
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 17th September 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Jim Meikle, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone and two parishioners.

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. P. Daniels and K. Mison.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith, Agenda Item 9 Suffolk Pharmacy & Dispensing Committee.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the public forum.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.  This item was bought forward to enable Cllr. Midwood to attend another Parish Council Meeting.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Presentation from Liz Watts, Chief Finance Officer, St Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	

	
	
	

	
	A report was circulated explaining how council tax for St. Edmundsbury is collected and spent.  Liz Watts informed the Parish Council that the Borough have been looking at areas in which they can save money.  At present Clare receives a Parish Council Grant of £17500 which forms part of the annual Precept and is 10% of the total amount available from the Borough to Parish Councils, this grant is likely to reduce to 9% next year.  Due to the Local Government Review process actual changes to the pot of money available and cap for that money have not yet been confirmed.  The Parish Councillors thanked Liz Watts for the clear explanation of the grant process.  It was a very helpful insight to the finances of the Borough Council and allocation of monies.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public forum and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	


	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 3rd September 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	One amendment.  Cllr. J. Meikle was recorded as absent.  This was amended and signed by the Chairman.  Approval of the Minutes was then proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Suffolk Pharmacy and Dispensing Committee.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith left the room.
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter had been received from the Suffolk Pharmacy and Dispensing Committee regarding an application for outline consent to dispense from Hardwicke House Group Practice, Sudbury, which includes Stonehall Surgery in Clare.  The Parish Council considered concerns raised in a letter from Clare Pharmacy if this application was granted.  Councillors were all in agreement that the Pharmacy is a vital asset to the community, not only does it dispense medicine but offers a wider range of services including valuable advice.  It was agreed that the application has no benefit to the patients/residents of Clare and surrounding villages with regards to health issues and the Parish Council would oppose the application is the strongest way possible.  Proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  The Clerk will write to the Suffolk Pharmacy and Dispensing Committee.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith returned to the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Clerks Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith volunteered to replace Cllr. J. Meikle as a Parish Council representative for the Tourism Group being jointly run with Clare Business Association.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary for the period ending 10th September 2009 and the cashflow report for the period ending 31st August 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. B. Sutton, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	13
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from the meeting held on 9th September 2009 were circulated.  Brian Watts attended the meeting, his contribution was very helpful and a number of issues were resolved.  Demonstrations of two street cleaning machines will be arranged for Mr Watts to trial and a decision will then be taken as to which machine to buy.
	Environment Committee

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee.  The Clerk to contact the Chairman of the Committee to receive an update of their status.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – no meeting has been held.
	

	
	
	

	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 8th September 2009 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:   No requests received
	

	
	
	

	
	ii)
	A letter had been received from Combined Halls of Clare (CHOC) requesting financial assistance with their insurance premiums and rent for the Parish Council Office.  The Finance Committee had asked CHOC for a cashflow report for the remainder of the financial year to enable the sums to be paid for that period.  A cashflow report has now been received.  In order for the payments to continue in subsequent years the Parish Council have requested a long term strategic plan from CHOC, this is now being compiled.  Cllr. L. Warmington said this would help to ease the financial pressures for CHOC as the halls will require maintenance and will need the support of the Parish Council for the future running of the halls.  The Chairman explained that there was no lack of goodwill to support CHOC, but the Parish Council will need detailed information to enable them to make informed decisions in the future.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. L. Warmington left the room.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	The Chairman proposed to pay £457.25 per month for the remainder of the financial year, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. L. Warmington returned to the meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	
	The Parish Council wish for the Trustees of CHOC to take ownership of the strategic plan and provide the Parish Council with the required information in time for the Parish Council to make a decision before the Annual Parish Meeting in April.  Clerk to write to trustees confirming decision.
	Clerk


	
	iii)
	It was agreed to maintain the market rent for Turners Fishmongers at £300p.a.  Clerk to send invoice.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iv)
	A request was received from Clare Amateur Dramatics Society (CADS) asking the Parish Council to under write a sum of up to £300 to enable them to hold an event on the 27th November for the Christmas Lights Switch On evening.  The Parish Council suggested CADS speak to the Christmas Lights Committee as they are co-ordinating the evening.  The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council should support CADS by under writing the £300, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. Smith has offered to discuss with the Christmas Lights Committee the possibility of the Christmas Lights Fund being managed in future by the Parish Council as “earmarked reserves”
	Cllr J. Smith

	
	
	
	

	
	v)
	The insurance renewal was received from Zurich at a cost of £2649.13.  A separate proposal was received from Suffolk Acre, also using Zurich as the insurer.  The premium was extremely competitive at £1797.79 for 2009/10 if the Parish Council committed to a 5 year term with Suffolk Acre.  Proposal to accept Suffolk Acre quote was proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – nothing to report.  Clerk to email Kevin Shipp, Suffolk County Council for report from meeting held in August.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – Clare won Silver in the Anglia In Bloom competition.  Parish Council to write a letter of congratulations to Clare in Bloom.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – a fund raising race night is being held on the 21st November.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish Newsletter – next newsletter is due out end of October.
	

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – report received and circulated.
	

	
	Ancient House – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	


	14
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – two applications for funding are ongoing.
	

