
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Baptist Church Hall at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 11th December 2008
Present: Cllrs. Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, Les Warmington; Clerk/Finance Officer: Sharon Benson; Borough Cllr. Jane Bone; 2 members of the public

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. K. Haisman (Chairman), 
R. Gee, P. Daniels, J. Smith, County Cllr. J. Midwood
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. J. Meikle – Item 24a, 53 Hertford Road, Clare.  Cllr. T. Sharp - Item 24c, 29a High Street, Clare.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed Sharon Benson as the new Clerk to the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Presentation by Helen Cullup, Housing Department – Helen Cullup sent her apologies, she was unable to attend the meeting and will reschedule in 2009.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th November 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. L. Warmington proposed the following amendments:  1) Page 4, item 16, paragraph 1:  Insertion of “Cllr. L. Warmington suggested that this was discussed further elsewhere”.  2) Page 4, item 16, after paragraph 2:  Insertion of “Cllr. L. Warmington suggested that this was discussed further elsewhere”.  3) Page 4, item 16, paragraph 3:  Insertion of “again”.  4) Page 5, item 19:  Replace the word CHOC with “Cllr. L. Warmington”.  With these amendments approval of the minutes were proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.

	


	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle to request details from Cllr. J. Smith of the traffic survey in order for them to be shown to a contact experienced in data analysis.
	Cllr. J. Smith Cllr.  J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith will draft an article for the Newsletter after the next Traffic Survey meeting.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	


	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	


	
	The Finance Officer had circulated the financial summary and cash flow for the period 8th Novmber – 8th December 2008 and gave a verbal summary.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Environment.  Application received for the part-time vacancy for a Street Cleaner.  Cllr. A. Parsley to arrange interviews for week commencing 15th December 2008.  Cllrs. A. Parsley and L. Warmington will conduct the interviews at the Parish Council Office.  The Environment Committee received permission from the Council to appoint a candidate from the interviews subject to qualifications and on a three month trial basis.
	Cllr. A. Parsley

	
	
	

	
	A proposal to lock the Cemetery gates between the hours of dusk and 8.00am was put forward due to a degree of anti-social behavior in the Cemetery after dark and misuse of the road leading to the Cemetery.  A notice informing the public of this intention will be put up in advance and the Parish Council will review the situation after three months.  Proposal from Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	
	Old Cemetery records in the office are to be looked through to collate any important information relating to Clare and find a suitable storage facility for the records.  Cllr. L. Warmington volunteered to look through the documents initially.  Parishioners Olive Smith and Judith Neal have offered to come to the Parish Office in order to collate all the information.
	Cllr. L. Warmington


	
	Cllr. K. Mison reported that work is continuing at the Nuttery, along with himself and Neil Catchpole a group of 6 Community Payback workers and their leader have cleared the ditch line.  The new fencing has been delivered.  Cllr. K. Mison to begin planning application process for the Totem Pole.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  David Dadd has resigned as Secretary.  Cllr. A. Parsley has taken over this role.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Website.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance.  A letter was received from a Parishioner requesting that he may purchase and plant an additional tree on the greensward outside his house in Nethergate Street.  The tree will be the same as one already planted.  The Parish Council approved this request and the Parish Clerk will write and inform the Parishioner.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  Newstalk (£50), The Parish Church of Ss. Peter & Paul (£100), Stop Stansted Expansion (no donation given)  proposed by  Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	The Finance Committee recommended that the Parish Council Internal Audit be carried out by a specialised company Heelis & Lodge to comply with the External Audit requirements and this was confirmed by the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	iii)
	Minutes from the meeting between CHOC, CADS and the Parish Council were read out.  It was proposed by the Finance Committee to the Parish Council that the outstanding invoice of £612 be paid in full by the Parish Council to CHOC under section 145, a power to support “Entertainment and the Arts”.  Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	Finance Officer

	
	
	
	

	
	
	The Parish Council made an offer to mediate if requested by CHOC/CADS for any future issues that may arise.  The Parish Council wishes to offer their support to CADS and other local groups in the best interests of the Community.
	

