
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21st May 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Patrick Daniels, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson, five parishioners

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	Before the meeting commenced Cllr. K. Haisman welcomed Geoff Rivers, Chief Executive of St. Edmundsbury Brough Council to the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Election of Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp nominated Cllr. K. Haisman and this was seconded by Cllr. 

J. Meikle.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman said that he had received very positive comments from both ex councillors and Chairs of the Parish Council for the work carried out by the Parish Council over the last year.  Perhaps even more pleasing were the number of positive comments received from the younger element of Clare.  Cllr. Haisman had been very pleased to be part of the successful last 12 months work of the Parish Council.  He confirmed that he was pleased to accept the nomination.
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no further nominations and Cllr. K. Haisman was unanimously elected Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	This was completed.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Election of Vice Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels nominated Cllr. A. Parsley and this was seconded by Cllr. K. Mison.  There were no further nominations.  Cllr. A. Parsley accepted the nomination and was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. J. Smith and County Cllr. Jane Midwood.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Register of members’ interests – None received at this time. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	7
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	8
	County Councillor’s Report – Not received.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	10
	Election of Committee Members and Representatives
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Environment Committee.  Cllrs. A. Parsley, K. Mison, J. Meikle, T. Sharp and L. Warmington agreed to remain on this committee.  There is a vacancy on this Committee.  
	

	b)
	Finance Committee.  Cllr. P. Daniels, K. Haisman, K. Mison and J. Smith agreed to remain this committee.  Cllr. B. Sutton agreed to stand.
	

	c)
	Emergency Planning Committee.  Cllrs. A. Parsley and J. Meikle agreed to stand.
	

	d)
	Website Committee.  Cllrs. K. Haisman and K. Mison agreed to remain on this Committee.  Cllr. J. Smith was absent from the meeting and will be asked if she would like to continue on this committee.
	

	e)
	Clare Playing Field Association Representative.  Cllr. T. Sharp agreed to continue.
	

	f)
	SALC Representative.  Cllr. K. Haisman agreed to continue.
	

	g)
	CLASP Representative.  Cllr. B. Sutton agreed to stand.
	

	h)
	Clare Country Park Panel Representatives.  Cllrs. A. Parsley and J. Smith agreed to continue.
	

	i)
	Tourism Representative.  Cllr. J. Meikle agreed to stand.
	

	j)
	Planning Advisory Group.  Cllrs. K. Mison and A. Parsley agreed to continue and Cllr. T. Sharp agreed to stand.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th March 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Matters arising from previous minutes – Geoff Rivers, Chief Executive of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council had offered his apologies at the April meeting due to other Council commitments.  Mr Rivers has come along to the May meeting to speak to the Parish Council.  Mr Rivers gave an in-depth update on the Local Government Review.  A decision should be known in the Autumn as to the Boundary Commission recommendations for Suffolk.  The new council offices are now open in Bury St. Edmunds and the communication between Suffolk County Council, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council and different services are increasing in a positive way.  Also discussed were issues around finance and social care in Suffolk.  Of particular interest, Mr Rivers informed the Parish Council that there are grants available under the Community Infrastructure Levy for community projects, Cllr. J. Meikle to write to Mr Rivers to arrange a meeting with the Financial Department to discuss options available to Clare.  A comprehensive assessment is being taken throughout the county to assess future needs of the communities.

Mr Rivers invited questions from the Parish Councillors, Car Parking was raised, it was explained that a new town centre car park is vitally important to the town as a whole and a short term decision is required.  Mr Rivers gave some helpful advice and will be happy to discuss this further with the Parish Council.

The Community Plan being conducted at present by the Steering Group will help assess the needs and requirements of the Parishioners of Clare which can be used in the campaign for a car park.  Financial advice is available through St Edsmundsbury and Borough Cllr. Jane Bone will assist the Parish Council with this matter.


