
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 19th November 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Derek Blake, Patrick Daniels, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.

Borough Cllr. Jane Bone 

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed new Councillor Derek Blake.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – County Councillor Jane Midwood
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.
	

	
	
	

	
	No interest declared at this time.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the public forum.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.  
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th October 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	 Approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerks Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	A meeting and walk around the town has been arranged with Suffolk County Council and St Edmundsbury Borough Council on the 8th December to discuss street lighting in Clare.
	Cllrs. 

K. Mison 

B. Sutton

	
	
	

	
	A letter is to be resent to 11 High Street concerning overgrown lavender encroaching onto pavement.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	


	10
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary for the period ending 9th November 2009 and the cash flow report for the period ending 31st October 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. B. Sutton, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	ii)
	Precept 2010/11 first draft.  The Finance Committee had met to go through the initial draft precept and this was circulated to the Parish Council for comment.  The Environment Committee will review their request with regards to the street cleaning machine and works needed for the War Memorial.  A figure of £5000 will be proposed to enable the undertaking of some “quick wins” that may arise from the Community Plan Questionnaire.  Cllr. T. Sharp will discuss figures submitted by Clare Playing Field Association with their Committee.  Match funding has been proposed for the Tourism Working Party, Clare in Bloom, Clare Swimming Club and Clare First Responders.  Final precept will be presented at the December Parish Council meeting.

Cllr. L. Warmington will advise figure for insurance for Combined Halls of Clare.  The Chairman informed Cllr. L. Warmington that the Finance Committee, now they have received financial information, would like to support and encourage CHOC to use their 2009/10 precept allowance before the end of the financial year.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 7th October 2009 were circulated.  Cllr. K. Mison has been advised by Suffolk Wildlife Trust that the top of the Cemetery is an ideal location to install Owl Boxes.  Cllr. K. Mison requested a sum of £70.00 to cover the materials and he will make and install the boxes.  The Parish Council was in full agreement.
	Cllr. 

K. Mison

	
	
	
	

	
	
	It was explained that the tree opposite the White House in Nethergate Street is a danger to pedestrians due to falling branches and should be felled and replaced with a more suitable type of tree.  Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	Cllr. 

K. Mison, Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee.  A meeting will take place next week.  An updated leaflet will be printed with the aim of delivering it with the next issue of the Parish Newsletter.
	Cllr. 

B. Sutton

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – no meeting has been held.
	

	
	
	


	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 6th October 2009 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:   Stop Stansted Expansion, it was agreed not to donate money to this organisation as this is an individual matter and not one for the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	
	ii)
	Combined Halls of Clare.  Due to illness, the Chair of the Finance Committee has not been able to write to CHOC seeking further detail to the financial data received within the Strategic Financial Plan.  The Chairman had contacted Cllr. L. Warmington to offer the assistance of the members of the Finance Committee in putting together the financial and numerical detail which is being sought.  This approach would still enable the CHOC trustees to review the statistical data and reach their conclusions on the CHOC strategy.  Both CHOC and the Finance Committee are keen to agree a sound financial footing for CHOC as soon as possible and certainly before the end of the financial year.  

Cllr. P. Daniels proposed payment of the £1200 + VAT for the Kevin Hurley structural report for the Town Hall and the Old School, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.  Cllr. L. Warmington abstained from voting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	iii)
	Emergency Planning.  Cllr. B. Sutton proposed £1000 for the printing of the Emergency Planning updated leaflet and storage unit for blankets, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.  The money will be raised from the 2009/10 contingency budget.
	Cllr. 

B. Sutton

	
	
	
	

	
	iv)
	Tourism Working Party.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed setting aside £100 under Section 144 to pay for room hire for meetings, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	v)
	Clare Playing Field Association.  A request to pay £1206.12 for insurance and £829.02 for grass cutting from the 2009/10 precept budget was received.  Proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.  Cllr. T. Sharp abstained from voting.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	12
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i)
	SE/09/1322 – 30 Callis Street, Clare.  Tree in conservation area, notification of 30% crown reduction to one Lime Tree.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	Clerk


	
	ii)
	SE/09/1310 – 3 Hermitage Meadow, Clare.  (i) Erection of double garage (ii) conversion of integral garage to study/bedroom.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To renew Street Café Vending Permit – Café Clare, Well Lane, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried by majority.  Cllr. J. Meikle objected.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	TCA09/1809 – 33 Callis Street.  Granted
	

	
	ii)
	SE/09/1188 – Barclay House. Granted
	

	
	iii)
	SE/09/1137 – 5 Stone Hall.  Granted
	

	
	iv)
	SE/09/1132 – Clare Antiques Warehouse.  Withdrawn
	

	
	
	
	

	13
	Clare Primary School
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle to write to Graham Newman, Portfolio Holder for Children, Schools & Young People, Suffolk County Council to request a site visit to discuss travel plan for the school and concerns of pedestrians and residents during the construction period at the school.
	Cllr. 

