
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19th February 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Roger Gee, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – Cllr. P. Daniels and County Cllr. J. Midwood
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests – Cllr. J. Smith Item 26a Well House, Well Lane, Clare. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  No report received.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time – No questions received.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  No report received.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Clare Business Association
	

	
	
	

	
	The representatives from the CBA had not yet arrived and it was agreed to return to this item later in the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th January 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting held on 15th January 2009:-
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle to contact Suffolk Connexions with regards to holding an event in Clare for the disabled.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	Financial records were received from The Millennium Committee to assist with audit process of Parish Council with regards to the Town Sign.  
	


	
	Clerk has contacted Suffolk County Council after complaint received about the slippery surface of the York Stone Pavement outside the Ancient House, awaiting response.
	

	
	Paul Odell has offered to purchase disused computer from the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	
	Disused printer will be taken for recycling.
	Clerk

	
	Two large empty chests are now redundant, it was agreed to see if the auction house will take them.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	
	The representatives from the CBA arrived and the Chairman re-opened this part of the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Clare Business Association
	

	
	
	

	
	The new Chairman of the Clare Business Association (CBA) Richard Palmer and Alaric Pugh, Vice Chairman of the CBA introduced themselves to the Parish Council.  Their aim is to strengthen ties and working relationships with Clare Parish Council and offer improved assistance and communication to Clare Businesses.  One project currently in discussion is an up to date tourist leaflet to enhance the image of Clare.  At their next meeting they have a visit planned by Lisa Howard to discuss the opportunities that the Olympics 2012 can bring to the area.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reconfirmed the willingness of the Parish council to work closely with the CBA in the best interests of Clare.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	


	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Officer had circulated the financial summary and cash flow for the period 8th January – 4th February 2009 and gave a verbal summary.  Approval of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	We await quotation from Zurich re; Pavilion insurance.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	After receipt of the £3000 grant from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council for the Christmas Lights 2008, it was suggested the Clerk apply to the Borough Council for 2009 grant.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would support the Christmas Lights in 2009.  
	Clerk

	
	
	


	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from meeting held on 11th February were circulated.  
	

	
	i)
	Dog Fouling – Eleanor Lovejoy (age 9) was commended for her letter and poster received regarding dog fouling in Clare.  Cllr. A. Parsley had a meeting with the Dog Warden and Environmental Waste Management, Clare will receive 4 more dog waste bins and a replacement for the Clare Playing Fields.  The Dog Warden, when possible will give a higher profile in Clare. 2000 dog waste bags will be on offer free of charge around the town.
	

	
	ii)
	Street Cleaning - Interviews will be held on Friday 20th February with potential candidates for the Street Cleaning Vacancy.  Demonstration of mechanised street cleaning equipment is being arranged.
	Cllrs.
A. Parsley, 

J. Meikle & 

L. Warmington

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	Cllr. K. Mison was thanked and commended for all his hard work and time spent at the Nuttery.
	

	
	
	

	
	iv)
	The Chairman congratulated the Environment Committee on the presentation of their minutes and new schedule of works table.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Website.  The minutes from meeting held on 6th January 2009 were circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was noted that a large number of people are visiting the Clare-UK Website both from the UK and abroad.  The Directory needs to be updated, Clerk to distribute sections of list to each Councillor for their input.  More photographs are required for the Photo Library, the Chairman asked all Councillors to contribute wherever possible.
	Clerk/

All Councillors

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance.  The minutes from meeting held on 6th January 2009 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:  None received.
	

	
	ii)
	Before costing of Christmas Lights 2008 can be finalised we are awaiting Electricity bill.  .
	

	
	iii)
	The budget for 2009/10 needs to be revised in relation to income due to the considerable drop in interest rates
	

	
	
	


	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – First Responders is up and running, they have received two calls to date, Cllr. J. Smith was extremely pleased with the progress and Cllr. J. Meikle congratulated all those involved in launching this service.  There are also 3 to 4 potential new recruits.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Fields – there are still spaces for the 200 club.  The vacancy for Treasurer is still available.  A cleaner has been successfully recruited.
	

