
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16th October 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Roger Gee, Jim Meikle (part), Keith Mison Tony Sharp, June Smith, Les Warmington;  Clerk: Ailsa Jobson; Finance Officer: Sharon Benson; County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone, two parishioners
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr. A. Parsley (Vice Chairman) took the Chair.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. K. Haisman and P. Daniels and the police.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest.  Cllr. J. Smith declared an interest in agenda item 21a).
	

	
	
	

	
	With the agreement of the Parish Council agenda items 16 and 17 were moved to this part of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th September 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting held on 18th September:- 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. A. Parsley reported on the meeting with Kevin Shipp and in particular the discussions around increasing parking at the top of Malting Lane.  Correspondence had been received from Mr. and Mrs. Trinder.  Mr. Shipp reported that he had applied for funding in next year’s budget to review all of the TROs in Clare and if successful his proposed suggestion for the Malting Lane area could be considered at that time.  A discussion followed and it was agreed that any improvements needed to be considered in conjunction with any other plans.
	

	
	
	

	
	Medieval Day.   Cllr. J. Smith reported on the meeting arranged by CADS to discuss the possibility of arranging a Medieval Day (possibly to include a play or pageant, side-shows, food etc.) in the Country Park.  Further meeting to be held on 22nd October 2008.
	

	
	
	


	
	Overgrown hedge in Hermitage Close has been cut back.
	

	
	
	

	
	Closure of Clare to Stoke by Clare road and diversion of traffic up the High Street.  Cllr. K. Haisman had spoken with Rob Lee at Suffolk County Council and the Clerk with the police.  It had been agreed that cones will be placed all along the High Street on the right hand side and also on the spaces from No. 1 Café to Hudgies Hardware on the left.  The police will ensure that they are present during the day all half term week.  Alternative free parking has been arranged for residents of the High Street in the Country Park and they will receive a letter with a parking permit on the reverse.  Concern was expressed about the effect on local businesses and it was agreed to contact Mr. Lee to request free parking in the Country Park for everybody during that week.
	Clerk/ Cllr. K. Haisman

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	


	
	Final cheque has been received from Football Foundation for £8,076.00.  Precept budget meeting to be held on Thursday 23rd October at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room of the Old School.  The Finance Officer had circulated the financial summary and cash flow for the period 9th September – 9th October 2008.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.   
	All Councillors

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Cemetery and Street Cleaning Committee.  Repairs to the War Memorial are not of a sufficiently high standard and will be followed up with contractor.  Padlock has been put on cleaners’ door.
	Environment
Ctte

	
	i)
	Confirm name and membership of new Committee.  The recommendation is that the new Committee be named the Environment Committee and membership to include Cllrs. A. Parsley (Chairman), R. Gee, J. Meikle, K. Mison, T. Sharp, L. Warmington and Mrs. Olive Smith.  This was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously. Meetings will be held on the Wednesday the week before the Parish Council meeting. Cllr. A. Parsley expressed his thanks to Cllr. K. Mison during his time as Chairman of the Cemetery Committee.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Website.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance.  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 – Band for Remembrance Day Parade and wreath (£150), Macmillan Cancer Support (£100) proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp and seconded by Cllr. J. Smith.
	

	
	ii)
	Terms and conditions for employees and contractors (to be held in camera).  Agreed to move this item to the end of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Playing Fields Association – Enormous efforts being made to fund raise.  200 Club being started.  Currently advertising for cleaner/caretaker.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Confirmation of date and arrangements for unveiling the interpretation board at The Nuttery and presentation of the Village of the Year Award
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. K. Haisman, J. Smith and K. Mison to meet Mayor at 10.45 a.m. on Saturday 25th October 2008 outside the West Door of the Church.  All Councillors and members of the public welcome to attend.  Advisable to wear boots and suitable outside clothing.  After presentation of the Village of the Year Award and unveiling of the new interpretation board tea and coffee will be available at the Old School Community Centre (thanks to Jane Haisman).
	

	
	
	

	15
	Confirmation of date for the next workshop on PC Effectiveness
	

	
	
	

	
	To be held on Thursday 6th November 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room of The Old School.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Schools Reorganisation Review 
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education)
	

	
	
	

	
	Formal proposal document is nearly complete.  Cllr. J. Meikle and the architect will be meeting Jim Knight, Schools Minister, and Tim Yeo M.P. and Bernard Jenkin (M.P. for North Essex) on Tuesday 21st October 2008.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	17
	Parish Plan – Report back from public meeting held on 8th October 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Some sixty people attended the launch meeting which was an excellent result and there has been very positive feedback.  A first meeting has been arranged for Wednesday 22nd October for those people who definitely want to be on the Steering Group and those who are interested but want to know more before giving a commitment.  The purpose of the meeting is for people to get to know each other, develop a good team spirit, and begin to understand the level of commitment required.
	

