
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 15th October 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith,
Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.
County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone and one parishioner.

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. P. Daniels and D. Blake.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.
	

	
	
	

	
	No interest declared at this time.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the public forum.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.  
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th September 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	 Approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerks Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman will attend initial briefing for monthly drop-in community Information Service and Coffee Morning on Monday 2nd November, being arranged by Reverend Rankin.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	
	Cllr K. Haisman will attend Suffolk Association of Local Councils AGM on 9th November 2009.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	


	10
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary for the period ending 11th October 2009 and the cash flow report for the period ending 30th September 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 7th October 2009 were circulated.  A report on two street cleaning machines was circulated.  Cllr. T. Sharp recommended purchase of the Kirsten machine at a cost of £5800 plus VAT, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  The Clerk to send confirmation of order to Thurlow Nunn Standen for the machine.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The street cleaning schedules will be reviewed as Brian Watts will be the sole operator of the machine.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee.  Cllr. B. Sutton was nominated as Parish Council representative, proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  Cllr. B. Sutton has also agreed to be the Secretary for the Emergency Committee.  Cllr. J. Smith offered to assist Cllr. B. Sutton with any background information she may require.  Cllr. J. Meikle will call a meeting of the Committee.
	Cllrs. 

B. Sutton, 
J. Smith

 J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – no meeting has been held.
	

	
	
	

	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 6th October 2009 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:   Royal British Legion Women’s Section – request received for £100 for cost of band on Remembrance Sunday and £50 for wreath, proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	ii)
	The Annual Audit report was received from BDO Stoy Hayward, it was agreed that the report was a true and fair representation of the Parish Council.  Acceptance of the report was proposed by Cllr. B. Sutton, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	
	iii)
	A request was received from the Combined Halls of Clare to pay the cost of £1200 plus VAT for a survey of the Town Hall and the Old School by Kevin Hurley.  The Parish Council agreed to pay the sum subject to a detailed schedule of the survey to be carried out, proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.  Cllr. L. Warmington abstained from voting.
	Cllr. L. Warmington

	
	
	

	
	iv)
	A licence has been received to enable Clare in Bloom to plant 2000 crocus bulbs in the greens ward at Nethergate Street.  The Parish Council agreed that the licence be signed by the Clerk and returned to Suffolk County Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	v)
	A grant policy process was circulated, this will enable the Parish Council and Parishioners to have a clear understanding of the criteria required to obtain a grant from the Parish Council.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	vi)
	Under risk assessment it was agreed that a new office chair be ordered for the Parish Council Office.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	12
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i)
	SE/09/1188 – Barclay House, Market Hill.  Listed building application – removal of internal partition walls and installation of two bathrooms on the first floor and one wc on ground floor.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. B. Sutton, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	ii)
	SE/09/1132 – Clare antiques, Malting Lane.  Change of use of part of building from class A1 (retail) to class C3 (residential dwelling).  Recommended refusal due to over subscription of the area and lack of adequate parking.
	

	
	iii)
	SE/09/1137 – 5 Stone Hall, Nethergate Street.  Erection of conservatory to west elevation.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	iv)
	SE/09/ - Clare Primary School – six temporary classroom units to decant staff and pupils for 16 weeks during remodeling of existing building.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	
	

	b)
	
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Two planning applications passed to Planning Advisory Panel for discussion.
	

	
	
	
	


	c)
	
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	SE/09/1021 – 4 Hermitage Close.  Granted
	

	
	
	
	

	13
	Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	

	
	
	