J. Meikle

	
	
	

	14
	Electronic Planning Consultation
	

	
	
	

	
	A trial application was received and circulated.  After a discussion the Councilors’ agreed that they would like to continue receiving planning applications by post and not change to electronic consultations at this time.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways - awaiting plans from Suffolk County Council for parking restriction works to be carried out in and around the town centre.  Cllr. J. Smith to liaise with Clerk if no response received by 26th November.
	Cllr. 

J. Smith

 Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – Minutes of meeting held by the Clare Country Park Joint Advisory Panel were circulated.  A review of the car parking charges took place and Clare Parish Council was asked to forward their comments and recommendations.  The Parish Council would support the following; 1) 2 hour free parking from 9-11am.  2) Up to 1 hour parking 50p.  3) Up to 2 hour parking £1.00.  4) £20 season ticket for 2 hour limit.  5) £75 season ticket for anytime parking.  To encourage residents to use the car park lighting would have to be improved for security measures.
	Cllr. 

J. Smith

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – Fund raising race night has been cancelled due to lack of ticket sales.  200 Club will come up for renewal and is growing.  New Pilates classes are a good regular income.  The Committee has expressed their gratitude for help with funding from the Parish Council 2009/10 precept.  Plans for extra storage are being considered.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – Meetings are continuing with Suffolk County Council and the Conservative Opposition in Whitehall.  Clare Middle School received a good Ofsted Report with outstanding features.  The Chairman proposed that a letter be sent to the Head, Pupils and Governing Body to congratulate them on their success.  Cllr Meikle requested that a letter should also be sent to Tim Yeo MP to thank him for all the support he has given to the C.L.A.R.E. Campaign.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – Nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish Newsletter – another edition likely to go out in the New Year.
	Cllr. 

J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – Cllr. K. Mison requested a letter be sent to commend all the young people on their help in the Nuttery as part of Clare Middle School Community Day.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – report received and circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House – Notification received that Stuart Green will resign as Chairman at the end of the year.
	

	
	
	

	17
	To Fill Committee Vacancies
	

	
	
	

	
	Environment Committee – Cllr. T. Sharp nominated Cllr. D. Blake, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Finance Committee – Cllr. D. Blake is currently a lay member.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed Cllr D. Blake be nominated as Parish Councillor on the Finance Committee, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – there will be two vacancies, Cllr. P. Daniels to look at the constitution of the Charity to ask the trustees to propose nominations for consideration by the Parish Council.
	Cllr. 

P. Daniels

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – no nominee at this stage, although it is hoped that when the Financial Strategic Plan is agreed then CHOC should be able to attract a trustee.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House Museum – Cllr. D. Blake was nominated and accepted position of Trustee.  Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Clllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism – following discussion it was decided to delay nominating a new representative for the Tourism Forum at this stage until terms of reference and a Chairman have been agreed.  The Parish Council supports the tourism initiative and sees its role as a facilitator and not as Chair of the Forum.  In view of this decision it was thought appropriate to postpone the meeting arranged with the Tourism Officer of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Cllr. K. Haisman to contact the Tourism Forum.
	Cllr. 
K. Haisman

Clerk

	
	
	


	16
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – questionnaires are being delivered.  All completed questionnaires to be received back by 30th November 2009 for analysis.
	

	
	
	

	
	Traffic Survey – a working party will meet on Friday 27th November at 2pm to discuss next steps for car park proposal to be presented to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	All

	
	
	

	
	BMX Mud Jumps – Cllr. T. Sharp contacting parent group to give update.
	Cllr. 

T. Sharp

	
	Community Storage Facility – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism Working Party – as per item 17.
	

	
	
	

	18
	To agree dates for Parish Council meetings in 2010.
	

	
	
	

	
	A list of dates was circulated.  All meetings to be held on the 3rd Thursday of each month.  All Councillors were in agreement.  Finance and Environment Committee dates to be aligned to full Council dates.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	BT Payphone Consultation
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to adopt the two red telephone kiosks in Clare, one on the Market Hill and one on Stoke Road.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Review of office procedures and communications.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.00p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

November 2009
Action

	Haverhill Association of Voluntary Organisations
	Invitation to attend AGM on Friday 27th November, 1pm at Haverhill Leisure Centre.  

	Sue Philp, Suffolk Housing Society
	Letter received concerning Choice Based Letting Schemes.  Request to advertise vacant properties via the Parish Council.  Request article for Parish Newsletter.

