
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21st August 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Patrick Daniels, Roger Gee, Keith Mison, June Smith, Les Warmington;  Clerk: Ailsa Jobson; County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone, PCSO Foster, four parishioners.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. A. Parsley, J. Meikle and T. Sharp and Finance Officer Sharon Benson.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest.  None received at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Presentation by Mike Dawson, Acting Chief Executive of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, on the Boundary Committee of England’s proposals followed by discussion.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Police Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th July 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Transport from Bury St. Edmunds to Clare for Guided Walk.  Clerk to contact Sharon Fairweather, Tourist Officer at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council with regard to sightseeing bus and the suggestion of combining with other towns, i.e. Lavenham.  
	Clerk

	
	
	


	
	Re:  Village of the Year presentation.  Suggested that this is done either at the unveiling of the interpretation board at The Nuttery or in Bury St. Edmunds.  Clerk to progress with St. Edmundsbury.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  St. Edmundsbury Planning Parish Conference – Monday 29th September at 4.00 p.m.  Cllrs. J. Smith and A. Parsley to attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  St. Edmundsbury Countryside Forum – Wednesday 24th September at 4.00 p.m.  Councillors to let Clerk know if they wish to attend.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	


	
	Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery.  Headstones to be corrected.  Tree work specification to be sent out.  Repair to War Memorial completed.  Three quotations received for repair to Cemetery gates.  Cllr. K. Mison proposed acceptance of the quotation from T & B Blast Cleaning Services, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Website.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Finance.  Drainage Easement for Eastfield House is progressing.  
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 – funding for a) Vitalise (£150.00) and Clare Seekers (£100.00) proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	ii)
	Recommendation from the Finance Committee for the precept budgeting process.  The Chairman circulated a proposal for the Precept to be divided into ten categories, i.e. Administration, Financial, Street Cleaning etc.  with a Category “owner” i.e. Parish Clerk for Administration.  Owners will then be responsible for listing a description of expenditure proposed for 2009/10. A discussion followed.  The proposal was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by the majority, one abstention.  It was agreed to write to both CPFA and CHOC requesting an estimate of what they are likely to require so this can be taken into account in precept planning at the end of September by the Finance Committee. 
	

	
	iii)
	Terms and conditions for employees (to be held in camera).  Agreed to move this item to the end of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports 
	

	
	
	

	
	None.
	

	
	
	


	14
	Schools Reorganisation Review – To receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education).
	

	
	
	

	
	No report.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Future working of the Parish Council and Commitees
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting to be held on Thursday 4th September at 7.00 p.m. in Halls 1 & 2 at The Old School.  Cllr. T. Sharp to speak to Cllr. P. Daniels to obtain his views.
	Chairman/
Cllr. T. Sharp

	
	
	

	16
	Parish Plan – Report back from Working Party and agree further actions
	

	
	
	

	
	Twenty eight groups/societies have been written to explaining what a Parish Plan is and seeking their support at the inaugural meeting on 8th October 2008.  Publicity to be done around the town.  If anybody has any knowledge of the quality of support that Suffolk ACRE has provided on a parish plan please let the Chairman know.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Traffic Survey – Progress report and next steps following collation of survey data
	

	
	
	

	
	Information currently being put on spreadsheets.  Working Party meeting to be arranged.  The Chairman agreed to join this Working Party.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Christmas Lights – Agreement on how to proceed with organization for 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith outlined the proposed organisation and it was agreed to run along the same lines as previous years.  Agreement to be made nearer the time on assistance from other Parish Councillors.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Town Sign - To reconsider and agree location of Town Sign and agree next steps (paper circulated) (subject can be revisited now decision is over six months old)
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Mison summarized the reasoning behind the proposal to move from the agreed site at Westfield to Nethergate Street which was suggested in the original plans.  Sign will be a very similar size to that at Horringer.  The proposal to site the sign in Nethergate Street was proposed Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Planning application to be submitted.
	Cllr. K. Mison/

Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/08/0900 (Amended) – Erection of 2no. dwellings (ii) conversion of existing building to dwelling (following partial demolition of auction room) (Re-submission) as amended by revised site location plan received on 15th July 2008 and amended window details received on 23rd July 2008 – The Auction Room, Church Street, Clare
	

