
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15th January 2009

Present: Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Patrick Daniels, Roger Gee, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson; County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence – None received.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests – None received. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time – No Parishioners in attendance.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th December 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting held on 11th December 2008:-
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith will produce an article on the Traffic Survey for the next Clare Parish Council Newsletter.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk to respond to letter from Howard Jackson, Clare Focus regarding the felling of tree in Clare Cemetery.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Email regarding closure of the Monday Day Care Centre to be forward to CLASP (Clare Liaison and Support Project) for their information.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	


	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	


	
	The Finance Officer had circulated the financial summary and cash flow for the period 9 December 2008 – 7 January 2009 and gave a verbal summary.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Environment Committee.  The minutes from meeting held on 7th January were circulated.  
	

	
	i)
	Cllr. A. Parsley and Mrs Smith have both inspected all the benches in Clare.  They concluded that two need some structural repair and the remainder all need cleaning and treating.  Attempts to find a contractor for the work are being taken.
	Clerk

Cllr. A. Parsley

	
	ii)
	A notice has been placed on the Cemetery gates to inform Parishioners that the gates will be locked between the hours of dusk and 8.00am for a trial period of 3 months commencing 1st February 2009.  
	

	
	iii)
	Cllrs. A. Parsley and K. Mison had a meeting with the Dog Warden.  As a result it is hoped 4/5 more waste bins will be placed in strategic areas on dog walking routes including the Playing Fields.  Additional signs will be provided.  It is also hoped that for a minimal sum the Parish Council will be issued with ‘waste bags’ that could be given out free of charge to dog walkers.
	Cllr. A. Parsley

	
	iv)
	Cllr. K. Mison reported that currently there is no fence around the pond at the Nuttery.  The old one has been removed in preparation for the erection of a new fence.  Community Pay Back Workers have spent another day working alongside Cllr. K. Mison to remove brambles around the pond.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Website.  Next meeting planned for Tuesday 10th February 2009.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance.  The minutes from meeting held on 6th January 2009 were circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:  Optua, services for the disabled (£100).  Proposed by  Cllr. J. Miekle, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	This led onto the possibility of organising an event in Clare specifically with the disabled in mind.  Cllr. J. Meikle offered to establish contact with Suffolk Connexions to see how they may be able to support us.
	Cllr. J. Meikle


	
	ii
	It was agreed that a formal letter of thanks be written to Mr. Webber in recognition of the voluntary service given in relation to the Town Sign.  A mention in the next Parish Council Newsletter will also be added.
	Clerk

Cllr. K. Mison

	
	iii)
	It was agreed that the Parish Council would offer financial support for Clare in Bloom.  The Parish Council will make available £1000 under Section 144 for if and when all or any part of that amount is required by Clare in Bloom.  Proposed by  Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	iv)
	Cllr. P. Daniels is clarifying the insurance policy with regards to the Parish Councils financial interest in the Pavilion.
	

	
	v
	Contract of employment for the Clerk has been finalised and agreed.  The contract will be signed by The Clerk and the Chairman.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

 Clerk

	
	
	


	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – concern was expressed about the closure of the Monday Day Care Centre and Cllr. J. Smith offered to raise the matter with CLASP
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	Clare in Bloom – planting and watering arrangements have been made for 2009 and fundraising events are being organised.
	

	
	Medieval Day to be held in the Bailey - organisation plans are ongoing.  Cllr. J. Smith will represent the Parish Council at future meetings held by the  Medieval Day Committee.
	

	
	Clare Playing Fields – the pavilion building has now been insured by the CPFA, and this needs to be reconciled with our Zurich insurance policy.  There are a few spaces left in the 200 club fundraiser.  The CPFA are in need of a Treasurer, it was agreed to put both items on the Parish Council Website 
	Clerk

	
	Clare Ancient House Museum – it was reported that the Ancient House are in the process of gathering oral recordings from long term Clare residents to record the history of Clare.
	

	
	Clare Combined Charities – the new owner of the Waterworks has introduced himself to Cllr. K. Mison and expressed a wish to come along and meet the Parish Council.  Clerk to send an invitation.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Traffic Survey
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked Cllr. J. Smith and the Working Party for all their time and effort that has gone into producing the Clare Parking Survey.  It was agreed that this is such an important issue that the Parish Council will hold a separate working session to discuss the survey in more detail before the final recommendation is handed over to the Chief Executive of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Date to be before the next Parish Council Meeting in February.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	14
	Local Development Framework 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council agreed to ratify the letter sent to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council dated 2nd January 2009.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	15
	School Reorganisation Review – to receive an update from C.L.A.R.E (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education).  
	

