
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19th June 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Les Warmington;  Clerks: Ailsa Jobson and Sharon Benson, County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Councillor Jane Bone, one parishioner
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Patrick Daniels and Roger Gee.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interest.  None declared at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th May 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated and noted.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	The accounts had been previously circulated.  Cllr. J. Smith agreed to ascertain value of Christmas Lights in order that they may be added to the asset register.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	


	
	Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – There is no legal obligation for these to be publicly recorded.  It was agreed to remove from future agendas.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – all going well.
	

	
	i)
	Cllr. L. Warmington agreed to join this Committee.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery.  Rules and regulations and charges agreed.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Website.  Agreed to meet annually.  Contract with Pure Energy to be signed in its current status.  Cllr. P. Daniels is progressing.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	e)
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 – funding for a) Traffic Survey - data entry and printing costs. Sharon Benson had agreed to input data and three estimates for printing to be obtained.  Approval in principle proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously. b) Pavilion Opening Ceremony – 100 invited guests, costs approximately £600 to include food and glass of wine (on sale or return basis). Final cost depends on attendance.  Acceptance proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	ii)
	Approval of the Annual Return for the Year 2007/2008.  This was considered and approval was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Reports including the Playing Field Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Playing Field Association (CPFA) – Busy preparing for the opening on 5th July.  Following this CPFA should meet with the Parish Council to present their business plan.  It may be necessary to consider funding in the precept for 2009.
	

	
	
	


	
	Cllr. A. Parsley had attended WSLSP meeting.  Details put in Circulation folder.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom.  Anglia in Bloom Judging Day is Thursday 17th July at 09.00 a.m.  Parish Councillors invited to attend refreshments after judging route.  Open Gardens Day on Sunday 29th June from mid-day to 6.00 p.m.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Boundary Committee Proposals – To discuss and agree Parish Plan Working Party proposal re Unitary Council for West Suffolk
	

	
	
	

	
	Draft letter to The Boundary Committee for England had been circulated with the list giving reasons for a unitary council covering West Suffolk
	

	
	
	

	
	Following consideration by the Parish Plan Working Party it was proposed to support a West Suffolk Unitary Council as opposed to an All Suffolk Unitary Authority. A discussion followed and it was unanimously agreed that a West Suffolk authority would understand more about what matters to local people than an All Suffolk Council which is primarily focused on east Suffolk and Ipswich.  It was suggested that following the Parish Council’s decision the parishioners of Clare should be consulted by way of letter and attachment for parishioners to return to the The Boundary Committee.  This would be a balanced document giving both viewpoints and the Parish Council’s view.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed to support a West Suffolk Unitary Council and write accordingly to The Boundary Committee and to consult with parishioners; this was seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Schools Reorganisation Review 
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education)
	

	
	
	

	
	The Suffolk County Council (SCC) Cabinet will be meeting on 24th June 2008 to ratify the decision that was made for Option 1 of the SOR.  Despite the closure notice to Clare Middle School, Suffolk County Council has a duty to act to facilitate any parental or community proposal to create a new secondary school in Clare.  Five working parties are currently putting a proposal together and a synopsis will be circulated to all Cabinet members, leader of the Council, portfolio holders and County Cllr. Jane Midwood summarizing the proposals for a new school. Presentations will be made to the press and surrounding villages starting on 8th July.  Funding for C.L.A.R.E. continues to be a concern. 

Under the SOR preferred Option (1) the secondary schools would be Castle Manor and Samuel Ward.  Castle Manor has been designated a failing school and is under threat of closure.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Review Suffolk County Council’s school closure notices.  Discussion held in camera.
	

	
	
	

	15
	To discuss the future working of the Parish Council and Committees
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman suggested that discussions are held individually with Councillors on a 1:1 basis to try and collate views on how the Parish Council can work more effectively and efficiently – these could cover the monthly meetings, committee structures or any other suggestions that Councillors have.  This was agreed and the Chairman/Vice Chairman will arrange meetings over the next two weeks.  Agenda item at July meeting.
	Chairman/Vice Chairman

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to consider agenda item 22 at this stage.  Following discussion it was agreed to defer a decision on how planning applications are managed pending agreement on future working.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Parish Plan – Report back from Working Party meeting held on 28th May 2008 and agree future actions
	

	
	
	

