
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16th April 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Patrick Daniels, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson.   

3 members of the public.

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Geoff Rivers.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests – None received at this time. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	7
	Statement by Geoff Rivers, Chief Executive St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr Rivers sent his apologies and hopes to reschedule for a later meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th March 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle to speak to Suffolk Connexions re event for disabled in June/July 2009.  
	

	
	Clerk to contact Auction House regarding chests in office
	Clerk

	
	Cllr. J. Smith to complete NHS consultation paper for out of hours care.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer circulated the financial summary for the period ending 31st March 2009.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Environment Committee – minutes of meeting held on 8th April were read through.  A quote had been received for cleaning and repairing wooden benches and this will be discussed at next Environment Committee Meeting.  The new street cleaner will commence work on 30th April 2009 and a clear list of duties and instructions will be issued.  It was suggested that St. Edmundsbury Borough Council be contacted regarding the cleaning of gullies and a general clean around the town say once a month.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	b
	Emergency Committee – Cllr. J. Smith will call a meeting of the Emergency Committee to discuss the issue of equipment to be held in Clare in case of an emergency situation.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	c
	Website Committee – no meeting has been held.  Work to be done on updating videos and photographs.  SALC were impressed with the Clare-UK site and have put an article in the Local Councillor. The website is also to be used by SALC in training programmes as an example of best practice.
	

	
	
	

	
	d  
	Finance.  The minutes from meeting held on 7th April 2009 were circulated
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:  Suffolk Family Carers- £100 was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and approved unanimously. 
	

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	Cllr. P. Daniels has investigated ownership of the York Stone Path between the Parish Church and Ancient House Museum.  Suffolk County Council are responsible for the path and will be informed of Parishioners concerns as to the slippery condition of the path in the bad weather.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	It was reported that the final invoice has been received from A & D Builders for the construction of the Pavilion and that the build has come in under budget.  There is a surplus from the original loan which will be put into the Parish Council Reserves.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Highways – an email was received Suffolk County Council after a Parishioner contacted them regarding raising the height of the pavement to avoid cars mounting the path at Boatyard Mews.  Cllr. J. Smith to contact Suffolk County Council Highways, yellow lines need to be reinstated to define edge of road.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – AGM to be held in May.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – Scarecrow competition will be held in June.  Community Payback Volunteer has been assisting with work around the town.  Cllr. A. Parsley has liaised with Chair of Clare in Bloom regarding work to be carried out by volunteer for the Parish Council.
	Cllr A. Parsley

	
	Clare Country Park Advisory Panel – the newly installed play equipment is excellent although it has been suggested that age suitability discs need to be displayed.  The park has been nominated for a picnic area award.  Two franchises have now been awarded, one for ice-cream and one for refreshments. Events held so far this year have been successful.  Investigations are being made into the possibility of a flag pole for the Motte.  Suffolk County Council are re-assessing car park charges in the next few weeks.  Also discussed was the issue of dogs who are not on leads jumping up at members of the public, it was recommended that a letter be sent to Suffolk County Council regarding this matter in light of the nomination for the picnic award.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Nuttery – planting and fencing are now complete.
	

	
	
	

	
	School Re-organisation Review - discussions are ongoing in respect of the proposed Stour Valley Community College.
	

	
	
	

	14
	To fill vacancy for Parish Councillor by co-option
	

	
	
	

	
	There were two candidates for the position of Parish Councillor.  A ballot was taken and Mrs Beryl Sutton received the majority vote.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Traffic Survey
	

	
	
	

	
	Meetings have taken place, one with the Chief Executive and another with Parking Services Managers from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  A letter has been sent to Greene King and will be followed up. An article will be published in the East Anglian Daily Times.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Community Plan
	

	
	
	

	
	Suggestion boxes have been placed around the Town.  Postcards for questionnaire ideas have been distributed to households and community groups.  A budget has been prepared, approximate cost of Community Plan will be £8,000.  Various funding options are being investigated.  The Plan is still in the information gathering stage.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Boundary Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	The views of the Parish Council remain the same as previous response made in September 2008.  Letter to be sent to the Boundary Committee to reiterate the position of the Parish Council.
	Clerk


	18
	Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	a
	Agenda has been circulated.  The Chairman requested some assistance for setting up for the meeting from 6.15pm and clearing away at the end.
	All

	
	
	

	
	b
	The Chairman requested ideas and suggestions from the Parish Council on their views for achievements for 2009/10.  A substantial list was put forward for consideration and discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	19
	Parishioner Support 
	

	
	
	

	
	There has been an increase in unemployment among Parishioners and the Parish Council has discussed various ways in which support may be offered.  Cllr. J. Smith to contact CLASP with reference to using bus for transport options.  Cllr. J. Meikle will contact the Citizen Advice Bureau about money management courses they hold.  Cllr. T. Sharp has been in contact with an outreach organisation called LEEP who would be willing to have a meeting with the Parish Council
	Cllrs. J. Smith & J. Meikle

	
	
	

	20
	Town Sign 
	

	
	
	

	
	The town sign will be erected in Nethergate Street on or around the 30th April 2009 weather permitting.  The original thatched roof is being donated to Mr O’Hara of Bridewell Street in memory of the Paul Shannon (Thatcher).
	

