual brands of music and dancing.

This market lasted from 10:00 until 20:00 and, apart from a slack period during lunch, had plenty of customers.  The sun shone, there was wind to keep people cool and no rain!
Football Tournament:  
Clare, in Division C, fought back and won, 3-1, against Châtillon, top of League A.  Their dads drew their match, 2-2.  Having been taken by surprise in April, everyone had been practicing and it showed!  The two trophies, the World Cup and the Clare Business Association Invitation Shield, are now in Clare and will go on public view – until the next time!
During the afternoon, there were other sporting activities, such as tennis, badminton and boules.

Evening:  
Once the market was over, there was more dancing by the Bulgarians, dancing by local majorettes and a wind concert by musicians of Châtillon.  Once it became dark, children, and some adults, held candlelit lanterns in a parade through Châtillon to the swimming pool.  

Fortunately, the wind had died down by now allowing the bonfire to be lit.  Then, the Chinese lanterns were lit and, eventually, took off into the night air.  Naturally, such a spectacular could only be followed by more singing and dancing.
Fète National:  

This is the French national day, formally Bastille Day.  It began with a parade of war veterans and local dignitaries, lead by the local fire brigade and majorettes and wind instruments from Châtillon.  Michel Hétroy, Keith Haisman and other dignitaries laid wreaths at the war memorial.  Flags were lowered; there was silence for two minutes, followed by the Marseillaise.
The weather was kind for this.  The thunderstorm, with torrential rain, waited until lunchtime!

Jeux sans Frontiers:  

LACC had put a lot of hard work into this, devising the games, making the instruments of torture for the participants and trying to keep everything under control.  The mix of games was as any lover of It’s a Knockout could want.
There was throwing of raw eggs, carrying of water in buckets with holes, dressing up, diving under sheets, climbing, running and jumping.  After all of that, Clare won!

Subbuteo:  (Table Football, called BabyFoot by the French)
Real players represented the wooden ones and a bouncy pitch the board game.  With Keith Haisman and Michel Hétroy in goal and very determined dads strapped to the playing area, the game was fast, furious and not overseen by any referee.  Goals were scored but no one was counting!  It is possible that Clare won this as well with their own particular brand of superior tactics.
Afterwards, there was yet more eating and drinking outside (en champetre).  Food was available, officially provided free to footballers, and from other stalls around the playing area.  There was also a diving and swimming display in the nearby indoor swimming pool.

Fireworks:  

By the time it was dark enough for these, the wind had died down, having first demolished one of the stalls in the area.  The fireworks were spectacular, an uninterrupted display set to music.  This was indeed a grand finish to the events of the three days, followed as it was by more music and dancing.
Presentation of Painting:

Mr David Gilbert, Clare Art Club, kindly sent a painting of Clare to Châtillon which Ron Longland presented to Monsieur Dion, President of ‘Atelier de Peinture’ (Art Club) in Châtillon.  Monsieur Dion reciprocated with a painting of the Chateau in Chatillon for the Clare Art Club.  Another new link is forged.
Stoke College – Contributed by Marie-Helene
After much anticipation, Saturday, 10 July, saw the departure of the French exchange trip to the small town of Châtillon-sur-Indre in the Loire Valley.  All on board survived a long, hot and noisy coach journey!!!  It was well worth it as we were made to feel most welcome from the minute we arrived.  A buffet of local delicacies and refreshments was laid out in our honour.  The weather was glorious and our host families were keen to meet us.

We visited the oldest remaining ‘keep’ in France built by Henry II Plantagenet, husband of Eleanor of Aquitaine and father of Richard the Lionheart and King John.  Pupils put their knowledge of French to the test on Tuesday when they ran the Clare market stall, making excellent profits.  Well done!  An impromptu school band performed an Oasis number during one of the musical events on 13 July with great confidence to the delight of the local crowd!

We attended the ceremonies of 14 July in the pouring rain and I mean POURING!  We took part in ‘It’s a Knockout’ competition.  When I say we, I mean your children and Sabrina Vieira.  I know my limits!!  In the evening, we all watched a magnificent firework display, followed by the traditional 14 July outdoor dancing.

All of this we did whilst sharing the life, home, routine, food and friends of our host families.  The transformative effect that the experience has had on all pupils’ self-belief and self-confidence and how it has changed their awareness of a different society is invaluable.
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