Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 21 April 2011

Present: Cllrs. Leslie Warmington (Vice Chair), Derek Blake, June Smith, Beryl Sutton, and; 

Clerk: Melanie Evans

1 parishioner, Sgt Kevin Horton and PCSO Ryan Wilson, and Cllr Jane Bone.

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. Keith Haisman, Jim Meikle, Peter Phillips, Keith Mison, Alan Parsley and County Councillor, Jane Midwood. 
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest – Cllr Blake registered interest in the first planning application under item 13 as a director of the school.
	

	
	
	

	
	Section of the meeting open to the public:
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police report – Report circulated. See attachment to the minutes.

As a result of discussions about the report, it was agreed that the Clare would benefit from the ”Wos Up” Truck visiting Clare over the summer. Clerk to arrange.

The Parish Council also reported that the quarterly SNT priority meetings are useful and the Parish Council would like to see these and other engagement meetings continue. Clare Parish Council would be happy in principle to host a future meeting if approached. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ question time – no questions.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report – Report circulated. See attachment to the minutes.

After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council still feel that the lack of fencing on the bank in Sheepgate Lane is an issue and will write to Suffolk County Council to obtain details of who is liable if there is an accident.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report – see attachment to minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	End of public section of meeting
	

	
	
	

	7
	To approve minutes of previous meeting held on 17 March 2011
	

	
	These were agreed unanimously. The change to minutes of 17 February was also agreed unanimously and was signed off. 
	

	
	
	

	8
	To receive an update on the actions from the last meeting
	

	
	All actions from last meeting have been actioned and/or completed. 

Cllr Sutton gave a brief update that the attitude of SCC towards library closures seems to be softening. 

The Clerk explained that the war memorial work is due to start at the end of May or beginning of June and that the stones required are currently on order. 
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerks Report
	

	
	· The Clerk asked what paint colours the Parish Council wished to consider for different aspects of the chapel. This will be referred to the Environment Committee for a decision.

· Cllr Warmington gave an update on an item for noting which was regarding a disagreement between a market stall holder and a shop on the Market Hill. It was agreed that to help prevent future problems, anyone who is granted permission to use the Market Hill should have their letter of approval with them when they are trading. Consideration should also be given to notifying local businesses if deemed necessary. 

· There were nine other items for noting.
	Environment Committee

Clerk

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence – see attachment to the minutes.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Finance - Presentation of monthly accounts and cash flow report.
	

	i)
	The cash flow and financial summary for March were presented by Cllr Blake and examined by the council. These were proposed as correct by Cllr Blake, seconded by Cllr Warmington and approved unanimously. 
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports 
	

	a)
	Environment Committee – report from 6 April meeting. Minutes circulated and Cllr Blake summarised the main issues. 
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning Committee – A report was circulated (see attached). Cllr Smith expressed the committee’s feeling that they need some more members and some administrative support. An item will go in the Parish News.
	Clerk/ Comms Committee

	c)
	Communications Committee: Minutes of 31 March 2011 were circulated.  
	

	d)
	Finance Committee –Minutes of 12 April were circulated and Cllr Blake summarised the main issues. The following were also recommended:

· That £5,000 be earmarked to the 2011/12 funds for the war memorial works. This was seconded by Cllr Smith and approved unanimously.

· The village of the year funds will be spent on the new Pashlers Alley notice board, its installation and a plaque to mark that it was provided through these funds. This was seconded by Cllr Sutton and approved unanimously.
	RFO

Environment Committee (plaque)

	e)
	Highways Committee – report from 13 April meeting. Minutes circulated and Cllr Smith proposed on behalf of the Highways Committee that:

·  Posts should be installed on the greensward on Callis Street opposite Ship Stores. Cllr Warmington seconded the proposal which was approved unanimously. The Clerk will confirm ownership of the land and report back to the Highways Committee. 