	
	
	

	
	In terms of Parish Council representation the Parish Plan Working Group thought that no more than two representatives should sit on the Steering Group.  Cllr. J. Meikle had volunteered to be one representative but as he was committed to the Schools Reorganisation project for the short term Cllr. T. Sharp had offered to stand in temporarily.  Cllr. K. Haisman had put forward to be the second representative.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle said that the Parish Plan was absolutely vital to Clare.  He did not want to see any radical changes but plans that were appropriate, balanced and considered.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. L. Warmington considered that it was important that the Parish Council representation had an awareness of the background and history of Clare and Cllr. J. Smith supported this.  A discussion followed.  Cllr. A. Parsley highlighted that there was a good balance of experience and local knowledge amongst those people who had put their names forward on the Steering Group. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. L. Warmington had offered to sit on the Steering Group as an observer but not to take an active role.  He stressed the difficulty of ensuring that the questionnaire was not biased in any way and that the questions were chosen very carefully.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. A. Parsley emphasized that the proposal was for nominations to represent the Parish Council and felt that actual representation would be decided by the Steering Group.  Cllr. A. Parsley proposed that Cllr. J. Meikle sit on the Steering Group with Cllr. T. Sharp as a temporary substitute, this was seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp proposed that Cllr. K. Haisman sit on the Steering Committee, this was seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried by the majority (Cllrs. J. Meikle and J. Smith - abstained; Cllr. L. Warmington - against).  
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no further nominations to sit on the Steering Group.
	

	
	
	


	18
	Traffic Survey – Progress report and next steps following collation of survey data
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting to be held on Monday 20th October 2008 in the Committee Room at The Old School Community Centre at 8.00 p.m.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Town Sign – Progress report and agree actions prior to November meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Planning application had been submitted to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Feedback on road white line at West Door of Church
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith declared an interest and left the meeting. Following the decision to remove the white line at the October meeting and the meeting with Kevin Shipp, Cllr. K. Haisman had discussed this with Reverend John Rankin and obtained the views of the Parish Church expressed by Mr. Collecott in Parishioners Question Time.  It was felt that while a balance had to be struck with the need for parking it was considered important that due respect be shown.  Cllr. K. Mison proposed that the white line remain, this was seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.  Cllr. L. Warmington explained that it was possible for cars to park in the Cemetery if needed at a funeral.    Cllr. J. Smith rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	21
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/08/1355 – Replacement render – 23 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/08/1354 – Erection of 1800mm high chain link fencing and entrance gates to front of paddock – Thornton House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/08/1361 – Erection of single storey detached garage to include greenhouse and utility space (following demolition of existing garage) – Saddlers Cottage, Well Lane, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/08/1394 – Erection of (i) single storey rear extension with attached raised platform and steps (ii) replace flat roof of existing single storey extension with pitched – 2 Chilton Hall Cottages, Chilton Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	e)
	TCA08/1682 – (i) Fell six Sycamore trees on the front boundary (ii) to remove largest stem from one lime tree (iii) to raise the crowns of two oak trees by 2 metres (iv) to fell 50% of the sycamore trees growing on the boundary between the meadow and the garden (approximately twenty trees) (v) fell one eucalyptus tree (vi) fell six sycamore trees growing adjacent to the river (vii) fell one sycamore tree on the river bank and (viii) coppice one Alder tree on the river bank – Thornton House, Ashen Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	SE/08/1393 – Erection of (i) two storey rear extension (ii) single storey side and front extensions (iii) conservatory to rear (iv) replacement of flat roof with pitched roof to garage – Jarahdene, Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	h)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/0284 – 18 Gilbert Road, Clare – Amendment to planning permission – granted
	

	
	TCA08/1662 – The Griffins, Well Lane, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1154 – 17 Mortimer Place, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1255 and 1256 – 31 Callis Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Discuss funding support to clubs and societies in order to maintain community access.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed to the public at 9.05 p.m.
	


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th October 2008

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Ruth Horton had sent a written report.  A breakdown of the crimes in Clare was reported.  PC Brendan McKenna has left to work in the Sudbury area and has been replaced by PC Trish Sinclair.  The Clerk was asked to inform the Police that there had been a fight outside the Chinese take-away on Friday 10th October in the early evening – this was a worrying occurrence.  Concern was also expressed about the number of youths cycling on the pavements.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	Mr. Collecott on behalf of the Parish Church thanked Cllr. R. Gee for repairing the blocks on the churchyard wall so quickly.  With regard to the white line outside the west door, the Church would prefer this to remain.  Although the white line it is not enforceable, in conjunction with the noticeboard put outside on the pavement for funerals or weddings, it is a deterrent to people parking there.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	A parishioner in Clare had contacted County Cllr. Jane Midwood expressing concern about safety issues at Chilton Street following an accident there.  Cllr. Midwood had asked Kevin Shipp to review this although it is unlikely that any changes will be made.  Cllr. Midwood fully supported the C.L.A.R.E. group in their forthcoming meetings both with Jim Knight and Suffolk County Council officers. 

