
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 17 June 2010

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Tony Sharp (Vice Chair), Derek Blake, Jim Meikle, Beryl Sutton, June Smith and Les Warmington; 
Clerk/Finance Officer: Melanie Evans 

Borough Cllr. Jane Bone, County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Sgt Horton, and six parishioners.
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies for absence
	

	
	Cllr. Mison 
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Register of members’ interests. 
	

	
	None received.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman opened the public section of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	5.
	County Councillor’s Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Presentation of the Community Plan
	

	
	Nigel Partridge, Chair of the Community Plan Steering Group opened his presentation by thanking the Parish Council for their assistance with facilitating the production of the plan. He summarised that the collation of data has taken longer than anticipated as they wanted to make sure all the figures are correct. 

The ‘executive summary’ has been renamed as the ‘Community Plan Highlights’ and will be produced in a booklet format that will be delivered to every household by the end of June. A compatible action plan has also been produced. It features the Parish Council highly so will need approval before it is published. A monitoring group has been set up to meet three times a year to check the action plan is being carried out. The full report will be printed and circulated to key stakeholders and made available for the public. 

Having had chance to review the highlights prior to the meeting, the council raised the following questions and comments:

· The council would like to see the action plan available to the public – the Clerk’s office, the library and website would be appropriate. 

· All lead bodies should get a copy of the action plan.

· There was discussion around whether or not the highlights should be signed off by the chair of the steering group but it was agreed not as this is a community document completed by everyone in Clare.

· There was general agreement that the introduction was excellent but the title ‘background summary’ does not do the piece justice – consider changing the title.

· The Clerks contact details should be included.

· After a query from Cllr Haisman, Nigel reassured the council that the people who set the questions were independent from those who reviewed the answers to avoid bias in the interpretation. Cllr. Haisman noted that although on the Steering Group, he also stepped back from the editorial stage. The results were also offered to Hundon’s Community Plan Steering Group for review.

The council signed off the highlights unanimously and thanked the Steering Group for an excellent report. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and opened the Parish Council meeting
	

	
	
	

	8.
	Minutes of meeting held on 20 May 2010
	

	
	These were reviewed and agreed as correct.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Clerks report – report circulated
	

	
	The Clerk reported that Suffolk Acre are unable to present the Clare Local Housing Need Survey until the  August meeting. It was agreed that this was acceptable and no interim meeting was required. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk asked if the use of the Clerk’s Office for the Stour Valley Education Trust’s administration had now ceased completely and if so, could it be arranged for the remaining paper work to be removed. It was confirmed that use of the office has ended. Cllr Haisman will arrange the removal of the last of the paperwork from the office. 

Cllr Sutton and Cllr Smith raised concern that the office had been used at all by the Trust as they felt that this could be misconstrued as an alliance between the council and the Trust. Cllr Blake explained that the Trust has been set up as a company but that it is a charitable trust not a commercial business and is without political alliance so there is no conflict of interest with the council. Cllr Sutton and Cllr Smith requested that some guidance from SALC and possibly the Standards Board that this use of the office was in order. There was disagreement between members as to whether this clarity needed to sought considering the office use has already ended but it was agreed advice should be sought in relation to concerns raised and reported back to the Parish Council.

It was also suggested that guidance should also be sought regarding the Parish Council’s relationship with the free schools initiative bearing in mind that two councillors were directors of the registered company created to deal with the bid for a ‘free school’
	Cllr Haisman



	
	
	

	
	Geoff Rivers’ office has acknowledged that they have failed to respond to the Parish Council’s letter dated 23 April re parking and will reply by Friday 18 June.
	

	
	
	

	
	No requests have been made for the council to hold a full election so the vacancy will shortly be advertised for co-option.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk has booked on three days of training in July.
	

	
	
	

	
	Loose masonry above the Cardamom restaurant had been reported to the Borough Council and is being dealt with by their Conservation Officer.
	

	
	
	

	
	The police have reported that they have exhausted all their current lines of enquiry into the fire at the chapel and they therefore stopped actively pursuing the case.
	

	
	
	

	
	A query has been raised by the external auditors regarding the Council’s submission but the clerk has provided more details which seem to be satisfactory.
	