· A ‘zebra’ crossing should be provided on the corner of The High Street and Well Lane, between the two hairdressers - an initiative supported by the local police. This was seconded by Cllr Warmington and approved unanimously. The Clerk will write to Suffolk County Council, copying in Cllr Jane Midwood and the local police, requesting this measure. 
	Clerk

Clerk


	13
	Planning 
	

	
	SE/11/ Clare Middle School, Cavendish Road, Clare – demolition of single storey block and construction of replacement two storey classroom, single storey activity studio and community entrance, internal refurbishments, new entrance canopy and external works including landscaping and cycle storage. 

Cllr Blake declared an interest.  It was agreed that the Parish Council were happy to add their support to all of the plans.
	Clerk

	
	SE/11/ 0277, 3b Snow Hill, Clare – erection of part single storey part two storey rear extension as amended by plans received 7/4/11 deleting flank first floor window and rear balcony. Councillors decided they were not able to provide comment as not all neighbours had been consulted on the plans and were therefore not given the opportunity to make representation to the Parish Council of their support or objections.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Borough Decisions:
	

	
	· SE/11/0168 – The Gallery, 8-9 High Street. APPROVED

· SE/11/0100 – Richmond House, 20 Nethergate Street. APPROVED

· SE/11/0123 – Clare playing field, Harp Lane. APPROVED

· SE/11/0174 – 28/29 High Street. APPROVED

· SE/11/0078 – The Old Bakery, Callis Street. WITHDRAWN

· SE/11/0232 – Long Meadow, Stoke Road. APPROVED
	

	
	
	

	14
	To receive an update on the Parish Council’s involvement in the divestment of Clare Country Park and to discuss and agree Clare Parish Council’s view on the principles and management issues associated with the park
	

	
	Cllr Warmington summarised that Parish Councillors were asked to put their ideas forward on what view the Parish Council should take on the Country Park. These were then discussed at a closed Parish Council meeting and as a result of these discussions, Cllr Warmington has produced 11 ‘principles’ that the Parish Council wish to adhere to in any future negotiations on the park have been listed.  These 11 principles were then reviewed in the meeting and two small amendments made. They were then recommended by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Blake and approved unanimously. Cllr Warmington will update the principles and circulate them to the Parish Council for their records. 
	Cllr Warmington

	
	
	

	15
	To receive an update and discuss the parking dispute in Malting Lane
	

	
	Cllr Warmington and the Clerk summarised that the police case to resolve this dispute has been dropped. The police have referred the matter to Suffolk County Council as the heart of the problem lies in who owns the land and this needs to be established. The Parish Council agreed that the County Council need to resolve this to prevent any future issues and remove this long standing point of controversy.  After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will do a land registry search at cost to the Parish Council. Depending on the findings, a letter can then be sent to the County Council asking them to clarify or take action to resolve the issue of ownership. It was agreed that the cost for any legal costs relating to this should not be the responsibility of the Parish Council.

In addition to the Clerk’s actions, Cllr Warmington will speak to Francis Wayman to see if any further helpful information can be established.
	Clerk

 Cllr Warmington

	
	
	

	16
	To discuss publicity of the Nuttery award
	

	
	 The trophy is already in the Blue Dog shop window and an item went on the Pashlers Alley board. It should also go in the newsletter and onto the website. It was also suggested that Cllr Mison give a report at the Annual Parish Meeting. 
	Clerk and Comms Committee

	
	
	

	17
	Reports – by exception
	

	
	Nuttery – see attachment.
	

	
	
	

	18
	To decide whether an interim meeting is required on Thursday 12 May to consider committee structures post Parish Council elections
	

	
	It was decided not to hold an additional interim meeting.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Agenda items for next meeting 

To receive an update on the investigations into the ownership of the slip way land in Malting Lane. 
	Clerk

	
	To consider a council nomination to the CLASP committee
	

	
	Committee nomination
	

	
	
	

	20
	To discuss one in camera item – reported separately.
	


The meeting closed at 21.08pm

Attachment to minutes – Item 3, Police Report:

Local Issues and Actions


Local meetings 


Attachment to minutes – Item 5, County Councillor's report 

Cllr Midwood reported by email that:

I have been to have a look at Sheepgate Lane and the slope - personally I do not think it looks dangerous.  There are many steep slopes that are not fenced and are closer to paths but that is only my opinion.  If residents have other views, please let me know.

