
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18th June 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Patrick Daniels, Jim Meikle, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Beryl Sutton, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone and one parishioner
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllrs. K. Mison and A. Parsley
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests – Cllr. T. Sharp, Item 20 SE/09/0573.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  No report received.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st May 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Confirmation received from Cllr. J. Smith that she wishes to continue on the Website Committee.
	

	
	
	

	
	A meeting has been arranged with Geoff Rivers, Chief Executive St Edmundsbury Borough Council to discuss Community Levy Funding on the 9th July 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Following the Connected Villages Award received from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council of £400.99, Clerk to arrange for Broadband connection to be installed in the Committee Room of the Old School.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	A new rota will be implemented to ensure that all Councillors receive the circulation folder within a reasonable time frame.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Confirmation received from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council that a grant of £4000 will be made available to assist with the running of the Christmas Lights 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	A Strategic Transport Consultation is taking place at Hundon Village Hall on the 7th July, Judith Neal, a Parishioner, would like to attend as a representative for Clare Parish Council.  Cllrs. B. Sutton and J. Meikle will also attend.
	Cllrs. B. Sutton & J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	A letter has been sent to Frank Stockley of Suffolk County Council regarding the pre planning consultation session to be held for the extension and refurbishment of the Primary School. The Parish Council have requested a further session takes place at a later time of day to enable as many parents the opportunity of attending as possible.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Crime figures for May 2009:  Burglary 1, Vehicle 1, Violence 2, Anti-Social Behaviour 4
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer requested that the financial summary for the period ending 7 May 2009 be approved and signed.  Although the summary had been read out at the May meeting, approval and signing was not carried out.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer then circulated the financial summary for the period ending 9 June 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the cash flow forecast for the period ending 31st May 2009.  Approval was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Supplier of mechanised street cleaning equipment to be chased re contract and demonstration of the machine.
	Cllr. A. Parsley

	
	
	

	
	
	Two quotations have been received for the painting of the Church and Old School railings but were not available at the meeting.  To enable the Parish Council to award the contract a detailed written specification is required plus sight of both quotations.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – no meeting has been held.  
	

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – no meeting has been held.  
	

	
	
	

	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from meeting held on 9th June 2009 were circulated
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:  None received.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	A request for £750 from Clare in Bloom was received.  The Finance Committee recommends this donation under section 144 (to assist tourism).  A further sum of £1000 is to be held in reserve for Clare in Bloom.  Proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. B. Sutton and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	Cllr. P.  Daniels has studied the rules and regulations required for opening the Swimming Pool at the Middle School for a period during the Summer Holidays.  Cllr. P. Daniels has discussed these requirements with the working party for the swimming pool.  All is in order.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	iv)
	The Combined Halls of Clare accounts have now been lodged with the Charities Commission.  Cllr. P. Daniels will write to CHOC to deal formally with the six proposals discussed at the May meeting.  A meeting to be arranged between members of the Finance Committee and the nominated representatives for the Parish Council on the CHOC committee.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	
	v)
	The Finance Committee recommends that the £500 received for Village of The Year Award 2008 be used towards updating the Committee Room of the Old School in conjunction with the Connected Village Award from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  The Parish Council wish to see the plans for the room from CHOC and what the expected outcome for the hall use would be prior to making a commitment.  An offer has been received from Lee Frere of JAP Architects for the use of a large conference table and chairs in the Committee Room.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Annual Audit
	

	
	
	

