
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 18th February 2010

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Derek Blake, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, 

Beryl Sutton and Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllr. J. Smith, County Cllr. J. Midwood
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.
	

	
	
	

	
	Item 11d – Clare Town Lions – Cllrs. K. Haisman and T. Sharp.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the public forum.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  No parishioners attended.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st January 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	 Item 12d, Page 3 – There was one alteration as follows:  Clerk to clarify whether the PWLB loan repayments should be excluded from the general reserves.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerks Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. B. Sutton will attend the Parish Council Conference on Thursday 29th April.
	Cllr. B. Sutton

	
	
	

	
	A quotation and design for a Parish Council sign has been received.  It was decided the wording should all be in black with one font size.  Clerk to obtain permission from St. Edmundsbury for mounting sign on the outside wall of the Old School.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	A parishioner has reported overhanging branches on the path running alongside the golf course which could be a danger to the public, Cllr. K. Mison will inspect.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. B. Sutton informed the Parish Council that Clare Library would like to display a board in the Library dedicated to news and events from the Parish Council.
	Cllr. B. Sutton/Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary and the cash flow report for the period ending 31st January 2010.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. D. Blake, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 3rd February 2010 were circulated.  The street cleaning machine has been road tested and appropriate personal protection equipment has been ordered for Mr Watts who will be operating the machine.  A walk around the town to inspect the trees will take place this month.  It was noted that dog fouling has become an increasing problem and a new campaign will begin in the Spring.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Three tenders were sent out for repairs to the War Memorial.  Two quotations have been received.  Cllr. K. Mison is pursuing possible grants to assist with the work and will be attending a seminar in March run by the War Memorial Trust.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – the leaflets will be distributed in February with the Parish Newsletter.
	

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee.  The Minutes from the meeting held on 9th February 2010 were circulated.  A number of actions have been included for the new Parish Clerk as this will enable them to familiarise themselves with the website.  There is currently a £100 a month maintenance fee paid to Pure Energy; Cllr. K. Haisman will review this amount to ensure the Parish Council is continuing to obtain value for money.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	


	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 9th February 2010 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:   
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Optua, a donation of £125 was recommended.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Clare Town Lions, a grant of £500 was recommended.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously.  (Cllrs. K. Haisman and T. Sharp abstained from voting).
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Clare Coffee Stop, a donantion of £60 was recommended.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	

	
	
	The final payment of £1000 from the precept for the Community Plan was requested.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	
	

	12
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i)
	SE/10/0135 – Hermitage Lakes, Hermitage Meadows, Clare.  Erection of fishing lodge to provide (i) shop (ii) refreshment facilities (iii) site warden’s overnight accommodation at first floor.  The Parish Council would welcome this project to provide visitor facilities and local employment in the area.  However the Parish Council cannot recommend approval at this time as they do have concerns around access and safety along the farm track, in particular there is no provision for vehicles to pass, the bridge over the Chilton stream is in need of repair and the safety of vehicles, particularly those carrying children, need to be given consideration.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	SE/10/0131 – The Barns, Clare Hall, Cavendish Road, Clare.  Change of use of part of building to kitchen showroom/office space.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	SE/10/0106 – 9 Clarence Road, Clare.  Erection of (i) single storey front extension (ii) single storey rear extension (iii) first floor extension over existing garage.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iv)
	SE/10/0063 – Clare Antiques, Malting Lane, Clare – (i) change of use of part of building from A1 (retail) to Class A3 (residential dwelling) (ii) erection of second storey extension with pitched roof (previously approved under SE/08/1565) (revised scheme).  Recommended refusal for this application due to over-development and the lack of dedicated parking for the property.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	v)
	SE/10/0091 – 63 Highfield, Clare – Erection of single storey rear extension.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	vi)
	SE/10/1045 – 1 Clifton Cottage, Stoke Road, Clare – erection of detached double garage (following demolition of existing garage).  Recommended approval on the condition that the tree next to the existing garage is retained.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  One received to be discussed at March meeting.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA10/1866 – Gothic House, Church Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	TCA10/1865 – Greensward outside The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  
	

	
	i)  Fell one plane tree - GRANTED
	

	
	ii) 40% crown reduction to one beech tree.  Tree Preservation Order issued.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – a meeting took place with Kevin Shipp, Highways Officer for Suffolk County Council to discuss the footpath on the corner of Station Road and Well Lane.  It was suggested that additional wooden bollards be erected to prevent vehicles from mounting the pavement.
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – a meeting will be held in March with the Suffolk Football Association for the annual review of the Pavilion.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – discussions ongoing with Suffolk County Council.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – Cllr. K. Mison will provide a copy of the Charities constitution to assist the Parish Council with the nomination of trustees.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	
	Parish New – will be published and distributed in February.
	