 

I am trying to follow up your Highways Committee's request to get the yellow lining sorted out.

Attachment to minutes – Item 6, Borough Councillor's report 

Cllr Bone reported that:

· Cllr tax has been frozen by the borough

· 17 vacant posts have been deleted and their work redistributed resulting is cost savings. 

· The new Mayor will be, Christopher Spicer. 

· Cllr Bone reminder Parish Councillors about the Parish Conference.

There were no questions for the Borough Councillor.

Attachment to minutes – Item 10, Correspondence:

SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

April 2011

Action 

(all circulated)


	Clare in Bloom, Jane Haisman
	Will the Parish Council give permission in principle for Clare in Bloom to plant 3 trees in Clare if they are successful in receiving ‘The Big Tree plant’ funding? Also, are there any other areas the Parish Council would like to have trees planted? There was concern over the proximity to the war memorial of one of the trees. Whole application to be referred to the EC.  

	Clare Women’s Institute, June Smith
	Request to hold a cake stall on Market Hill on Saturday 25 June from 9am – 1pm to raise funds for the WI. Cllrs Sutton and Smith declared an interest. Permission was granted. Cllr Smith said she would inform the co-op.

	Suffolk County Council, Kevin Shipp
	Noting that he will be in Clare during the first half of April to assess the request for tourist signing. If the application is successful it may require replacing the Clare boundary signs. Requests information on which 3 symbols we require. It was agreed that the Tourism Forum could make this decision. 

	Suffolk County Council, Kevin Shipp – letter and plan plus a second amended plan. (Plans available from Clerk)
	Thanking the Parish Council for views on waiting restriction consultation and informing the Parish Council that the consultation will now be revised to include the limited waiting area in Malting Lane and amending all the limited waiting areas on Market Hill to 1 hour. The Clerk will acknowledge this. 

	STOC, Paul Dunnigham
	Request from STOC to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting regarding the representations they have made to St Edmundsbury on the Rural Vision 2031 LDF review. This was considered and after a discussion it was agreed to refuse permission given the fact that the PC are likely to have to consider a formal planning application on this issue at a future date. This forum was therefore not considered appropriate for STOC to present their case against the turbines.

	Stour Valley Education Trust, K Haisman & C Inchley
	Invitation to give review and give feedback on a series of documents the school is developing. Cllr Blake declared an interest. It was agreed that no further action on this was necessary. 

	Suffolk County Council, Andrea Hill
	Response to our letter of 23 February regarding inaction on highways issues in Clare stating that many measures are actually progressing but are subject to further consideration for funding. Noted, no response to be issued.


Noting

(copies available from the Clerk)

	Suffolk County Council, Lisa Chambers
	Waste disposal sites at Beccles, Bramford, Brome, Chelmondiston, Newmarket and Southwold will now close on 31 July rather than 9 May.

	St Edmundsbury Council, Fiona Osman
	Notice to Parish Clerk to display notice of poll for referendum, Clare Ward and of an uncontested election for Clare Parish. 

	St Edmundsbury Council, Environmental Health

Julie Lynch
	Copy of a letter sent to the Wednesday Lunch club asking them to complete and return some forms which would act as a food safety management system for the Old School kitchen.

	St Edmundsbury Council, Fiona Osman
	Notice to Parish Clerk to display notice of statement of persons nominated for borough and parish elections. 

	Parishioner Julia Draper
	Notification that 15 participants attended the Heart Start training on 30 March and thanks given to the Parish Council for their funding support.

	Sgt Kevin Horton
	A update that the police case regarding the slip way in Malting Lane has been dropped due to dispute of ownership of the slipway not being resolved. (For discussion under item 15). 

	First Responders, Roy Draper
	Thanking the Parish Council for precept and requesting release of their £1,250 funds. (Referred to Finance Committee). 

