
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. 
on Thursday 20th August 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Tony Sharp, June Smith, Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.  Borough Cllr. Jane Bone and one parishioner

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. P. Daniels, J. Meikle, K. Mison and County Cllr. Jane Midwood
	

	
	
	

	2
	Election of Vice Chairman for Parish Council
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman (Chairman) nominated Cllr. T. Sharp for Vice Chairman; this was seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.  Cllr. T. Sharp accepted the nomination.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Register of members’ interests – none received.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time – no questions received.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th July 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter was received concerning the overgrowth of two front gardens in the High Street, Cllr. T. Sharp offered to speak to the residents.
	Cllr. T. Sharp


	
	Suffolk County Council is running a survey on Public Transport in the area.  Copies of the survey have been left with the two Surgeries, Pharmacy, Newsagents, Library and Churchill Close.  The Parish Council will write to Suffolk County Council to stress the importance of the Haverhill-Sudbury route.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	BDO Stoy Hayward returned the Annual Audit as the incorrect figure of the PWLB loan had been used.  The figure has been amended and initialed.  Copies of minutes recording the risk assessment process and internal audit for the Parish Council are also being sent to BDO Stoy Hayward.  The Parish Council approved the additional information required by BDO.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk will arrange for a survey of the Cemetery Chapel at a cost of £150 for insurance purposes.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Crime figures for July 2009:  Vehicle 2, Burglary 1, Anti-Social Behaviour 4.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary for the period ending 9th August 2009 and the cash flow forecast for the period ending 31st July 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee – an official meeting did not take place on the 12th August as the committee was not quorate.  
	

	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – no meeting has been held.  Cllr. J. Smith stated that the Parish Council had initially helped with the set up of this Committee and was keen to maintain it.  A new leaflet was due to be produced in 2009 to keep the Parishioners informed of the service with all the up to date information.  The Clerk will contact the Chairman of the Emergency Committee to see if they have enough members and whether they require any further support from the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – no meeting has been held.
	

	
	
	

	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 11th August 2009 were circulated.
	

	
	
	


	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:  i) Vitalise – the Clerk has written to Vitalise to ascertain in any Parishioners of Clare have used their services and how those needing it would be able to access it.  ii) Marie Curie - £160 was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – Following a recent visit a report was received from Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council outlining a number of amendments and updates for traffic management in Clare including the suggestion that the limited waiting periods for Clare should be made more formal, the Parish Council have taken advice from the Police and will suggest the new waiting time should be limited to 1 hour in all restricted areas.  Once a timeline has been agreed for the work to be carried out a leaflet drop to both residents and businesses in the town centre would be needed prior to any changes taking place.  The Clerk will respond to the report in writing.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – results for the Anglia in Bloom will be released mid September.
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – a request to sell 200 Club memberships on the Market Hill on the 19th September has been approved by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish Newsletter – next newsletter is due out in the Autumn.
	

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – Cllr. B. Sutton attended a recent meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – report received and circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman informed the Parish Council the Swimming Pool had opened for 4 weeks during the School Holidays, it closed with a gala on the final day which was very well attended.  Over the 4 week period a total of 1008 paying visitors used the pool.
	

	14
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – The Steering Group attended a briefing session run by Suffolk ACRE to explain how to produce a questionnaire.  A second meeting was held to enable the Steering Group to divide the topics between them so that the questions can be put together to enable the final document to go out to the Parishioners by late October.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman asked if the Parish Council would be prepared to undertake a grant application on behalf of the Community Plan for funding from Awards for All.  This funding, approximately £5900, would be used to analyse the questionnaire responses and print the final report.  There would be no financial risk to the Parish Council.  All Councillors were in agreement that the Parish Council should apply for the funding.
	Cllr. K. Haisman 

	
	
	

	
	Traffic Survey – A meeting was held with Greene King to discuss the possibility of using the plot of land behind the Swan Inn as a Car Park.  Greene King did not want to pursue this option.  A separate meeting was held with Guy McGregor and Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council, County Cllr. Jane Midwood and members of both the Parish Council and Clare Business Association to discuss alternative parking solutions for Clare.  One of the suggestions was to reinstate the 2 hour free parking in the mornings in the Country Park; Mr McGregor will contact the relevant body to see if this could be put into action.  The Clerk will contact Cllr. Midwood to see if another meeting can be held with the Portfolio Holder responsible for parking in the Country Park.  The Clerk will request a list of actions generated by the meeting from Kevin Shipp.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	BMX Mud Jumps – further to a letter sent to St. Edmundsbury from Lee Frere a reply was received from the Planning Department and indications show that this is not a straightforward project.  However, the Parish Council is keen to pursue the project and will request a site visit from the Planners at St Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	Cllr. T. Sharp  Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Parishioner Support – awaiting reply from Citizen Advice Bureau to see if they are willing to hold a monthly drop in session in Clare.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Community Storage Facility – no meetings have been held.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Register of Interests
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman had circulated an email to update all Councillors of their responsibilities as nominated trustees by the Parish Council.  It is important that their Register of Interests is up to date with the Clerk and that they declare any personal or prejudicial interests at Parish Council Meetings.
	All Councillors


