Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 15 September 2011

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chair), Phil Gryce, Keith Mison, Alan Parsley, Peter Phillips, Margaret Godwin, and Gayle Mallows

Clerk, Melanie Butcher and RFO, Sharon Benson

Borough Cllr. Alaric Pugh, County Cllr. Jane Midwood

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllr. Derek Blake and Cllr. Leslie Warmington 
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest – None
	

	
	
	

	
	Section of the meeting open to the public:
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police report – No report. Cllr Gryce wished to ask about the recent vandalism in Clare but will do so directly or via a request to the Clerk.
	Cllr Gryce

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ question time – None
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report – Cllr Midwood presented her report. See attachment to the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report – Report circulated. See attachment to the minutes. 
	

	
	
	

	
	End of public section of meeting
	

	
	
	

	7
	To approve minutes of previous meeting held on 18 August 2011 
	

	
	The minutes were agreed as correct, approved unanimously and signed in the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	To receive an update on actions from the last meeting
	

	
	The Clerk's letter to the police has yet to be sent but all other issues have been completed or are in progress or are on this agenda
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	The clerk drew Councillors’ attention to the fact that although no formal correspondence has been received, the new street lighting arrangements for Clare are now on Suffolk County Council’s website. The switch over is due on 23 April 2012. Councillors agreed to invite the SCC officer, Nigel Panting, to the next Parish Council meeting to explain the process and which lights will be affected. 
	Clerk


	
	There were also two items for noting which included that the route for the remembrance parade has been altered this year due to the police concerns about closing the A1092. The Clerk will circulate the new route to Councillors for their information. The clerk also confirmed that the recent Traffic Order for Clare was heard at the Rights of Way Committee last week and Councillors voted to approve all the parking restriction changes except for those on Market Hill. The Clerk is writing to the chairman of the committee and the portfolio holder to request sight of large petition that was referenced but that the Parish Council have not seen. 
	Clerk


	
	There were four newly reported issues and an update on ten previously reported issues which included confirmation that the fencing on Sheepgate Lane is now complete, the trip hazards on the footpath behind the Swan have been removed, the broken drain cover at Highfields has been repaired, the drain outside the Globe has been unblocked and the illegal chip shop sign has been removed.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance 
	

	
	Sharon Benson presented the monthly accounts and cash flow report. It was noted that a VAT reconciliation is underway, that the loan and insurance are large payments due to go out and that £50,000 has been put on the Money Market for 6-weeks. There were no questions and the summary and cash flow were agreed unanimously and signed as correct. 
	

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence - see attachment to minutes. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports  - for decisions required
	

	a)
	Environment Committee – minutes of 31 August were not circulated. There were no items for decision but Cllr Parsley asked Councillors to note that after investigation, the grit bin at The Heights will not be moved or replaced. 
	Clerk

 

	b)
	Emergency Planning Committee – Minutes of 8 September have not been circulated but Cllr Phillips reported only three members attended the meeting. Cllr Phillips will be coming forward with a new suggestion of how the emergency plan will be communicated to parishioners. 
	Cllr Phillips

	c)
	Communications Committee – Minutes of 30 August were circulated. Cllr Gryce presented two items for decision: he proposed that in addition to Parish News, a one page summary of local news and key Parish Council decisions be publicised on the notice board monthly and that the publication of the Parish News continue with the current supplier. The council voted unanimously in favour of both recommendations. 
	Cllr Gryce

	d)
	Finance Committee – Minutes of 6 September were circulated. There were no items for decision but Sharon Benson drew attention to a request from CHOC for earmarked funds which is being researched by the Finance Committee. 
	

	e)
	Highways Committee – minutes of the meeting held on 5 September and a report into the Market Hill bus stop were circulated. Cllr. Phillips put forward the Highways Committee's recommendation that the bus stop on Market Hill be moved back along Market Hill (as outlined in option one in the report) and a new platform be inserted as a safe place for people to wait and allow people with mobility problems to access the buses more easily. The plan will also generate at least one additional parking space on Market Hill. Moving forward with this option was agreed unanimously. Cllr Haisman praised the committee for all their hard work and dedication into finding the best solution. Cllr Gryce will publicise the intention on the notice board. 
	Highways Committee

Cllr Gryce

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	a)
	i)
	SE/11/1026: Café Clare, 1 Well Lane – change of use of first floor from c3 (dwellinghouse) to part A3 (food and drink) and A2 (professional services). ONE OBSERVATION: Clare Parish Council would like to seek reassurance that the aspects of fire safety have been considered as part of this application. Parish Councillors were concerned that the narrow, steep staircase would be the only fire escape route from the upstairs of this premises in the event of a fire.
	Clerk

	
	ii)
	SE/11/0994: 1 Chilton Hall Cottages, Chilton Street – (i) erection of two and single storey rear extension (ii) erection of single storey side extension. NO OBJECTION.
	