	
	
	

	
	The village of the year judging date will be Wednesday 30 June. Invitations will be sent to all Parish Councillors shortly.
	

	
	
	

	
	Suffolk ACRE’s AGM will be held on 14 July.
	

	
	
	

	10. 
	Correspondence - See attachment to the Minutes.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11.
	Finance  - Presentation of monthly accounts
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary and the cash flow report for the period ending 31 May 2010.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr Blake seconded by Cllr Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Committee Reports
	

	
	a.
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 2 June 2010 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr Meikle highlighted all of the items that were discussed at the last meeting. 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	It was noted that the Clerk had not circulated the in camera item for the Environment Committee. 
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr Smith noted that several parishioners have mentioned how good the cemetery looks at the moment. The weeds around the war memorial however do need some attention. 
	Environment Committee

	
	
	

	
	b. 
	Emergency Planning 
	

	
	
	Cllr Sutton is filling out the recent flooding survey the council have received. Other councillors should also forward on their experiences to the Clerk to collate. 
	All

	
	
	
	

	
	c.
	Communications Committee – nothing to report.
	

	
	

	
	d. 
	Finance Committee. The minutes from the meeting held on 8 June 2010 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	 
	It was noted that the committee has a new Chairman, Cllr Blake. 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The committee has recommended £150 be allocated to the Kernos Centre. This was seconded by Cllr Sharp and approved by the Parish Council under section 137.  
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The committee also recommended that £500 be given to the local Safer Neighbourhoods police team in order for them to purchase two bikes for patrolling Clare. The provision of providing the funding is that the council asks the police to undertake some cycling proficiency courses for young people in Clare. The proposal was seconded by Cllr Sharp and approved unanimously under section 31 of the Local Government Act 1997. 
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr Blake gave an overview of the items discussed at the meeting. He highlighted a number of items including: 

- the advice from SALC that not all Parish Councillor’s can sit on the Finance Committee as it would then become a full Parish Council.  Councillors should attend and speak under the public part of the agenda.   - Finance Committee wishes to suggest to CHOC that the £500 village of the year grant be spent on improving the committee room and offered the help of Cllrs Smitth and Sutton to support CHOC’s efforts.

- the Council’s attention was drawn to impending report on street cleaning and the use of the chapel.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. Blake recommended to the Parish Council on behalf of the Finance Committee that the market rent for the fish monger is not increased but remains at £300 per year. Cllr Smith seconded this and it was approved unanimously. 
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Planning
	

	a)
	i.
	SE/10/0637 – 1 Gosford Close, to fell 3 pollarded Willow trees. This was recommended for approval by Cllr Sharp on behalf of the Planning Committee, was seconded by Cllr Smith and approved unanimously. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	ii.
	SE/10/0650 – Moot Hall, provision of 1 fascia sign to front elevation. This was recommended for approval by Cllr Sharp on behalf of the Planning Committee, was seconded by Cllr Smith and approved unanimously. In sending approval, the Clerk will check that the correct spelling will be used on the sign. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	iii.
	SE/10/0660 – Barclay House, replacement of existing door and window with casement window to rear elevation. This was recommended for approval by Cllr Sharp on behalf of the Planning Committee, was seconded by Cllr Smith and approved unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iv.
	SE/10/0604 – Larks, Malting Lane, erection of 1 ½ storey side extension and attached garage and conservatory to side elevation. This was recommended for approval by Cllr Sharp on behalf of the Planning Committee, was seconded by Cllr Smith and approved unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  
	

	
	None received
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	SE/10/0428 – Land adjacent to the Nuttery - GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/1911 – Tree works relating to 1 Market Hill - GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/1905 – Fell 3 willow trees at Stour House, Stoke Road - GRANTER
	

	
	AP/P/406/500 – Preservation order allocated to a Beech tree on greenswards west of The White House, Nethergate Street.
	

