
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 21st January 2010

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Derek Blake, Patrick Daniels, Keith Mison, June Smith, Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.

County Cllr. Jane Midwood, and one Parishioner

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllr. T. Sharp
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.
	

	
	
	

	
	No interests declared at this time.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the public forum.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Speed Watch Presentation
	

	
	
	

	
	Roy Banks of the Bury Rural South Community Speedwatch Initiative gave a presentation introducing the Community Speedwatch Scheme for the West Area of Suffolk.  Mr Banks explained the background, benefits and purpose of the scheme.  The aim of the scheme is to reduce speeding in villages by helping local people to take preventative action in 30mph limits to change driver behaviour. A scheme needs to have backing from Parish Councils, volunteers would be trained by the Police and all operations take place within Police guidelines.  A minimum of six volunteers would be required initially; these can also include members from neighbouring parishes.  The Parish Council will include this as an agenda item at the February meeting for further discussion.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	4
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.  
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th December 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	 Item 16, Page 4 – There was one addition as follows:  Community Plan – Cllr. B. Sutton requested that an independent overseer be used during the writing of the report in order to ensure transparency and fair representation.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	9
	Clerks Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Street Lighting – a list of actions has been received following meeting in December 2009 with St. Edmundsbury and Suffolk County Councils.  Cllr. B. Sutton agreed to follow up the actions.
	Cllr. B. Sutton

	
	
	

	
	St Edmundsbury Rural South Tasking Meeting – invitation received to attend meeting on 3rd February.  No Councillors are available to attend.   Cllr. K. Mison suggested that a request be made that some of the meetings should be held this side of Bury St. Edmunds to enable easier attendance by Parishes in this area.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Suffolk Constabulary – questionnaire to be completed regarding service delivered to Parish Councils.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clare Women’s Institute – the Clerk read out a letter of thanks received from the W.I. for the £200 donation used for the Christmas Tree Festival.  The event raised £1100 for St Nicholas’ Hospice.  Following the success of the weekend the W.I. would like to run the event again in 2010 preferably on the same night as the switching on of the lights.  Clerk to contact W.I. to put them in touch with the Christmas Lights Committee to ensure that community events derive maximum benefit.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary and the cash flow report for the period ending 31st December 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr.P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 6th January 2010 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. J. Smith suggested that a there should be a walk around the town to remove all out of date notices from lamp posts etc.  Cllr. K. Mison will speak to the Street Cleaners to ask them to carry out this task.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. B. Sutton reported that the temporary sign for the Primary School positioned at the bottom of Common Street is obstructing the view of drivers joining Callis Street.  Cllr. J. Meikle will test out the junction in his own vehicle and take the matter up with the site manager if necessary..
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – new leaflets have now been printed and are ready for distribution with the next Parish Newsletter.
	

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – a meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 9th February 2010 to follow on from the Finance Committee Meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 12th January 2010 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:   Victim Support – request received for donation, Finance Committee recommend £100 proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Ratification required for the purchase of five new grit bins at a cost of £95 each.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Request received from Clare Swimming Club for the Parish Council to cover the insurance cost of ca. £60 as in 2009.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	General Reserves – The Finance Committee recommend that, in line with SALC best advice, the Parish Council General Reserves should have set minimum and maximum levels.  A minimum of £90k and a maximum of £135k (a range of 100-150% of precept) proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Clerk to clarify whether the PWLB loan repayments should be excluded from the general reserves.
	Clerk.

	
	
	

	
	
	Clerks Delegated Spending Limit - The Finance Committee recommends that a limit of £50 per transaction be set for the Clerk to use from funds already covered under the Precept without prejudice to dealing with an emergency.  The Parish Council will see evidence of these transactions in the usual monthly finance reports.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	A valuation was carried out on the Cemetery Chapel by David Oswick and a recommended level of buildings insurance is £150,000.  The Finance Committee recommends increasing the insurance cover from £106,000 to £150,000.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. D. Blake and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i)
	SE/10/0018 – Greensward outside The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  TCA10/1865 Trees in Conservation Area Notification.  (i) Fell one Plane tree (ii) 40% crown reduction and shaping to one Beech tree.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	SE/10/0027 – Gothic House, Church Street, Clare.  TCA10/1866 Trees in Conservation Area Notification.   Re-pollard six Lime trees to previous pollard points.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	SE/10/0049 – Hermitage Farm Borehole and Outfall, Hermitage Meadows, Clare.  Erection of borehole building (following demolition of existing building).  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	ii)
	SE/10/0043 – 4 Callis Street, Clare.  List building application – replacement of front door.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA09/1853 – Well House, Well Lane, Clare.   GRANTED
	

	
	SE/09/1310 – 3 Hermitage Meadow, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	
	

	
	It was recommended that the Environment Committee discuss the management of the remaining trees in Nethergate Street as they are now very high.
	Environment Committee

	
	
	

	14
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – there are a number of outstanding highways issues in Clare, the Clerk was requested to contact Suffolk County Council for an update.  2 curbs along Well Lane and the top of Nethergate Street are regularly mounted by vehicles.  Also to be raised with SCC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – nothing to report. 
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – the BBC had been in Clare today filming for an item to be broadcast on Sunday on the Politics Show.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – Cllr. P. Daniels will look into the constitution and discuss possible candidates for two trustees with Cllr. K. Mison to produce a proposal for next Parish Council meeting.
	Cllrs. P. Daniels & 

K. Mison

	
	
	

	
	Parish Newsletter – will be ready for distribution shortly.  Requires more stories and information for future publications.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – Cllr. K. Mison has been offered free trees and tubing from the Borough Council and will arrange a planting work day.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – plans are being carried out for storage units in the Old School and bar and snack bar in the Town Hall.  Two trustees have resigned from the Committee.  The Parish Council will have an agenda item at the February meeting to nominate a Parish Council representative for CHOC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	A survey of the two halls will begin week commencing 25th January 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House – next meeting will be held on 1st February 2010.
	