	
	iii)
	SE/11/1043: Well House, Well Lane – erection of (i) replacement shed (ii) wood shed/hen house. NO OBJECTION. 
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting - none
	

	
	
	

	14
	To review the opening hours of the Parish Clerk’s office
	

	
	The Clerk requested a change to the office hours from Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings to Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Cllr Haisman asked Councillors to consider this request based on what would be best for the parishioner, Councillors and the Clerk. After discussion, Councillors voted unanimously in favour of the change on a three month trial basis starting immediately, to be reviewed in January 2012. The Clerk will make necessary changes to the answer phone, notice board and will investigate an out-of-office email response.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Reports – by exception
	

	a)
	Skate Park: Cllr Godwin updated the Parish Council on the meetings she and Cllr Mallows had with the young people and parents interested in this project and explained that the group were forming a formal committee. The new committee is called CYAC and will meet monthly to discuss this project and other activities for young people in Clare. The group had a list of questions for the Parish Council which the council responded to and that Cllr Godwin will feedback to the group. Councillors agreed that they were extremely keen to support this group and would encourage the group to use the Parish Council logo on all formal correspondence to let organisations know they have backing. The council agreed to fund a meeting once a month in the Committee room and the group should be encouraged by Cllr Godwin to fill out a grant aid request form in time for the next Finance Committee meeting as the Parish Council may be able to provide the group with some start-up funds. 
	Clerk and Councillor Godwin

	b)
	Affordable housing for Clare: The Clerk reported that Hastoe are still trying to contact a local landowner to take this project forward.
	

	
	
	

	
	Brief update reports were also supplied on the following:

· Cllr Mallows attended the St Edmundsbury Council budget workshops and provided the official Parish Council feedback form to propose areas for budget reductions . Councillors and parishioners are also invited to submit their own responses’ if they wish to. Cllr Mallows will circulate the details.
· Cllr Phillips reported that the Community Plan group were carrying out a traffic survey to may be setting up a sub-committee to deal with HGV volumes in Clare. They are also working on keeping the fun day going.

· Cllr Gryce reported that Clare Art Group may be coming forward with a proposal for a Clare Art week in 2012. 

· Cllr Haisman reported that the next country park meeting is due to take place on 28/9/11 and that the warden’s hours have now been reduced. 

· Cllr Haisman will attend the Parish Conference on 20/10/11 and sends his apologies for the next parish Council meeting due to be held on the same evening.
	Cllr Mallows

	
	
	

	16
	To receive agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	To review the first draft of the 2012/13 Clare precept
	Clerk


The meeting closed at 21.06pm
Attachment to minutes – Item 5, County Councillor's report 

Cllr Midwood provided the following verbal report relating to Clare:

· Cllr Midwood attended the Police Priority Setting meeting and the recent vandalism in Clare was widely discussed there. 

· Clare is now under the Bury Rural North and South police team overseen by Sgt Kevin Jay.

· Cllr Midwood attended the cabinet meeting, the Development Control Committee and the reading awards where 47 children were awarded certificates.

· It has been reported to Cllr Midwood that the bus services from Clare are running well.

Cllr Midwood also reported that she was unaware of the outcome of the recent Rights Of Way Committee where the TRO for parking in Clare was being discussed. The Clerk reported that she had been informed that all parking changes had been approved apart from the changes requested on Market Hill. 

Cllr Haisman asked Cllr Midwood to explain to the Parish Council why, after over two years of support, she had suddenly withdrawn her support for the Parish Council’s proposed changes to the Market Hill parking two days before the Rights of Way Committee.  It is the understanding of the Parish Council that her withdrawal of support is what caused the proposal to be rejected. 

Cllr Midwood explained that she had since spoken to some traders who felt that the current arrangements were working well and she needed to support the traders. 
Cllr Haisman and Cllr Phillips expressed the Parish Council’s great disappointment at the lack of support on a project which was well-researched and evidence-based, and was designed to provide a benefit to the majority of traders, visitors and parishioners in Clare on a long-term basis, not just one group. Cllr Haisman also explained that the Parish Council will be writing to the Chair of the Rights of Way Committee and the Portfolio holder to gain proof of a large petition that was referred to at the committee meeting which has not been made available to Clare Parish Council. 
Cllr Midwood asked for an update on the research by the Highways Committee into providing an accessible bus stop on Market Hill. Cllr Phillips provided a brief overview of the plans that will be discussed under item 12e. 

Attachment to minutes – Item 6, Borough Councillor's report 

I am delighted to have been elected to represent Clare and look forward to doing my best to uphold the interests of the town at St Edmundsbury Borough Council.  The committees I sit on are: Development Control, Rural Working Party, Sustainable Development Working Party, New Tenancies Working Party and am a substitute on Performance and Audit. I attend Dedham and Stour Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Project and Clare Country Park Steering Group Meetings.