	
	The Annual Audit and the Internal Audit report (compiled by Heelis & Lodge) were circulated prior to the meeting.  The Parish Council approved the report.  Proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and approved unanimously.  Clerk to send the completed Annual Audit Return to BDO Stoy Hayward
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – the scarecrow completion was a huge success despite the weather.  Anglia in Bloom judging day for Clare will be 23rd July 2009.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park – nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – plans are being drawn up for a new storage facility at the playing fields.  The CPFA have requested permission for a stall to promote their 200 club on the Market Hill on Saturday 4th July 2009.  The Parish Council approved the stall.
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E. – talks regarding the middle school site are ongoing.  A letter is to be written to Frank Stockley, Suffolk County Council with regards to concerns over the extension of the primary school, both in the financial aspect and the increased amount of traffic problems
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – the Totem Pole was erected at the Nuttery on the 18th June and the end of grant report has been sent to the Big Lottery.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – all outstanding paperwork and accounts have now been sent to the Charities Commission and have been accepted in their entirety.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish Newsletter – the next newsletter will be ready at the end of June.  It will include an article on the Environment Committee.  A special edition newsletter on the Annual Parish Meeting is currently being distributed.  Cllr. J. Meikle has arranged for distribution of the newsletter to be carried out by two young parishioners.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ancient House – nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Projects and Working Party Updates
	

	
	
	

	
	Community Plan – lottery funding application form is still being worked on.  Approximately 300 suggestions cards have been received for analysis.  Suffolk ACRE have been asked for assistance regarding the housing survey which is to be carried out.  This will need to be treated differently to the general questionnaire for data protection reasons.  A duck race is being organised for 11th & 12th July to coincide with the Clare Priory Craft Fair.
	

	
	
	

	
	Traffic Survey – Cllr. J. Smith and K. Haisman had a meeting with the new Inspector for Clare, Inspector Jane Hertzog, a further meeting is being arranged between Clare Parish Council, Suffolk Police and Suffolk County Council for an inspection of the parking issues around Clare.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	BMX Mud Jumps – Cllr. T. Sharp will contact the parents to clarify the position that the Parish Council is awaiting drawings for the proposed site to enable the Parish Council to apply for planning permission.
	Cllr. T. Sharp

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Parishioner Support – two outreach sessions are to be run by Haverhill Citizen Advice Bureau in the Committee Room of the Old School.  The dates are Monday the 6th & 13th July 2009.  The Clerk to advertise the sessions,
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Community Storage Facility – organisations within Clare are being contacted to see whether or not they have a need for additional storage.  A site visit is planned for 6pm on 24th June to discuss options available.
	Cllrs. K. Mison & B. Sutton

	
	
	

	15
	Combined Halls of Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	At this present time no Councillor has agreed to be a representative on the management committee of CHOC.  This will be an agenda item at the next Parish Council Meeting.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Suffolk ACRE Community Awards 2009
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council will not be making any recommendations this year.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Parish Councillor Training 
	

	
	
	

	
	A planning workshop was held on the 1st June.  Cllr. P. Daniels reported that it was an extremely helpful and informative evening.  Two main points raised were 1) Councillors must know material planning considerations and 2) Parish Councillors should acquaint themselves with the Planning Officers.
	Cllrs. K. Mison,

 A. Parsley & T. Sharp

	
	
	

	
	An agenda item for next month is to include the proposal of whether the advisory panel group should turn into a Planning Committee.  A process needs to be put in place for planning concerns to be raised and followed up.
	Cllrs. T. Sharp & J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reminded the Councillors that a Trustee Roles and Responsibilities workshop is being held on Wednesday 24th June in the Old School
	

	
	
	

	18
	Clare Royal British Legion Women’s Section
	

	
	
	

	
	Decision to allow the RBLWS to hold a fundraising stall on the Market Hill on the 11th July was ratified by the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	
	

	19
	Clare Co-Op
	

	
	
	

	
	Decision to allow the Co-Op to hold a fundraising stall on the Market Hill on the 13th June was ratified by the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle declared an interest in Planning Application SE/09/0617.
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/09/0617 – 7 Mortimer Place, Clare, erection of rear conservatory.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Meikle declared an interest in this item and did not vote.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0573 – 20 Bridewell Street, Clare, erection of single story extension and conservatory.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  Cllr. T. Sharp had earlier declared an interest in this item and did not vote
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0682 – The Clare Hotel, 19 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Internal and external alterations to facilitate the change of use to residential dwelling.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by a majority, there was one abstention.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0352 – Sigors House, High Street, Clare - GRANTED
	

	
	
	

	21
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Budget 2009/10 Reserves Policy
	

	
	Whether Planning Advisory Panel should be turned into Planning Committee
	

	
	Local Development Framework
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare – Parish Council Nominee
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.30p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

June 2009

Action

	West Suffolk House, Bury St. Edmunds
	‘Open House’ week at West Suffolk House.  St Eds and SCC western area services have moved in to West Suffolk House.  From 6-9 July they are inviting the public to come and see behind the public areas.  There will be two tours a day (more if necessary) and invite parish council members and residents.  The tour will start with a short presentation and then visitors will be taken around the building.  If you would like to attend please inform the Clerk as the booking is essential.  No requests to attend.

