Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m.

on Thursday 18 August 2011

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chair), Derek Blake, Phil Gryce, Keith Mison, Alan Parsley, Peter Phillips, Margaret Godwin, Leslie Warmington and Gayle Mallows

Clerk: Melanie Butcher

PC Ruth Horton, Borough Cllr. Alaric Pugh, County Cllr Jane Midwood

	1
	Apologies for absence – None
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest – None.
	

	
	
	

	
	Section of the meeting open to the public:
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police report – PC Horton presented the police report. See attachment to the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ question time – None.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report – Cllr Midwood presented her report. See attachment to the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report – Report circulated. See attachment to the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	
	End of public section of meeting
	

	
	
	

	7
	To approve minutes of previous meeting held on 21 July 2011 
	

	
	The minutes were agreed as correct, approved unanimously and signed in the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	To receive an update on actions from the last meeting
	

	
	· Cllr Haisman and Cllr Parsley have met with National Grid who are taking measures to improve the filters and balancing flow for Clare. Information will be released to Clare parishioners shortly from the National Grid. 

· The pole on Bridewell Street will be moved by UK Power Networks. Date awaited.

· UK Power Networks have met with Cllr Mison and Cllr Parsley and are now supplying a quote for a more suitable electric supply to the chapel. 

· Cllr Gryce reported that the Parish News will be published next week.

· The cemetery guidelines are being dealt with in Environment Committee. They will be agreed at their next meeting on 31 August. 

· Cllrs need to collect the Hastoe report from the Clerk for information. 

All other issues have been completed or are in progress or are on this agenda
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	There were no items for action.

The clerk however reported that the road closure application for the Remembrance parade has been submitted and the Christmas lights switch-on event actions will start in early September. The Clerk also reported five new maintenance issues reported to relevant authorities and the outcome of five planning application decisions from the borough council. 

Cllr Haisman queried why SE/11/0705 (6 solar panels on the rear roof of 22 Nethergate Street) had been refused. The Clerk read out the borough's decision relating to the grade II listed status of the building and its situation in the conservation area. The Parish Council was in agreement that they were unhappy with this decision. The Clerk was instructed to write to the Borough’s Planning Team objecting to the decision which is in conflict with the Parish Council's desire for appropriate sustainable development. 
	Clerk & Cllr Phillips



	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence - see attachment to minutes. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Finance 
	

	i)
	Presentation of monthly accounts and cash flow report
	

	
	These were presented by Cllr Blake and proposed as correct, seconded by Cllr Mison, agreed unanimously and signed by Cllr Haisman. 
	

	ii)
	To approve the draft timetable for setting the 2012/13 precept
	

	
	This was summarised by Cllr Blake who highlighted the need for an additional Parish Council meeting on 18/10/11 to work on the precept. The council agreed the timetable. 

The council also agreed that the five additional groups suggested by the Finance committee are approached for the funding requirements. These include the Community plan group, the 4-year development plan, the Highways Committee, the Chatillon group and the Youth Club. Cllrs also discussed including the Cubs and Scouts and something regarding the Localism Bill. Cllrs also requested some money for training on the Localism and Planning issues. Cllr Haisman reported that there is £975 in this year’s training budget which can be used. 


	RFO



	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports 
	

	a)
	Environment Committee – minutes of 3 August were circulated. Cllr Parsley also gave an update that: 

· Actions on fly posting has been deferred until the new notice board has planning permission and an issue around the legalities of markets, fairs and circuses being able to advertise their events has been researched. This will be discussed at the next committee meeting and details of the legislation will also be forwarded to all Cllrs for information. 

· The mower registration and tax disc information is almost complete. Cllr Mison agreed to obtain the engine number for the clerk to finalise the paperwork. 

· In advance of the Environment Committee going ahead with initial plans to open the chapel to parishioners, Cllr Blake asked for clarification from the Parish Council that they were in general support of the chapel being used as a quiet reflection area. The Parish Council was in agreement in principle. Further details would be brought to a future Parish Council meeting for full debate and agreement. 

Cllr Godwin presented the views of parishioners regarding the yellow grit bin on Clarence Road who are concerned regarding its colour, size and the issue of it being difficult to mow around. Cllr Parsley reiterated the reasons for the Environment Committee ordering and keeping this style of bin. Alternative suitable locations for the bin are being considered by the Committee and Cllr Parsley will carry out a site visit so he can advise the Environment Committee at their next meeting. 

