
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18th September 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Roger Gee, Jim Meikle, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Les Warmington;  Clerks: Ailsa Jobson and Sharon Benson; one parishioner
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. P. Daniels, K. Mison, County Councillor Jane Midwood and Borough Councillor Jane Bone.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council’s good wishes were sent to Cllr. P. Daniels following his accident.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest.  None declared at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st August
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Permission granted to 1st Clare Brownie Pack and Poppy Appeal to hold market stalls on Market Hill on 1st and 8th November respectively.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Meeting with Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council agreed for 10.00 a.m. on Thursday 25th September.  Cllr. A. Parsley, and/or Cllrs. J. Smith/J. Meikle/R. Gee to attend if possible.   Agreed to raise:  1) number of designated car parking spaces outside Trinders be increased from two to three 2) the removal of the extended white line outside the west door of the Church.  Clerk to write to PCC advising them of this and need to put up boards for no parking when funerals/weddings taking place.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	
	Overgrown hedge at Hermitage Close to be followed up with landowner by Cllr. R. Gee.
	Cllr. R. Gee

	
	
	

	
	Overgrown hedge on Cavendish Road.  To be followed up with landowner.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	


	
	Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Audit report.  The Chairman reported that following the recommendation of the auditor BDO Stoy Hayward the reconciliation difference of £90.00 outstanding from 2005/06 be written off.  This was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Precept.   Awaiting budgets from CHOC, CPFA, Cemetery and Street Cleaning.  Dedicated precept meeting to be arranged in early to mid October.
	Finance Officer/Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning  Nothing to report
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery.  Grass cutting tenders under consideration.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Website.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Finance.  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  None received.
	

	
	ii)
	Terms and conditions for employees and contractors (to be held in camera).  Agreed to move this item to the end of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	12
	A proposal from the Street Cleaning Committee that they merge with the Cemetery Committee and, if agreed, approve the membership of the proposed new Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. A. Parsley summarized the reasoning behind the merger of the two Committees and this was proposed, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – All progressing well.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – Received Silver Award from Anglia in Bloom.  The Nuttery, Clare Castle Country Park and the Town Centre all nominated for Special Awards.  Judges’ notes to be put in circulation folder.  Write to CiB Committee to offer congratulations on their success.  Write to CBA so they can inform their members.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Christmas Lights – All progressing well.
	

	
	
	

	
	First Responders Group – Whilst CLASP had provided the defibrillators the  Group required funding for advertising, expenses and basic hygiene equipment.  They had suggested making a collection at the Christmas Lights event.  After discussion it was felt that it was important to keep the event separate from fund raising. However, it was suggested that they approach the Parish Council for a donation and also CLASP. 
	Cllr. J. Meikle/

Chairman

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – John Humphrey, the Treasurer and Fixtures Secretary had retired.  Thanks were expressed to Mr. Humphrey and Mr. Martin for their long standing commitment to the Playing Field Association.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Dog fouling - There has been an increasing amount of complaints about dogs fouling and their owners not clearing up after them.  The suggestion of dog bins to be reviewed by Street Cleaning committee.  Specific complaints had been received about a parishioner.  To be followed up by Chairman.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	
	SALC – Chairman had attended recent Area meeting.  They will be submitting a letter to the Boundary Committee on input received from all Parish Councils.  e-Consultation Hub information passed to Clerk.  Proposal for Haverhill to have a minor injury/preventative measures centre.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting with Jim Nunn, West Suffolk Highways Manager – Report circulated.  Jobs had been prioritized.  Concern was expressed about the Clare to Stoke by Clare road closure in half term week and the proposal that lorries travelling from Cavendish will be required to turn right up the High Street.  The road is narrow outside the Guildhall Doctors’ Surgery and always congested with parked cars.  It was suggested that lorries might turn right at the Bell Corner.  It was also requested that sufficient notices and signs be put up so everyone will be aware of road closure.  Clerk to contact Mr. Nunn.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Boundary Committee of England’s proposals – Report back following attendance at meetings; agreement on Parish Council’s position and response.
	

	
	
	

	
	Thanks to Cllrs. J. Smith, J. Meikle and L. Warmington for their attendance at meetings.  
	

	
	
	

	
	All the available information had been considered and a draft response had been drawn up for consideration.  Concern was particularly expressed that there is 1) no financial data available 2) community boards are undemocratic  3) Lowestoft now to be included making a total of six options.  The Parish Council’s preferred option is the case for North Haven stands, Lowestoft to be included in East Suffolk unitary authority with a separate West Suffolk Unitary Authority.  Cllr. J. Meikle proposed that the tabled response be sent to The Boundary Committee of England.  This was seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Schools Reorganisation Review 
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education)
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle gave an update.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Future working of the Parish Council and Committees – feedback from Workshop and agree next steps
	

	
	
	

	
	Following the Workshop four key areas had been highlighted 1) Taking a lead 2) Being inclusive 3) Delivering value for money and 4) Managing our business effectively.  A discussion followed and it was agreed to hold a further Workshop in early November to gather the action points under each heading.  Cllr.  T. Sharp agreed to prepare a “mission statement” for the website.  Cllr. T. Sharp was thanked for all the work he had done .
	Cllr. T. Sharp
/Clerk

Cllr. T. Sharp



	
	
	

	17
	Parish Plan – Report back from Working Party and agree future actions
	

	
	
	

	
	A meeting with the Chairman, Cllr. J. Meikle and Matt Lovejoy had been held to progress the posters for the public meeting on Wednesday 8th October in the Town Hall.  These will be sent to the associations already contacted.  Presentation being prepared.  Offer of support from Chairman of Horringer Parish Council.   Councillors were asked to encourage support.
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Appointment of a Councillor to join Parish Plan Working Party.  It was agreed that Cllr. L. Warmington will join this Working Party. 
	