I expect to be in attendance at Parish Council meetings and will be happy to answer any questions from councillors or parishioners after my report. I am happy to run a surgery at a mutually convenient time with parishioners whose questions cannot be addressed at the Parish Council Meeting. My mobile phone number is: 07930460899 and email alaric.pugh@stedsbc.gov.uk
Training undertaken since last report

Shared Services

Spatial Planning

2. Conferences attended

- None

3. Civic events

· None

4. Meetings attended (excluding Majority Group meetings)

· Development Control and site inspection

· Rural Working Party

· Housing tenancy

· Rural Vision Consultation

· Housing Tenancy Strategy

· Sustainable Development

5. Forthcoming meetings before next PC Meeting

· Development Control

· Clare Tourist Information Point Official Opening (postponed from August)

6. Voting record - items with significance to Clare community

· Achieved establishment of information session and debate on Alternative Energy policies


- this topic also to be added to the Parish Conference Agenda

· Achieved agreement on an information visit to the Eastern Enterprise Hub with a view to informing decisions on economic development in West Suffolk

· Sustainable Development Committee approved the Outline Planning Brief for Land to the East of the Granary

· Circulated report on Renewables UK attendance re Wind Farms to all members

7. Current Clare issues involvement/parishioner requests to take forward

· Housing issues (held meetings with appropriate officers)

· Heavy lorries in Clare (from Community Plan) - raised with Rural Action Plan officers

· The future of Clare Country Park - discussion held with appropriate officers

· The future of Clare Library - Tourism Information Point to be launched shortly

· Working on improved signage and information around Clare - discussed with officers

Cllr Pugh also reported verbally that he had visited Stour Valley Community School and he would urge all Cllrs to do the same. A request from the school to allow year 9 pupils to get more involved in the community may be coming forward to the Parish Council. Cllr Pugh also encouraged Cllrs to look up ‘Suffolk Circle’ to see if their community activities can be integrated into some of the existing Clare community support network. 
Attachment to minutes – Item 11, Correspondence:

Items for action

(all circulated to Parish Councillors)

	Nicola Baker, St Edmundsbury Council
	Letter of response regarding the Parish Council’s complaint and request for information following the rejection of planning application Se/11/0705, solar panels on 22 Nethergate Street.  (4 pages)No PC response but Cllr Pugh will take forward the Parish Council’s comments about how complicated the letter was as St Edmundsbury are trying to eradicate this non-user-friendly approach. 
	Cllr Pugh

	Cllr Judy Terry, Suffolk County Council
	Invitation to fill out the questionnaire as part of the mobile library service consultation (1 page, clerk has 8 page questionnaire). Clerk to forward consultation on to Judith Neal. 
	Clerk

	Olive Smith, CHOC
	Invitation to the Parish Council to put forward a 6 person quiz team for their fundraiser on 7 October (1 page, Clerk has booking form). For discussion out of the meeting. 
	

	Chris Rand, St Edmundsbury Council
	Letter of response to the Parish Councils comments on the draft Supplementary Planning Documents (1 page) Noted. No response required.
	

	Ron Longland, parishioner
	Email requesting that any application to cut down trees at Clare Heights are rejected and that the Parish Council considers preservation orders for all trees on the green (1 page). Clerk to reply to parishioner advising him that all requests and consultation go through the Borough Council only. 
	Clerk

	Simon Cairns, Suffolk Preservation Society
	Emailed giving information on the governments Consultation Draft of National Planning Policy Framework and a request for the Parish Council to forward local views on the proposals (2 pages). Cllr Haisman will draft a short response.
	Cllr Haisman


Items for noting

(copies available from the Clerk on request)

	A resident of Clare, no name and address
	Letter complaining about dog-mess in the cemetery. Clerk has added to Environment Committee agenda for 5 October 2011

	P Brown, parishioner
	Letter of complaint against a planning decision which will affect his property and which he was not consulted on. Clerk forwarded complaint to Borough Councillor and the St Edmundsbury. Also informed Planning Committee and updated the parishioner. 

	Carole Locke, Viridor
	Invitation to visit recycling plant. Clerk forwarded to Environment Committee for their information.

	Alan Thorndyke, Suffolk County Council
	Letter explaining the restructure of the Highways department. Clerk forwarded to all PC 31/8/11 for information and suggested it for Highways Committee agenda in September. 

	Ivan Sams, St Edmundsbury Council
	Confirmation of first application to close the road for remembrance service parade. 


The Clerk explained that she has received a large amount of additional correspondence from P Brown and the file was available to inspect by Parish Councillors if required. The Parish Council confirmed that there was currently no further action the Clerk could take and the complaint and matter was down to the Borough Council to resolve. 
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