
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16th July 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, June Smith, Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood and one parishioner

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. P. Daniels and T. Sharp
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman made a formal announcement to the Parish Council.  Alan Parsley has tendered his resignation as a Councillor with Clare Parish Council with immediate effect due to personal reasons.  The Chairman will write to Alan to wish him well and thank him for all of his work carried out on behalf of the Parish Council.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests – Cllr. J. Smith registered a preferential interest in item 22a SE/09/0735.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Midwood left the meeting before any decision had been taken by the Councillors. The Chairman will write a letter to Cllr. J. Midwood in view of the issue raised concerning the June edition of the Parish Newsletter.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle had five questions to put to Cllr. J. Midwood regarding the Clare Primary School extension and refurbishment.  He was unable to ask these questions as Cllr. J. Midwood had left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  No report received.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th June 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	Connected Villages Award - BT are arranging a survey to establish route for new telephone wire for broadband services in the Committee Room.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Public Transport Consultation Meeting – Cllr. J. Meikle’s report was circulated.  It was suggested that the required survey be included as part of the Clare Community Plan process.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Crime figures for June 2009:  Vehicle 1, Violence 1, Anti-Social Behaviour 3.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance.  Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary for the period ending 8 July 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the cash flow forecast for the period ending 30th June 2009.  Approval was proposed by Cllr. B. Sutton, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee. The minutes from the meeting held on 8th July 2009 were circulated.  The Committee is continuing to look at the options for street cleaning equipment.  The lease agreement received from Kersten Machines was rejected by the Finance Committee.  Procurement Manager for St Edmundsbury Borough Council has been contacted and a proposal will be put to the Parish Council in due course.
	

	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – no meeting has been held.  
	

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – the website has a new up to date front page.
	

	
	
	

	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from the meeting held on 7th July 2009 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:  Kernos Centre, a figure of £150.00 was proposed by Cllr. B. Sutton, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	
	


	
	ii)
	It was agreed to move the £700 donated to Clare First Responders from Section 137 to another section, 142 2a of the Local Government Act 1792.  This section covers Parish Council funds to be used to assist local organisations to advertise their cause and enable them to recruit new members.  The moving of the funds will increase the amount of smaller requests the Parish Council can respond to under Section 137.
	

	
	iii)
	Womens Institute.  Cllrs. J. Smith and B. Sutton declared an interest in this item.  The Womens Institute is holding a Christmas Tree Festival in the Town Hall on 12th & 13th December to raise funds for St Nicholas Hospice.  They have requested a donation to help towards the cost of PAT testing all the lights.  It was agreed to donate £300 under Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  Cllrs. J. Smith and B. Sutton did not vote.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – a meeting and walk around Clare was held on the 15th July.  Cllr. J. Smith was accompanied by County Councillor J. Midwood, Sergeant Horton and Kevin Shipp, Highways Officer for Suffolk County Council.  Kevin Shipp will present a plan of works to the Parish Council for approval.  The Parish Council will consult with Clare Business Association once they are in possession of plan and maps detailing proposed works.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – Anglia in Bloom judging day for Clare will be 23rd July 2009.  Cllr. J. Smith invited all Councillors to meet the judges at 3.30 in Hall 3 of the Old School.
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association –  nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish Newsletter – Issue 6 has is now being distributed.  Cllr. J. Smith requested possibility for all Councillors to see a draft of future newsletters before they are published.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – Cllr. K. Mison has been tidying the Nuttery and Cemetery in preparation of Anglia in Bloom judging day.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – report received and circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House – nothing to report.
	

	13
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – the duck race took place, there was one winner from Clare.  Approximately £700 was raised for the Clare Community Plan.
	