	St Edmundsbury Council, Fiona Osman
	Notice to Parish Clerk to display notices of election for the referendum, borough and parish elections. 

	J Payne
	Covering letter with cheque for scattering ashes in the cemetery. 


Attachment to minutes – Item 12, Committee Reports:

Emergency Committee Report

In light of various disasters that have taken place this year, I have contacted the Emergency Planning Area Representatives to check that they are happy to continue in their role as area representatives and that they have a team of people to assist them.  Cllr Jim Meikle, Roger Gee, Andy Gill, Mike Hickford, Cllr June Smith, Don Harding, Brian Watts, Cllr Beryl Sutton and Rosemary Warmington are all happy to continue with the project.  They were very appreciative of Cllr Sutton’s production of the 2010 leaflet which was delivered to each house in Clare and were keen that the project should continue because although they were sure that we would not have an emergency, there just might be one.

In order to continue the project, I think that it will be necessary to have a Parish Councillor join the team and to find a secretary, perhaps a retired policeman or fireman who can communicate with members of the Emergency Committee and set up a suitable website and data base as carried out by David Dadd.  There was a desire that the committee should meet once or twice a year for a short meeting to discuss strategies and to liaise with each other.  

Any paper information about the Emergency Committee has been passed to The Parish Clerk by Cllr Sutton but I think that we need to make sure that the plan is workable and organised.  After all none of us knows what the future holds and I think that this is a worthwhile Parish Council project.

June Smith

Attachment to minutes - Reports, Item 19:

Nuttery report:

This month has been very busy in the Nuttery and Cemetery.  As you are all aware we won an award from Suffolk County Council Creating the Greenest County. 

 The week after this award I hired a Digger and Dumper from I.W.Kiddy and moved several loads of wood chippings from beside the compost bin and put it into the Nuttery.  These chippings were then moved and leveled by the 15 members of the Stour Valley Volunteers who had a working day in the Nuttery, they also cleared several hundred tree guards from around trees that are now well established and as luck would have it St Edmundsbury delivered 60 whips, tree guards, and canes on the day the volunteers were working there so we were able to plant these straight away (They were ordered by me at the beginning of December and were due to be delivered during the early part of February.)  The old tree guards have now been cleared from the Nuttery and taken to the Recycling Centre at Haverhill.

I have also raised and extended the overflow pipe from the pond to try to maintain a better water level.

While I had the Digger and Dumper I cleared around the Compost bin and soil compound, leveled out the ground ready for it to be re-seeded with grass, and cleared Ivy and rubbish from along the fence line. I also spent some considerable time up the Cemetery trimming up the trees in the centre of the Cemetery to enable the mowing contractors to work safely and more efficiently when cutting the grass. 

When I get time I will seed the cleared areas in the cemetery and get some Laurel shrubs to complete the hedge that was cut down last year.  

Keith M




Community priority setting meetings, if you would like to come along and raise any issues with us, the next one for your area is on Thursday 9th June 2011 7pm - 9pm - Village Hall Aylmer Close Risby IP28 6RT.
































Our current priorities are:





1. Criminal damage to motor vehicles in Tudor Close, Chedburgh IP29 4XD – to investigate and reduce the incidents of criminal damage in this location. This priority was set on Thursday 10th March 2011 ��2. To work with the Neighbourhood Watch schemes in promoting crime prevention measures relating to theft from motor vehicle offences. This is an initiative throughout the SNT area. This priority was set on Thursday 10th March 2010 


   


The crimes for Clare from 17 March 2011 to 21 April 2011 are:


Criminal damage to a car in the country car park between 3 & 5 April


Theft from shop on 9 April. The offender received a fixed penalty notice





Other issues:


Will the Parish Council be supporting the ‘Wots Up truck’ to provide youth diversionary activities during the summer?


What does the Parish Council think of current engagement activities with the SNT and how could they be improved. Has any member of the PC been to the quarterly priority meetings and what are their views?
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