Cllr Haisman proposed that the formal vote of thanks to Cllr Mison from the Environment Committee for his efforts in getting the war memorial restored should also be formally endorsed by the Parish Council. All agreed and thanked Cllr Mison for all his hard work. 
	Cllr Parsley

Cllr Mison

Environment Committee

Cllr Parsley & Environment Committee 

	b)
	Emergency Planning Committee – B Sutton and J Smith have been approached to stay on as Emergency Plan contacts and they have agreed for the short-term. In response to the Clerk's query, Cllr Phillips confirmed that these positions do not need advertising. 
	

	c)
	Communications Committee – meeting due. 
	Cllr Gryce

	d)
	Finance Committee – Minutes of 9 August were circulated. Cllr Blake made two recommendations on behalf of the Finance Committee which were: 

· To contribute £150 towards the Clare Playing Field Association to pay for the burgers and sausages at the recent Fun Day as a section 137 payment.

· That £60.25 be used from the Chairman’s allowance to pay for the barrel of beer taken to Chatillon as part of the most recent exchange visit. 
Both recommendations were approved unanimously. 

Cllr Blake also asked the Parish Council to note that:

· A request for more funds has come in from CHOC.  More detail is awaited before seeking approval.
· Enquiries are being made into changing the Parish Council bank account after business banking fees were introduced by Lloyds TSB. Cllr Haisman expressed caution at moving away from the only bank within the Parish and the Clerk asked the committee to consider the internet banking options if choosing a new account. Cllr Godwin reported that the two accounts she had researched for the committee had no fees, allowed internet banking for Parish Councils and supported the local post office as banking services were accessed through them.

· A number of risk assessment issues were discussed.

· There is no money in this year’s precept for the new electricity supply to the chapel but the Environment Committee hope to off-set some of the costs with the contents insurance claim money for items that are not going to be replaced such as the street cleaning machine. Full costs and requirements from the reserve funds will come forward to the Parish Council in due course for full consideration. 

Cllr Haisman asked if the council would consider a late but urgent request for section 137 funding via this meeting rather than through the Finance Committee. The request is from 
Mr S. Green of Clare Youth Club for a contribution towards £280 removal costs to move their equipment from Clare Middle School to their new temporary location in Clare Country Park. Cllr Haisman proposed the Parish Council pay half the costs at £140 as CLASP had offered to pay the other half. This was seconded by Cllr Blake and approved unanimously. Cllr Haisman will liaise with CLASP. 
	RFO

Clerk, Cllr Haisman & RFO

	e)
	Highways Committee – minutes of meeting held 2 August 2011. 

There were no items for the committee although the issue of lay-members chairing the committee was raised. The Clerk is seeking guidance from SALC on the matter but the Council agreed that they wish a Councillor to chair Parish Council committees. 
	

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	a
	Cllr Mison on behalf of the Planning working group proposed that the Parish Council should have no objections to the following planning applications:
	

	i)
	SE/11/0879 – 2 Bloomfield Court, High Street, Clare: Fell one Blue Spruce tree
	

	ii)
	SE/11/0778 – The New Barn, 16a High Street, Clare: erection of boundary wall - amended
	

	iii)
	SE/11/0917 – 3, Common Street, Clare: Erection of single storey front extension
	

	iv)
	SE/11/0931 – Willow Bank Cottage, Chilton Street: Erection of conservatory to rear elevation
	

	v)
	SE/11/0947 – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare: coppice a Yew and Reduce height of Willow 
	

	
	This proposal was seconded by Cllr Parsley and approved unanimously. 
	Clerk

	b
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting – None. 
	

	
	
	

	14
	To consider a petition received requesting that the Parish Council provide a skateboard and BMX  facility in Clare
	

	
	Cllr Haisman summarised that the young people who initiated the petition had now been in touch with Clerk and that Cllr Haisman had spoken with some parents. He proposed that a Cllr meet with the parties involved to explore with them funding streams, location options, management issues, noise considerations, and any other matters, and then come back to the Parish Council with an update and ultimately a proposal. Cllr Godwin volunteered and will be supported by Cllr Mallows.
	Cllr Godwin

	
	
	

	15
	To discuss the impact of proposed cuts to the police service which may affect services in Clare and consider a response to the Suffolk Police Federation and an approach to the Suffolk Police Authority
	

	
	Details regarding the cuts from Sgt Horton and the Police Federation were examined and Councillors agreed that service cuts could have an impact on crime and fear of crime levels in Clare. Any reduction in officers or closure of the local station would be detrimental as it would decrease police visibility in Clare. The Clerk will write to the Police Authority copying in Sgt Horton , Tim Yeo MP and both the Borough and County Councillors. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	To receive a report on and discuss arrangements for the rededication of the war memorial
	

	
	Cllr Gryce circulated a report regarding possible arrangements for the rededication as part of the Royal British Legion’s existing church service and wreath laying ceremony. After discussion it was agreed that the Royal British Legion should be asked how they would like the rededication to fit into their existing arrangements. Clerk to forward details to Cllr Gryce who will liaise with them directly. 
	Clerk

Cllr Gryce 

	
	