	
	SE/08/0901 – Erection of 2no. dwellings (ii) conversion of existing building to dwelling (following partial demolition of auction room) (Amended scheme to the approved under SE/05/1032) as amended by revised site location plan received on 15th July 2008 and amended window details received on 23rd July 2008 – Auction Room, Clare
	

	
	To ratify Recommended Refusal.  This was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	TCA08/1650 – (i) 40% crown reduction to one Willow tree (T1 on plan); (ii) 25% reduction in height to one Willow tree (T2 on plan) and (iii) fell one Willow tree (T3 on plan) – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/08/1154 – Erection of single storey side and rear extension – 17 Mortimer Place, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Use of wood is out of character with neighbouring properties.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/08/0969 – (i) Erection of first floor side extension and (ii) lean-to roof over existing single storey flat roofed rear extension as amended by letter and plan received 1/8/08 and 4/8/08 which extends the existing ground floor side extension forward, reduce the size of the rear proposed first floor window, reduces the size of the proposed first floor extension and proposes render for the proposed first floor extension – 1 Townsend, Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/0852 – 22 Clarence Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0833 – 39a Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0896 – 1 Hundon Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0950 – 29a High Street, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/08/0955 and SE/08/0956 – BJ Butcher Newsagent, Well Lane, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0928 and SE/08/0929 – Co-operative, Market Hill, Clare - Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0084 and SE/08/0222 – Slaughter House, 1 Chilton Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0902 – Home Farm, Chilton Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/1001 – 2 Daneum Holt, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	21 
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed to the public at 9.23 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Cllr. John Griffiths, Leader and Mike Dawson, Acting Chief Executive, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Special Parish Council Conference.  West Suffolk unitary council remains preferred option.  At the beginning of September anticipate knowing whether it is viable to put forward new arguments for East, West and Ipswich authorities.  Special Parish Council Conference to be held on Friday 5th September 2008 from 4.00 p.m.  Who can attend?  Cllrs. Haisman, Meikle and Smith to attend.  Action:  Clerk.

	2
	Cllr. John Griffiths, Leader, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Boundary changes consultation.  Encloses briefing pack with information about proposal and St. Edmundsbury Borough Council’s views following early discussion among Councillors.  Offering to attend meeting.  (Agenda item 3).  Noted.

	3
	Ivor Ellingham, Secretary, Clare ExServicemen’s Social Club and Roy Sutton, Secretary, Clare Bowls Club
	Re:  Car parking survey.  There have been previous surveys of this type and on each occasion it has been suggested using land occupied by Social Club and Clare Bowls Club to provide car park.  Last time this idea was put forward was 1996/98.  At a meeting attended by the County Council (SCC) who owns the land in question they made it clear they would never allow it to be used as a car park because 1) SCC had provided car park in Country Park and 2) site is declared an Ancient Monument which as yet has not been investigated.  If the land became available because of the closure of the Social and Bowls Club they would allow it to revert to natural grassland as an extension of the play area.  

Hopes this summary will add to information which survey has collected and may save time in pursuing a solution which has already been tested.  Needless to say if this solution is suggested again both Clubs would strongly oppose it.  Noted.  The Parish Council is currently information gathering and not at the stage of considering options.  Action:  Clerk.

	4
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Traffic Management Issues – Clare.  Response to our letter.  Original contact with PCSO Carroll-Beer was on the telephone concerning on-going traffic problems.  As was passing through Clare he suggested an informal walkabout to clear up any confusion.   Always willing to meet with Councillors at any time and apologises that informal meeting was taken in such a way.  Disagrees with comments that the meeting with PCSO Carroll-Beer was not appropriate as she is only a junior member.  She has first hand knowledge of the area and is well respected locally and works with the local community.

Changes to Traffic Regulation Orders in Clare have been presented to full Cabinet and agreed.  Will arrange for signing/lining works to take place.  Slight amendment to advertised proposals is that two residents in Malting Lane and the proprietors of the Antiques Warehouse will each received a parking permit to allow for off-road parking in Clare Castle Country Park for a five year period.  Noted.


	5
	Mr. B. Michell, Malting Lane resident
	Re:  Access and parking outside 9 and 11 Malting Lane.  Encloses copy of letter to Parish Council dated 9th April to which he awaits reply. Will resist any attempt to prevent his access to land in front of his house which access has been freely available since property was built (200 years).  Is aware that SCC is proposing restricting his access to this land.  SCC has not produced any evidence that they own this land and they have no legal right to take this action.  Looks to Parish Council to back his claim.   Letter of 9th April 2008 not received.