	
	
	

	
	Newsletter – the deadline for the next newsletter is 6th March 2009.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – it was reported that CHOC are short on Committee Members.  The alcohol license is being updated and discussions about the kitchens are taking place.  The Chairman reminded CHOC representative that the Parish Council are awaiting their budget for 2009/10 in respect of the precept figure agreed at the end of 2008.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Traffic Survey
	

	
	
	

	
	The Working Party proposals as circulated were agreed.  No suggestions for amendment of wording to the proposals were received from either the Parish Council, Clare Business Association or The Clare Society.  It was unanimously agreed to sign off proposals as circulated.
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman, J. Smith and T. Sharp to propose tactics for the presentation of the proposals to the authorities.
	Cllrs. 

K. Haisman 

J. Smith

T. Sharp

	
	It was unanimously agreed to summarise statistical data for presentation to the authorities, Cllr. L. Warmington to make initial proposal to The Chairman.
	Cllr. L. Warmington

	
	
	

	15
	School Reorganisation Review – to receive an update from C.L.A.R.E (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education).  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Report received from Cllr. J. Meikle on consideration being given on how the campaign can be continued, the Parish Council offered to support C.L.A.R.E. in whichever way they can.
	

	
	ii)
	Covered area for Clare Middle School – response sent to Suffolk County Council was ratified by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Folly Road, Chilton Street
	

	
	
	

	
	A proposal from Suffolk County Council was received asking for the Parish Councils comments on new warning signs for Folly Road to inform drivers of sharp bends.  The Parish Council would encourage and support this measure to make our roads safer where possible.
	Clerk

	17
	Clare in Bloom
	

	
	
	

	
	A request was received from Clare in Bloom to share hours of a Community Pay Back Volunteer, the Clerk to contact the Probation Service to see what is possible.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Community Plan
	

	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	Update received - there are currently 20 people on the Steering Group, four of which have attended a training course run by Suffolk ACRE on how to get a Community Plan started.  A budget and a constitution are required.  Branding and advertising literature have been designed and a Blog will be launched shortly.
	

	
	ii)
	Three main suggestions were received from the Parish Council for use in the Community Plan, they are Public Transportation, Community Education and Environment Matters.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Town Sign
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	The new roof has been received.  Two quotes are to be obtained for digging hole and erection of sign.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	ii)
	Conservation Officer at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to be contacted to discuss possible uses and location for the original thatched roof
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	iii)
	The Chairman requested that the full cost of the Town Sign be calculated in due course.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Mud Jumps for BMX bikers.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman asked if a Councillor would be prepared to take on the project of the mud jumps, Cllr. T. Sharp volunteered to assist the Clerk.  A location has been found and initial discussions with Zurich Insurance have taken place.  The Parish Council feel comfortable to move to the next stage of negotiations.
	Cllr. T. Sharp
/Clerk

	
	
	

	21
	Parish Councillor Training
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk will speak to the Suffolk Association for Local Councils to obtain list of courses being run for the next three months, the list will be circulated to councilors for discussion at next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22
	PC Effectiveness
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman presented a tableau outlining the Parish Council aims and objectives, all Councillors were in agreement.  It sets out measures that the Parish Council will adhere to and can be measured by.  The tableau should be available on the website and Parish Council notice boards.  It was agreed to do a press release and send copies to Clare Clubs and Societies.  
	Cllrs. J. Meikle
K. Haisman
/Clerk

	
	
	

	
	It was also agreed that laminated copies should be circulated at each Parish Council meeting for both Councillors and Parishioners to refer to.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23
	Annual Parish Meeting 2009 
	

	
	
	

	
	It was suggested the name of the meeting did not appear representative of other groups in Clare and investigations would be made to see if the name is a legal requirement or whether it can be changed to a more inclusive title.  Suggestions received for the meeting were a report from Clare Business Association and Clare Community Plan.  An invitation will be sent to the Mayor of Chatillon, France to attend the meeting to tell us about his town.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

/Clerk

	
	
	

	24
	Clare Open Day 
	

	
	
	

	
	It was suggested that a diary of other events taking place in Clare be obtained to see if the open day can be run alongside such an event to improve attendance.  Other groups can be contacted to see if they also wish to run an event on the same day.
	Clerk 

	
	
	

	25
	Parish Council December Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed that the December meeting should be held on the third Thursday of the month, the same as for the rest of the year.  Clerk to change booking for 2009.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	26
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA09/1725 – Well House, Well Lane, Clare.  (1) Reduce Cherry Trees back from neighbouring property by 30%, reduce crown by 25%. (2) Apple tree- 30% crown reduction.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Smith did not vote.
	