	
	
	

	21
	Mud Jumps for BMX Bikers
	

	
	
	

	
	An area measuring 50M x 50M has been identified beside the Nuttery.  A meeting was held and a parent group has been set up to take responsibility for designing the site.  Once the design has been received it will be sent to Mr Byford for approval before change of use and planning permission are sought by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Parish Councillor Training
	

	
	
	

	
	None of the dates offered were suitable.  A June date to be sought by the Clerk
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23
	Clare Business Association
	

	
	
	

	
	.a
	A request by the C.B.A. for the Chair of the Parish Council to become an ex-officio member was accepted.  If the Chair is unable to attend they may appoint an alternative Councillor to represent the Parish Council.  The Parish Council recommended that the C.B.A. put forward a candidate for Councillor at the 2010 elections
	

	
	
	


	
	b
	The C.B.A. also made a request that the Parish Council should have Tourism high on its agenda and that they work together to develop tourism plans.  The Parish Council agreed unanimously.  Signage is one key area that needs to be looked at along with raising the internet profile of Clare on search engines.  The look and cleanliness of the town needs to kept in top condition.
	

	
	
	

	24
	Combined Halls of Clare – Nomination of 3 members to become trustees
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Committee recommends that at least one nominee should be an existing Parish Councillor.  This person will be nominated at the Parish Council AGM in May.  The two remaining nominees by the Parish Council are Mrs Rosemary Warmington and Mrs Olive Smih.  
	

	
	
	

	25
	Community Storage Facility
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that a storage facility is needed for equipment belonging to Clare Parish Council and various other organisations.  The Finance and the Environment Committees to work on possible plans for approval in principle.
	

	
	
	

	26
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/09/0355 – Clare Parish Council, Placement of Carved Wooden Structure by Nuttery.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0370 – Mr & Mrs A. Scaplehorne, Jarahdene, Snow Hill, Revision of Scheme SE/08/1393. i) Erection of two storey rear extension ii) single storey front extension iii) conservatory iv) replace flat roof with pitched on garage.  Recommended approval proposed by by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/09/0230 – 9 Mortimer Place, Clare - GRANTED
	

	
	
	

	27
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Halls of Clare - Finances
	

	
	Clare Country Park – Dogs on leads
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.05p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

APRIL 2009

Action

	Suffolk ACRE, Ipswich
	Invitation – Wednesday 13th May 2009, 9.30 – 4.30 Blackbourne Community Centre, Elmswell.  Vitalising Rural Communities for the 21st Century.  Conference Chaired by Professor Tim O’Riordan.  The aim of the meeting is to examine the scope for revitalising rural communities in Norfolk & Suffolk for the mid 21st century both economically and socially. Councillors unable to attend above conference.

	Bryan Thurlow, 

Cavendish Road, Clare
	I am writing to you to draw your attention the state of the footpath in Cavendish Road leading from The Bell Hotel.  Having seen the newly-resurfaced pavements in Nethergate Street I can’t help feeling that Cavendish Road has been rather forgotten about.  Over the years there have been several excavations to connect properties to services which have left the path very uneven.  I have been prompted to write having witnessed a young make take a nasty tumble recently over one of the protruding larger service covers.  Fortunately he was unhurt but I am of the opinion that this footpath should receive attention in the near future to avoid further accidents.  Also, reference refuse collection, the bin men are in such a rush they leave empty bins strewn across pavements making it very hazardous for school children to pass by.  I spoke to someone at St Eds some time ago but have seen no improvement.  Would a word from the Parish Council help?  Cllr. J. Smith to arrange meeting with County Cllr. J. Midwood to discuss issue of pavements. 

 Clerk to write to St Eds Borough Council concerning bins.

