
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17th July 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Patrick Daniels, Roger Gee, Jim Meikle (part), Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Les Warmington;  Clerk: Ailsa Jobson; one parishioner
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. J. Meikle (for part attendance), County Councillor Jane Midwood, Borough Councillor Jane Bone and Finance Officer Sharon Benson
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest.  Cllr. J. Smith – 21h) and 21i); Cllr. T. Sharp – 21h); Cllr. P. Daniels - 21g); Cllr. R. Gee 21b) and 21c); Cllr. L. Warmington – 21 k).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th June 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated and noted.  From meeting held on 19th June 2008 – St. Edmundsbury confirmed on 27th November 2007 that they will maintain the grant of £3,000 towards the Christmas Lights.
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Guided Walk in Clare.  Ascertain how many people requested transport.  Check compatability of bus 374 timetable.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Meeting with County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Mick Baker (SCC Highways), Cllr. J. Smith and mobility vehicle users arranged for 29th July 2008 at 11.00 a.m.
	

	
	
	

	
	Annual meeting arranged with Jim Nunn, SCC Highways, on Tuesday 16th September.  Councillors K. Haisman, J. Meikle and A. Parsley to attend.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to move agenda item 14) to this part of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	


	
	Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr.  A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – Clerk to contact Jim Nunn re 1) weed spraying, particularly pavements in Highfield, and request knapsack sprayer rather than vehicle spraying 2) clearing of gutters/drains in Nethergate Street.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery.  Report circulated. Tree work/grass cutting going out to tender.  Awaiting quote for refurbishment of cemetery gates, shed door and frame.  
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Website.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 – funding for a) Traffic Survey printing and b) payment for Hall Hire for Clare Combined Charities for collection of allotment rents proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  Cllr. P. Daniels to follow up with Turners fish van.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	ii)
	Terms and conditions for employees and contractors (to be held in camera).  Agreed to move this item to the end of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Reports including the Playing Field Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	Village of the Year judging with Suffolk County Council – result at the end of July.
	

	
	
	


	
	Anglia in Bloom judging day – result in September.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. J. Smith and Ailsa Jobson for their contribution to the excellent Clare in Bloom Gardens Open Day at the end of June.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association – Grand Opening on 5th July went very well.  Now in the process of business planning.  CPFA will be meeting with CHOC over the summer period.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – All repairs highlighted in Kevin Hurley’s report have now been addressed.  The difficulties experienced by the pre-school in meeting the requirements of Ofsted in the Old School were discussed and the Chairman of CHOC has written accordingly to Ofsted.  The importance to the community of the pre-school was highlighted and the need to continue working together to try and resolve any problems.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to move agenda item 21 to this part of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Update on Boundary Committee proposals and agree next steps for consultation within Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	The Boundary Committee draft proposals for unitary local government in Norfolk and Suffolk have been published.  Their favoured option is for Lowestoft to move into Norfolk, Ipswich and Felixstowe (Haven Gateway) to be a separate unitary authority and for the remainder of Suffolk to be one unitary authority.  After discussion it was agreed to approach 1) neighbouring parish councils to ask them if they are prepared to have discussions on a possible joint response (local relevant societies and organizations in Clare to be invited) 2) St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to understand their response to this proposal.  The Parish Council’s opinion will be based on what is considered to be the best for Clare.   It was agreed that the Cllrs. K. Haisman, J. Smith, J. Meikle and L. Warmington will meet to prepare a document summarizing the proposals for distribution to all households in Clare.
	Chairman

Chairman

	
	
	

	14
	Schools Reorganisation Review 
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education)
	

	
	
	

	
	The Roadshow meetings have had a large amount of support from parents, community and other Parish Councils and are progressing along well.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Following on from this a meeting with four local newspapers and representatives of societies and groups in Clare has been arranged for Thursday 24th July at 3.00 p.m.  Clerk to book Halls 1 & 2 in the Old School.  This will to publicise all the excellent events etc. that have been happening in Clare this year, i.e. new Sports Pavilion, Village of the Year, Open Gardens Day etc.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	15
	Report on views received to date on the future working of the Parish Council and Committees
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman had collated everybody’s thoughts and suggestions.  This paper was circulated. It was agreed 1) to have a separate Working Group meeting comprising all Councillors, Clerk and Finance Officer to progress 2) Cllr. T. Sharp will be the facilitator 3) meeting to be arranged in August/September.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	Parish Plan – Report back from Working Party meeting and agree future actions
	

