
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 15th April 2010

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Patrick Daniels, June Smith, Beryl Sutton 
and Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.  

Borough Cllr. Jane Bone and four Parishioners

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. D. Blake, K. Mison, T. Sharp, County Cllr. Jane Midwood and Louise Willby, Suffolk Acre.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman – Items 12.a.iii and 12.a.vi
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  No report received.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  No report received.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th March 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by 

Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerks Report.  Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Following concerns raised by a resident of The Granary at the previous meeting the Police have included the reports of anti-social behaviour at Byfords Field and Clare Country Park as part of their Safer Neighbourhood Team Priorities.
	

	
	
	

	
	A resident from Haverhill has asked if the Parish Council would display a notice asking parishioners to contact him with regards to the cancelled Saturday bus service between Clare and Haverhill, so that he may gather information to present to Suffolk County Council to gain evidence that the service is used and its withdrawal is causing problems.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	10
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary and the cash flow report for the period ending 31st March 2010.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 31st March 2010 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. J. Smith raised concerns surrounding the proposed ‘Town Ranger’ and the cost implications for Clare.  Cllr. L. Warmington replied that the proposal is still in the early stages of discussion within the Environment Committee and a full investigation into the feasibility is taking place.  
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Information is still being sought about the history of the War Memorial to enable a grant from English Heritage to be applied for.  Cllr. K. Mison has met with various contractors and tenders for the repair works will be submitted to the Parish Council.  Cllr. L. Warmington raised the issue of flowers being placed around the War Memorial and whether this was suitable.  Cllrs. J. Smith and B. Sutton felt that the flowers showed the War Memorial was cared for and it is common practice throughout the rest of the Country.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Three tenders were received for various tree works in the cemetery and Nethergate Street.  The contract will be awarded to Mortimer Trees for their quotation of £505.00.  Proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – Cllr. B. Sutton would like clarification from Suffolk County Council as to owns the slipway in Maltings Lane as the understanding of the Emergency Committee is that this is for emergency access for the Fire Engine to gain water and for the Environment Agency to launch boats, both of which would not be possible if cars are parked on the slipway. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee - nothing to report.
	

	
	
	


	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 6th April 2010 were circulated.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:   Clare Ex-Service and Working Mens Club.  A grant of £500 was requested for refurbishment of the toilets and to install a disabled toilet facility.  The Parish Council were in agreement with the Finance Committee in that the grant is approved in principle but recommended that they have sight of the plans and confirmation that planning approval and other sources of funding are in place before a grant is issued.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The issue of competitive tendering was discussed and it was confirmed that any works required by the Parish Council over the sum of £500.00 must be put out for a minimum of three tenders and official procedures as stated in the Financial Regulations are followed.
	

	
	
	
	

	12
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i)
	SE/10/0310 – 22 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Erection of single storey side and rear extension.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	SE/10/0313 – Chilton Cottage, Chilton Street, Clare.  Replacement of 4no. Windows.   Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	SE/10/0332 – Land at 10 Hermitage Meadow, Clare.  To extend time limit for additional three years for the commencement of development authorised by SE/04/1528/P for the erection of detached house and garage with construction of vehicular access.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.  Cllr. K. Haisman declared an interest and did not vote.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iv)
	SE/10/0342 – Danem House, Stoke Road, Clare.  Erection of conservatory & orangery to rear of dwelling.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk



	
	
	
	

	
	v)
	SE/10/0349 – 3 Malting Lane, Clare.  Erection of first floor rear extension and insertion of 1no. roof light on rear elevation.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	vi)
	Highways Act 1980: Section 115 – 1 High Street, Clare.  Consent to site a static traditional ice-cream trike outside the property.  It was agreed that a site visit should take place to understand the area of pavement the trike will cover and to ensure that pedestrians, wheel chair and mobility scooter users are able to pass safely on the corner of the High Street.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	SE/10/0402 – Clare Priory, Ashen Road, Clare.  TCA/10/1902 Trees in a conservation area notification.  (i) remove stem nearest Keepers Cottage to one Lime tree (T1 on plan); (ii) reduce away from Keepers Cottage by 1.5 metres to two Yew trees (T2 & T3 on plan); (iii) fell one dead Horse Chestnut tree and one Acacia tree (T4 & T5 on plan).  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA/10/1881 – 7 Nethergate Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/0261 – 30 Bridewell Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	SE/10/0260 – Old Waterworks, The Common, Clare.  REFUSED
	