	
	
	

	
	Traffic Survey – a meeting with Guy McGregor, Portfolio Holder for Roads & Transport, Suffolk County Council, has been planned for Friday 14th August to discuss the traffic survey and parking issue within Clare.  The Chairman suggested a meeting be held prior to this date to discuss an agenda for the visit.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	BMX Mud Jumps – the plans are in the process of being drawn up for the site with support from a local parent, Lee Frere.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parishioner Support – following two open sessions run by the Citizen Advice Bureau it was agreed to hold a monthly session for a trial period of six months.  Clerk to contact CAB to arrange suitable dates.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Community Storage Facility – after consulting with the drivers of the CLASP bus it was decided that the proposed facility at the Cemetery would not be suitable for the bus. This decision enables the size of the building to be reduced.  Preliminary plans are being drawn up.  Maps to be ordered from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Housing Needs Survey
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that it is proposed to undertake a Housing Needs Survey as part of the Community Plan.  He asked the Parish Council if they felt that they were better placed to carry out such a survey or should it be carried out by the Community Plan Steering Group.  Suffolk ACRE has advised that this is normally undertaken outside of the Community Plan questionnaire because it collects personal data.  Councillors agreed that this was an important survey to undertake and that it should be done within the Community Plan Steering Group in order for it to have the correct context. Parish Councillors are happy to offer their experience and support to the Community Plan group in compiling the survey.  The Chairman will report back to Community Plan Steering Group.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	15
	Budget 2009/10 Reserves Policy
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman confirmed the discussions held within the Finance Committee that ear marked funds would be carried forward into the new financial year and all other unspent monies would go back into general reserves.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Planning Advisory Group
	

	
	
	

	
	This will remain as an advisory group.  Any concerns regarding building works being carried out in the town should be reported to the Clerk who will in turn report to St Edmundsbury.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Parish Councillor Training 
	

	
	
	

	
	No requests for further training at present.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Local Development Framework.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. K. Haisman and J. Smith will attend the meetings being held on the 30th and 31st July outlining the consultation exercise which is due to start mid August.   The Parish Council will await the outcome of these meetings before deciding on how best to consult with the residents of Clare. 
	Cllrs. K. Haisman 

& J. Smith

	
	
	

	19
	Dedham Vale AONB & Stour Valley Project
	

	
	
	

	
	Decision to allow the above to park on the Market Hill with mini bus and set out table and display information was agreed by the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Clare Playing Field Association
	

	
	
	

	
	A new date will be put forward for promoting 200 Club on Market Hill.
	

	
	
	

	21
	Clare Co-op
	

	
	
	

	
	Decision to allow the Co-op to have a fund raising stall on the Market Hill on 4th July was ratified by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/09/00735 – Well House, Well Lane, Clare, change of use from front room of house to art gallery.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Smith had declared a prejudicial interest in this item and did not vote.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0761 – 31 Callis Street, Clare, listed building application to insert new windows.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	None received.
	

	
	
	


	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0573 – 20 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Granted.
	

	
	SE/09/0617 – 7 Mortimer Place, Clare.  Granted.
	

	
	SE/09/0434 – Land to rear of 18 High Street, Clare.  Granted.
	

	
	SE/09/0435 – Land to rear of 18 High Street, Clare.  Granted.
	

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	None received.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.20p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

July 2009

Action

	John Smithson, Parks Development Officer,

St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	St Edmundsbury Countryside Forum.  Invitation to attend the next forum meeting on Thursday 10 September 2009.  To be held in the Conference Room at West Suffolk House, Bury St Edmunds.  The meeting will start at 4pm and is expected to finish at approximately 6pm.  The minutes from the previous forum are included with the invitation and a full agenda will follow nearer the time.  Penny Hemphill from Suffolk Wildlife Trust will be presenting a talk on Otters, Crayfish and Water Voles and there will be a follow up presentation on the council’s Green Infrastructure Consultation.  Cllr. K. Mison wishes to attend.

	Jane Midwood, Councillor for Clare, Suffolk County Council
	Clare Parish News June 2009.   Enclosed is a copy of the SCC Annual Report that I gave to Clare Annual Parish Meeting on 21st April.  You will see from the enclosed copy that it differs very substantially from the wording that was published in the newsletter.  I am very upset and angry that this situation should have occurred and I would like to point out that I have never had a similarly negative reaction to an Annual Report in 12 years as a County Councillor.  It is simply not fair that an “interpretation” of the report should be published in your newsletter as though it was the actual thing.  I would like to suggest that a disclaimer is published in the next newsletter.   I hope that this state of affairs will not damage my relations with the Parish Council.  As I state in my report I am proud to represent Clare, and greatly honoured to have been re-elected to serve another term as your County Councillor.   