	6
	Mr. B. Michell, Malting Lane resident and also on behalf of neighbour, Mr. Martin Walker
	Re:  Access and parking outside 9 and 11 Malting Lane.  Copy of letter dated 9th April 2008.  Requests support of PC in fight against SCC who have a proposal to prevent vehicular access to common land in front of house.  Few years ago the River Authority erected lockable posts to prevent uncontrolled parking in the area they use for access to the river.  Mr. Michell and neighbour were given keys to posts on the condition that they would not leave vehicles there when not occupying their houses.  If the proposed action is taken by SCC they will insist on keys to allow access as shown on their deeds (copy sent to PC 3 years ago).  Noted.  This is an issue between Suffolk County Council and resident to resolve.  Clerk to write to Mr. Michell.  Action:  Clerk.

	7
	Louise Prior, Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, Havebury
	Re:  Car parking in Gosford Close.  Reply to our letter re cars parking in and around Gosford Close and request for no parking signs.  Havebury does not maintain any grassed areas in Gosford Close.  Is parking a concern on areas of grass in Erbury Place?  Clerk to follow up with Cllr. J. Meikle.  Action:  Clerk/Cllr. J. Meikle

	8
	Adrian Cannard, Head of Planning and Housing, East of England Regional Assembly (EERA)
	Re:  Review of East of England plan – consultation on draft project plan and statement of public participation.  The East of England Plan was published by Secretary of State in May.  EERA to review Plan, in particular to roll forward to the Plan up to 2031.  EERA’s proposals set out in draft project plan (explains how revised Plan will be prepared, process, timetable and work required) and statement of public participation (proposals for stakeholder and public participation). Documents and response form are on www.eera.gov.uk  Deadline for responses is Monday 15th September 2008.  No action.  Noted.

	9
	Simon Pickering, Youth and Community Development Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  WOS UP.  Rural Youth Project 2008.  Touring villages this summer to carry out informal youth work and consult with young people on activities they would like to happen.  A 4x4 vehicle has been equipped with sports equipment and laptops to provide informal activities.  Sessions will initially take place on Wednesday and Thursday evenings at Ixworth, Stanton, Barrow and Kedington.  However if you are aware of young people congregating in village and would like to team to visit please let them know.  Additionally they hope to fund and deliver other activities (i.e. arts based workshops, trips outside area, sports coaching) in rural areas for young people so if aware of existing groups which are keen to get involved please let them know.  To be passed to Youth Club, Scouts and Guides.  Action:  Clerk

	10
	Daniel Sage, Strategy and Policy Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Keep Britain Tidy (KBT).  KBT is launching England’s first ever Big Tidy Up during September 2008.  St. Edmundsbury is encouraging as many people as possible to get involved.  Log on at www.thebigtidyup.org to register and be sent a tidy up kit.  Also phone 01284 757457 for litter sticks and arrange collection of rubbish.

	11
	John Martin, Clare Playingfield Association
	Re:  Sports Pavilion 2008.  Final account received from main contractors (£15,011.26). N.B. Paid.  Retention of 2.5% is being held (£8,131.61) for six months from completion date at which time a final “snagging” list will be prepared and contractor asked to deal with these issues.  Once completed retention will be released.

	12
	Graham Gunby, Minerals and Waste Policy Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re: Waste Core Strategy Issues and Options Documents and “Call for Sites” and Sustainability Appraisal.  SCC has published consultation paper as part of Waste Development Framework.  Consultation from 11th August – 10th October 2008.  Call for suitable sites for Residual Waste Treatment Facilities and non-hazardous landfill sites.  Comments on www.suffolk.jdi-consult.net/ldf/ 

	13
	Graham Gunby, Minerals and Waste Policy Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Minerals Specific Site Allocations Submission Documents.  Consultation from 1st August – 12th September 2008.  Comments on  

www.suffolk.jdi-consult.net/ldf/

	14
	Gary Kitching, Assistant Chief Constable, Suffolk Constabulary
	Re:  Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  Review has been completed.  Key changes in the autumn are 1) moving from 47 to 30 SNTs but no reduction in number of officers – some teams will merge and be renamed 2) ensure that PCSOs and Police Constables focus their time on SNT work and not abstracted to perform other duties 3) each SNT to have dedicated Team Sergeant to work with team for at least 80% of the day 4) ensure SNTs deal with issues that communities see as priorities.