	
	Three quotes were received for production and analysis of the questionnaire, the Steering Group chose Everything Orange based in Clare.  A working group has been set up to produce the final questions for the pilot for the end of September
	

	
	
	

	
	Traffic Survey – Cllr. J. Smith has spoken to both the County and Borough Councillors.  The Chairman recommended contacting the relevant SCC cabinet member directly.  Cllr. J. Smith to arrange a meeting with 2/3 other Councillors to create a proposal for discussion at the October meeting.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	BMX Mud Jumps – ongoing work to satisfy the requirements of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council this also needs parental involvement.
	Cllr. T. Sharp  

	
	
	

	
	Parishioner Support –Citizen Advice Bureau (CAB) with run a monthly drop in session on the second Monday of each month, commencing 12th October for an initial period of 6 months.  Parish Council to pay for Hall Hire and CAB expenses, Total amount £42.50 per month
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Storage Facility – no meetings have been held.
	

	
	
	

	16
	To fill the vacancy for Parish Councillor by co-option.
	

	
	
	

	
	Application received from Derek Blake.  Proposal to co-opt Derek Blake was proposed by The Chairman, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Local Development Framework
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council had responded to the consultation in January 2009, a copy of the letter was circulated for discussion.  After significant discussion it was agreed that Site WS05 (formerly SS19) was still the preferred option.  Special mention will be given to the number of social/affordable that should be included; this should be more than the standard 40%.  Roads and infrastructure also need to be considered in great detail.  Cllr. T. Sharp offered to draft the response to this new consultation and circulate for approval.
	Cllr. T. Sharp

	
	
	

	18
	Clare Primary School
	

	
	
	

	
	Ratify decision to use Planning Consultant, Jenny Page of Beacon Planning Limited for assessment report for planning application.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	19
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i) SE/09/1021 – Erection of single storey extension and conservatory to rear elevation, 4 Hermitage Close, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/1109 – Fell two Sycamore trees and pollard one Elm tree - 33 Callis Street. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0682 – The Clare Hotel, 19 Nethergate Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	SE/09/0842 – Linden House, 28 Callis Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	SE/09/0843 – Linden House, 28 Callis Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	SE/09/0867 – 31 Callis Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	SE/09/0868 – 31 Callis Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	TCA09/1790 – St. Peter & Pauls Church, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	TCA09/1791 – Opposite The White House, Nethergate St, Clare. GRANTED
	

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Primary School
	

	
	Emergency Committee
	

	
	Car Parking
	

	
	Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	

	
	Tree opposite The White House, Nethergate Street
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.40p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

August 2009

Action
	Steve Shaw, National Co-ordinator, Local Works
	More Powers for Parish & Town Councils.  Email Circulated.  Noted


Noting

	Catherine Smith, Dedham Vale & Stour Valley Project
	Sustainable Development Fund.  Email Circulated.  Noted


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 17th September 2009

4.
Police Report
The Police were unable to attend the meeting, a report was received and circulated.

Since last meeting there have been 15 crimes. These were as follows:

6 thefts, including 1 of a motor vehicle

2 assaults; 1 of causing intentional harassment, 1 of driving with excess alcohol

4 criminal damage 

1 burglary of an outdoor building

5.
Parishioners’ Question Time

Mr M. Smith represented the Clare Pharmacy in asking for support from the Parish Council to oppose the application received from Hardwicke House Group Practice for dispensing medicine to residents of Chilton Street, Hundon, Poslingford and Stoke by Clare.  He explained that there was an error in the application letter, this being that the Practice Manager at Hardwicke House believed that when he was sold the practice by Dr Leeper that he had dispensing rights for these villages.  In fact Dr Leeper had applied but was refused as it was deemed detrimental to services of pharmacy.

If the application is granted this will have a financial impact on the pharmacy and will cut down on the other services available which would affect the whole community.  It is neither necessary nor desirable that Hardwicke House should be given this licence and Mr Smith would urge the Parish Council to oppose the application.
6.
County Councillor’s Report 
On Friday 18th September Cllr. Midwood is doing a drive around Clare with Matt Riches of Suffolk County Council to discuss road repairs and other highway matters.  It was asked if flooding in Stoke Road and overgrown paths in Cavendish Road and Sheepgate Lane could also be mentioned.

The following money from the Locality Budget has been distributed: Scouts £500 for new cooker, First Responders £1500 for new defribulator to be used by Stoke by Clare and Wixoe and Clare Community Plan will received £1000.

With regards to the School Organisation Review (SOR) and Clare Middle School, Graham Newman will contact Jim Meikle reference financial circumstances.  There may be a pause on the Bury phase but funding is in place for Haverhill.  

Cllr. Midwood is extremely concerned with regards to the Clare Primary School and the traffic issues that will arise following the expansion.  Cllr. Midwood feels that this issue is not being addressed by the SOR and will contact the Clerk with her concerns.

Cllr. Midwood has not been able to contact Paul West who is responsible for parking in Clare Country Park to discuss withdrawal of charges between 9-11am.  Cllr. Midwood will pursue this issue.  Another suggestion from the Parish Council, already raised at the meeting with SCC cabinet member Cllr Guy McGregor, is that a row of spaces be designated to the Parish Council and the Clare Business Association for the use of free business parking.  Clerk to email Cllr. Midwood.

It was asked if Cllr Midwood could set up meetings with both Director of Highways and Director of Schools to enable the Parish Council to get to the bottom of these particular ongoing issues.

7.
Borough Councillor’s Report
Cllr. Bone reported that she had attended various committee meetings including Development Control and Policy and St. Edmundsbury Countryside Forum.
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