	
	SE/10/0184 – Eastview, Stoke Road, Clare.  REFUSED
	

	
	SE/10/0145 – 1 Clifton Cottage, Stoke Road, Clare.  REFUSED
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – Cllr. L. Warmington suggested that during the next visit from Suffolk County Council to discuss highway issues in Clare a request to review the parking spaces at the top of Malting Lane takes place.  There are currently only 2 parking bays but there is enough space for a least three if they are marked out properly and legally.  A list of outstanding traffic management issues has been sent to Suffolk County Council and copied to County Cllr. Jane Midwood.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – The Chairman read out a letter of thanks received from the CPFA for the financial support given by the Parish Council to assist with the visit of the young French football team.  Cllr. B. Sutton said all round congratulations were called for as it had been an extremely successful event.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – there will be a change of Chairman at the Annual General Meeting in April and two persons will be approached with a view to being trustees nominated by the Parish Council.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	
	Parish News – before the production of the next newsletter tenders for printing will be revisited to ensure best value for money is still being obtained.
	

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – A structural survey of the Town Hall and the Old School will take place on the 20th and 22nd April 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House Museum – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	


	14
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – a meeting took place on the 13th April.  The Editorial Committee is putting together the final draft of the full report.  The Steering Group are formulating the action plan and discussed the format for the Executive Summary.  Nigel & Sue Partridge will organise a fund raising coffee morning in May and the Steering Group have been asked to come up with another fund raising idea to raise in the region of £400 to cover the shortfall for the printing of the final reports.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parking – nothing further to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Teen Project – plans for BMX area in Byfords Field have been submitted to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council and the possibilities of a skate park are being investigated by the Police and the Parish Council with the help of parents.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism Forum – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Local Housing Needs Survey
	

	
	
	

	
	This item will be postponed until the next meeting as Louise Wilby of Suffolk Acre was unable to attend.
	

	
	
	

	16
	St Edmundsbury Consultations
	

	
	
	

	
	A drop in session will take place in the Town Hall on Monday 19th April 2010 from 3 -7pm.  This will be followed by a presentation from St Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Cllr. K. Haisman will chair this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Suffolk County Council – Slipway in Malting Lane
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter was received from Suffolk County Council asking for comments from the Parish Council with regard to the bollards and self enforcement of the slipway.  After discussion it was agreed in the event that any infringement of Suffolk County Council's rights has taken place then it is for Suffolk County Council to take appropriate legal action.  The Parish Council will write to Suffolk County Council to express their views.  

The Parish Council has received a note from a parishioner informing the Parish Council that the slipway is now sporting a table and chairs, artificial flowering plant, bird table and a large board advertising the Antiques Centre.  The mentioned items all have price tags attached, therefore they are for sale.  It was also mentioned that tea and cakes will shortly be served again from the premises. Complaints to the relevant local authority departments last year had no effect and the parishioner is seeking assistance from the Parish Council.
	Cllr. L. Warmington

Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Councillors’ Roles and Responsibilities
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors were asked to update their information and let the Clerk know of any changes before the Annual General Meeting on the 20th May 2010.
	All Councillors

	
	
	

	19
	Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman requested help on the night of the 20th April 2010 to set out chairs and serve refreshments after the meeting.
	All Councillors

	
	
	

	20
	Youth Worker
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. B. Sutton reported that after investigation the two Youth Clubs and the prospect of the Teen Project being pursued means Clare is being proactive with regards to young parishioners.  The Chairman suggested that once a decision has been made about the Middle School and if it were no longer able to house the Youth Clubs another venue must be sought as this is a vital service for Clare.  
	

