Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 19 May 2011

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chair), Leslie Warmington (Vice Chair), Derek Blake, Phil Gryce, Keith Mison, Alan Parsley, Peter Phillips and Margaret Godwin

Clerk: Melanie Evans, RFO: Sharon Benson

3 parishioners

	1
	Election of Chairman
	

	
	Cllr Warmington nominated Cllr Haisman for role as Chairman which was seconded by Cllr Phillips.

Cllr Haisman briefly outlined his view for the Parish Council if he were to accept the position of Chair which included making the Parish Council more assertive about its own agenda by looking at the structure, terms of reference and goals of the committees and the council as a whole. He felt that this should be documented into a 4-year plan that should be in place by Autumn 2011. It may be necessary to take on more committee lay members to help with work load. The plan would need to detail resource requirements both financial and staffing. 

There was general support for this idea which included the proposal of a work shop to discuss these ideas further. The election of Cllr Haisman was unanimous by a show of hands. 
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman
	

	
	Cllr Haisman accepted and the declaration was signed.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Election of Vice Chairman
	

	
	Cllr Mison nominated Cllr Warmington and this was seconded by Cllr Blake. Cllr Warmington said he would be happy to accept the post for a year. The election of Cllr Warmington was unanimous by a show of hands. 
	

	
	
	

	4
	Apologies for absence – Borough Cllr. Pugh and County Cllr. Midwood
	

	
	
	

	5
	Register of members’ interest – None.
	

	
	
	

	
	Section of the meeting open to the public:
	

	
	
	

	6
	Police report – Report circulated. See attachment to the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	7
	Parishioners’ question time – no questions.
	

	
	
	

	8
	County Councillor’s Report – read by Clerk. See attachment to minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	9
	Borough Councillor’s Report – read by Clerk. See attachment to minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	
	End of public section of meeting
	

	
	
	

	10
	Election of Committees and Representatives
	

	a)
	Environment Committee

KM, DB, PP, AP to continue. LW to stand down. Cllr Phillips also nominated Olive Smith and Jim Meikle as lay members.
	Clerk to write to OS and JM

	b)
	Finance Committee

DB and KH to continue. KM to stand down. PG, LW and MG to join as new members. 
	

	c)
	Emergency Planning Committee

PP to join.
	

	d)
	Communications Committee

PP and KH to continue. PG to join. KM to stand down.
	

	e)
	Clare Playing Field Association representative

Sharon Benson, RFO and member of CPFA will provide the reports.
	Clerk to write to CPFA

	f)
	SALC representative

KH to continue.
	

	g)
	CLASP representative

AP as an existing CLASP committee member will also be CPC representative.
	Clerk to write to CLASP

	h)
	Clare Country Park Joint Advisory Panel representatives

Deferred until new management structure of the park is confirmed. 
	Clerk  to write to CCP

	i)
	CBA representative 

KH to continue.
	Clerk  to write to CBA

	j)
	Tourism Forum representative

DB to stand down. PG as existing TF member to also be PC representative. 
	Clerk  to write to  TF

	k)
	Parish Council Planning Advisory Committee - 3 Representatives 

KM to continue and MG and PP (in short term) to join as new members.
	

	l)
	Clare Combined Charities

KM to continue.
	Clerk  to write to CCC

	m)
	Highways Committee

PP and LW to continue. DB to stand down. KM to join. Cllr Phillips also nominated Mr Verguson as a lay member.
	Clerk  to write to  Mr Verguson

	n)
	Press Officer

KH take on the role with support of the Clerk.
	

	o)
	Tree Warden

KM to continue.
	

	p)
	Community Plan Action Plan monitoring Committee

PP to continue.
	

	q)
	Ancient House Museum
	

	
	DB happy to continue to represent the chair. Cllr Blake confirmed that Peggy Smith and Patrick Daniels are happy to continue. 
	Clerk to write to Ancient House

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Blake also suggested that the Parish Council nominated a police champion. This should be referred to the Highways Committee. 
	Highways Committee 

	
	
	

	
	All of the above nominations were proposed by Cllr Blake, seconded by Cllr Warmington and approved unanimously. 
	

	
	
	

	11
	To approve minutes of previous meeting held on 21 April 2011 
	

	
	There was one change made to item 13 and two typing errors corrected on page 5. The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Blake, seconded by Cllr Warmington and approved unanimously. 
	

