Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 20 January 2011

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chair), Derek Blake, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Peter Phillips, June Smith, Leslie Warmington (Vice Chair), Alan Parsley and Beryl Sutton; 

Borough Councillor, Jane Bone and County Councillor Jane Midwood

Clerk: Melanie Evans

Five parishioners

	1
	Apologies for absence - Sgt Horton
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members interest - None
	

	
	
	

	
	Section of the meeting open to the public:
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police report – this was circulated and there were no questions. See attachment to the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ question time 
	

	
	Parishioner Paul Dunningham distributed a leaflet from STOC (Stop Turbines Over Clare) to all members and parishioners. He summarised some main points which are: 

· the height of the turbines is far higher than any other local building including the church. 

· the location of the met mast is in the centre of the proposed turbine sites so some turbines will be closer to homes than the mast currently is. 

· allowing this application would make it easier for additional applications from other parties. 

· Parishioners’ quality of life will be affected by issues such as noise and flicker.

He also urged the Parish Council to join STOC in rejecting the application when it comes in and not to be influenced by any offers by BT to invest in infrastructure and services in Clare as these should not be taken into account when considering planning matters.

A second parishioner encouraged the Parish Council to read the range of material available on-line which details why turbines should not be located close to houses. She also highlighted that the distance from homes that BT are proposing is much closer than other countries allow. Cllr Blake asked if there were any specific sites she could recommend and the parishioner agreed to forward the links to the Parish Clerk for circulation to Councillors.

A third parishioner explained he was not against renewable energy in suitable sites but felt that this site was unsuitable for a number of reasons. He asked the Parish Council how much public opinion plays in the decision making process. 

Cllr Haisman explained briefly how the planning process works highlighting that the Parish Council is a consultee. He explained that the Parish Council wished to use this and future meetings as a way of hearing the views of all parishioners. The February Parish Council would be used to discuss the issue of wind turbines in Clare in general and the planning application would be discussed in a future Parish Council meeting once the application had been submitted.

Cllr Haisman said that local campaigns and strong local opinion can make a difference in getting the borough council to overturn planning applications but that they will consider the whole spectrum of views that may be presented to them. 


	Parishioner and Clerk

	5
	County Councillor’s Report – see attachment to the minutes
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report – see attachment to the minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	End of public section of meeting
	

	
	
	

	7
	To approve minutes of previous meeting held on 16 December 2010 
	

	
	Slight amendments were made to pages 2 and 3 to items relating to Finance Committee. The minutes were then nominated for approved by Cllrs Meikle and Smith, and approved unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	8
	To receive an update on the actions from the last meeting
	

	
	Cllr Haisman went through the list of actions. Those outstanding were:

· Funding for new interpretation boards. Cllr Mison updated the Parish Council that he had looked at the boards and only two need replacing which he will approach the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley organisation about.
	Cllr Mison 

	
	
	

	9
	Clerks Report
	

	
	There were no items for action and four items for noting. There were no questions for the Clerk from Councillors.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence – see attachment to the minutes.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Finance - Presentation of monthly accounts and cash flow report.
	

	i)
	The cash flow and financial summary for December were presented by the Clerk and examined by the council. No changes were made. These were proposed as correct by Cllr Blake, seconded by Cllr Mison and approved unanimously. 
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports 
	

	a)
	Environment  Committee – report from 5 January meeting:

There will be a proposal regarding the locking of the cemetery gates arrangement prior to the next Finance committee meeting.