	Cllr. J. Meikle/Clerk

	
	Mr Rivers was thanked for his attendance, interesting talk and comments.  He then left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The two chests from the office have gone to a new home in Clare and a donation will be given to a local group by way of thanks.
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter has been written to Clare Country Park to offer assistance if required in relation to the issue of dog behaviour in the park.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	Given that there were a number of parishioners present with an interest in planning item 24a) the Chairman proposed to move that item to this earlier stage of the meeting.  Agreed unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	24
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/09/0435 – Erection of two storey dwelling and (ii) provision of shared parking courtyard (iii) erection of 1.8mM high fence and 1.2M high wall to sub-divide 18 High Street – Land to the rear of 18 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried by majority vote.  Two votes against received.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0352 – Internal alterations to include (i) removal of partitions, stairs and lifts (ii) opening up of fireplaces (iii) provision of flue and flight of steps (iv) other alterations as detailed in schedule of works – Sigors House, High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	14
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary for the period ending 7th May 2009.  
	

	
	
	

	
	There was an interjection from two Parishioners.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the cashflow report for April 2009.  Concerns were raised by Cllr Warmington regarding the general and earmarked reserves for specific projects.  The Finance Officer will investigate policy for discussion at next Finance Meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee – minutes of meeting held on 13th May had been circulated.  The cleanliness of the streets is much improved since the new street cleaner commenced work.  A proposal to lease a street cleaning machine from Kersten over a three year period had been presented to the Finance Committee.  Once the full contract has been received and studied by Cllr. P. Daniels the Finance Committee would support the option of leasing the machine for an initial period of 3 years at an annual cost of approx £3,000.  A further demonstration of the machine to be organised for new operative and full training will be given.  Approval of the leasing of the machine was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – a meeting was held on 20th May 2009.  Roger Gee was nominated to continue as Chairman.  A review of the network is being undertaken to update contact details.  The leaflet supplies will be replenished and a quote for the printing is being obtained.  CHOC have agreed to store the blankets, which are being cleaned and resealed.  An interim meeting will be held in the near future.
	 

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – no meeting has been held.  
	

	
	
	

	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from meeting held on 12th May 2009 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:  Clare First Responders request for £700 towards running costs was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and approved unanimously.  East Anglia’s Children’s Hospice (EACH) has been contacted for more information following their request for a donation.
	

	
	ii)
	The Finance Committee is in support of opening the Clare Middle School Swimming Pool for four weeks during the Summer Holidays, they are investigating insurance cover on behalf of the Working Party for the Swimming Pool.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	The Finance Committee support in principle the construction of storage facilities at the Clare Playing Fields.  The Parish Council has funds remaining from the PWLB loan which was taken out for the construction of the pavilion and the committee believe this would be a useful application for those funds.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – a new treasurer has now been recruited.  The CPFA are looking into the possibilities of a storage unit and the Chair will be contacting St Edmundsbury Borough Council planning department.  Flood lighting for winter training is also under discussion.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. A. Parsley attended the Parish Council Conference at Horringer and found it to be an extremely interesting meeting.  He also attended one of their workshops for Funding Opportunities for local groups and organisations.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cemetery and Nuttery – a large clear up of branches has taken place using a chipping machine and the chippings will be used in and around the Nuttery.
	

	
	
	

	
	The town sign has now been placed in Nethergate Street.
	

	
	
	

	
	School Re-organisation Review - discussions are ongoing in respect of the proposed Stour Valley Community College.
	

	
	
	

	
	Hedgerow Survey – Cllrs. K. Mison and T. Sharp attended a workshop and will begin a survey of our hedgerows upon receipt of maps from Suffolk County Council.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Combined Halls of Clare
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Cllr. L. Warmington declared an interest in this item, he asked to remain in the meeting to state the current position of CHOC and answer any questions then leave the meeting whilst discussions take place.
	

	
	
	

	
	The 2007 and 2008 accounts have now been constructed and will be presented to an independent accountant for approval.  The Charity Commission has been informed that the accounts will be with them shortly.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. L. Warmington left the meeting.
	

	
	
	


	
	Following a meeting with members of the Finance Committee and CHOC Management Committee in April various proposals (attached to agenda) were presented to CHOC for assistance from the Parish Council in order to improve the financial situation of CHOC.   There were six proposals which comprise:
1. £2,000 "cushion" to be provided to CHOC by Clare PC

2. Investigate Clare PC providing CHOC with a lease with peppercorn rent which will enable Clare PC to assume certain regular expenditures.
3. Clare PC to continue to finance major maintenance of a capital nature.
4. Refurbishment to be financed by CHOC and planned from annual revenues – CHOC to draw up under a 5 year rolling plan.
5. CHOC to provide revised income and expenditure forecast for 2009 based on the new arrangements agreed.