	
	
	


	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Fields – Football Foundation visit was postponed until the New Year.   The 200 Club has been launched.  
	


	
	Clare Business Association – Cllrs. K. Haisman and A. Parsley attended a recent CBA meeting, it was an interesting and positive meeting.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Local Development Framework 
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Report back on first Parish Council drop-in session - Cllr. L. Warmington reported a small number of Parishioners attended the drop-in session held in the Town Hall on Wednesday 10th December.  The different views from those who attended where taken and will be used to collate feedback for the LDF program.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Agree which Councillors will collate information - Parish Clerk to email all Councillors on Monday 15th December for volunteer to gather all the information from both Wednesday and Saturday drop-ins for response to Suffolk County Council before 5th January 2009.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	School Reorganisation Review – to receive an update from C.L.A.R.E (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education).  
	

	
	
	

	
	No final decision has been taken at this time.  C.L.A.R.E. group continue in their efforts for a positive outcome for the proposed Community College.  Cllr. J. Meikle requested the Parish Council write a letter of support for the college and send it to Suffolk County Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	PC Effectiveness – discuss issues raised at workshops and agree next steps.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that the use of written minutes/reports produced by each committee before a Parish Council meeting would be a positive step in the efficient running of the Parish Council meetings.  As there were no volunteers for Highways Liaison the subject will be put on the agenda for the next meeting when there will be a larger council attendance.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Community Plan – Nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	18
	Traffic Survey – Nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	19
	Town Sign 
	

	
	
	

	
	Revised planning application submitted to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	

	
	
	

	20
	Mud Jumps for BMX bikers – progress reports on any possible sites.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council have received one positive response to their enquiries for possible sites for the mud jumps, an email was received and read out from the Landowner, once he has investigated the possibility of such a site he will contact the Parish Council in the New Year.
	


	21
	ICO Freedom of Information
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council policy requires updating before 31 December 2008.  A template has been received and the Clerk will complete the details.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22
	Risk Assessment - review policy.
	

	
	
	

	
	This will be an agenda item at the next meeting
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23
	To agree response to Draft Fire Action Plan 2009-2010
	

	
	
	

	
	A letter has been drafted which covers all points raised in the Action Plan.  The Parish Council agreed that the draft be adopted and sent.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	24
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/08/1608 – Retention of 1950mm high garden fence – 53 Hertford Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Meikle did not vote.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/08/1619 – (i) retention of 2 no. lighting coloums; (ii) reduction in height of columns to 3 metres; (iii) replace lamps with Gamma Basique type and (iv) paint columns black – Boat House Mews, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Application received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  SE/08/1655 – Change of use from Class A1 (Retail) to Class B1 (Offices) – 29a High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  Cllr. T. Sharp did not vote.
	

	
	
	

	i)
	Borough decisions
	

	
	TCS08/1695 – Well House, Well Lane, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA08/1702 – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1393 – Jarahdene, Snow Hill, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1527 – Clare Hotel, Nethergate Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	APP/E3525/A/08/2070728 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Appeal Granted
	

	
	
	

	25
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	Thatched Roof from Town Sign
	

	
	Monitoring of Parish Council Notice Board in Pashlers Alley
	

	
	Risk Assessment policy review
	

	
	Appointment of Councillor for Highways Liaison
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.
	


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 11th December 2008
	4
	Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Trish Sinclair gave a breakdown of crime in Clare from the period 7th November – 7th December 2008.

	
	

	
	There were ten reported crimes during this period.  

	
	

	
	Illegal and obstructive parking has been causing problems on the Market Hill and the Police are issuing more tickets than ever.  

	
	

	
	A reminder to all NOT to drink and drive.