	
	
	

	12
	To receive  an update on the actions from the last meeting
	

	
	The outstanding issues are:

· Item 5 – Clerk to write to Suffolk County Council regarding liability in Sheepgate Lane.

· Item 12e – Clerk to write to Suffolk County Council regarding the provision of a zebra crossing. 

All other issues have been completed or are in progress or are on this agenda.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	As a result of the three items for action it was agreed that:

· Letters formally thanking the three Parish Councillors and one Borough Councillor who have just stepped down should be sent.

· Cllr Blake and Cllr Gryce will meet with Jason Skilton on Friday 20 May to discuss the brown tourist signage for Clare. 

· Permission for STOC signs to be erected on public greenswards in Clare should be declined due to the conservation area restrictions. 

There were also two items for noting which included notice that the Clerk is about to advertise the Councillor vacancy and that the Clare Playing Field's Association will be sending in an update report in June after their AGM.

Cllr Warmington suggested that as part of the Councillor vacancy, candidates were asked to write a brief statement about what skills they can offer the Parish Council. This was agreed.
	Clerk

Cllrs Blake and Gryce

Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Correspondence - see attachment to minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	15
	Finance 
	

	
	i) Presentation of monthly accounts and cash flow report
	

	
	These were presented by Sharon Benson, proposed as correct by Cllr Blake, seconded by Cllr Warmington, agreed unanimously and signed by Cllr Haisman. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Blake explained that he and Sharon Benson had met with the bank manager to try and negotiate higher rates of interest for the Parish Council. A formal proposal will go to June's Finance Committee meeting but in the meantime, it was proposed and approved unanimously that between £200k and £230k could be put on the usual TSB Money Market for 4-weeks as an interim measure. 
	Derek Blake

RFO

	
	
	

	16
	Committee Reports 
	

	a)
	Environment Committee – report from 4 May meeting. Minutes circulated. 
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning Committee – no report.
	

	c)
	Communications Committee – no report. Clerk will arrange a meeting for w/c 30 May 2011 
	Clerk

	d)
	Finance Committee –Minutes of 4 May were circulated and Cllr Blake summarised the main issues noting particularly subscriptions and wages items. The following were recommended:

· That the additional emergency works to the War Memorial to the value of 2,179+VAT be funded from reserves 

· That a section 137 payment of £100 be made to the Kernos Centre

These were proposed by Cllr Blake, seconded by Cllr Mison and approved unanimously.

It was also noted that The County Councillor could be approached for some locality budget funding for repairing the memorial.
	RFO

Clerk

	e)
	Highways Committee – no report. Meeting to be arranged. 
	Clerk and Cllr Phillips 


	17
	Planning 
	

	
	SE/11/0532, Nethergate House, 9 Nethergate Street, Clare

Listed building application (I) removal and replacement of kitchen floor, (ii) removal and replacement of internal and external plumbing, (iii) removal of modern partition wall in utility room. 

This was discussed in the meeting and as works are internal, there were no objections.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	To receive an update on the investigations into the ownership of the slip way land in Malting Lane
	

	
	The Clerk reported that the land registry search has not yet been submitted. Cllr Mison reported that the search results should be available from Mr S Green.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	To consider a response to the current Rural Vision 2031 phase one consultation particularly in relation to the proximity of wind turbines to dwellings.
	

	
	Following discussion it was agreed to support the generic proposals in the St Edmundsbury Supplementary Planning document.  It was also agreed that we will add the following as a further detailed statement of Clare’s planning requirements:

i) The Clare Community Plan

ii) The letter re Infrastructure originally sent to St Edmundsbury as part of the LDF consultation

      iii)   A statement that wind turbines of a large scale or commercial nature should not be     constructed within 2 km of Clare.  Draft wording to be circulated by KH for agreement. 
	Cllr Haisman

	
	
	

	20
	To complete and approve the annual return for year ended 31 March 2011
	

	
	Section 2 and the financial Annual Return was circulated to Councillors. Cllrs agreed that the financial statements were correct and that they could affirmatively answer all the questions asked of the council. Cllr Blake proposed this was signed off. This was seconded by Cllr Mison and carried unanimously. Cllr Haisman, the RFO and the Clerk signed the form at the end of the meeting.
	RFO

	
	
	