6. Further consideration to be given to a one-off revamp of the Committee Room to make it fit for purpose as a Conference Room with appropriate furniture and technology through the recent broadband award.

Approval of the proposals was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. L. Warmington re-joined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter to be written from the Parish Council to CHOC confirming agreement to the proposals. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Nomination of Councillor as trustee for CHOC will be an agenda item for June meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Community Plan
	

	
	
	

	
	A new member has joined the Steering Group, Chris Beenham.  Chris has taken on the role of fund raising.  Nick Smith and Keith Haisman have drafted an application for the Awards for All Grant.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Traffic Survey – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Parishioner Support 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp has been in contact with Haverhill Citizen Advice Bureau, they would be willing to run an outreach session in Clare if the Parish Council can provide the location.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	21
	Mud Jumps for BMX Bikers
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council are awaiting a design and plan from the Parent Group to enable planning permission to be applied for.  Clerk to write to Mr Byford to keep him updated.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22
	Parish Councillor Training
	

	
	
	

	
	Planning Workshop to be held on Monday 1st June at 7.00pm.
	

	
	
	

	
	Trustee Roles & Responsibility Workshop to be held on Wednesday 24th June at 7.00pm, this workshop is open to all local charities and groups.
	

	
	
	

	23
	Community Storage Facility
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. K. Mison and B. Sutton will speak to local organisations to gauge their requirements for storage.  St Edmundsbury will be contacted with regards to building specification.
	Cllr. K. Mison Cllr. B. Sutton

	
	
	

	24
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/09/0539 – Erection of (i) garden wall at the boundary between part of rear gardens of Gothic House and Merton House and (ii) summerhouse in rear garden of Merton House – Gothic House & Merton House, Church Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0355 – Woodland to west of Clare cemetery - GRANTED
	

	
	SE/09/0370 – Jarahdene, Snow Hill, Clare - GRANTED
	

	
	
	

	27
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – Nominate a Trustee from Parish Council
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.54p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

May 2009

Action

	Suffolk Preservation Society
	AGM 2009 to be held on Thursday 4th June at Haughley Park Barn, 6.00pm.  Supper is after the AGM for a cost of £25 per person.  Please advise Clerk if you wish to attend.  No volunteers at this time.


Noting

	Kathleen Ben Rabha, Community Affairs Adviser, St Edmundsbury and Ipswich Diocesan Board of Finance


	‘Old Age and How To Live It!’.  This event was being organised for the 29th May in the Town Hall.  I have received an email from John Rankin who has been in discussion with Kathleen Ben Rabha and they have decided to postpone this event until the autumn to allow a longer period of time to make arrangements.

	Letters of congratulations
	Two letters of thanks and congratulations were received after the visit of the Mayor of Chatillon and the Annual Parish Meeting.  One was from John Martin who expressed his joy at witnessing the visible welcome given by the traders in the town to the Mayor.  The second letter was from Chris Coombes MBE who along with his wife accompanied the Mayor on his visit to Clare.  Mr Coombes thanked Keith and Jane Haisman for their hospitality and went on to say that” Clare is a great example of a town build on the foundations of community pride laid from the bottom up and supported by sound leadership”.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 21st May 2009
3.
Police Report

Crime Report

March: 1 Burglary, 2 Vehicle and 3 Anti-social.  

April: 1 Burglary and 6 Anti-social.

May: 2 Theft

22 parking tickets have been issued in the last month.

Two new postings for Clare Station: Inspector Herzog and Sergeant Ireland

4. 
Parishioners Question Time
A Parishioner was enquiring about the hierarchy of a complaint procedure.  The Parish Council had written to him after they had received concerns about a sign being erected in The Granary.  Upon further investigation it was confirmed by Suffolk County Council that the sign is eligible to remain in its position.  The Clerk apologised for the misunderstanding and the Parishioner was satisfied with the outcome.  Clerk to write to the parishioner confirming the view expressed by Suffolk County Council.

. 

6.
Borough Councillor’s Report
Congratulated the Parish Council on the Annual Parish Meeting held on 21st April, it was well produced and attended by many people.  It was found to be enjoyable and helpful to those who attended.  Talks are ongoing with Liz Watts, Finance Department at St. Edmundsbury re grants available to Parish Councils.
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