	
	TCA09/1731 – St. Marys, Erbury Place, Clare.  To prune back braches to suitable growth point on one Ash Tree overhanging property.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	i)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1713 – Clare Castle Country Park - Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1655 – 29a High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1565 – Clare Antiques World, Maltings Lane, Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	

	28
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.15p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

FEBRUARY 2009

Action

	Mark Bradley,

 Red Cross New Home from Hospital Project, Ipswich
	The British Red Cross in Ipswich is about to embark on an exciting new volunteer project called Home from Hospital.

The service is to be launched in April to offer care and support to patients returning from Ipswich Hospital as well as support to patients while they are in the accident & emergency department.  Company and friendship will be provided for up to 6 weeks.  Support may include shopping, collection of prescriptions or preparing light meals.  They are looking for volunteers and are asking if the Parish Council can promote the new project.  Mark Bradley would be happy to answer any questions or even attend a Parish Council meeting to speak to any interested parties.  Information to be passed to CLASP (Clare Liaison and Support Project).

	Gavin Hodge, 

Age Concern Suffolk
	Gavin Hodge has taken over as Food ‘n’ Friends Officer at Age Concern Suffolk and also works for Suffolk ACRE as Good Neighbour Scheme Co-ordinator.  As Food ‘n’ Friend Officer this involves setting up miniature lunch clubs around the county to enhance the lives of older members of the community.  The aim is to hold it once a month, each club is run by its own host accompanied by a volunteer, usually in the hosts private home.  Refreshments are provided on a non-profit-making basis with clients paying a small sum to the host to cover the cost of food and drink provided.  It would be held under the Age Concern umbrella and they can provide Public Liability Insurance.  If anyone is interested in or knows of someone please let Parish Clerk know and she will pass on information. Information to be passed to CLASP (Clare Liaison and Support Project).


Noting

	Eleanor Lovejoy, 

Snow Hill, 

Clare
	Eleanor wrote to ask if there is anything the Parish Council can do about the dog mess left on the pavement by the dog owners in Clare.  Eleanor walks to school each day and there is a lot of dog mess.  Eleanor has made a poster and would like to put it up around Clare to ask dog owners to clean up after their dogs.  Noted.

	Suffolk Police
	Trading standards have contacted Suffolk Constabulary regarding Charity collections where a leaflet is left asking for clothing and bric-a-brac to be left out for collection.  They have offered the following advice:  Usually such companies operate by collecting clothing and selling the items on for profit and then donating a fixed sum (usually very low!) to the named charity.  Our advice to Suffolk consumers is not to leave clothes out for these organisations.  A company that recently leafleted the Hadleigh area is of particular concern as its charity status was actually withdrawn in October 2008. We would advise all residents to read any leaflets carefully before deciding to donate goods.  Noted.


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 19th February 2009

5.
County Councillor’s Report 
Council Tax

This year the rise in council tax will be 2.45% - the lowest rise in the history of Suffolk County Council.  This follows a rise last year of 3.75%; below the national average, below the rate of inflation and below the level of state pension increases.  The current administration has saved twice as much as the government target for efficiency savings

Local Government Review

The Boundary Committee announced last week that the consultation period was to be extended from February 13th to July 15th when the Secretary of State will make known her decision on the future of local government in Suffolk, Norfolk and Devon.  

Highways 
A Parishioner has contacted Cllr. Midwood with a suggestion that a footpath should be created to the north of the Nethergate Street properties to provide a safer route to the Primary School for children from the Lotus Close, Westfield and The Granary areas.  Cllr. Midwood will await the views of the Parish Council.

At a monthly surgery meeting with West Area Highways there was a discussion about the Sheepgate Lane B1063 flooding.  Highways are going to contact the Environment Agency to ask them to dredge the brook as it was felt that that is where the real problem lies when there is a great quantity of water to drain away as happened after the snow melted.

Funding for specific highways projects is going to be organised differently in future with schemes coming under a new “Quality of Life” label.  This will mean that locally supported traffic management and maintenance works will not necessarily have to fulfill the strict criteria that apply now.  St Edmundsbury County Councillors will be prioritising schemes according to local need with a dedicated budget to work to. 
Retained Fire Service Policy Development Panel

The PDP will hold its last two meetings next week and then prepare a report for the County’s cabinet meeting in April.  
Meals on Wheels

Following concerns from Haverhill and the surrounding area about changes to the meal delivery system, Cllr. Midwood is accompanying a County Councillor colleague on the delivery rounds to see how satisfied (or otherwise) the customers are.  
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