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – a thank you letter to be written to Mr Byford for the work carried out on the hedge along the path leading to the Nuttery and the wall along Stoke Road.  Two owl boxes will be erected, one in the Cemetery and one in Mr Byfords field. The Suffolk Wildlife Trust will be visiting Clare on 12th May at 7.15pm, Cllr. K. Mison will meet them in the Nuttery.
	Cllr. K. Mison/Clerk

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – a letter was received from Mr L. Warmington, Administrator for CHOC explaining their current situation.  The Annual General Meeting of CHOC will take place on 28th April 2010.  It would be helpful if before the AGM the Parish Council could nominate the current representatives it has on CHOC and also nominate a Parish Councillor as the third representative and trustee.  The Parish Council are encouraged by the correspondence received from CHOC and have agreed to earmark £5500.00 of unused precept from 2009/10 to be used by CHOC in addition to the 2010/11 precept.  This is necessary as CHOC are awaiting a full structural survey of the Town Hall and the Old School and without this survey they have been unable to commence with projects budgeted for in 2009/10.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  (Cllr. L. Warmington abstained from voting).
	

	
	
	

	
	A before and after school club is in the planning process and Cllr. J. Meikle proposed that the Parish Council should encourage and support this initiative.  All Councillors were in agreement.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House Museum – an event to launch the new season will take place on 28/29 April.  A fund raising event will take place on 12th May in the Town Hall ‘Ruby and Her Horses’ and a summer lunch will be held on 15th August.
	

	
	
	


	14
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – a bound copy of all the survey results will be kept in the Parish Council office.  Cllr. B. Sutton requested that a copy of the results should also be kept in the library to make the information available to parishioners who may be interested in seeing the raw data of the Community Plan report that will be published in April.  Cllr. K. Haisman will inform the Chairman of the Community Plan Steering Group of the request.  The Parish Council agreed with the request in the interests of transparency and good governance.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parking – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Teen Project – see Police report in attachments to minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism Forum – now up and running. Existing information is being gathered together.  Discussions will take place with Suffolk County Council Highways with regards to signage in and towards the town.  Benefits of the Suffolk Tourism Partnership will also be looked into.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Community Speed Watch Initiative 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council is in agreement that this would be a good initiative and that speeding is an issue in Clare particularly along the three main routes into the town.  Stoke by Clare are in the process of implementing the initiative and Cavendish are also discussing the issue.  The initiative will be promoted at the Annual Parish Meeting on the 20th April 2010.  The Clerk to invite the Police and representatives from Stoke by Clare and Cavendish to attend the APM to discuss this project.  Cllr. J. Midwood has endorsed this initiative by purchasing a speed gun which could be shared amongst the three parishes.  Clerk to write a letter of thanks for her support.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16 
	St Edmundsbury Consultations
	

	
	
	

	
	The Draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan was received from the St Edmundsbury Local Development Framework Core Strategy.  The Parish Council will write a response rejecting this draft as it does not meet the infrastructure requirements for Clare as set out in our letter of September 2009.  The Parish Council had supported the development of 60-100 houses with specified reservations and conditions attached.  These conditions have not been met in the Draft Plan.  Cllr. J. Meikle will draft a response.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Draft St Edmundsbury Economic Action Plan 2010 was received.  The Chairman drafted a response which has been circulated and approved for sending.
	Cllr. K. Haisman/Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Samuel Ward & Castle Manor Upper Schools
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Councillors felt they would not have any influence on this decision and did not discuss it any further.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Clare Coffee Stop and Information Service
	

	
	
	

	
	A request was received for the Parish Council to have a representative available at meetings which will take place on the 8th March, 12th April and 10th May.  Cllr. K. Mison will attend in March, Cllr. B. Sutton will attend in April and Cllr. D. Blake will attend in May.
	Cllrs. K. Mison, B. Sutton & 

D. Blake

	
	
	

	19
	Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	A number of Community representatives and groups have been invited and will be attending the APM.  These include the County and Borough Councillors, Community Plan, Combined Halls of Clare, Clare Business Association, Clare Combined Charities and Clare Playing Fields.  Clerk to invite the Police.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Parish Councillors
	

	
	
	

	
	With regards to increasing the number of Parish Councillors the Chairman asked the Parish Council to consider what plans they would like to commit to over the next 2/3 years and then consider if the Parish Council has the resources with nine Councillors to achieve these goals.  It was suggested that the 2011 elections are publicised at the Annual Parish Meeting in April which can be used to launch a campaign to find new Councillors for 2011, or lay members for committees in the short term.  Timetables for elections to be obtained from the Democratic Services at St. Emundsbury Borough Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	21
	Youth Worker
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. B. Sutton has been in contact with Connexions. They organise weekend activities for youngsters and operate a ‘What’s Up Truck’ that visits the villages.  Although there are currently two youth clubs operating in Clare Cllr. B. Sutton will follow this up as a way of targeting the children who may not use the youth clubs.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Parish Clerk
	

