

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 20 May 2010

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Tony Sharp (Vice Chair), Derek Blake, Patrick Daniels, Jim Meikle, Beryl Sutton and Les Warmington; 
Clerk/Finance Officer: Melanie Evans and Sharon Benson.  

Borough Cllr. Jane Bone, County Cllr. Jane Midwood, and eleven Parishioners.
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Election of Chairman
	

	
	Cllr. Sutton nominated Cllr. K. Haisman and this was seconded by Cllr. 

Warmington. There were no further nominations.
	

	
	Cllr Haisman accepted the nomination and Cllr. Sharp paid tribute to Cllr Haisman’s hard work over the last 12 months.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman
	

	
	This was completed.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Election of Vice Chairman
	

	
	Cllr. Blake nominated Cllr. Sharp and this was seconded by Cllr. Warmington.  There were no further nominations.  
	

	
	Cllr. Sharp accepted the nomination and Cllr. Haisman thanked Cllr. Sharp for his unstinting and invaluable support as Vice Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Apologies for absence
	

	
	Cllr. Mison and Cllr. Smith.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Register of members’ interests. 
	

	
	None received.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman opened the public section of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	County Councillor’s Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  
	

	
	Cllr Bone reported that a new Mayor had been elected position, Cllr. Ian Holder.  Clerk to write a letter of congratulations.
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. Haisman thanked Cllr. Bone for her support with the Baker and Baker planning application. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	10. 
	Election of Committees and Representatives
	

	a)
	Environment Committee.  Cllrs. Mison, Meikle, Blake, Sharp and Warmington agreed to stand.  
	

	b)
	Finance Committee.  Cllrs. Haisman, Mison, Smith, Blake and Sutton agreed to stand.  Cllr. Daniels will step down.  Cllr Warmington asked that the Clerk investigate the possibility of those councillors not standing as permanent Finance Committee members being able to join the Finance Committee on an ad hoc basis when major items are due for discussion.
	Clerk

	c)
	Emergency Planning Committee.  Cllrs. Sutton and Meikle agreed to continue.
	

	d)
	Website Committee.  Cllrs. Haisman, Mison and Smith agreed to remain on this Committee. It was agreed this committee should become the Communications Committee in order to include the Parish News and as such, Cllr. Meikle agreed to stand. 
	

	e)
	Clare Playing Field Association Representative.  Cllr. Sharp agreed to continue.
	

	f)
	SALC Representative.  Cllr. Haisman agreed to continue.
	

	g)
	CLASP Representative.  Cllr. Sutton agreed to stand.
	

	h)
	Clare Country Park Panel Representatives.  Cllrs. Warmington and Smith agreed to continue.
	

	i)
	CBA/Tourism Representative.  Cllrs. Smith and Blake agreed to continue.
	

	j)
	Planning Advisory Group.  Cllrs. Mison, Sharp and Smith agreed to continue.
	

	k)
	Highways Officer. Cllr Smith agreed to continue. 
	

	
	These appointments were proposed en bloc by Cllr Sutton seconded by Cllr Warmington and approved unanimously.  

Cllr Blake suggested that it would be helpful to have a complete list of all committees and trusts where the Parish Council appoints representatives
	Clerk

	11.
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 15 April 2010.
	

	
	Approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr. Blake, seconded by 

Cllr. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Clerks Report.  Report circulated.  
	

	
	Additional actions are needed in order to install an office sign on the Parish Council Office and CHOC needs notifying of the plans.
	Cllr Haisman and Clerk

	
	
	

	
	A stall holder has requested a regular pitch on the Market Hill. This will be forwarded to the Finance Committee. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	A parishioner may be able to help with the running of the BMX track. Cllr. Sharp is following this up.
	Cllr Sharp

	
	
	

	
	The Village of the Year application has been submitted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tim Yeo has acknowledged our request for future assistance with parking issues in Clare and has agreed to assist if required. 
	

	
	
	

	13.
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	14.
	Finance.  
	

	
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary and the cash flow report for the period ending 30 April 2010.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. Sharp seconded by Cllr. Blake and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Three precepted grants were released for the First Responders, Clare Swimming Club and Clare in Bloom.
	

	
	
	

	
	As a general principle it was agreed that Councillors should claim reasonable expenses incurred directly as a result of their role as Councillor. It was agreed specifically that Cllrs can claim costs of printer ink if they wish.
	

	
	
	

	
	The internal audit report by Heelis and Lodge was discussed. It is a clean audit report with only one recommendation made. The Councillor’s passed their thanks to Sharon Benson for her hard work to achieve this.
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors viewed the Local Councils Annual return for the year end 31 March 2010. They agreed the accounting statements were correct and reviewed the governance statements which they agreed that the council had met. It was noted that point five (to carry out a risk assessment) had been completed after the 31 March 2010 deadline. Sharon Benson will be writing an accompanying statement to the external auditors to explain the delay with this matter.  It was proposed by Cllr. Blake, seconded by Cllr. Sharp, and then agreed unanimously that the Chairman could sign the form to approve the accounting and governance statements. The forms were then signed by Cllr. Haisman and the Clerk. 
	


	15.
	Committee Reports
	

	
	a.
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 5 May 2010 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	It was noted that the committee has a new Chairman, Cllr. Meikle.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. Haisman questioned whether the stone-work from the war memorial that has become detached should be collected. Some has but this additional material will also be collected.
	Cllr. Sharp

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. Sutton reported that she is currently arranging an investigation into whether or not the chapel is consecrated. 
	Cllr. Sutton

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The Parish Council agreed that any decisions about the chapel should be made by the whole of the Parish Council and consultation will start immediately with the community via the next newsletter. 

Cllr Meikle, as Chair of the Environment Committee, will lead the investigation of options and presentation of recommendations to full Parish Council. 
	Cllr. Meikle

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The action plan from the annual risk assessment review was discussed. Approval of the plan was proposed by Cllr. Blake and seconded by Cllr. Meikle. Actioning the plan will be an agenda item at the next Environment and Finance Committee meetings. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b. 
	Emergency Planning – nothing to report.
	

	
	

	
	c.
	Website Committee – nothing to report.
	

	
	

	
	d. 
	Finance Committee. The minutes from the meeting held on 11 May 2010 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	 
	The committee has recommended £60 be allocated to the Coffee-Stop to continue for three months from September. This was approved by the Parish Council under section 137.  
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Spending under precepted budgets without further approval was discussed. It was clarified that all items precepted for in the budget can be spent without further prior approval by the Finance Committee and the Parish Council.  All items of expenditure are presented to the full Council in the monthly finance reports. It is the responsibility of the Finance Officer to ensure that it is the correct use of the budget. 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The Parish Council agreed with the Finance Committee that additional funds for the chapel rebuild could be available in principle subject to the findings and recommendations of the Environment Committee.
	

	
	
	

	16.
	Planning
	

	a)
	i.
	SE10/0430 – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare. Trees in conservation area – fell 3 white willow trees. Recommended for approval by Cllr. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	ii.
	SE10/0428 – Land adjacent to the Nuttery, Clare. Change of use of land to BMX track with associated engineering works to create track, jumps and berms for a temporary period of 5 years. 

The objections from the community were discussed and it was agreed a letter responding to parishioners’ concerns would be submitted to the planning office. This will include adding a review period of the site at three months and then every six months, carrying out a health and safety and risk assessment and adding a wider buffer zone between the site and the Nuttery. Recommended for approval by Cllr. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	iii.
	SE10/0437 – 1 Market Hill, Clare. Trees in conservation area – T1 Silver birch – crown reduce by 25% T2 Conifer- fell and T3, Eucalyptus – repollard. Recommended for approval by Cllr. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  
	

	
	SE/10/0569 – Old Court, Nethergate Street. Trees in conservation area. T1 Maple – fell. T2 Mapel - crown lift and balance. T3 Hornbeam – prune. No objections received but Clerk to also check with Cllr. Mison. 
	Clerk and Cllr Mison

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	SE/10/0349 3 Malting Lane. GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/0342 Danem House. GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/0332 10 Hermitage Meadows. GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/0313, Chilton Cottage, GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/0310 22 Bridewell Street, GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/0131 The Barns, GRANTED
	

	
	
	

	17.
	St Edmundsbury consultation – to agree responses to LDF rural sites allocation preferred options
	

	
	A discussion was held in respect of the council’s views following the LDF meeting on 19 April 2010. 
	

	
	
	

	
	As suggested at the LDF meeting, the Parish Council will invite the borough council planning team to attend an infrastructure meeting, bringing with them, their infrastructure partners. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	In response to the LDF consultation, the Parish Council will re-state their position regarding the number of homes it will support, the preferred site and the need for getting the infrastructure in place before any development takes place. This decision was proposed by Cllr. Blake and seconded by Cllr Sharp and carried unanimously.
	Cllr Haisman

	18.
	Reports
	

	
	Highways
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	Country Park
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association.
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities
	  Olive Smith and Nigel Partridge have offered to become Trustees of CCC and Stan Perry and Andy Gill have offered to continue. Cllr. Blake proposed approval of the appointment of these trustees, Cllr. Haisman seconded the proposal which was carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	Parish News
	A publications schedule has been agreed and will be circulated to the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	
	CHOC
	The PC needs to appoint a 3rd member to this group. There were no nominations at this time. 
	

	
	CLASP
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	Ancient House Museum
	Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	19.
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	Community Plan – nothing to report.
	

	
	Parking – nothing to report.
	

	
	Teen Project – nothing to report.
	

	
	Tourism working party – nothing to report
	

	
	
	


	20.
	Public Transport – Clare to Haverhill bus service
	

	
	Cllr. Meikle reported that he has drawn up a report that shows that there is demand for a Clare to Cambridge bus service and from this a proposal a recommendation has gone forward to Stagecoach. 
	Cllr. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. Meikle also reported that Suffolk County Council are currently tendering for the 343 service. 
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	Chapel – under working groups
	

	
	Town Rangers - under working groups
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.57pm
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
May 2010

Action

	Alice Mae Field-Rayner

Young parishioner
	Letter received regarding ideas for Clare country park. Will respond with our support and forward letter on to the country park and county councillor. 

	Clare Women’s Institute
	Letter received requesting permission for cake stall. Approved.

	Alaric Pugh

Clare Tourism Forum
	Email received asking for agenda items for meeting with Sharon Fairweather of St Edmundsbury. Cllr Blake to respond. 

	Cascade

Rural Housing solutions
	Request to meet with Parish Council regarding housing needs in Clare. Will write to say we’ve already carried a survey out.

	Braintree District Council

District Development Dep.
	Notice of Publication of draft Braintree District Council Core Strategy submission and consultation period. Noted.


Noting
	Suffolk ACRE
	Email invitation to AGM Wednesday 14 July.

	Michel Hetroy

Mayor of Chatillon
	Thank you letter received following exchange visit.

	Mrs. Marchant

Clare Antiques and Interiors
	Letter received concerning Clare Antiques dated 23 April (circulated).

	Dedham Vale
	Email invitation to forum and conference (circulated).

	Suffolk County Council

Rights of Way Office
	Letter received acknowledging our support of FP14 linking. 

	Suffolk County Council

Highways Office
	Update on traffic management issues in Clare. 


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 20 May 2010

6.
Police Report

PCSO David Matchett reported that from 16 April 2010 to 15 May 2010, there have been six incidents of theft, one incident of arson and one burglary in Clare.
Random speed checks are continuing in the area and the parking issues seems to be improving with only two fixed penalty notices being issued during the period. 

The current Safer Neighbourhood's Team priorities are to enlist farmers to Farm Watch and to deter antisocial behaviour in Clare Country Park, The Nuttery and the High Street by increasing patrols.

Three arrests have been made recently in relation to crimes in the area. 

7.
Parishioners Question Time
Two business owners from the Market Hill asked the Parish Council what the reason and benefit of reducing the parking time on the Market Hill from two to one hour was. Cllr. Haisman informed the parishioners that this measure is being proposed as one of a series of long-term measures to improve parking in Clare. Now that free and longer-term parking is available elsewhere in Clare, the Parish Council feel it is the right time to introduce this time restriction change which will allow a faster turn-over of cars in Clare Town Centre which should be beneficial to the town as a whole - including the businesses. The parishioners felt that this would adversely affect their businesses and this was noted by the Parish Council. Cllr. Haisman explained that the Clare Business Association had been consulted on the proposals. 

The parishioners explained their concern that many people already over-stay the current two hour restriction which is also adversely affecting business as it prevents other people from using the spaces and adjacent businesses. Cllr. Sharp explained that the new regulations would be easier for the police to enforce and this will help prevent these occurrences in the future. 

It was noted that anyone who parks over the time limit allowed does so at their own personal risk of prosecution. 

A letter was handed to the Parish Council from another local business expressing their views regarding the change of parking time restrictions. This will be responded to by the Parish Council. 

One young parishioner, supported by eight other parishioners, presented to the Parish Council their case in support of creating a BMX track in Clare. They explained that this would keep them off of the paths and out of park and is a healthy, outdoor activity to keep them fit. 

Cllr. Sutton testified to the good behaviour of the young people at the meeting. Cllrs. Sharp asked the parishioners how they would manage the site to prevent antisocial behaviour. Parents and the young people replied that they are confident that between them they will keep the site well managed and litter free. They will also work with the police to manage any problems. 
8.
County Councillors report

Cllr. Midwood will look at some locality funding for the street lighting issues raised by Cllr. Sutton and is also continuing to campaign to get the street lighting in Nethergate Street changed.
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