	16
	Local Development Framework.
	

	
	
	

	
	A drop in session is being held in the Old School on Tuesday 1st September 2009 for the consultation process.  The Clerk will advertise this on the website and notice boards.  Email to be circulated to other Community Groups.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The consultation documents received from the LDF will be circulated amongst the Parish Councillors and there will be an agenda item at the September Meeting to formulate the response of the Parish Council to the LDF.  All Councillors to produce written suggestions for response.
	All Councillors

	
	
	

	17
	Clare Co-op
	

	
	
	

	
	Decision to allow the Co-op to have a fund raising cake stall on the Market Hill on 15th July was ratified by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	i) SE/09/0832 - Change of use of annex from residential to class A1 shop - 2 Forge House, Cavendish Road.  This application has been withdrawn.
	

	ii)
	ii) SE/09/0842 - Erection of single storey side extension -  Linden House, 28 Callis Street. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	iii)
	SE/09/0843 - Erection of single storey side extension. Alterations associated with conversion of utility room to kitchen. Insertion of sash window to north elevation- Linden House, 28 Callis St. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	iv)
	SE/09/0867 - Erection of extension to existing barn (following demolition of barn) -31 Callis St.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	v)
	SE/09/0868 - Erection of extension to existing barn - 31 Callis Street.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	vi)
	SE/09/0879 (TCA/1790) - Fell 3 holly trees, 10% crown reduction 19 yew trees - St Peter & St Pauls Church.  This application was requested by the Parish Council.
	

	vii)
	SE/09/0882 (TCA/1791) - Pollard one plane tree- Opposite The White House, Nethergate St.  This application was requested by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	


	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Primary School – The Chairman suggested that this is such an important planning issue that an extra Parish Council Planning Meeting will be required.  All Councillors were in agreement and the meeting will take place on Thursday 3rd September 2009 in the Committee Room of the Old School.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0735 – Well House, Well Lane, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	Se/09/0761 – 31 Callis Street, Clare.  GRANTED
	

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Local Development Framework
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.00p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

August 2009

Action

	Terry Hunt, East Anglian Daily Times
	As part of commitment to the local community, the EADT, its associated websites and its sister weekly newspapers are looking to further improve their coverage of community news. We are asking for the Parish Council to e-mail the minutes, or report, of your meetings to us, so that we can publish them in either the EADT, one of our weekly newspapers, or one of our websites.  I would be very grateful if you would raise this matter at your next Parish Council meeting.  The Parish Council were in agreement with this suggestion.  The Chairman will also give the Clerk contact details for the Suffolk Free Press.

	Kevin Marshall, St. Eds. Borough Council
	Housing Officers with all the Suffolk District/Borough Councils are putting together an event in the autumn to provide further advice and guidance to Town & Parish Councils about the provision of rural affordable housing.  I thought it would be helpful to give early notice of this event.  Date is Friday 9 October.  To be held at Blackbourne Hall in Elmswell from 10am - 12.30pm followed by lunch.  Detailed programme will go out in due course.  The Clerk to inform the Steering Group for the Community Plan.  Cllr. B. Sutton would like to attend.

	NALC
	Local Council Awards.  Email Circulated. Closing date for applications is 30 November 2009.  

	Suffolk ACRE
	Annual General Meeting.  Thursday 24 September 2009, Coddenham Community & Sports Centre.  Registration from 5.30pm.  Guest speaker, Andrea Hill, Chief Executive of Suffolk County Council.  Cllr. B. Sutton would like to attend.

	Society of Local Council Clerks
	Regional Conference for the East of England.  Thursday 24 September 2009, 10am – 3.45pm, Chilford Hall, Linton.  

2009 Programme – A Changing Sector, the annual policy and technical update for Clerks and Councillors.  The Clerk would like to attend.