	
	
	

	14.
	Local development framework
	

	
	Cllr Haisman summarised that after email discussion, the Parish Council have submitted their response to the local development framework consultation papers in time for the June 10 deadline but that the letter now needed to be ratified and the LDF notified of this. A large amount of discussion took place around the content of the letter and Councillors were in disagreement as to whether the second part of the letter (the actual response to the preferred sites) was truly representative of the views of the majority of the Parish Councillors. It was agreed that the speed at which St Edmundsbury required the response and the changes they made to the possible sites to be used for housing has been a contributing factor in making it difficult for the Council to come to a clear agreement on which site is the Parish Council’s preferred option. It was also agreed that the first part of the letter (the background to the Parish Council”s position) still stood as it had already been debated, approved and agreed in previous Parish Council meetings and that the Council’s pressure on the local authority to provide better infrastructure for Clare remained a key issue. There was general debate about whether the letter should be withdrawn leaving the Parish Council as having ‘not responded’ to the consultation. Cllr Haisman expressed concern that not having responded is not a strong position for the Parish Council. Cllr Blake proposed that a letter be written to St Edmundsbury which clarifies the Parish Council’s position but highlights that in light of the finding of the recent Clare Community Plan and taking in to account the current changes in government policy that Clare Parish Council requires more time to discuss and revisit the whole of the preferred sites issue. This letter would be written by Cllr Blake and sent round to all Councillors for their approval prior to it being submitted.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Warmington. Cllr Smith and Cllr Haisman voted against the proposal but it was carried by majority. 
	Cllr Blake and Clerk


	
	
	

	15.
	Reports
	

	
	Highways
	Cllr Smith will take up the highways issues with Kevin Shipp as progress has been very slow.  
	Cllr Smith

	
	Country Park
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association.
	Cllr Sharp recently represented the Parish Council at a meeting and all went well. 
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E
	Cllr Haisman noted that they have given their support to the Stour Valley Education Trust proposals for the Middle School. 
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	Parish News
	This is currently out for Councillors’ comments and will be printed on Friday 18 June. 
	Clerk and Cllr. Meikle

	
	CHOC
	The surveyor in charge of the survey on the CHOC buildings is being chased up for his report and CHOC has a new committee member who is working with the Clerk to make some updates to CHOC’s section of the website. 
	Clerk

	
	CLASP
	Cllr Sutton made the council aware that she is likely to become a CLASP trustee. 
	

	
	Ancient House Museum
	Patrick Daniels who was a trustee on behalf of the Chairman of Clare Parish Council can no longer continue in this role due to his council resignation. A new member form the council is therefore required. Cllr Blake proposed that he change his lay member trustee position to become the Chairman’s representative and then Patrick Daniels could take on the lay position. Cllr Haisman seconded this proposal and it was approved unanimously. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16.
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	Community Plan – the council agreed that as many of the actions to come out of the Community Plan need to be led by the Parish Council, the council would set up a separate open meeting with Nigel Partridge to discuss this fully. 
	Clerk

	
	Parking – this will be an agenda item at the next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	Teen Project – this is moving ahead now planning permission has been approved. And meetings with the parents, young people, and the police are taking place. Talks of a teen project by the playing fields association are now also taking place. 
	

	
	Tourism working party – Sharon Fairweather recently presented to the group and as a result some projects are now being pursued which are to produce two leaflets, improve signage, join the Suffolk Tourism Partnership via the Business Association, making an information/leaflet point in the country park and looking at becoming a Welcome Town and a Green Town. 
	

	
	
	

	17
	Agenda items for next meeting
	Clerk

	
	Guidance from SALC regarding office sharing with companies
	Clerk

	
	Parking on Market Hill. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 10.02pm
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
June 2010

Action

	David Burr Estate agents
	Letter asking the Parish Council to support free parking on Market Hill. This issue will be taken as an agenda item at July’s Parish Council meeting.

	Cycle Suffolk Project Co-ordinator
	Enquiry about involving Clare on the Tour of Britain cycle race which will pass through Clare in September. 

Agreed that this is something we should support. Clerk to forward details onto CBA and the local schools in case they wish to get involved and the Clerk will ask the organiser if there is a practical way Clare can support the event. 

	Ancient House Museum Trust
	Request to appoint a council representative to the Ancient House board of trustees. 

See minute point 15. 

	Clare In Bloom secretary
	Invitation to Parish Councillor’s to the Clare in Bloom judging day on 8 July 2010.

Parish Councillor’s to let the Clerk know if they wish to attend. 

	Head teacher at Clare Community Primary School
	Email regarding the progress of the roundhouse project which the Parish Council has provided funding for. 