Cllr Smith asked if the Street Cleaners could be asked to clear the snow and ice later in the mornings than they had been as the process is very noisy. This was agreed.
	Cllr Meikle

Clerk

	b)
	Emergency Planning Committee:

Cllr Sutton reported that the shelf tenders will go out shortly.
	

	c)
	Communications Committee:

No meeting held. Cllr Smith reported she was waiting for a tender documents from the Clerk.
	Clerk

	d)
	Finance Committee – report from 12 January meeting:

Cllr Blake gave a summary of the meeting held on 12 January particularly highlighting that:

i) text alerts for the main Parish Council bank account are being introduced for the Finance Chairman as an extra safeguarding measure

ii) the SALC briefing on payments had been considered and no further changes to the Financial Regulations need to be made at this stage

iii) the war memorial grant had been approved but that further damage had occurred resulting in additional costs. 
	

	e)
	Highways Committee – report from 11 January meeting:

Cllr Smith reported that the committee felt that the car parking issues had become worse and that perhaps pushing forward with presenting the Community Plan to Ian Poole would help keep this issue in the Borough Council’s mind. Cllr Haisman reported that the plan is to be presented to CEO, Geoff Rivers shortly and Cllr Haisman will suggest Ian Poole is invited to this presentation meeting.
	Cllr Haisman




	13
	Planning 
	

	
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  - None
	

	
	
	

	
	Borough Decisions 
	

	
	TCA10/2040 – Clare cemetery, fell Cypress tree - APPROVED

TCA10/2034 – Priory Farm, a large number of tree weeks- APPROVED

TCA10/2031 – Clare Country Park, fell 10 Sycamores and 1 Ash tree - APPROVED

TCA10/2033 – Well House, tree works- APPROVED
	

	
	
	

	14
	To receive details of the Community Plan monitoring group structure
	

	
	Cllr Phillips gave an update of the meeting held between himself, Cllr Haisman and Nigel Partridge, Chair of the Community Plan committee. It was agreed that an action group will be formed of members of each of the lead bodies and members of the community who will make sure actions from the plan are taken forward and monitor progress. The Parish Council agreed that Cllr Phillips would be the Parish Council representative on the group – their first meeting will take place on 1 March 2011. It was agreed that this group would be very useful but it was noted that it will be important that the community is kept up to date with the actions from the Community Plan even if it’s decided that some items will not go ahead.
	Cllr Phillips

	
	
	

	15
	To discuss the future of library service in Clare
	

	
	A discussion was held regarding the County Council’s proposal to close Clare Library and all councillors were in agreement that closure of the library would be detrimental to Clare and the surrounding villages. The library’s services are so widely used by many groups including young people and vulnerable adults. There was also general agreement that trying to run a library service locally would be extremely difficult as services such as book ordering and internet use would logistically not work if all the library services in the country were no longer linked. Clare, as a Key Service Centre, also has a particular issue in trying to fund such as service as users come from outside of the parish so it would be unfair to simply raise the Clare precept to fund the service. It was agreed that the Parish Council would therefore try to prevent the closure and force the County Council to keep providing the service. This will be done by: Cllr Haisman writing to central government and copy in our MP, and Cllrs Sutton and Philips engaging parishioners and the primary school to put pressure of the County Council. An update on progress should be given at the next Parish Council meeting on 17 February. 
	Cllrs Haisman, Sutton and Phillips

	
	
	

	16
	To receive a report on the findings of the rural housing site visit held on 14 January
	

	
	Cllrs Phillips, Warmington, Mison and Blake attended this site meeting. They reported it was useful as several sites were identified that had not been considered before including sites on Cavendish Road and Clare Heights. Hastoe will be writing a report on the findings.
	Hastoe 

	
	
	

	17
	To discuss the issue of the contaminated gas supply to homes in Clare
	

	
	Cllr Smith explained the problem with a contaminated gas supply to Clare which is resulting in parishioner’s boilers breaking down. The Clerk explained that a parishioner, Jane Haisman, had been speaking to the National Grid and they have agreed to fix and pay for new filters for those people affected. It was agreed that a notice should be put on notice boards asking parishioners to let the Parish Council know if they have been affected and that a letter will be sent to The National Grid asking them to meet with the Parish Council in order to try and solve the problem. Cllr Haisman told Councillors that he has also recently reminded the Borough Council about the infrastructure meeting that the Parish Council requested so that gas supply issues can also be addressed as part of this meeting when it takes place. 
	Clerk and Cllr Haisman