	
	
	

	
	As previously advised the public meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th October.  Local groups in Clare will be contacted asking for support from their members.  Sharon Benson to investigate grants available for funding the Parish Plan. 
	Chairman/
Clerk

Finance Officer

	
	
	

	17
	Traffic Survey – Progress report and consider options for analysis of data collected
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith reported that this has gone well.  One more survey to be done.  Two problem areas have been highlighted  1) charges for parking in the Country Park are too high 2) restricted parking is not policed.   The Parish Council re-iterated its support for the outcome of the survey.  It was suggested that after the data is collected it was then St. Edmundsbury’s responsibility to draw a conclusion as to whether a car park is needed and, if so, where.  Agenda item at August meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Town Sign – Progress report and agree actions prior to August meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	All going well. Planning applications underway.  Storage required for whole sign.  Cllr. P. Daniels and K. Mison to approach Mr. Lord.
	Cllrs. P. Daniels/K. Mison

	
	
	

	19
	To agree appointment of Parish Council representative as Trustee of Clare Ancient House Museum following the resignation of Mrs. Carole Ovenden
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Mrs. Peggy Smith be appointed.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Review appointment of a Parish Councillor to be responsible for monitoring offences under the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Mison to revert back to Parish Council when information obtained from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	

	
	
	


	21
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	TCA08/1632 – Blue spruce tree – 25% crown reduction – 2 Bloomfield Court, High Street, Clare.  To ratify Recommended Approval.  Proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/08/0222 – Variation of condition 3 of planning permission SE/06/2067 to increase storage area and delete areas of approved storage as supported by plan received 29th May 2008 confirming extent of proposed external storage areas – Slaughter House, 1 Chilton Street, Clare
	

	c)
	SE/08/0084 – (i) Continued use of widened access (ii) erection of security entrance gates and iii) siting of portable cabin for use as office as supported by landscaping details received 5th March 2008 and details of revised parking and turning area received 3 July 2008 (amended proposal) – Slaughter House, 1 Chilton Street, Clare.  Cllr. R. Gee left the meeting.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  Comment:  1) Overdevelopment of site 2) Evidence of recurrent breaches of the conditions as shown in photographs 3) Plans indicate that the proposals to turn lorries within the site are unworkable.  The lorries will either have to reverse in or reverse out of the site.  Cllr. R. Gee rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/08/0928 and SE/08/0929 – Retention of new refrigeration plant to rear and replacement condenser units (revised scheme) – Co-operative Local, Market Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	SE/08/0896 – Erection of detached garage and garden tool store (demolition of existing outbuildings) – 1 Hundon Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	SE/08/0902 – Conversion, alteration and extension to farm building to form holiday accommodation. Construction of vehicular access (amended scheme to that approved under SE/02/2535) – Home Farm, Chilton Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. L. Warmington, seconded by Cllr P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	SE/08/0901 and SE/08/0900 – Erection of 2no. dwellings (ii) conversion of existing building to dwelling (following partial demolition of auction room) (Amended scheme to be approved under SE/05/1032 – The Auction Room, Church Street, Clare.  Cllr. P. Daniels left the meeting.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  Comment: 1) Intensity of development site too small for so many dwellings 2) Problems of access for cars.  Cllr. P. Daniels rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	