	

	17
	To explore the possibility of an event in Clare to mark the Queen’s jubilee in 2012
	

	
	Cllr Gryce circulated a report regarding possible ideas for an event and a permanent legacy of the occasion. It was agreed that a working party should be formed to discuss ideas and come forward with a proposal to the Parish Council. The Clerk will write to local organisations inviting them to send a representative to this working party. Cllr Gryce will coordinate the group and bring the proposal and updates back to full Parish Council. 
	Clerk
Cllr Gryce

	
	
	

	18
	To receive an update on SCC's plans to divest Clare Country Park and Clare Library
	

	
	Cllr Haisman reported that following the last Country Park divestment meeting, Suffolk County Council are currently investigating all the options for the park management put forward and they will come back with some suggested solutions for review at the next Country Park meeting in October. He also reported that three options were being explored by the County Council for the future of Clare Library. The options are part of a new regional strategy and it will be some time before they will announce which option they wish to adopt in Clare. 
	

	
	
	

	19
	Reports – by exception
	

	
	· Cllr Warmington asked for an update on the Malting Lane slip-way ownership situation. The Clerk has not yet requested the resolution information from Suffolk County Council but will update the council once a response has been received. 
· Cllr Parsley confirmed that CLASP are assisting the youth club.

· The Clerk read out a brief statement from CHOC which stated they have a grant for replacing the tables in the Town Hall. 

· Cllr Haisman reported that the Parish Council has received a very recent request from the Clare Combined Charities to investigate if the cause of dampness to the Alms House next to the Ancient House is a result of inadequate guttering on the Ancient House roof. The Clerk is following this up with The Landmark Trust. 
	Clerk
Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	To receive agenda items for next meeting – None.
	


The meeting closed at 21.35pm
Attachment to minutes – Item 3, Police Report:

The following local report was presented:

Local Issues and Actions

Local meetings 



An email with additional information was also received just prior to the meeting from Sgt Horton. It relates to the availability of traffic calming data and an update regarding police correspondence in relation to the Malting Lane slipway disputes. The Clerk will circulate this to all Parish Councillors and the Borough and County Councillor’s. Action: Clerk
During her presentation, PC Horton also encouraged Councillors and Parishioners to report any sex pest phone calls to the police as there have been a recent spate of them in Clare and they will be taken seriously. 
Attachment to minutes – Item 5, County Councillor’s report 

The following report in relation to Clare issues was presented by Cllr Midwood: 
· The report on the new school in the Haverhill Echo was positive.
· There has been a major reshuffle of the Highways department and the new West Suffolk Area Manager (covering Clare) is Steve Boor. 

· Richard Webster remains in charge of street lighting and he should be consulting with the Parish Council on the switch-over of the street lighting arrangements and services.

· The Parish Council should be aware that all site visits to Clare by Suffolk County Council officers have costs attached to them. 

· The approach by the Highways Committee for voluntary reductions of use Clare roads by HGV vehicles is positive but its limitations should be noted. It should also be noted that the amount of traffic has not increased. 
Following a number of enquires on Highways issues from the County Councillor, the Clerk will now send the County Councillor Highways Committee minutes to keep her up to date on current Clare issues. Action: Clerk
There were no questions for the County Councillor. 

Attachment to minutes – Item 6, Borough Councillor's report 

This report was written by Cllr Pugh and circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting:

“This is a report on activities conducted by Alaric Pugh, Borough Councillor for Clare, on behalf of the whole community, following the election on 5th May 2011.

I am delighted to have been elected to represent Clare and look forward to doing my best to uphold the interests of the town at St Edmundsbury Borough Council.  The committees I am sitting on are: Development Control, Rural Working Party, Sustainable Development Working Party, New Tenancies Working Party and am a substitute on Performance and Audit. I attend Dedham and Stour Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Project and Clare Country Park Steering Group Meetings.

I expect to be in attendance at Parish Council meetings and will be happy to answer any questions from councillors' or parishioners after my report. I am happy to run a surgery at a mutually convenient time with parishioners whose questions cannot be addressed at the Parish Council Meeting. My mobile phone number is: 07930460899 and email alaric.pugh@stedsbc.gov.uk
Training undertaken since last report

- Housing

2. Conferences attended

- None

3. Civic events

None

4. Meetings attended (excluding Majority Group meetings)

· Full Council

· Development Control and site inspection

· Rural Working Party

· Housing tenancy

· Rural Vision Consultation

· Clare Country Park Steering Group

· Meeting with Chief Executive of St Edmundsbury - Geoff Rivers

· Clare in Bloom judging

5. Forthcoming meetings before next PC Meeting

· Site inspections for Development Control

· Development Control

· Sustainable Development

· Clare Tourist Information Point Official Opening

6. Voting record - items with significance to Clare community

· Achieved recognition by officers of the need to create a new ‘standard planning condition’ relating to the provision of ‘state of the art’ environmentally sound exterior lighting for any development 