	15
	Robert Lee, Technician/Egnineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Resurfacing.  Resurfacing work will commence on Monday 18th August for 5 days.  A1092 from Wixoe through Clare will be closed.  Area that is being resurfaced is from Daneum Holt to 40 speed limit sign.

	16
	Cllr. Mrs. Rona Burt, Village of the Year Co-ordinator
	Re:  SCC Village of the Year.  Not successful going forward to final round.  (Clare came 5th out of 9th – Judges were impressed by First Responders, good clubs and activities)

	17
	Joy Bowes, Head of Legal & Democratic Services, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Councillors’ Register of Interest.  Standards Committee reminder to all councillors that under the Code of Conduct  councillors have an obligation to update their Register within 28 days of any changes occurring.  Clerk reminded all Councillors to advise her of any changes.

	18
	Tim Yeo M.P.
	Re:  Boundary Committee consultation.  Acknowledges Parish Council’s response and noted views.


	19
	Jim Nunn, Highways Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Weed spraying.  They will check Highfields but with continued wet weather it has been a difficult year.  First cycle of spraying has been completed and second is underway.  Should improve situation at Highfields but if necessary will ask contractor to re-spray.  Drains in Nethergate Street were cleaned w/b 4th August 2008.

	20
	Ron Longland, Secretary, Clare Business Association
	Re:  Link between Clare and Châtillon-sur-Indre.  Copies of correspondence between CBA and Mr. Coombes following the visit of the French fire fighters.  To be agenda item at a future meeting.  Action:  Chairman/Clerk.


Items 10 – 20 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 21st August 2008

	3
	Presentation by Mike Dawson, Acting Chief Executive of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council (SEBC), on the Boundary Committee of England’s proposals followed by discussion

	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed Mr. Dawson to the meeting.

	
	

	
	Mr. Dawson summarised the Boundary Committee proposals with their preferred option being a unitary Council for Ipswich, Lowestoft moving into Norfolk and the remainder of Suffolk being one unitary authority.

	
	

	
	The consultation period runs until 26th September 2008.  The Boundary Committee will then make its recommendation for one preferred option to the Secretary of State by 31st December 2008.  The Secretary of State will take four weeks to consider.

	
	

	
	SEBC considers that a unitary authority would make sense in terms of clarity of services.  However, they believe that a West Suffolk authority with an East Suffolk authority, possibly including Ipswich, would recognise the different community needs.  They would wish for a Unitary Authority to work closely with local communities.  The Chairman said that the Parish Council supported a West Suffolk Unitary Authority.

	
	

	
	Mr. Dawson emphasised the good working relationship that SEBC have with Suffolk County Council (SCC).  Both Councils have to prepare costings for their preferred options and be able to deliver savings over a five year period.  

	
	

	
	An interesting discussion followed.  Concern was expressed about a number of issues including:

· the proposal for Community Boards made up of elected and un-elected members. 

· the importance of having elected members representing the people.
· the difficulty of providing quality of service to what potentially may be a very large area.

	
	

	
	Mr. Dawson and the Chairman re-iterated the need for individuals and organisations to respond to the consultation and to support arguments with evidence.

	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked Mr. Dawson for attending the meeting.

	
	

	4
	Police Report

	
	

	
	No reported crimes. Parking issues are continuing to be addressed.

	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	Mrs. Little passed on information about the Sustainable Communities Act for consideration by the Parish Council.

	
	

	
	Mrs. Neal re-iterated concerns about the lack of public transport.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council was awaiting a response from Suffolk County Council.  

	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Cllr. Jane Midwood had attended a recent Safer Neighbourhood Tasking Group meeting and parking issues in Clare will continue to be addressed.

	
	

	
	A productive meeting was held with Cllr. J. Smith, Mr. Baker (SCC Highways) and mobility vehicle users to look at problem areas in the town.  Simple and inexpensive measures can be put into place.

	
	

	
	County Cllr. Jane Midwood gave her apologies for the meeting in September with Jim Nunn.

	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.
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