	
	
	

	
	Despite rejection from Suffolk County Council for the Stour Valley Community College, Cllr, J. Meikle reported that a number of avenues are still open and C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education) will pursue these.   
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council agreed to ratify the letter sent to Cllr. Jeremy Pembroke of Suffolk County Council dated 22nd December 2009.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman will respond to Cllr. Jeremy Pembroke’s reply to the above letter.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	16
	Parish Councillor Training
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk will distribute the training program for 2009 from SALC when it becomes available and all Parish Councillors are encouraged to undertake training which matches their Parish Council responsibilities.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Highways
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to appoint Cllr. J. Smith as Highways Liaison Officer for Clare Parish Council.  All Parish Councillors stated that they were very happy to support Cllr. J. Smith on any particular initiatives where she might need assistance.  Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Parish Council Notice Board in Pashlers Alley – It was agreed that the notice board would be managed by Cllr. A. Parsley and The Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Community Plan – Next meeting planned for Tuesday 20th January 2009.
	

	
	
	


	20
	Town Sign 
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	The steel frame is being modified to support the new roof, costings are being collated for the erection of the sign.
	Cllr. K. Mison

Cllr. R. Gee

	
	ii)
	The issue of the Thatched roof will be put on as an agenda item for the next Parish Council Meeting.
	

	
	iii)
	It was agreed to write to the former Millennium Committee with regards to the original finances for the Town Sign.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	21
	Mud Jumps for BMX bikers.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council continue to broker on behalf of the youngsters to try to obtain a piece of land suitable for their purpose.  A parent of one of the group has put his name forward as a point of contact should a piece of land become available.  The Clerk to contact other Parish and Town Councils who have such facilities for guidance on safety issues that may arise
	 Clerk

	
	
	

	22
	CADS
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council agreed to ratify request from CADS to hold a cake stall on the Market Hill on Saturday 17th January 2009 to raise funds for the Pantomime.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	23
	Risk Assessment 
	

	
	
	

	
	A review of the Action Plan has taken place and confirmation of ongoing monitoring for all the issues covered was received.
	

	
	
	

	24
	Annual Parish Meeting 2009 
	

	
	
	

	
	It is proposed to hold this meeting on Tuesday 21 April.  The date has been agreed with Francis Wayman, Chair of Clare Combined Charities.  For the next Parish Council meeting Councillors are asked to propose topics which will make the meeting attractive to parishioners.  Clerk to book hall.  
	All Councillors

Clerk

	
	
	

	25
	Clare Open Day 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith will speak to Mrs. O. Smith to gather information from previous Open Day held in 2007.  Cllr. P. Daniels will then put an action plan together.  A provisional date of Saturday, 6th June was put forward, to be confirmed at next Parish Council Meeting.
	Cllr. J. Smith

Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	


	26
	Clare Parish News 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle is obtaining dates for 2009 publications of the Clare Focus.  Items suggested for 2009 Newsletters include  i) Annual Parish Meeting  ii) Clare Open Day  iii) Town Sign  iv) Nuttery Project  v) Round up of 2009 news and events in Clare
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	27
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1713 – Clare Castle Country Park, Malting Lane, Clare – Trees in conservation area notification.  To fell 4 ash trees, 35 sycamore trees, 11 elm trees and 1 hawthorn tree as management of boundary hedge.  Proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	i)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/1619 – Boat House Mews, Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1565 – Clare Antiques World, Malting Lane, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1534 – Clifton Cottage, Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1465 – Town Sign, Nethergate Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1582 – Squirrels, 17 High Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	

	28
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	Town Sign – i) Thatched Roof  ii) Unveiling Arrangements
	

	
	Report on Christmas Lights
	

	
	Clare in Bloom - support from Parish Council for Community Pay Back Worker
	

	
	Parish Council Meeting Date for month of December
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.42 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

JANUARY 2009

	
	Adam Baker, Suffolk Project Manager for the London 2012 Olympic & Paralympic Games,

Suffolk County Council
	Councillor Briefing – Monday 9th February 2009, 5pm-6.30pm, The Cedars Hotel, Stowmarket.  Maximising the Opportunities for Suffolk from London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

In less than four years’ time the UK will host the Olympic and Paralympic games.  They are about more than elite sport, more than London and more than Summer 2012.  Local government (at all levels) will be critical in realizing this wider vision and maximising participation in the many opportunities’ between now and 2012.  These include the four year Cultural Olympiad, the domestic Education Programme, inspiring young people to volunteer, take-up sport and lead healthier and greener lives.  Councillors are invited to the London 2012 Councillor Briefing which has been organized to inform all councilors from Suffolk about the opportunities that the games provide for the county.  Action:  Cllr. K. Haisman would like to attend meeting.