7. Current Clare issues involvement/parishioner requests to take forward

4. Housing issues (held meetings with appropriate officers)

5. Renewable energy planning - now on Agenda for Sustainable Development Working Party

6. Heavy lorries in Clare (from Community Plan) - raised with Rural Action Plan officers

7. The future of Clare Country Park - discussion held with appropriate officers

8. The future of Clare Library - Tourism Information Point to be launched shortly

9. Working on improved signage and information around Clare - discussed with officers

Economic development for rural West Suffolk added to agenda for Sustainable Development”
In response to the Borough Councillors report regarding renewable energy, Cllr Haisman reported that he had been informed that the Parish Council’s feedback on the provision of wind energy in Clare plus the details of findings in the community plan and the parishes concerns about infrastructure have been received by the Borough Council. They are now carrying out their own research and are considering it as part of their development plan which feeds into the Local Development Framework. 
Attachment to minutes – Item 10, Correspondence:

SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

August 2011

Items for action

(all circulated to Parish Councillors)

	Norman Jennings, Parishioner of Braintree

(3 pages)
	Request to ask Clare parishioners to use footpath 14, to petition SCC to close the northern gap and provide a bridge, and to supply him with a list of local relevant groups. Clerk to write and suggest he contacts the Dedham Vale project. Cllr Gryce also speak to Dedham Vale team to discuss this with them. 

	Jane Haisman, Clare in Bloom (2 pages)
	Request to replace two large round plastic planters on Market Hill with one ‘permanent’ planter made by school pupils. Clerk to advise Clare in Bloom that they support this initiative. 

	Liz Watts, St Edmundsbury (2 pages)
	Invitation for one Cllr to attend a 2012/13 budget focus group on one of a selection of dates. Reply by 7 September. Cllr Gryce to attend. Cllr Mallows will also attend if an additional space becomes available. Clerk to book. 

	O Smith, parishioner 

(1 page)
	Request to know if the PC was consulted about any reduction in street lighting in Clare and which lights will be affected. Clerk reported that a letter of information was sent to the PC and noted at May’s PC meeting and then at the Highways meeting. Clerk to provide a copy of the letter to parishioner. 

	J Burge, parishioner

(1 page)
	Letter in support of item 14, the provision of a skate/roller park in Clare with suggestion of a location as Country Park. Clerk to acknowledge and send parishioner copy of this meetings minutes noting the decision as discussed under agenda item 14.


Items for noting

(copies available from the Clerk on request)

	James Whitehead, UK Power Networks 
	Acknowledgement that the chapel quotation will be forthcoming and provides a reference number for the work (400970665). 

	Richard Webster, SCC 
	Advice regarding electrical installations and safety in relation to Christmas lights. Clerk has filled ready for this yrs application. 

	Information Commissioner’s Office 
	Confirmation of data protection act renewal. 

	Jane Haisman, Clare in Bloom 
	Advising the Parish Council that Clare in Bloom will not be adopting the BT kiosk on Stoke Road. 

	J Knapp, Parishioner 
	Request that bollards are also included on the greensward opposite Ship Stores, Callis Street. Forwarded to Highways Committee 5/8/11 as ongoing Highways issue.

	A McPherson, SCC
	Letter accompanying £2,000 locality budget cheque received for war memorial works.


 














Crimes…There have been 6 reported crimes for the parish of Clare since the last meeting. Three of these crimes relate to a 15 year old male who does not live in the area, who was detained for theft from 2 shops and possession of cannabis. He received a reprimand for the offences.


Tools were stolen from a van parked in Cavendish Road and a vehicle parked at the slipway had criminal damage to the tyres.


There has also been a crime of nuisance phone calls.


PC Horton and PCSO Wilson conducted a “Street a week” initiative in Bridewell Street, Clare this week. On the whole people were happy and had no issues. One householder thought there should be residents parking for those without a garage or drive, and two households thought that there was a problem with the speed of traffic along the street.











St Edmundsbury Rural South Safer Neighbourhood Team has set up a public meeting to help decide priorities for the team and its partners to tackle in the local area.


 


These public meetings take place on a three monthly basis. Concerns will be fed back to the Safer Neighbourhood Team and partner agencies, who will look to provide solutions.


 


DATE: Thursday 8th September 2011 �TIME: 7pm - 9pm �PLACE: Erskine Centre, Chedburgh, IP29 4UL


 


We really need your input as members of the community and the voice of Parish councils - please come along or send someone to represent you.


























To deal with Anti-social behaviour in the area of Coltsfoot Road within the area of Gipping ward IP2 0N#. Priority was set on 28/01/10.
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