	
	
	

	18
	Traffic Survey – Progress report and next steps following collation of survey data
	

	
	
	

	
	Survey results have been inputted.  Further meeting to be held in mid-October.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Town Sign – Progress report and agree actions prior to October meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Jim Nunn had been shown the proposed site and was happy with this subject to checks being made re cabling etc. below ground.  The area was subsequently scanned and showed that there was no cabling in the area of the foundations.  Licence will need to be obtained from Suffolk County Council.  St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to be contacted to confirm whether planning permission is required.
	Cllr. A. Parsley

	
	
	

	20
	Sustainable Communities Act 2007 -  Summary to be provided by the Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman summarized.  To be put in circulation folder.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	TCA08/1662 – Fell a group of seven fruit trees – The Griffins, Well Lane, Clare.  To ratify Recommended Approval
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/08/1255 – Erection of (i) single storey extension to existing studio on east elevation (following demolition of existing garage) and (ii) new entrance gate – 31 Callis Street, Clare.  Comment:  Be aware that there is a underground drainage culvert from the Primary School to Grove House.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1675 – Fell one ash tree – To rear of 7 Bridewell Street, Clare.
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1676 – Fell one eucalyptus tree – 28 Callis Street, Clare.
	

	
	
	

	
	Recommended approval for a), b) and c) was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously (see comment on b).
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/0969 – 1 Townsend, Snow Hill, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA08/1650 – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0901 and SE/08/0900 – Auction Room, Church Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed to the public at 9.15 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Michael Blakenham, Chairman,

Suffolk Together. 
	Re:  Boundary Committee proposals.  Urging people to respond by deadline.  

Re:  Copy letter to Boundary Committee.  Suffolk Together’s recommendation is for four unitary authorities for Suffolk thus eliminating entire layer of local government.    Believe that Boundary Commission’s only two options is a retrograde step.  To be considered under agenda item 14.

	2
	Marianne Hulland, Corporate Communications Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re: Keeping the ‘local’ in ‘local government’.  Copy of joint press release from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, Forest Heath District Council and Waveney District Council.   Propose three unitary authorities – West Suffolk, East Suffolk and North Haven with Lowestoft brought back into Suffolk.  To be considered under agenda item 14.

	3
	Richard Ward, Director, Suffolk Preservation Society 
	Re:  Copy of letter to Boundary Committee.  Society cannot support Boundary Committee proposals as they are fundamentally flawed and not acceptable (detailed letter giving reasons).  To be considered under agenda item 14.

	4
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  St. Edmundsbury Housing Strategy 2008 – 2013 and Homelessness Strategy 2008 – 2013.  Draft strategies for consultation until 1st October 2008.  www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk, click on Council Services.  Noted.

	5
	Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:  Planning Training Workshops.  “Your involvement in the Planning System” 5th November 2008 from 09.30 – 15.15 at Blackbourne Hall, Elmswell and “Local Development Framework” 19th November 2008 from 09.30 – 15.15, same venue.  Noted.

	6
	John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society and Nick Smith, Chairman, Clare Business Association.
	Re:  Large HGV’s on the A1092 through Clare.  Report on meeting held with Cllr. Guy McGregor, Roads and Transport Portfolio holder for SCC and Nick Smith’s response. Issue on-going with the Parish Council – to be followed up if thought fit. Chairman summarised. To be put in circulation folder.

	7
	Michelle Allen, Secretary, CADS
	Re:  Medieval Day.  Would like to hold a meeting with 1 or 2 representatives of interested parties.  Will consider setting up a Working Party to assess the feasibility in broad terms of holding such an event, rather than a detailed focus on what could be included in the day.  Meeting to be held on Monday 29th September in the Cavendish Suite at The Bell Hotel 8.00 p.m. start.  Cllr. J. Smith will attend if possible.


	8
	Ben Woolnough, Planning Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re: Proposed removal of BT payphones.  Final notice has been sent to BT detailing payphones worthy of retention.  A new scheme has been introduced called ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ which allows Parish Councils to apply to take ownership of a kiosk without the payphone mechanism in place.  May prove welcome to PCs who wish to retain their kiosk based on its historic or visual importance to the village but its use has proven too low to warrant retention.

	9
	Mrs. Olive Smith, Secretary, Clare and District Horticultural Society
	Re:  Parish Plan meeting in October.  Will be agenda item at their next monthly meeting.

	10
	Mrs. Barbara Peck, Secretary, Clare Over 60’s Club
	Re:  Members’ suggestions.  To be retained in file for consideration at later date.


Items 8 – 10 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18th September 2008

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	No report.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner expressed concern about the wrong alignment of the finger posts causing confusion to visitors.  To be followed up with St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Poor condition of information/town trail boards.  To be cleaned where necessary.  Action: Clerk.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Cllr. Jane Midwood has pledged £500 out of her Locality budget for the refurbishment of the Clare Scouts kitchen.  The Chairman summarised her report and Suffolk County Council’s support for a One Suffolk unitary authority.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.
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