	Adam Baker, Suffolk Culture & Sport Partnership
	Cash on offer for Communities.  Email circulated.

	St Nicolas Hospice 
	Invitation to attend 25th birthday Songs of Praise Service & Light up a Life Ceremony.  Various dates and venues available please ask Clerk for details.


Noting

	Tony Litton, CADS
	Red Barn Christmas Childrens Show – Email received to thank both the Finance Sub-Committee and the Parish Council itself for agreeing to underwrite the show.

	Sheila Martin, Clare RBLWS
	Invitation to attend Annual Service of Remembrance followed by refreshments at the Ex Serviceman’s Club.

	Ian Poole, St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Local Development Framework.  Acknowledgement of Parish Council comments received for The Core Strategy meeting to be held 23 November.  Letter circulated.

	Mrs M. Moore
	Thank you letter to Cllr. Mison for locating two shields for Clare Town Sign.  Letter circulated.

	Neville Jephcote, Suffolk County Council
	Bus service through Clare.  Response to letter sent 18th September.  Letter circulated


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 19th November 2009

4.
Police Report
A report was received from Sgt. Kevin Horton and circulated.  Recent burglaries have been linked with incidents in Haverhill and Essex.  Local businesses are being urged to join the Keysafe Scheme.

A walk about Clare on Friday 4th November in the evening included representatives from the Parish Council and the Country Park.  It was felt it went very well, contact was made with a number of young people and they feel safe and happy in Clare but would like more facilities.  A full report of the evening will be presented to the Parish Council.

Leaflets were distributed explaining the Speed Watch scheme, Stoke by Clare are in the process of adopting the scheme and Clare are also invited to join.

Reverend Rankin is organising a drop in session for Parishioners and the Safer Neighbourhood Team are keen to offer support and be involved.

Parish Councillors raised concerns about young people riding their bicycles at speed on the pavements.

Cllr. J. Meikle commented that it was very pleasing to see the increased presence of Police in the Town.
6.
County Councillor’s Report 

Cllr. Midwood was unable to attend the meeting and sent a report in her absence.
There has been a delay in implementing the parking restrictions changes in Clare but the formal consultation letters and plans should be sent next week.

On the Bell Corner, outside 1 Church Street, full height kerbs are to be installed to replace the dropped kerb that is there at the moment.  Problems with the new yellow lining on Snow Hill have been ironed out.  Negotiations are ongoing to resolve the Malting Lane dispute.
 

Cllr. J. Smith will report on the discussions at the recent Clare Country Park Panel.

I am currently on the Health Scrutiny and Development Control Committees of the County Council and I thought I would take the opportunity to tell you a bit about what we have been doing recently.  

Health Scrutiny has an important, independent, role in looking at all aspects of health services in Suffolk – their planning, provision and operation.  Councillors from the County, Districts and Boroughs sit on the Committee; however the decisions taken by Scrutiny are separate to and independent of those taken by the Cabinet or County Council as a whole.  

At our recent meeting, the most important item on the agenda was “Out of Hours Care Services”.  This is a very topical as many of you will have seen reports in the press and on television of the decision by NHS Cambridgeshire to terminate their contract early with TCN (Take Care Now) – the same out of hours service which operates in Suffolk.  Both NHS Suffolk and TCN were represented at the meeting and it remains to be seen if TCN will be successful in retaining their contract when new Suffolk contracts are awarded in April 2010.   Evidence was provided of serious problems with out of hour’s provision in some rural parts of the county with patients having lengthy travel times at night to reach a suitable clinic or facing long waits for treatment at home.  TCN doctors are not allowed to carry morphine and must return to base to collect it if needed and also consult another doctor before administering – this can mean a wait of up to 1 ½  hours for pain relief.

For west Suffolk, the most important topic on the Development Control agenda currently is the expansion of the Primary schools, following the School Organisation Review decision to move to two tier education.  I fully support the move to two tier education but I am concerned that current expansion plans do not take sufficient account of the increase in traffic outside the schools which is a major problem for some villages.  I will continue to voice these concerns at every opportunity because I do not believe that the responsibility rests entirely with the Schools to produce travel plans and they need the support of the county planning officers to sort things out for the safety of all concerned.

7.
Borough Councillor’s Report
Cllr. J. Bone listed the committees that she is currently involved with, and mentioned that she had also represented Clare at the Remembrance Day Service in Bury St Edmunds.  Cllr. J. Bone pointed out that there are currently three street lights out of order in Nethergate Street and Stoke Road.  Cllr. J. Bone confirmed that she will attend the meeting which will take place on Tuesday 8th December with St. Edmundsbury and Suffolk County Council to discuss street lighting in Clare.
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