	
	
	

	18
	To agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	Tuesday 3 May 2011. Cllr Haisman will be away so Vice Chair Cllr Warmington will work with the Clerk on the format of the meeting.
	Cllr Warmington and Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Reports – by exception
	

	
	Chapel l – The working party have not met but Cllr Meikle reported that the insurance work on the chapel is proceeding well. Tenders for the additional Parish Council work will go out shortly which explore costs for internal alterations and a separate modular building. Prices and options will be brought to the Parish Council when they have been received. Councillors agreed that the company carrying out the insurance works could be told formally only to put the chapel back to its original condition. The Clerk agreed to take some progress pictures for the Parish News.
	Clerk

	
	CLASP – Cllr Sutton informed Councillors that there were two new members on the group and that the constitution is being revisited. 
	

	
	War memorial – Cllr Mison asked for a Councillor to take on responsibility for progressing this project in his absence. Cllr Parsley agreed. 
	Cllr Parsley

	
	Nuttery – Cllr Mison reported that the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley project wishes to enter the Nuttery into the greenest county competition. All agreed this was fine.
	Cllr Mison

	
	Tourism Forum – Cllr Blake and the Clerk circulated a draft ‘green’ focused leaflet that the East of England Tourist Board, in brief consultation with the Tourism Forum, had written about Clare that is due to be printed and 15,000 copies circulated nationally. Cllr Smith raised concerns that this and other recent Borough Council led publications were inaccurate and badly written. A brief discussion was held on why only certain attractions or shops could be included in certain publications – this related mainly to funding sources or the remit of the organisaion producing the leaflets. It was however agreed that the Tourism Forum could try and get involved in Clare publications at an earlier stage so they can have more influence.  Cllr Blake will feed this back to the Tourism Forum. There were no changes to the East of England leaflet from Councillors. 
	Cllr Blake

	
	Christmas lights – Cllr Smith asked that arrangements be made with the Street Cleaners to store the Christmas lights road closure signs. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting – none received.
	


The meeting closed at 9.34pm

Attachment to minutes – Item 3, Police Report:

Local Issues and Actions


Local meetings


Attachment to minutes – Item 5, County Councillors report 

Cllr Midwood reported on the following relating to Clare:

· Library closure consultation is now taking place and Cllr Midwood circulated one copy of the papers to the Parish Council. The Clerk confirmed that no correspondence on this consultation had been received by the Parish Council and Cllr Haisman asked Cllr Midwood to ask someone to contact the Parish Council formally regarding this as a matter of urgency. Councillors were in general agreement that the closure of the library in Clare would be detrimental to the community. 

· A ‘Guidelines for speed management in Suffolk’ document was given to Cllr Smith for consideration by the Highways Committee. 

· Suffolk County Council are looking at the possibility of a pedestrian crossing at the top of Well Lane.

Cllr Meikle requested that Cllr Midwood ask the County Council to ensure that concise, timely and accurate information about changes to the bus services were given to the Parish Council. Cllr Meikle gave an example of the recent poor communication received regarding the 370 service. Cllr Meikle will correspond with Cllr Midwood to provide full details. 

After an issue of timetables was raised by Cllr Mison, it was also agreed that the County Council needed to provide clearer timetable information at bus stops.

Attachment to minutes – Item 6, Borough Councillors report

Cllr Bone reported that:

· She was disappointed to see an application for housing on the site of the auction rooms (SE/10/1504) has been approved. 

Cllr Sutton asked if the Borough Council may have a fund which could be used to support the library service. Cllr Bone agreed to find out. 

Attachment to minutes – Item 10, Correspondence:

SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

January 2011

Action

	J Knapp, Parishioner
	Request for yellow lines near his property on Callis Street to improve parking problems. Refer to Highways Committee but ask for grass to be repaired in the meantime. 