	Gavin Hodge, 

Good Neighbour Scheme Co-ordinator, 

Suffolk ACRE, Ipswich
	Suffolk ACRE has recently secured funding to continue the expansion of the Good Neighbour Scheme for a further three years. Accordingly I am contacting villages that may wish to consider developing a Good Neighbour Scheme. It normally takes 3/4 months to launch a scheme starting from scratch.   There are currently 20 Good Neighbour Schemes under the Suffolk ACRE umbrella and each is run independently by its own steering group on a day-to-day basis.  Each scheme revolves around its own mobile phone.    Each scheme offers similar services which include giving lifts (compensated by the client at 40 pence per mile) and free services including collecting pensions or prescription; minor domestic repairs including checking smoke alarms; befriending older or lonely people and newcomers to the community; help filling forms, help with pets occasionally; and a one-off tidy up of a garden especially where it may deter bogus callers.   Our single-sheet questionnaire is usually the starting point. It raises a team of potential volunteers and reveals the basic level of need for a scheme in a community, although demand always grows once a scheme is established. A Good Neighbour Scheme provides an excellent conduit for health, safety and wellbeing information and helps to build cohesive communities. I help source a start-up grant of £500 for each new scheme.    I would like the opportunity to speak to the Parish Council, or to other members of your community who might like to take a Good Neighbour Scheme project forward. Accordingly I would be grateful if you could spread the word among the councillors and anyone who you think may wish to become involved.  Information to be passed to CLASP.




Noting

	Cruse Bereavement Care, Ipswich
	Have written asking the Parish Council to pass onto local parish magazine information about recruiting new ‘Visitors’ for the organization.  Information passed to The Focus and put on Clare-UK website.

	Mark Deer, HWRC Services Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Changes to policy regarding Plasterboard Suffolk Household Waste Recycling Centre.    As from 1st April 2009 Gypsum Plasterboard will only be accepted in limited quantities (2 bags per day) at the following Household Waste Recycling Centres: Bury St Edmunds, Lowestoft and Ipswich.  It is recommended that anyone with more than 2 bags of this type of waste contact a licenses contractor.  This change is being publicized in local media and by leaflets at recycling centres.

	Tim Passmore, Suffolk County Council
	A chance to discuss the shape of Suffolk’s future.   Consultation meetings are being held around Suffolk during April.  The Clerk has a list of dates and venues for anyone wishing to attend.

	Judith Neal & Olive Smith
	Clare Parish Council Records.  The records were stored in three chests marked ‘Parish Council’, ‘Burial Board’ & ‘Cadges Charity’.  The contents have now been consolidated into the Cadges Charity Chest.  Full list of contents circulated.

	Parishioner
	Noticed on the minutes for the meetings that currently in Clare the police are doing speed checks however they feel it needs to be pointed out they are actually doing them at the wrong time of day.  The young lads in their souped up cars love speeding out toward Chilton Street and into Hundon doing about 80mph about 8 o'clock in the evening - where are the police then?   Clerk forwarded Parishioners concerns to Police.



Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th April 2009

3.
Police Report

The Police will no longer be issuing a full report, they will continue to attend as many meetings as possible to take questions.  Crime figures can now be downloaded from internet, Clerk informed the Police that the figures currently cover as far as February 2009 and not March.  The yellow lines have now been repainted and more parking tickets are being issued.  The Chairman asked if the Parish Council could have a summary of the amount of tickets given out each month.  

4. 
Parishioners Question Time
The topic of Tourism was bought up by a member of the Clare Business Association, they are concerned about the messiness in Clare, road debris in gutters and the amount of litter laying around were the biggest concern, if Clare wishes to encourage tourism then the community needs to respect the town.  It was stated that a new Street Cleaner will be commencing work on the 30th April and this should alleviate the existing problems.  St Edmundsbury Borough Council would also be contacted with regards to cleaning out the gutters on the road side.

It was also noted that the bad weather has contributed to the problem on the roads.  

The signage in and around Clare needs to be improved to assist visitors in finding their way around.

. 

5.
County Councillor’s Report 

£500.00 of Locality Budget has been presented to Clare Seekers in recognition of its 1st anniversary; it will be used to buy MP3 players for talking books.

Safety measures outside the priory should soon be in place, credit due to Cllr. A. Parsley for his input into this project.

The Quality of Life Funding Scheme has been put in place.  Cllr. Midwood has secured £15,000 of funding for a review of traffic regulations in Clare concerning traffic flow and parking facilities.  Study funded for 2009/10.

6.
Borough Councillor’s Report
Cllr. J. Bone to arrange a meeting with the Parish Council and Richard Webster (Street Lighting for Suffolk County Council) to discuss street lighting in Clare.  Parish Council to prepare a list of priority work that needs to addressed.
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