	Frank Stockley, Suffolk County Council
	Extension and refurbishment of Clare Community Primary School.
As a result of the School Organisation Review the Primary School will be extended and refurbished.  The school will continue to admit 30 pupils each year but the age range will be extended by two years to include year’s 5 & 6.  A pre planning public consultation session will be held at the Primary School on Thursday 25th June 2009 between 3.30pm and 6.30pm.  This will be an opportunity for all members of the local community to discuss the proposals, and allow SCC to gather views of parents, residents and potential building users.  


Noting

	Acting Inspector Neil Paterson, Suffolk Constabulary


	Neil Paterson has written in an attempt to dispel rumours and inaccurate information, which appears to be causing Parish Councils concern regarding Police attendance at Parish Council meetings.  Sure that it is appreciated that because of the sheer number of meetings and other priorities that Police Officers have there is no guarantee that Officers can attend all meetings.  The expectation is that if Police are unable to attend a meeting that they make contact and supply a report.  A record of meetings is maintained and priority given to those not recently visited.  He would expect regular consultation to be taking place outside of these meetings between Parish Councils and the relevant Safer Neighbourhood Teams and any specific issues to be brought to the Community Tasking Meeting for discussion.  He hopes this clarifies the issue and allays the fears of Parish Councils.

	Stop Stansted Expansion
	A new leaflet setting out details of how to complain about aircraft noise has been launched by the SSE.  Copy in the office.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18th June 2009

4. 
Parishioners Question Time
A parishioner raised concerns about the distribution of the letter received from Suffolk County Council regarding the extension and refurbishment of the Primary School.  It did not appear that the letter had gone to every household in Clare.  The Parish Council noted her concerns and will contact Suffolk County Council.
. 
5.
County Councillor’s Report 

The Chairman congratulated Cllr. J. Midwood on her re-election.  Cllr. J. Midwood thanked the Chairman and said that she was looking forward to the continuing with her work for Clare.  Cllr. J. Midwood has pledged £1000 of Locality Funding to the Clare Community Plan, she will contact Nick Smith, Chairman of the Steering Group.  Cllr. J. Midwood is planning to chase Kevin Shipp, Suffolk County Council regarding outstanding highways matters in Clare.  Cllr. J. Smith requested a meeting with Cllr. J. Midwood and Suffolk Police to discuss parking issues in Clare.  Cllr. J. Midwood will contact the Parish Council with a date for the meeting once the new cabinet is in place and request a Senior Highways Manager accompany her to the meeting.

 Cllr. J. Meikle requested contact details of the new Director of Services.  Cllr. J. Midwood advised she will email the details
Views were exchanged between Cllrs. L. Warmington, J. Meikle and J. Midwood concerning the report in the Parish News of Cllr. J. Midwood’s presentation to the Annual Parish Meeting.

6.
Borough Councillor’s Report
A site visit by the Development Control Committee was held at 18 High Street today.  The Committee approved the site for development as there were no conservation issues due to the amount of buildings already surrounding the site.
With regards to street lighting, Cllr. J. Bone is hopeful that Clare will be receiving new “charming lighting”, initially within the conservation area.  The Chairman acknowledged that although this would be a welcome decision that attention must also be given to areas with gaps in or no lighting at all.

Cllr. J. Bone notified the Parish Council of a problem along the River Stour concerning Japanese Knot Weed.  Cllr. J. Bone will contact the resident of the property in the first instance to seek a solution to stop the week spreading further.
Clare Parish Council Minutes – 18th June 2009
  
 Page 1