	Suffolk Wildlife Trust
	How Green is Your Parish?  Seminar – 12 September 2009.  Invitation to event being held by Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Babergh District Council and Green Light Trust in Lawshall.  Suffolk Wildlife’s role is to care for the countryside in order to provide spectacular areas for community enjoyment and wildlife; they do not under estimate the need for support from local people, especially Parish Councils.   Following a successful project – Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s Community Barn Owl Project, they welcome the opportunity to form a similar community partnership to help other projects.  

	Suffolk Volunteering Federation, Suffolk County Council
	Leaflets to promote a new SCC initiative working in partnership with the Suffolk Volunteering Federation.  The aim of the project is to recruit local volunteers to search out activities and services in their community, record information and post it to the Suffolk InfoLink website.  As Parish Councils are huge sources of local knowledge we ask that you use the leaflets to promote the scheme to others who may be interested in becoming volunteers.  


Noting

	Inspector Jane Hertzog, Suffolk Police
	I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself as the new police Inspector on Bury Rural.  I took up my post on 8th June and since then I have been busy familiarising myself with the area and staff.  I have been a police officer for 21 years, working across the county, in Bury St Edmunds, Newmarket, Mildenhall and Ipswich.  Most recently I have been working at Stowmarket on their Safer Neighbourhood Team.  I am proud to have spent my entire career in a front line uniform role, although I have in the past also been attached to the Police Support Unit and child abuse/ sexual offences investigation. I am also involved in the selection processes for potential recruits to the police.  I am very pleased to be working in Bury Rural.  We are very lucky to live in such a lovely part of the country.  With my safer neighbourhood background I am keen to work with you to try and find long-term solutions to the issues that affect the local communities.  As well as myself, I now have both sergeant positions filled.  Sgt Kevin Jay is responsible for the north of the area, working from Ixworth, and Sgt Kevin Horton has now joined us in the south working from Clare. The police vacancy in the north will be filled in July and we will also shortly be getting a further PCSO in the south.  I look forward to meeting you and working with you over the coming months.

	Frank Stockley, Children & Young People’s Services, Suffolk County Council
	Response to address issues raised in letter regarding pre planning consultation at Clare Primary School.  The letter giving notice of this meeting was sent to all addresses within the Clare postal area.  Further information was also sent to parents by the school and we hope that this provided sufficient notice to all those who may want to attend.  The meeting is an informal opportunity for members of the local community to view and discuss proposals to extend and refurbish the existing school buildings.  Those who attend will also have the opportunity to share ideas, issues and concerns they may have so that this can help to inform the planning process.  The meeting does not have a remit to consider the organisation of schools in the area, it is part of the planning process to consider the size, nature and form of the proposed building works and the possible effects this may have.  We have planned to coincide with the end of the school day.  However, the school has an event in the hall that afternoon and so we will set up our information as soon as possible.  If members of the community arrive at or after 6.30pm we would be happy to continue to share information with them and could extend until 7 -7.30pm.  However, we have no plans to provide additional dates and times as this format has been successful in other locations.  Plans and information will remain in the school after the event and can be viewed by those who are unable to attend.  Happy to receive feedback up until middle of July.  Cllr. B. Sutton reported that in fact not all households in Clare received a copy of the invitation to attend the consultation at Clare Primary School.


	Patsy Dell, Head of Planning & Engineering Services, St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Committee Site Visit to Clare 18th June 2009.  Response to letter dated 24th June.  I am sorry to read your concerns and I can only offer my sincere apologies that you were not notified on the committee site visit.  It is normal practice for an officer to call the respective parish councils to inform them of the time and date of the committee’s visit.  Clearly in this case that cannot have happened.  When arriving on site the officers are responsible for the safe marshalling of members from the bus to the site, as well as presenting the information about the proposed development.  In this case the coach parked some distance from the site and there were a number of members of the public present, so the job of managing the site visit was more difficult than normal.  I appreciate that this is no excuse, but given the circumstances and the number of people involved, normally the Parish Councillors make themselves known to the officers.  In this case it was only two local residents that approached the officers in this way.  Given this, unfortunately the officers present did not recognise and were not made aware of the Clare Parish Council members being present.  There was certainly no intent to slight.  I have raised these matters with my officers and the chairman of the development control committee and we will endeavour to ensure that the next time we visit Clare the site visit runs smoothly.  Please pass on my apologies to your fellow Parish Counillors.  Cllr. J. Smith expressed her concerns that Councillors were not permitted to speak to the Officers during the site visit and that the only person who was able to speak was the Architect for the site.  The Chairman informed Cllr. J. Smith that he had recently had a meeting with Patsy Dell and the process will be changed with regards to how Parish Councils are advised and how to conduct themselves.  The Chairman is waiting for a direct apology from the Development Control Committee.