	
	

	
	Theft of heating oil is still a real problem.  Oil is being taken from unsecured oils tanks.  In the past few weeks there have been seven or so occurrences.  It would appear that it is being siphoned off into either a tank at the back of a van or into containers inside a van. Please be vigilant when you see vehicles near to you or your neighbours’ property, make a note of the time of day, the colour of the vehicle and if possible any index make.  If at all suspicious, then dial 999.  A couple of tips for keeping home heating oil safe are, consider installing a tank alarm (consult your tank supplier) also install movement security lighting and screen your tank with fencing and hedges.  Further advise can be found on www.boilerjuice.com/blog.php

	
	

	
	Kevin Shipp, SCC Highways has been notified of faded yellow lines within Clare.

	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	Two Parishioners attended the meeting.  They had enjoyed the Clare Christmas Lights Switch On evening on Friday 28th November but felt that a special end to the evening was missing, suggestions made included a School choir to sing Carols or the return of the Children’s disco.  The Parish Council will pass the comments onto Clare Business Association.

	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	School Organisation Review - Jim Meikle will update Parish Council on the meeting between the CLARE group and the leader of the County Council that took place last week.  It was an impressive presentation by the CLARE group.  Cllr. J. Meikle wrote a very good e-mail thanking everyone from SCC who attended the meeting which Cllr. J. Midwood followed up with thanks and some firm comments about hopes that the SOR process can accommodate different thinking and really make a difference for education in our area.

Local Government Review – The Secretary of State has extended the deadline for a decision on the unitary authority future shape of the county from December 31st to February 13th.   This is due to judicial reviews taking place in Norfolk and further work on St Edmundsbury’s bid following a letter that they sent to the Boundary Committee earlier this month.

Highways - Continued monthly meetings with Jim Nunn but sadly December was last meeting with him before his retirement.  Cllr. J. Midwood hopes to carry on these regular meetings with Jim’s successor as they have been of real benefit to villages.   Mick Baker reported that the ramps for disability scooters should have now been installed.
SNT tasking meeting - Attended the Safer Neighbourhood tasking meeting last week at Ixworth and reported the concerns in Clare about bike riding on the pavement and churchyard.  Officers are aware of the situation and keen to support some off road activities for the young people.

Clare Scout Group - The Clare Scout Group has received a cheque for £500 from Locality Budget to go towards refurbishment of the kitchen in the Scout Hut.  

	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Bone had attended the Full Council review, there were no particular items included that related specifically to Clare.

	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Bone had attended a Youth Forum which included pupils from Samuel Ward Uppers School, County Upper School and Culford.  This was a very interesting experience listening to the views from a wide range of pupils. 

	
	

	
	The Borough Council will not be increasing their Council Tax charge in Clare next year.


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

DECEMBER 2008
Action

	1
	Glyn French, West Area Rights of Way Office, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Annual surface clearance of Public Rights of Way

Lists category 1 paths in the parish, currently do not have resources to cut every category 1 path, invites PC to suggest minor changes that may be beneficial.  Action: Cllr. K. Mison will advise Suffolk County Council of changes in priorities of paths to be maintained

	2
	Sally Watson, Anti-Social Behaviour Network Officer, Suffolk Police
	Re: Mini-buses

Concerned about lack of transport in rural communities.  Enquiring whether there may be a mini bus available to hire with a driver to transport young people to attend sports and leisure pursuits at either Cornard or Sudbury sports centres.  Action: Clerk will send contact details for CLASP.


Noting

	3
	Graham Gunby, Minerals & Waste Policy Team, Suffolk County Council
	Waste Core Strategy Issues & Options (Part II) 

Strategic Sites and supporting Sustainability Appraisal

Consultation commences Monday 8th December until Friday 30th January.  Website address http://suffolk.jdi-consult.net/ldf/

	4
	Sheila Martin, Secretary Clare RBLWS
	Re:  Remembrance Day

Thank you for funding the band and pleased to see participation in March.


Clare Parish Council Minutes – 11th December 2008
   Page 8