	
	Suffolk ACRE has agreed to offer guidance and support.  The Parish Plan will be launched on Wednesday 8th October in the evening in the Town Hall.  The Working Party will be meeting in July in order to establish proposal and content for the public meeting.
	Parish Plan

Working Party

	
	
	

	17
	Traffic Survey - To consider and ratify draft Clare Town Centre Parking Survey for  residents and businesses (circulated)
	

	
	
	

	
	Circulated and agreed.  Covering letter to go with questionnaire.  Traffic survey going well.
	Clerk/

Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	18
	Town Sign – Progress report and agree actions prior to the July meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Wooden frame completed. Thatched roof delivered to person making steel surround.  Cllr. K. Mison to arrange for detailed drawing to be done in order to pass to Havebury and St. Edmundsbury.   Excellent progress has been made.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Christmas Lights – Agreement to proceed with lights in 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith proposed that the Christmas Lights take place in 2008, this was seconded by the Chairman and carried unanimously.   It was agreed to ask Borough Councillor Jane Bone to request St. Edmundsbury Borough Council for a grant this year.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Drainage easement for Eastfield House – to consider correspondence from Wayman & Long and agree how to proceed
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman summarized the background regarding a proposal to have a mutual Deed of Easement because of the connection of the pavilion and Eastfield House into the same drainage system.  It was agreed to pass to the Finance Committee to progress.
	Finance Committee

	
	
	

	21
	Village of the Year Judging Day – Tuesday 24th June 2008 – to agree participation
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting at 9.15 a.m. at the Sports Pavilion.  Cllr. J. Smith summarized the route.  Councillors welcome to attend.  Chairman agreed to join them.
	

	
	
	

	22
	To discuss how planning applications are to be considered in the future
	

	
	
	

	
	See agenda item 15
	

	
	
	

	23
	The Nuttery Lottery Grant – update from Cllr. K. Mison and agree future administration
	

	
	
	

	
	Lottery grant has been awarded for Clare Nuttery to include a wooden sculpture, safety fencing, hedge planting materials etc.  Agreed that Sharon Benson will monitor spending and deal with administration.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Artwork for interpretation board has been done and new logo was shown. It was suggested that Colin King, the instigator of the Nuttery project and the Mayor of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council be invited to unveiling.
	

	
	
	

	24
	Review appointment of a Parish Councillor to be responsible for monitoring offences under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Deferred to next meeting.
	Clerk/Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	25
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	TCA08/1616 – Pollard to approximately four metres one willow tree – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare.  To ratify Recommended Approval.
	

	b)
	TCA08/1626 – (i) Fell one horse chestnut tree (3 on plan) and (ii) remove large lower branch overhanging neighbour’s wall and reduce length of branches as recommended in report to one horse chestnut tree (4 on plan) – on road verge adjacent Stour House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Parish Council application.
	

	c)
	TCA08/1625 – Fell one black pin tree (1 on plan) and one ash tree (2 on plan) – Clare Cemetery, Clare.  Parish Council application.
	

	d)
	SE/08/0833 – Replacement of one no. dormer window – 39a Nethergate Street, Clare
	

	e)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	SE/08/0852 – Erection of single storey rear extension – 22 Clarence Road, Clare
	

	
	Recommended approval for a), d), e) was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1616 – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA08/1607 – Rear of 16 – 28 Erbury Place, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0654 – 12 Clarence Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/1100 – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare – Approval of minor amendment
	

	
	SE/07/1666 – 28 and 29 High Street, Clare – Variation of opening hours – appeal has been made to the Secretary of State.
	

	
	
	

	26
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No further items.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.
	

	
	
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

	
	Les Warmington
	Re:  Sports Pavilion – insurance.  Clerk apologised for not including Mr. Warmington’s letter in correspondence.  The Chairman summarised the background to custodian trusteeship which had been considered by the Finance Committee.  It was agreed that Cllrs. P. Daniels, L. Warmington and the Chairman would meet to discuss and reach a conclusion.  Action:  Cllrs. P. Daniels, L. Warmington, Chairman.

	1
	Nick Smith, Chairman, Clare Business Association
	Re:  Clare Tourism Leaflet.  This has been published since 1995 and has been reprinted every year since.  CBA is now updating the format/content with the aim of reflecting what Clare has t offer to visitors.  CBA has contacted Country Park, