
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 18th March 2010

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Derek Blake, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, 

June Smith and Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.  

County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone and three Parishioners

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. P. Daniels and B. Sutton
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests. None received at this time.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th February 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerks Report.  Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Confirmation received from Internal Auditor that Public Works Loan Board repayments are treated separately from Parish Council general reserves and are classed as earmarked reserves.  Therefore this amount is not included when setting the minimum and maximum levels of the general reserves.
	

	
	
	

	
	A copy of the survey results collected from the Community Plan Questionnaire will be made available, along with a copy of the final report and executive summary, in Clare Library.  Anticipated completion date is end of April 2010.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Concerns about anti-social behaviour on Byfords Field adjacent to the Nuttery were raised in an email from a Parishioner.  The Clerk will contact the Police.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	


	10
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary and the cash flow report for the period ending 28th February 2010.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 3rd March 2010 were circulated.  An offer has been received from Patrick Daniels to pay for the survey of the trees on the greensward in Nethergate Street whilst having the trees on his property surveyed at the same time.  It was suggested that a written report be received as for previous surveys.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Three tenders were received for work to the Chapel door in the Cemetery.  The contract will be awarded to Mr Pledger for his quotation of £472.00.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. K. Mison reported that the deadline for grant applications for work to the War Memorial is the 5th April.  A form needs to be completed and sent with detailed photographs of the damage on the memorial.  Cllr. T. Sharp offered to complete the form and Cllr. K. Mison will take the photographs.
	Cllrs. K. Mison & T. Sharp

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – nothing to report. 
	

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee - nothing to report.
	

	
	
	


	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 9th March 2010 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:   St Edmundsbury Newstalk, a donation of £100 was recommended.  
	

	
	
	Renewal received for annual subscription of Suffolk Acre Membership at a cost of £25.00.
	

	
	
	Minute book to be ordered from Shaw & Sons at a cost of £75.99.
	

	
	
	£300.00 to be given to the Clare Playing Field Association from their 2009/10 precept.
	

	
	
	No donation is required from Clare Christmas Lights fund as all invoices have been covered by the St Edmundsbury Grant and Parish Council 2009/10 precept.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	All of the above were proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	

	
	
	St Edmundsbury has confirmed that a grant of £4000 will be given for the 2010 Christmas Lights display.
	

	
	
	
	

	12
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i)
	SE/10/0184 – Stoke Road, Clare.  Erection of a pair of two storey dwellings attached to Mayfield to form a terrace (following demolition of existing semi-detached dwelling Eastview (ii) construction of new access and stopping up of existing with associated parking.  Recommended refusal due to over development of the site and environmental impact on the bat and bird population, proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	SE/10/0203 – 7 Nethergate Street, Clare.  TCA/1881. Fell one conifer (former Christmas tree) to rear of property.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	SE/10/0261 – 30 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Removal of existing cement render and replacement with lime render.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iv)
	SE/10/0260 – Old Waterworks, The Common, Clare.  (i) Erection of single storey dwelling (ii) conversion of exiting pump house to artist’s studio/workshop. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  The Parish Council agreed that these plans are making good use of existing structures on the site and is an interesting and exciting project, however, the Parish Council would like in due course to have detailed plans concerning the access route to the site.
	Clerk



	
	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	SE/10/0290 – Moot Hall, Well Lane, Clare.  Change of use from residential to Class A1 Retail.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/10/0049 – Hermitage Farm Borehole and Outfall.  GRANTED.
	

	
	SE/10/0091 – 63 Highfield, Clare.  GRANTED.
	

	
	SE/10/0106 – 9 Clarence Road, Clare.  GRANTED.
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – it was suggested that a schedule of works be put together to obtain dates for work to be carried out by Suffolk County Council.
	Cllr. J. Smith Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – potential storage solutions are being investigated.  The AGM will take place on 13th April 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – a public meeting held on the 1st March received a lot of interest.  A working party has started developing a proposal for the school and the group continues to lobby political avenues.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish News – Cllr. Meikle will produce a single sheet newsletter in order to promote the Annual Parish Meeting.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – The committee is now down to four trustees and will be looking to recruit more members at the Annual Parish Meeting and the CHOC AGM.  The Clerk has contacted Olive Smith and Rosemary Warmington to enquire if they are prepared to carry on as Parish Council representatives.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House Museum – an event to launch the new season will take place on 28/29 April.  A reminder that a fund raising event will take place on 12th May in the Town Hall ‘Ruby and Her Horses’.
	

	
	
	


	14
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – a meeting took place on the 15th March.  The Steering Group are on target to produce the report in April.  The next meeting will take place before the Annual Parish Meeting (APM) to formulate an action plan to be presented at the APM.  There is a shortfall in funding of approximately £500 so another fund raising event is also being discussed.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parking – the permit for parking in the Country Park has been launched.
	

	
	
	

	
	Teen Project – a visit has been arranged with PC Ruth Horton for members of the Parish Council and Parents to visit the Wickhambrook Teen Project Skate Park on Saturday 20th March.  The original plans for the BMX site on Byfords field are also ongoing.
	

	
	
	


	
	Tourism Forum – a meeting was held on 17th March.  Cllr. J. Smith is investigating new signage for the Town.  A meeting will take place with St Edmundsbury Tourism Officer to discuss advertising and grants that may be available.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Traffic Management 
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter was received from Suffolk County Council to request the view of the Parish Council on following waiting restrictions in Clare.  
	

	
	· The existing double yellow lines are extended further into the High Street on the eastern side (up to the rear gates of the Bakery).

· The parking places on the Market Hill are made 1 hour limited waiting.

· The existing double yellow lines on the western side of Church Street are brought round into the northern length of Market Hill to provide junction protection.

· A length of 1 hour limited waiting 9am-5pm, Monday-Saturday is provided along the rest of this length of road along the northern section of the kerb.

· Snow Hill – to fill in the gap between the two existing lengths recently provided. 
Acceptance of the above was proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously.
	

	
	The Parish Council would also like to include that waiting time restrictions be put in place outside the Primary School, Erbury Place, Clare (on the existing yellow zigzag lines).  The suggestion is to have no waiting from 0830-0930 hours and 1430-1530 hours to cover the school drop off and pick up times.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. L. Warmington requested that parking places in Maltings Lane be considered, it was suggested that this be dealt with as a separate issue in order not to delay works already proposed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16 
	Car Park
	

	
	
	

	
	Following a parking survey, report from the Clare Business Association, briefing note sent to Tim Yeo MP and feedback from the Clare Community Plan, the Parish Council agreed that the preferred site for a new Car Park in Clare is the Backside Field behind Nethergate Street.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  The preferred site is for a car park only and excludes any consideration of civic or other amenities on that site as this aspect has not been discussed or considered by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Local Housing Needs Survey
	

	
	
	

	
	This item will be discussed at the April meeting.
	

	
	
	

	18
	St Edmundsbury Consultations
	

	
	
	

	
	Local Development Framework – five suggested preferred sites have been received.  The Parish Council are awaiting a response to a letter sent to St Edmundsbury regarding the infrastructure requirements before further development takes place in Clare.  Parish Councillors felt very strongly that our views cannot simply be ignored as they are at present and we should write yet again in the strongest terms.  

There will be a short consultation period on the preferred sites and St Edmundsbury Borough Council has offered to run a drop in session in Clare followed by a presentation which can be opened up to other Parish Councils and to the public.  Clerk to arrange meeting before end of April, book hall and send invitations.  Copies of correspondence to be given to Borough Councillor Jane Bone for presenting to St Edmundsbury Borough Council to ensure the views of the Parish Council are heard.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle had read through the draft Fire Action Plan for 2010-2011 and informed the Parish Council that this was not relevant for Clare.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Halls 2 & 3 in the Old School has been booked for 7pm on Tuesday 20th April 2010.  A number of speakers have been invited.  The Chairman and the Finance Office will do a written report to be handed out.
	

	
	
	

	21
	Potential increase in the number of Parish Councillors’
	

	
	
	

	
	A Community Governance Review will be carried out during the summer months and this is when all Parish Councils will be contacted to see if they would like to make any changes to the number of Parish Councillors’ they have.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Youth Worker.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Suffolk Acre Local Housing Needs Survey
	

	
	St Edmundsbury Local Development Framework Consultation
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
March 2010

Action

	RBL Suffolk County Welfare Advisory Committee
	Letter received regarding presentation about the work of The Royal British Legion and the help available to ex-service men and women and their dependents.  Send a copy to CLASP.

	Cllr Bruce Provan, Portfolio Holder for Skills & Economic Development, SCC
	Letter received regarding campaign for faster broadband in Suffolk.  Request to register interest on EEDA website. Clerk to register interest. 

	John Cameron, NSPCC
	Letter received requesting support for the NSPCC Helpline.  Include in Parish News.

	Shiela Burry, Clare W.I.
	Letter received regarding Christmas Tree Festival 2010.  Letter circulated.

	Kirsty Pitwood, St Edmundsbury BC
	Application pack received for entering Village of the Year 2010.  Cllr. J. Smith and Clerk.

	Carol Pollitt, Clare
	Email received regarding Saturday bus service to Haverhill being terminated.  Email circulated.


Noting

	Leslie Warmington, Combined Halls of Clare
	Letter received to advertise Annual General Meeting on 28th April and the need for new trustees.  

	Chris Mallett, Passenger Transport Group, SCC
	Letter and timetable received for revised bus services operating between Haverhill and Sudbury.  

	Optua
	Letter received thanking Parish Council for Section 137 grant.

	Victim Support
	Letter received thanking Parish Council for Section 137 grant.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18th March 2010
3.
Police Report
Four crimes reported in the period 18/02/10 – 18/03/10.  Offenders are currently in custody for two recent dwelling burglaries in Snow Hill and Bridewell Street.  A visit to Wickhambrook Skate Park is due to take place on Saturday 20th March.  The extension to the police station is underway.  The Primary School has been receiving regular visits at the beginning and end of school to assist with traffic congestion and improve safety for the children.  Speed checks are continuing and there should be four per month.

4.
Parishioners Question Time

Mr Rossi, owner of the Old Waterworks, was available to answer any questions the Councillors had with regards to his plans to erect a single storey dwelling on the site.  The Councillors were mainly concerned about the access route to the site.  Mr Rossi is in discussion with the Highways department concerning materials etc and has made an appointment to visit residents located beside the access to discuss this issue. 

5.
County Councillor’s Report

Cllr. Jane Midwood had seen a press release in the Haverhill Echo regarding the proposal to take forward a new proposal for Clare Middle School.  This was a positive article but Cllr. Midwood asked that she also be kept up to date with issues regarding the school especially in advance of press reports.  

Cllr. Midwood had attended the Clare Coffee Stop and had met Steve Barton of the Haverhill Echo who will do a feature on the drop in sessions to let people know what it is all about.  It was a successful first session attended by people of all ages.  

The launch of the Country Car Park permit will take place in the Country Park on Tuesday 30th March.  There has been a positive response from the Clare Business Association and others.  Posters have been displayed and permits are available from the Parish Council Office, Hudgies, The Pharmacy and the Country Park Office.  The Library will run some publicity to advertise the free parking between 9.00 and 11.00 am.

Cllr. Midwood had received a copy of the correspondence from a Parishioner regarding the cancellation of the Saturday bus service from Clare to Haverhill.  Suffolk County Council is unable to intervene as this service is run by a commercial company.  There are hopes that maybe a demand responsive transport initiative could be rolled out in this area as it is in the East of the County.  This could be a good cost effective service.  Cllr. J. Meikle offered to speak to other local bus operators to see if there was any chance of them running more local services.

Cllr. Midwood attended the St Edmundsbury Safer Neighbourhood Task meeting and was pleased to see the Cllr. J. Smith was also attending.  Sgt K. Horton had suggested the next meeting for the South of the region will take place in Wickhambrook which may be easier for people to attend.

6.
Borough Councillor’s Report
A discussion took place regarding the Local Development Framework consultation.  The Chairman informed Cllr. Jane Bone that the views of the Parish Council regarding infrastructure for Clare have been ignored by St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  The Chairman will provide Cllr. Bone with all the relevant correspondence and requested that she put forward the Parish Council’s views very strongly at the Council’s Sustainable Development Panel Meeting in April. 

Cllr. K. Mison informed Cllr. Bone of the lack of courtesy received from St. Edmundsbury.  Each year he is sent an offer of free trees for the town, time is then spent completing the forms and returning them but he has never received a response or any trees.

Cllr. D. Blake asked for clarification on who is responsible for litter picking along the road sides leading into Clare.  Cllr. Bone informed Cllr. Blake this was not the responsibility of the Borough Council.  Cllr. Midwood went on to say it is the responsibility of the land owners and not the County Council.
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