	Suffolk Family Carers, Ipswich
	On behalf of all of us at Suffolk Family Carers we would like to thank you for your very kind donation towards our ‘Party by the Pond’ event for Family Carers.  Your donation has been used to provide transport and respite to Family Carers which enabled them to attend and enjoy this special day.  The event offered Family Carers a chance to relax, have fun and socialize with each other.

	Matt Lovejoy, Clare Community First Responders
	On behalf of the Clare Community First Responders I am writing to thank you for the donation of £700 recently granted.  

	Peter Braiser, West Suffolk Cruse
	Many thanks for your very fine coverage of our request for space to advertise our training course.  I wish all Parish Councils were so generous and efficient.  Congratulations on a superb website.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th July 2009

3.
Police Report

The Chairman welcomed Sergeant Kevin Horton to Clare.  Sergeant Horton introduced himself to the Parish Council and explained the new Policing structure in Clare.  He had taken part in the meeting on the 15th July with Suffolk County Council and Cllr. J. Smith to discuss parking issues in Clare, the walk around the town proved to be very productive.  He reported that the traffic situation on the Clare Priory Craft Fare weekend went very smoothly.  A new PCSO will be coming to Clare in September, bringing the total of PCSO’s for the Clare and Cavendish Wards to three.  The aim of the Safer Neighbourhood Team is to build community engagement by meeting with a number of different groups and societies. 

The Chairman asked Sergeant Horton if the Parish Council could have a detailed monthly report on the crimes recorded, Sergeant Horton was happy to report this information either verbally or in a written report if a member of the SNT is not able to attend the monthly Parish Council meeting.

5.
County Councillor’s Report 

Cllr J. Midwood reported that she had attended the Suffolk County Council Public Transport Consultation Meeting, it was a good meeting and informed the Parish Council of the offer from SCC; if Parish Councils are willing and able to assist with the distribution and collection of the travel survey, a cash grant is available of £200 for use on green issues within the community.

Cllr. J. Midwood accompanied Cllr. J. Smith, Sgt Horton and Kevin Shipp, Highways Officer for Suffolk County Council, on a walk around Clare on the 15th July to discuss parking issues.  Cllr. J. Midwood reported that Kevin Shipp was keen to tidy up the centre of Clare by removing unnecessary signs and posts.  A report of works to be done will be presented to the Parish Council for consultation.  Outstanding works regarding yellow lines will take place in August 2009.

Cllr. J. Midwood expressed her disappointment regarding the article published in the June edition of the Parish Newsletter.  The report Cllr. J. Midwood presented to the Annual Parish Meeting was not a Pre-election Report as stated in the article but was in fact her County Councillor’s Annual Report.  The Chairman explained that the article was based on the question and answer session of the Annual Parish Meeting and not on Cllr. J. Midwood’s written report.  Cllr. J. Midwood requested that a public disclaimer be made and asked for an apology for the negative way in which the article was written.  The Chairman opened the discussion to all Councillors for their views.  Cllr. J. Smith suggested that an apology was given to Cllr. Midwood in order to move forward in light of the fact that Cllr. Midwood has always been extremely helpful and positive about Clare. 

Cllr. J. Meikle stated that no complaints had been received about the article from anyone attending the meeting or the general public and that the article matched the notes he had taken on the evening.  The Chairman stated that he took full responsibility for the contents of the Newsletter and that the entire Newsletter had been proof read by other residents before publication.  The Council continued discussions about the article.

.

At 7.40pm Cllr. J. Midwood left the meeting before any decision had been taken by the Councillors.

4. 
Parishioners Question Time
The Chairman of the Clare Business Association came along to discuss the topic of Tourism in Clare.  Further to a visit by the Suffolk Tourism Partnership he had hoped to discuss membership options with Cllr. J. Midwood with regards to Clare Country Park.  A meeting is being held on the 5th August 2009 with various groups to discuss Tourism, it was suggested that Sharon Fairweather of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council be invited to the meeting.
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