	h)
	SE/08/0950 – Change of use from Class A1 (shop) to A5 (hot food take-away) – 29a High Street, Clare.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp summarized his objections to the application.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. J. Smith and T. Sharp left the meeting.  Objections to this application from parishioners and Clare Society were noted.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  Comments:  1) Availability of parking – there is no parking available at all as described in the application 2) The North is 180o out.  3) They have failed to make the case for an additional food outlet in Clare 4) The Parish Council has considerable reservations on the likely effect of a fast food outlet in terms of nuisance and general incompatability for nearby residents.  Cllrs. J. Smith and T. Sharp rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	i)
	SE/08/0956 and SE/08/0955 – Installation of satellite dish on flat roof to rear of property – B.J. Butcher Newsagent, Commerce House, Well Lane, Clare.  Cllr. J. Smith left the meeting. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. L. Warmington and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Smith rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	j)
	SE/08/0969 – (i) Erection of first floor side extension and (ii) lean-to roof over existing single storey flat roofed rear extension – 1 Townsend, Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	k)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/1001 – Erection of front extension – 2 Daneum Holt, Stoke Road, Clare.  Cllr. L. Warmington left the meeting.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.  Cllr. L. Warmington rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	l)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1632 – 2 Bloomfield Court, High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA08/1625 – Clare Cemetery – Granted
	

	
	TCA08/1626 – Verge adjacent to Stour House, Nethergate Street – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0398 – Clare Priory, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0663 – 10 Hill Terrace, Cavendish Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed to the public at 9.30 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Kalim Anwer, Review Officer, The Boundary Committee for England
	Re:  Structural Review of Suffolk.  Thanks for PC’s letter.  Representations received will be made available for public inspection.  To be considered under item 13.  

	2
	Archie Gill, Director, The Boundary Committee for England
	Re:  Structural Review of Suffolk.  Report can be accessed on www.electroalcommission.org.uk/boundary-reviews.  Comments welcomed by 26th September 2008.  To be considered under item 13.

	3
	Jo Jones, Health and Community Development Manager
	Re:  Mobile Skate Park.  Interested in hearing from local groups who might be interested in purchasing their mobile skate park for BMX and skateboard users.  Being sold in order to redirect the revenue funding to provide alternative activities for young people in rural areas.  Considered.  No action.

	4
	Inspector Ady Calton, Suffolk Constabulary
	Re:  Meeting between Kevin Shipp and PCSO Caroll-Beer on 20th May 2008.  To be read out.  Noted.

	5
	Daryl Fraser, Senior Road Safety Officer (publicity), Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Road Safety Campaigns 2008.  Police will be targeting various driving offences – drink driving, speed, seat belts and mobile phone. Gives timetable for remainder of year.  Offering publicity material for any of these offences to be distributed locally to relevant groups, shops etc.  Posters to be obtained.  Cllr. J. Smith will distribute.  Action:  Clerk/Cllr. J. Smith

	6
	A.M. Litton, Chairman, CADS
	Re:  Medieval Clare – A Celebration.  CADS have been looking at the prospect of doing a play with a medieval theme and using the Country Park.  It has been suggested that this should be widened to a Medieval May Fair involving the whole town.  Such a project needs the expertise of many people – knowledge of Clare’s history, business skills, costume making, research, planning, logistics, sponsorship and publicity.  Writing to every organisation involved in life in Clare for ideas, support and input to the Working Group.  Aiming at 2009, but may be 2010.  Excellent initiative.  Suggest 2010 .  Action:  Clerk  

	7
	Rosalind Turner, Director for Children and Young People’s Services, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Changes to Schools in the Haverhill area.  County Council Cabinet considered the changes to the schools in the Haverhill area and decided to approve all proposals.  Lists reasons.

	8
	Ben Woolnough, Planning Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  BT public payphone removal consultation.  Objections received to removal of some payphones therefore consultation period extended.  N.B. No objections received to removal of Stoke Road phone box.

	9
	John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  HGVs on the A1092 through Clare.  Copy of e:mail to Cllr. Guy McGregor requesting meeting with Suffolk County Council.


Items 7 – 9 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 17th July 2008

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	No report.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner expressed concern 1) that the Clare Society speaks on issues as if they are representing the residents of Clare which is not the case as they are not elected.   The Chairman said that the Clare Society along with any other group in the town is able to voice its opinions on behalf of its members. The Parish Council engages with many groups in Clare to work for the best interests of parishioners and the town.  2) Objection to proposal for take-away fast food outlet in the High Street – will encourage noise, litter and vandalism.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.
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