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Borough Cllr. Jane Bone informed the Parish Council of the meetings she had attended.


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

	
	Mr. Litton, Chairman of CADS
	Re:  Affordable Community Space.  The Clerk read out an  e:mail from Mr. Litton which was received after the agenda was circulated. CADS are currently looking at alternative venues to the Town Hall inside and outside of Clare.  They are loath to leave either the Town Hall or the town itself but unfortunately after paying for hall rental (even when at a discounted rate) three quarters of their productions are running at a heavy loss.  A discussion followed. As CHOC is the management committee it is their responsibility, not the Parish Council’s, to manage their business.  However, it was agreed to write to CHOC to request their viewpoint and bring forward to the November meeting. The difficulties facing local community groups were discussed.  Action:  Clerk.

	1
	Mike Dawson, Acting Chief Executive, St. Edmundsbury

Borough Council
	Re:  Parish Council Conference.  To be held on 6th November at Hawstead Village Hall, The Green, Hawstead between 4.00 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.  Programme is likely to include presentations on Emergency Plans, fuel poverty and how to reduce heating bills and save energy, information from Suffolk ACRE about Parish Plans and updates on Local Government Review, Rural Services Action Plan and SNTs.  Inform Clerk if interested in attending.

	2
	Richard Ward, Director, Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:  Community Planner – Independent Help with Your Community on Planning.  SPS holds planning and training workshops for organizations to be empowered by improving their knowledge.  There are growing demands for help in this area.  Would the PC support their proposal to employ a Community Planner to ensure communities have available to them the necessary independent expertise to enable them to work with the planning system from an informed position.  Would the PC be prepared to make a contribution towards the cost of them working for the PC?  Noted.

	3
	Guy McGregor, Portfolio Holder for Roads and Transport, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Passenger transport issues raised by the Parish Council.  Detailed response to our letter of 5th August 2008.  To be read out.  Noted.

	4
	Communities and Local Government
	Re:  The making and enforcement of byelaws – A consultation.  Invites views on the proposed new procedure which will enable authorities to make certain byelaws without the need for scrutiny by the Secretary of State.  Deadline 20th November.   Noted.

	5
	Tim Yeo M.P.
	Re:  Unitary Government in Suffolk.  Thank you for copy letter.  Personally believes that the status quo is the most desirable option for Suffolk.  Will continue to argue for this privately.

	6
	Forest Heath District Council, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, Waveney District Council
	Re:  Unitary Government in Suffolk.  Issued joint press release supporting unitary councils for East Suffolk, West Suffolk and North Haven.  Estimate that savings of £30m a year between them will be made after set-up costs. To be put in Circulation folder.

	7


	Shona Bendix, Chief Executive Officer, Suffolk Association of Local Councils
	Re:  Local Government Review in Suffolk. SALC Executive decided that it would be highly irregular for a countywide membership Association to promote a particular concept as from the outset it was clear that there were many strong and divergent views emerging from the councils.  Encloses copy of letter to The Boundary Committee of England.  To be put in Circulation folder.

	8
	John Collecott, Secretary, The Clare Society
	Re:  Unitary Government in Suffolk.  Copy of their e:mail to The Boundary Committee for England supporting two unitary authorities, namely West Suffolk (based in Bury St. Edmunds) and East Suffolk (based in Ipswich, including Lowestoft) providing it is established well in advance of any change, engages local communities and how responsibilities are to be devolved to each tier.  Copy to be put in Circulation folder.  

	9
	Kevin Shipp, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Various issues Clare.  Confirms agreement at recent meeting.  Includes copy of letter to Mr. and Mrs. Trinder who raised concerns about the various dangers at the junction.  Mr. Shipp confirms that subject to funding, a review of traffic regulation orders could take place in the new financial year and this will be an opportunity for the Parish Council to highlight where there are any areas of concern.

	10
	TCN Consultation Team, NATS
	Re:  Terminal Control North – Consultation.  Currently assessing feedback from consultation.  Key areas where further options are being considered include the location of, and procedures for, arrival routes/holds for Luton, Stansted and London City.  If any of the current work leads to any proposed options that are significantly different from those contained in the consultation this may lead to a further consultation.

	11
	Mayor’s Secretary, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Christmas Lights.  The Mayor is delighted and honoured to perform this annual ceremony.


Items 5 – 11 noted.
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