	21
	Reports – by exception
	

	
	Cllr Mison and Parsley reported that they had met with chapel contractors and they are satisfied with the standard of work and materials used. They have also instructed the contractors that neutral colours should be used for the internal decorations. Completion date is due in mid-June when all Councillors will be invited to inspect the work. A ceremony was suggested that perhaps could also incorporate a re-dedication of the war memorial once the remedial works on that are also complete. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Community Plan - Cllr Phillips reported that progress on the action plan will be put on the Clare-UK website shortly.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Gryce informed members that one of the Clare Library foyers would soon be used by St Edmundsbury Tourist Information Centre as an information point. Cllrs questioned if there is formal confirmation yet that Clare Library will not be closed. Cllr Haisman will write to Judy Terry.
	Cllr Haisman

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Mison reported that he has made links between the Nuttery and the primary school.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Haisman reported that a meeting is currently being arranged for parties with an interest in the Country Park. Cllr Haisman will continue to attend these meetings and Cllr Mison volunteered to also be one of the main council representatives at these meetings. Meetings, once dates are confirmed, will then be offered to all Parish Councillors to attend if they wish. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting 
	

	
	To receive an update on Malting Lane land ownership
	

	
	To consider applications for the council vacancy 
	


The meeting closed at 21.38pm

Attachment to minutes – Item 6, Police Report:

Local Issues and Actions


Local meetings 


Attachment to minutes – Item 8, County Councillor's report 

Cllr Midwood reported by email that:

· Regarding tourism signage, she is concerned that more signs in Clare will look intrusive but she is aware that the Parish Council have requested special tourist ones and that these should be very effective.

· Cllr Blake noted that it is not the Parish Council but the Tourism Forum who made the request.

· She is relieved that the traffic orders are soon going to be advertised.

· The Clare Country Park Joint Advisory Panel has been postponed.

Attachment to minutes – Item 9, Borough Councillor's report 

Cllr Pugh reported by email that:

· He hopes to attend all future Clare Parish Council meetings after today when all the committee's have been formed at St Edmundsbury.

· He is happy to take questions from Parish Councillors and parishioner between now and then. 

Attachment to minutes – Item 14, Correspondence:

SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

May 2011

Action 

(all circulated)


	Parishioner, RJ Verguson
	Request to change the road markings at the Junction of Stoke Road with Daneum Holt. Signed by 9 signatories. Refer to Highways Committee.

	The Keeper’s daughter theatre company
	Request to present two theatre productions in Clare. Request declined but they are welcome to hire a hall to stage the production themselves.

	Olive Smith, parishioner
	Request to be considered as continuing as a lay member of the Environment Committee. Considered under item 10a.

	St Edmundsbury Council, Ian Poole
	Letter directing Parish Councillors to the Draft Supplementary Planning Document which can be viewed on line. Discussed under item 19 (previously circulated). The PC will submit a response.

	Paul Dunnigham, STOC
	Email regarding agenda item 19.  Discussed under item 19 – The PC uphold the request.


Noting

	Suffolk Country Council, Sheina Thurston
	A copy of the draft traffic order for waiting restrictions in Clare. 

	Suffolk County Council, Nigel Panting
	Information about changes to street lighting that will be happening shortly across Suffolk. More information will be available soon (including if it will affect our streets) at www.suffolk.gov.uk/streetlighting

	St Edmundsbury Council, Amy Bryant
	Request for declaration of office and register of members interest forms by Thursday 2 June. 





Since your last meeting on 28th February 2011 there have been no crimes in Clare of note.





There were 3 incidents in surrounding villages, where safe’s have been stolen from residential properties. We ask to remind people to be aware of their monies and purses/wallets both when out shopping AND at home. Please keep money, credit cards, wallets and purses out of sight and secure. Do not leave them or keys by your front or back doors and always remember to secure your property when out and at night.


 


There is still an ongoing trend of metal thefts in the area, especially from motor vehicles and outhouses. Catalytic converters, tools and equipment are still being targeted also. Please be vigilant in locking and securing your property. 





Should any members of public see anything that they deem suspicious, please do not hesitate to call the police, inform the your local SNT and/or contact your Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators.



































Thursday 9th June 2011


We hold Community Priority Setting meetings, which are attended by the police, county, district and parish councillors.





 These meetings are open to the public, so if you would like to come along and raise any issues with us, the location for the next one in your area is still to be confirmed, however please monitor our websites and newsletters, or contact your local parish council closer to the time.
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