	
	The updated standing orders and financial regulations for Clare Parish Council had been circulated and reviewed.  Recommended approval of the documents was proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Clare Primary School
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle will write to the Development Control Committee (DCC) to raise the concerns of the Parish Council with regards to the peripheral issues surrounding the plans for the Primary School.  A planning consultant form Beacon Planning has written a letter on behalf of the Parish Council to the DCC to be considered at the meeting on 22nd October 2009.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	15
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – Double yellow lines have been put down in Cavendish Road and Snow Hill.  The lines in Snow Hill are to be revisited and joined.  Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council visited Clare last week to inspect the property on the corner of Church Street and Cavendish Road due to being repeatedly hit by passing traffic.  A new kerb stone will be put in place to prevent vehicles mounting the pavement as an initial step.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – AGM will be held on 4th November 2009.  Cllr. J. Smith announced she will be standing down from Clare in Bloom at the AGM.
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – Cllr. L. Warmington was nominated as a representative of Clare Parish Council, proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  Cllr. K. Mison informed the representatives that there is no longer a  gate at the bottom of the children’s play area, dogs are now able to get in and are fouling in the area.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – a fund raising race night is being held on the 21st November.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – a meeting is taking place on Monday 19th October with the portfolio holder to seek assurance that the finance is in place for the School Reorganisation Review.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – the charity will be seeking two new members to be nominated by the Parish Council in 2010.  This will be an agenda item at the next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	Parish Newsletter – the final draft is being edited and will be circulated to all Councillors before going to print.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – their 25th anniversary lunch is taking place in November.  Parish Council to write a letter to congratulate the committee for their service to the community.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – report received and circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House – Stuart Green will be resigning and a new trustee will need to be nominated.  This will be an agenda item at the next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	16
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – the pilot questionnaire has been completed by approximately twenty volunteers.  The final questionnaire will be ready for distribution early November 2009.  The Awards for All grant was turned down.  A fundraising golf day was held recently and a music event will be held on 24th October.  There is a shortfall in funds to pay for printing costs.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed granting £1000 from the precept allocated to the Community Plan, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Traffic Survey – a meeting took place to discuss the monitoring of loss of spaces in the town.  A list of outstanding work and a time line was received from Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council Highways Department.  Cllr. J. Smith to email copy of time line to all Councillors.  The Parish Council agreed to accept the time line.  

Cllr. K. Haisman has contacted Liz Watts and Patsy Dell of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council with regards to funding for car parking following on from new development at The Granary.
Cllr. J. Smith has received a copy of the proposal regarding parking fees for the Clare Country Park.  A request to be sent to County Cllr. J. Midwood to arrange a meeting with the Portfolio Holder to discuss the proposal and the ongoing parking issues in Clare.
	Cllr. J. Smith

Cllr. K. Haisman

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	BMX Mud Jumps – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Storage Facility – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism Working Party – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	


	17
	Electronic Planning Consultations
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council would like to accept the offer of a trial to pilot the online planning application consultations.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Tree opposite The White House, Nethergate Street
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith has requested that the Plane Tree either be felled as it is a danger to pedestrians because of falling branches or alternatively that the tree be heavily pollarded on a regular basis.  Cllr. K. Mison will contact the residents of the White House to discuss their preferred course of action.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	19
	Royal British Legion
	

	
	
	

	
	Ratify decision for market stall and mile of coins to take place on the Market Hill on Saturday 31st October in aid of the Poppy Appeal.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Comibined Charities – to nominate trustees
	

	
	Ancient House Museum – to nominate trustee
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.50p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

October 2009
Action

	National Association of Local Councils
	Quality Councils Seminar Friday 30 October 2009, Aylesbury, Bucks.

Invitation received.  Email circulated.  Noted.

	Geoff Rivers, Chief Executive, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Parish Council Conference Tuesday 10 November 2009, West Suffolk House, Bury St. Edmunds.  Letter circulated.  Cllr. K. Haisman will attend.

	West Suffolk Local Strategic Partnership
	West Suffolk LSP Annual Conference Wednesday 25 November 2009, Newmarket.  Program circulated.  Noted.

	PC Ruth Horton, Clare Police Station
	‘Not in my neighbourhood week’ invitation for Parish Councillor and Street Cleaner to accompany the Safer Neighbourhood Team on a walk about Clare on the evening of Friday 7 November.  Email circulated.  Cllr. K. Mison will attend.


Noting

	John Laws, Clare Country Park
	Notice to Parish Councils -Community Safety Accreditation Scheme.  Letter received to advise Parish Council that John Laws is now an Accredited Person.  