	
	
	

	
	Documents to assist with the recruitment process for a new Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer have been circulated.  These have been agreed with two additions; (i) the Clerk will now attend the Environment Committee meetings once a month (ii)the Clerk will be the Line Manager for Parish Council employees for all HR issues.  The cut-off date for applications will be 12th March 2010 and interviews will take place on Tuesday 16th March 2010.  Clerk to book halls.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Parking – to decide on Parish Council preference for car park location.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.00p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
February 2010

Action

	Annette Feeney,

St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	St Edmundsbury Core Strategy Examination – Invitation to attend a public Pre-Hearing Meeting on Wednesday 3rd March 2010.  Cllr. P. Daniels attending.

	Hanna Dale, Suffolk County Council
	Letter received advertising Stars of Suffolk Awards.  Clerk has nomination forms for distribution.

	Roy Draper
	Email received advertising Heartstart training event to be held in the Town Hall on Monday 22nd February at 7pm.  This event is free of charge.

	Tanya Pratt, Play Coordinator, St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	St. Edmundsbury BC Play Strategy Review – request received to complete short questionnaire regarding play facilities for young people in the Town.  Clerk to complete questionnaire and explain that there is an attempt to open a before and after school club in Clare.

	Rural Services Network
	Email received requesting information on Service Provision in Market Towns


Noting

	Sgt Kevin Horton, Suffolk Police
	Email received regarding crime updates for Parish Councils.

	Jerry Hindle, Suffolk County Council
	Email received confirming new charges for Clare Castle Country Park Car Park 2010/11. 

	National Association of Local Councils
	Email received advertising NALC Leadership Academies 2010.

	Dedham Vale & Stour Valley Project
	Information received for two events, i) Plans, Places & People, 26 May ii) Dedham Vale AONB 40th Anniversary May 2010 onwards.

	Suffolk Constabulary
	Thank you letter received for response to Policing Pledge survey.

	Mrs J. Horner, Clare Primary School
	Thank you letter received for £500 donation towards Roundhouse Project.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18th February 2010
3.
Police Report
Seven reported crimes since 21st January.  Three were criminal damge to motor vehicle, one was theft from motor vehicle, two were dwelling burglaries whilst owners on holiday and one was for common assault.  Speed checks are continuing on a regular basis (minimum for four a month).  The mobile plice station will be on the Market Hill on Thursday 25th February between 10.30 and 11.30 am.

A Teen Project in Clare is high on the priority list for the Police and PC Ruth Horton asked for representatives from Clare Parish Council to accompany her on a visit to Wickhambrook to inspect their facilities and meet the group responsible for implementing the project.  Cllr. T. Sharp and B. Sutton agreed to attend.  Cllr. T. Sharp will also contact parents from the original group of boys who approached the Parish Council regarding BMX Jumps.

There are concerns around traffic issues, lack of signs at Bucks Lane and the bus stop and lack of disabled parking.  Clerk will contact Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council as these are all works that have already been discussed to establish a time line for the work to be carried out.
6.
County Councillor’s Report 
On January 28th Cllr. J. Midwood chaired the St Edmundsbury Locality Quality of Life meeting where funds were allocated to the various traffic management and engineering schemes in our area.  Funding for highway works is desperately low they managed to secure a total of £160,000 from the £2 million for this area.  The Locality officer will go through this list with a fine toothcomb and see if there are opportunities for delivering any of the schemes more economically to keep us within budget.  Cllr. Midwood is hopeful that the £5000 needed for traffic management studies in Clare will get the go ahead.

Last week Cllr. Midwood attended the Children, Schools and Young People’s Services Scrutiny Committee.  Jackie Martin, Chief Executive of Suffolk Family Carers, brought a group of young carers who told us about the difficulties they face and how they cope.  

At the St Edmundsbury locality meeting last week we heard that the counties roads have already used up 22,500 tons of salt – last winter 27,500 tons were used.  A great deal of dissatisfaction was expressed by Councillors concerned that pavements were not gritted.  

Cllr. Midwood has agreed with Sgt Kevin Horton to fund another Speed gun for use by the Community Speedwatch volunteers after the presentations to Cavendish, Clare and Stoke by Clare aroused quite a bit of interest.  Unfortunately there are no more second hand guns available so £1000 from the Locality budget will only buy one this time.  
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