Cllr. Haisman will respond thanking them for an update. 

	Bury St Edmunds Environmental Health Officer
	Letter advising of changes to polices which can be commented on until 6 July. 

Comments to be sent to the Clerk for collation. 


Noting
	Braintree District Council
	Extension of the Braintree District LDF from consultation 24 June to 8 July.

	Mr C J Hodson
	Letter thanking the council for removing the Laurel trees in the cemetery. 

	Mr Richard Benson
	Copy of letter that Mr Benson has sent to Kevin Shipp regarding the proposed prohibition of waiting in Cavendish Road. 

A letter should be sent to Kevin Shipp noting that the council continues to support the current road layout. No respond deemed necessary to Mr Benson as the Parish Council were only copied in. 

	Clare in Bloom secretary
	Letter of thanks for the grant the Parish Council have issued. 

	Clare First Responders
	Letter of thanks for the grant the Parish Council have issued.

	Patrick Daniels
	Letter of resignation as a Clare Parish Councillor. 


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 17 June 2010

3.
Police Report

Sgt Kevin Horton reported that from 20 May to 16 June 2010, there have been seven incidents crimes in Clare which consist of four thefts and on incident each of criminal damage, assault and burglary. 

The current Safer Neighbourhood's Teams current priority is to prevent burglary of buildings (other than dwellings). This is in response to a rise in these incidents recently.

There are two other current issues in Clare that the police have identified as a result of a house-to-house survey and these are noise from The Swan Public House and young people cycling on the pavements. The police are tacking both these issues. 

The next SNT tasking meeting is 7 July at 2.30pm at Whepsteaad Village Hall. The police will also be attending the primary school fete as part of child safety week. 

Cllr Haisman stated that request for speed watch volunteers was being included in the next edition of Parish News. Sgt Horton reported that the police speed camera van would be in Clare shortly. 

4.
Parishioners Question Time

It was noted by a parishioner that April and May’s Parish Council meeting minutes were not on the Clare website and he requested to know when they would be put up. The Clerk apologised for the delay which is as a result of the being new in post. They will be updated on 18 June. 

A parishioner read out a signed declaration from all the businesses on Market Hill stating that they are unhappy with the proposal to reduce the parking time from two to one hours. A second parishioner supported the document and asked if the Parish Council would reconsider the proposal now that they had received the declaration directly from the businesses that would be affected. Cllr Haisman thanked the parishioners for their efforts in collecting the signatures and will put this as an agenda item on the next parish council meeting agenda so it can be discussed and actioned appropriately. 

Cllr Haisman asked if any of the businesses who had signed the form also sold parking permits for the Country Park Car Park. Only two businesses offer the permits. The parishioner indicated that some posters were out of date. Cllr Haisman encouraged them to obtain an amended poster from the Clare Business Association. 

A sign indicating the location of the public toilets was requested. Cllr Haisman asked the parishioner to redirect his query to the Tourism Forum who are currently investigating signage in Clare. 

5.
County Councillor’s report

Cllr Jane Midwood reported that she has applied for £1,000 locality funding for a new speed gun which will be shared by all the local villages taking part in the speed watch campaign.

Cllr Midwood has spoken to Kevin Shipp regarding the parking and has been assured that consultation will start in the next 2 weeks and that he will also be taking action on installing the bollard on the corner of Cavendish Road by The Bell Public House within the next two weeks. 

There is a governor vacancy at Clare Middle School that Cllr Midwood wanted to publicise. The next LEA appointment committee is 12 July but any interested parties should speak to Cllr Midwood.

Cllr Sutton made Cllr Midwood aware that she has a meeting booked regarding all the street lighting issues on 22 June. 

Cllr Haisman asked Cllr Midwood if she knew why Wickhambrook has been removed from the Local Development Framework as a Key Rural Service Centre and she reported it was largely related to Wickhambrook’s lack of employment opportunities. Wickhambrook Parish Council had been in favour of becoming a service centre. 

6.
Borough Councillor's report

Cllr. Jane Bone reported that she is concerned to hear that there is a planning application being considered for wind turbines at Leys Farm and she wishes to discuss this with the Parish Council once the application has been submitted.
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