	Marie Currie Cancer Care
	Thank you letter received for donation under Section 137.  

	Katrina Maguire, Suffolk County Council
	Information received informing of a new project being launched by SCC called ‘Fit Villages@.  Letter circulated.

	Sgt Kevin Horton, Clare Police Station
	Newsletter Bury Rural South October 2009.  Newsletter circulated.



Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th October 2009

4.
Police Report
Sgt Kevin Horton and new PCSO David Matchett attended the meeting.  PCSO Matchett informed the Parish Council that bogus callers committed a distraction burglary on the 19th September; leaflets on security advice have been handed out to local residents.  The Police will also be present on the Market Hill to hand out leaflets and advice in the near future.
There have been a number of incidents where traffic is going the wrong direction in Bucks Lane which is a one way system.  A request has been made for a ‘no left turn’ sign to be erected in front of the Solicitors car park to make drivers aware of the one way system.


There have been six reported crimes during the period 17th September and 15th October 2009.

Speed checks have been carried out on the 22nd September, 10th and 13th October, four warnings were given.


This month 12 parking tickets have been issued.

On Halloween evening the mobile police station will be on the market hill during the evening and extra patrols will be conducted.

‘Not in my Neighbourhood Week’ is a nationwide initiative to address anti-social behaviour problems and will take place during week commencing 3rd November 2009.
Clare Middle School have requested permission to visit the market Hill on Friday 23rd October and sell cakes and crafts that they have made to shoppers.  The Parish Council has no objections.
Sgt Horton enquired if there is any funding available for bicycles/equipment for the PCSO’s in Clare.

Councillors reported two concerns to the Police, one was a vehicle parked on the pavement at the top of Nethergate Street causing an obstruction and two, people riding their bicycles at speed on the pavements around the town.
5.
Parishioners’ Question Time

A resident of Church Street and owner of shop in Clare enquired as to why parking restrictions had been placed at the bottom of Malting Lane outside Clare Antiques.  It was explained that the land belongs to the Environment Agency and a traffic regulation notice had been served prior to the restrictions being put in place, and also that Clare Antiques have been offered two parking spaces in the Country Park Car Park by Suffolk County Council.  

The Parishioner also raised concerns about the lack of parking in the Town, it was suggested, that as he was also a shop owner, that he contact the Clare Business Association for further information as they have helped to carry out a parking survey and have been involved in discussions with the Parish Council and the Police regarding new parking restrictions that will be introduced into the Town. 
6.
County Councillor’s Report 
Highway maintenance at Chilton Street is due to commence 7th November 2009, Cllr. Midwood will contact West Area Highways to ensure the planned patching and drainage works are also carried out.  Cllr. Midwood has spoken to Mick Baker, SCC regarding blocked drains outside Riverside House, Stoke Road.
Cllr. Midwood attended a Police meeting at Castle Manor School where other building burglaries were highlighted; there have been a number of break-ins where nothing was taken but damage was done.  The Police are taking this seriously.

Cllr. Midwood will attend a meeting on Monday 19th October at the Middle School with the Portfolio Holder to discuss funding of the School Reorganisation Review.  Cllr. J. Meikle will also be attending.  Cllr. K. Haisman asked that a request be made to the Portfolio Holder for a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss Clare Primary School issues, including the Public Admission Numbers, Traffic Management and Funding.
A Quality of Life scheme which allocates funding will be looking at traffic management in Clare.

7.
Borough Councillor’s Report
Cllr. Bone was asked if there is a plan to pass the responsibility of Clare Country Park to the Borough Council, Cllr. Bone said at this time there was no plan.
Cllr. Bone was informed of problems with street lights in Clare; a request for a tour around the town after daylight hours is being requested.  Clerk to contact St. Edmundsbury Borough Council and Cllr. Bone.
Parish Councillors are concerned about the contrast in the amount of money the Bury St Edmunds has in relation to Clare and have requested Cllr. Bone assistance with street lighting and car parking issues in Clare.  Cllr. Bone will contact Geoff Rivers and John Griffiths of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.
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