	
	
	


	15
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – 790 individual responses have been entered into the survey software and all should be completed by Monday 25th January.  Completed questionnaires with written comments will be retained for future reference.  The framework for the report has been agreed.  External overseers will validate the output of the survey and written report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Due to the fact that the report will be presented to the Parish Council for their use in implementing actions, Cllr. K. Haisman has stepped down from the Editorial Group so that he will take no further part in compiling the report.
	

	
	
	

	
	The completed reports and executive summaries are due for completion at the end of April 2010.  There will be some extra fundraising required to cover the costs of the final printing.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parking – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	BMX Mud Jumps – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism Working Party – meeting to be held on 2nd February 2010.  Cllr. D. Blake will attend along with Cllr. J. Smith.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	16
	Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to hold the meeting on Tuesday 20th April 2010 and the main theme would be around the Clare Community Plan Report.  Clerk to invite Community Groups.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Parish Councillors
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to move this item to the February meeting.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Olympic Open Weekend in Suffolk
	

	
	
	

	
	There is a £500 grant available for communities to hold an event on the weekend of 20/21 July 2010 which is the 2 year mark until the opening of the 2012 Olympics.  Cllr. T. Sharp has spoken to the Cubs and Scouts groups who would be interested in holding a community event.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Clare Primary School
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter was written to Suffolk County Council requesting a site visit to discuss traffic issues around the Primary School; no response has been received to date despite 2 email reminders.  No action pending the outcome of further meetings in the political sphere.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle requested a letter be sent to the Head teachers of Clare Primary and Clare Middle School to thank them for keeping the schools open during the bad weather.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Youth Worker for Clare
	

	
	Community Speedwatch Initiative
	

	
	Increase the Number of Parish Councillors
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – nominate trustee
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – nominate trustees
	

	
	Clare Coffee Stop – set up a Rota for Councillors to attend
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.45p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
January 2010

Action

	Mark Walsh, Waste & Street Scene Services, St. Eds. Borough Council
	No Excuses Campaign Update.  Letter received offering assistance with campaign in local area.  Passed to the Environment Committee.

	Will Marshall, Transport Development Officer, Suffolk County Council
	Passenger Transport Services.  Invitation for one representative to attend meeting on Tuesday 2nd February to discuss contents of report from recent survey.  Cllr. J. Meikle will attend.

	Frances Moreton, War Memorials Trust
	Invitation received for looking after war memorials conference in Cambridge on 4th March 2010.  Cllr. K. Mison will attend.

	National Association of Local Councils
	Email received regarding NALC’s Local Council Awards 2010.

	Pauline Broad
	Information received for proposed Clare Coffee Stop and Information Service.  Rota to be set at next Parish Council meeting.


Noting

	C.J. Hodson, Clare
	Letter received regarding Laurels in Cemetery.

	Suffolk Association of Local Councils
	Email received regarding grit bins.

	Suffolk Association of Local Councils
	Email received regarding recorded music licensing in village halls.

	Steve Shaw
	Email received regarding Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 21st January 2010
3.
Police Report
Sgt. Kevin Horton expressed that speeding was a priority for the Police and would support Clare joining the Speedwatch Initiative, he is currently also in discussion with Stoke by Clare and Cavendish.

There were 6 reported crimes; 2 burglaries, 2 assaults and 2 thefts from motor vehicles. Sgt. Horton will be attending the Clare Business Association AGM on the 28th January 2010 to discuss the Business Watch Scheme.

Following a recent walk around the town during ‘not in my neighbourhood week’ the main issue for the young parishioners of Clare was to have more facilities.  A Home Office directive is being launched into anti-social behaviour and it will ask local communities to promote existing facilities such as youth clubs, swimming pools etc.  Cllr Sutton asked whether Clare has a youth worker, and asked that this be put on the next Council agenda.
4.
Parishioners Question Time

It was reported that whilst searching for information about Clare on the internet there seems to be a lot of out of date information.  These comments will be passed onto the newly formed Tourism Group.

6.
County Councillor’s Report 
County Cllr. Jane Midwood had attended a joint meeting at Thurlow who have had recent success with recruiting volunteers for the Speedwatch Initiative; Cllr. Midwood was delighted with the interest received from the villages.  Cllr. Midwood had also attended a meeting of the Ipswich Health Scrutiny Committee regarding out of hours surgeries.  The new contract has been awarded to Harmoni, they have a good reputation in Essex and other parts of the Country.  A request has been made to the Health Service for see the terms of the contract to understand what people should expect from the new out of hours service.  NHS Suffolk owe it to the public to make the process completely transparent regarding issues such as response times and centres to be used.  Cllr. Midwood is hoping to have more answers from NHS Suffolk in the near future.

Cllr. Midwood attended a Development Control Meeting.  

Suffolk County Council has begun the consultation on change of catchment areas for Haverhill Schools.

During the bad weather the gritters have done a good job but there were some villages that received no grit this winter.  Potholes are now a major issue.

Cllr. L. Warmington asked Cllr. Midwood about the current financial situation for the School Reorganisation, Cllr. Midwood had no up to date information regarding funding at this time.

The Chairman informed Cllr. Midwood that Clare Parish Council has purchased five new grit bins.  Cllr. Midwood was also advised that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on either the 13th or 20th April 2010.  
Clare Parish Council Minutes – 21st January 2010  
 Page 1