	Mr ST Hermiston, Parishioner
	Would like to know if the Parish Council were able to make representation regarding the withdrawal of Suffolk County Councils funding of the 372/374 bus service from Clare to Bury St Edmunds. Write to Parishioner to tell him that 374 is remaining a commercial service and the 372 is remaining a withdrawn service. 

	Mrs J Moody, Hurst Bakery
	Requests that the PC remove the planter outside the bakery for security reasons. Clerk to ask Clare in Bloom to remove their planter. 


Noting

	K Haisman, SVET
	Informing the PC that approval for Stour Valley Community School has been granted and that an open evening will be held on 25/1/11.

	SALC
	Information on SCC budget cuts and implications for services (circulated via email to PC 22/12/10).

	Kate Biles, Victim Support Suffolk
	Thank you to the PC for £100 donated.

	P Clayton, Suffolk Constabulary
	Making the PC aware that road closures cannot be carried out by the police for events and that policing required for events may be chargeable from April 2011.

	The Clare Society
	Donation of £25 offered towards to the Clare Christmas Lights.

	Ian Poole, St Eds Borough Council
	Invitation to Bury St Edmunds Vision 2031 Master Plan launch event on 2 February (circulated 12/1/11)

	P Bridges, Suffolk Local History Council
	Request for a Local History Recorder from Clare (matter already passed to Clare Historical Society and the Ancient House Museum). 

	Clare primary school
	Thank you letter regarding the £50 village of the year gardening vouchers.

	A Gee, Passenger Transport at Suffolk County Council
	An update on the new bus service between Bury St Edmunds and Haverhill and details of sponsorship for the 343 service. 


Wind farm parishioner correspondence

	
	Name
	Dated

	Date 
circulated to PC
	For or against or comment

	1
	M Bevan
	10/1/11
	12/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	P Cooper
	6/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	J&K Handscombe
	8/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	J Knapp
	8/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	E Knight
	10/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	J Knight
	10/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	F Perry
	9/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	J Simpson
	10/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	P&R Smith
	9/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	10
	P Swithinbank
	5/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	R Richards
	7/1/11
	12/1/11  - email
	Against

	
	J Baker
	17/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	J Beecher
	14/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	C Beenham
	13/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	M Bent
	16/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	P Dunningham
	13/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	P&C Geare
	15/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	J Gemmill
	9/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	S&P Hallowell
	17/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	20
	C Hodson
	12/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	S Kennedy
	13/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	M Livingston
	16/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	P Loup
	14/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	M Crichton Maitland
	15/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	T&J McNelly
	12/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	S Pritchard
	16/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	A Pugh
	15/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	G Saunders
	13/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	J Saunders
	13/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	30
	S Webb
	14/1/11
	17/1/11 - email
	Against

	
	G&G Bray
	17/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	J Collecott
	17/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	M Cowper
	14/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	J Draper
	18/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	R Draper
	17/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	P Gooderham
	18/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	A de Groot
	19/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	S Hermiston
	17/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	M Standen
	14/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	40
	D Trollope
	18/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	G Robins
	17/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against

	
	P Ryan
	19/1/11
	20/1/11 – circulation
	Against





We have just had the 3 monthly priority setting meeting at Stanton last Tuesday. The priority for the South has been kept as Burglary other Building and will remain for the next 3 months. With a task of better communication between the public and the Police during all stages of the crimes.


The date for the next priority setting meeting is Thursday 10th March 2011 7pm – 9pm at the Erskine Centre Chedburgh IP294UL This is open to the public to discuss the community priorities for the area.





























There have been 12 reported crimes for the Parish of Clare since the November meeting. Four of these were crimes involving motor vehicles, three thefts, three burglaries of buildings (not dwelling), one assault on New Years Day that is still under investigation, and one criminal damage.





There have been a few thefts of catalytic converters from motor vehicles in the surrounding area. If you see anyone acting suspiciously around vehicles please let us know. 





PCSO 3071 Ryan Wilson has been with us since the 6th January and has already introduced himself to most of the businesses in Clare.
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