	
	Nick Smith, Clare Business Association
	In response to question raised by a Parishoner at our December meeting regarding Christmas Lights entertainment, Mr. Smith suggests that if a childrens disco was to be orgainised it would be more appropriate for someone who works with children and knows what is required around regulations and legislation and who can organize individuals to support this element of the evening.  If the Parish Council know of individuals who would like to organize and be responsible for this then please contact Mr. Smith.  Action: This information will be passed onto the Steering Group of the Community Plan for discussion and suggestions.

	
	Suffolk County Council
	Life of a Lorry Driver Event – Thursday 19th February 2009, 10am-2pm, Endeavour House, Ipswich.  This is an invitation to Councillors to talk to a professional lorry driver on the trials and tribulations they face on a daily basis.  There will be chance to look round modern cab and talk to driver on issues like, overnight parking, driver hours, satnav, daily activities and road network.  Action: Cllr. K. Mison would like to attend event.

	
	Jill Stewart, Development Manger Partnership with Older People, Suffolk County Council
	Their experience is that older people especially do not always know where to get the information they need from, they are asking for co-operation in spreading the word!! Publications include Talkabout Suffolk Magazine, Suffolk Charter for Older People and The Year of Opportunity Winter Newsletter.  They have sent copies and would be delighted to send more if required.  Noted.

	
	Philip Snelling, Sudbury & District Ramblers Group
	Re: Footpath 14 – Chilton Street, Clare.  Mr. Snelling has written to Suffolk County Council and Clare Parish Council in support of Mr. Norman Jennings campaign to have footpath 14 extended.  


	
	David Dadd
	Copy of email sent from David Dadd to Jane Midwood asking for a response to an earlier message on his trees.

	
	Kevin Shipp
	Further to Police request Kevin Shipp has arranged for yellow lines in town centre to be repainted when his team are next in the area. Noted.  

	
	Eddie Meelan, Senior Divisional Officer, Suffolk Fire & Rescue Service
	Acknowledging feedback from Parish Council and will ensure comments are considered at the end of the consult36+ation period.  If we would like a representative from SFRS to attend one of our Parish Council Meetings they would be happy to do so.  Noted.

	
	Jim Miekle, C.L.A.R.E
	Thank you to Clare Parish Council for opportunity to present Stour 

Valley Community College Proposal.  Request Parish Councils considered opinion on future educational and community needs.

NB. The Parish Council wrote to Jeremy Pembroke on 22nd December 2008 expressing their views in support of Stour Valley Community College.   

	
	Jayne Cole, SALC
	Thank you for copying her into response to LDF.  Pleasing to know councils are responding and considering impact on their communities.  The loss of the middle school must be a blow to the community as it serves a wide rural catchment area and has excellent reputation.

	
	St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Erection of two unauthorized lighting columns at Boat House Mews, Nethergate Street.  And enforcement notice was served on the 5 January 2009 to the Woodberry Group and all those with interest in the land.  There has been a breach of planning control. Noted. 


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th January 2009

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Ruth Horton had sent a written report.  There were 3 crimes reported in the period from 7 December 2008 – 1 January 2009.  There are still problems with heating oil theft from unsecured oil tanks.  Lead is now also being taken from homes and businesses as well as churches.  The Police advise anyone with lead flashing on their property to perhaps think about protecting it with high visibility postcode marking or DNA paint products.

Crime has fallen in the west of Suffolk over the past year, 629 fewer offences were committed in the Mid Suffolk, St. Edmundsbury, Babergh and Forest Heath districts.  For anyone not on the Farm or Horse watch scheme they are currently updating their records.  It is a free service, to join please contact PCSO 3141 Debs Carroll-Beer on 01284 774100.

Request to keep any eye on your neighbours, particularly if they are elderly.  If you think they would benefit from a visit from the Police concerning their property security they would be happy to arrange this.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Cllr. Midwood reported that the recently installed tarmac ramps for the kerbs in the Town Centre are a permanent solution.  Cllr. Midwood confirmed her continuing support for the C.L.A.R.E. group.  The hill at Chilton Street on the B1063 is due to be resurfaced and have drainage repairs.  Cllr. Midwood will liaise with Cllr. Parsley regarding the proposed 30mph speed limit on Ashen Road, Clare.  The parking restrictions at Maltings Lane are due to go ahead in the near future.  Parking permits will be issued to the two householders affected by the restrictions. 

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Cllr. Bone had a meeting with Phil Whiffling of Suffolk County Council to express concern over the rejection of the Stour Valley Community College.  Cllr. Bone will arrange a date for the new Chief Executive of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to visit Clare and meet with the Parish Council and hopefully other leaders of local groups.
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