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Suffolk Acre Local Housing Needs Survey
	

	
	Clare to Haverhill Bus Service
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 8.37 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
April 2010

Action

	Sarah Buckley, Secretary to Tim Yeo MP
	Letter received with copy of response from Geoff Rivers, St Edmundsbury Borough Council reference parking in Clare.  A meeting will be requested with Geoff Rivers to discuss this further.

	Kerry Overton, Suffolk InfoLink Project
	Email received inviting Clare Parish Council and other local organisations to advertise events on their website.  Clerk to request link to Clare-UK website

	Mr N. Jennings, Panfield, Essex
	Letter received concerning Footpath 14 at Chilton Street, Clare.  Clerk to write to West Area Rights of Way in support of joining the two sections of footpath.


Noting

	Henry Rossi
	Letter received reference Planning Application SE/10/0260

	Suffolk County Council
	Letter received concerning submission of waste core strategy development plan.

	St Edmundsbury Newstalk
	Email received thanking Parish Council for Section 137 grant.

	Nigel Partridge, Clare Community Plan
	Letter received thanking Parish Council for financial support.

	Ben Woolnough, St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Letter received following BT Payphone Consulation.  


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th April 2010

3.
Police Report

Three crimes have been reported in the period 18 March – 15 April 2010.  Theft of a motor vehicle from Chilton Street that was then believed to be used in the attempted robbery at Sudbury Tesco and was later found burnt out.  Criminal damage to a car parked on the Market Hill and burglary of a house in Snow Hill whilst unoccupied.
There are updates currently being made for Response Officers and the way they cover the county.  These changes only affect Response Officers and not local police stations with the Safer Neighbourhood Teams who will continue to be the cornerstone of accessible and responsive local policing.

Suffolk County Council has sent a questionnaire to the Parish Council and other interested parties regarding the parking issue in Maltings Lane.  For information the SNT currently has prosecution files being prepared for Magistrate Court regarding contraventions of the traffic order on the slipway.

SNT Priorities

1. Farm Watch – to enlist farmers and encourage better communication.

2. Anti-social behaviour – Clare Country Park – extra patrols in the area especially evenings and weekends.

3. Anti-social behaviour – The Nuttery – extra patrols in the area especially evenings and weekends

The previous priority of Youth provision in Clare has been signed off as a separate group is in existence within Clare to take this issue forward.  Pc Ruth Horton will represent the SNT on that group.  The next SNT meeting is at Whepstead Village hall at 2.30pm on Wednesday 5th May.
4.
Parishioners Question Time

A business owner on the Market Hill has raised concerns about the proposed changes to the parking time restrictions from two hours to one hour.  Cllr. J. Smith explained that this proposal follows recommendation from the Police to enable them to monitor the parking in the town.  The Chairman informed the parishioner that a parking survey had taken place 18 months earlier and was carried out by members of the Parish Council, Clare Business Association and the Clare Society.  This survey confirmed that the Country Park car park was under used on weekdays and as a result free parking had been reinstated from 9-11am each morning to enable shoppers to use this facility and an annual parking permit costing £20 was now available for unrestricted parking in the Country Park.  It is hoped that this will then free up spaces for a higher turnover of vehicles in the town.  The parishioner was also assured that Suffolk County Council will be running a consultation on these matters and the parishioner was satisfied that he will be able to put his case forward during the consultation.
A second parishioner raised concerns about the street lighting in Maltings Lane and wanted to know if it meets EC regulations, he also felt the lack of lighting discourages people from using the Country Park car park during the winter and on dark evenings.  Cllr. B. Sutton informed him that a meeting had taken place with officers from St Edmundsbury Borough Council and Suffolk County Council and the lighting does need to be updated but unfortunately at this present time the funds are not available but it is an ongoing issue.
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