	Louise Cook, Cancer Research UK
	I am the Area Volunteer Manager in Suffolk and North Essex.  I am writing to enquire whether any members/residents would like to get involved in either volunteering or fundraising for the charity in anyway.  Clerk to advertise on website and notice board.  Also to be included in next Parish News.


Noting

	Frank Stockley, Suffolk County Council
	Thank you for comments regarding the pre-planning consultation meeting held at Clare Community Primary School on 25th June, we are grateful for your participation to assist us in the size, shape and form of the building and any impact this may have on the community.  We have considered all the comments made and where possible addressed as many concerns as we can, but as you can appreciate the site has a limitation on space and this will affect how much can be achieved.  The design has been drawn up using the Department for Children Schools and Families guidelines to give the appropriate accommodation and space for the pupils and staff.  I have listed the main comments made along with a response for each one.  Copy of list circulated.  We would like to take this opportunity to assure you that there is appropriate funding in place for this project and with the backing of the Councils experience in managing building projects that this project will be managed and delivered in a safe efficient manner.  You will be invited to give further comments concerning this development to the planning officers as part of the statutory planning process.

	Ann Ivison, Big Lottery Fund
	Thank you for returning end of grant report and photographs.  We are pleased to see that your project was a success and a lot of hard work has been put into the breathing place.  Your grant has now finished and you have supplied us with the information necessary to close the grant file.  Information about project to be retained for 7 years after date of this letter (07.07.09).  We wish you continued success in the future and hope your group and members of the community continue to enjoy your breathing place.

	Rooney Anand, Chief Executive, Greene King
	Parking on land behind The Swan Inn.  Thank you for your letter regarding the above.  I fully understand your issue and have therefore forwarded your letter to David Elliott, MD of Greene King’s Pub Partners business, as the Swan is one of our tenanted and leased properties for which Mr Elliott has operational responsibility.  Mr Elliott will follow up on this matter and make contact with you once he has familiarised himself with the facts.  However, in the meantime, thank you for writing to me and for bringing this issue to my attention.


	Mrs Ayello Wright, Clare Liaison & Support Project
	In reply to the offer of garage space in the proposed new storage area in Clare Cemetery, we must thank you for the kind offer; however the following reservations have been noted.  1. The drivers are concerned about access through the gates as the minibus is very long and would need clear spaces around the gates in order to complete the manoeuvre. 2. They would feel uncomfortable about driving in when a funeral might be taking place and in addition, for some bereaved people, that place is very special, and they would not want to disturb its quiet peace. 3. They would need a guaranteed parking space for their own car whilst they are out in the minibus.

The management committee is very interested in the plans and would happily work with you on them, but at the same time, need to be sure the drivers demands are met, since they give up their time voluntarily.  Our present arrangement for the minibus is satisfactory and we are not charged for this facility.

	Pat James
	I was very pleased to meet the group who are working on the wildflower area and equally pleased to collect seed for them from Bellybones meadow.  I received a lot of help from a variety of people when I started the meadow at Bellybones and it is good to try to repay some of this help.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 20th August 2009

4.
Police Report
Pleased to report that an arrest had been made regarding malicious letters being left on various notice boards and sent to local businesses.  Police Officers are now able to patrol Clare by bicycle.  The Mobile Police Station will be on the Market Hill on Sunday 23rd August in the afternoon.  There have been a number of thefts from stables, sheds etc in the area.  Cllr. B. Sutton reported that the speeding traffic down Nethergate Street and Stoke Road has been particularly bad in recent weeks.

5.
County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr. Jane Midwood sent a report:  Cllr. Midwood was pleased to report that following Guy McGregor’s visit to Clare last week where it was pointed out to him about the very poor state of the B1063 at Chilton Street, assurance was given from West Area Highways that the drainage and resurfacing work will be included in the programme.
So far there has not been any cabinet decision taken following the Clare parking meeting.

6.
Borough Councillor’s Report
The Chairman asked Cllr. Jane Bone about a letter received from Liz Watts of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council concerning the grant Clare Parish Council receive along with their precept.  Cllr. Bone reported that she had attended a meeting where this was discussed and that unfortunately Clare is likely to receive a reduced grant next year.  Cllr. Bone will look into this in more detail and in the meantime it was suggested that Liz Watt’s offer to come to a Parish Council Meeting to explain the process be accepted.  The Clerk will arrange the invitation.
Cllr J. Smith asked if Cllr. Bone, following a meeting earlier this year, could speak to the appropriate officers at St. Edmundsbury to see if they have any assistance to offer regarding parking solutions in Clare.
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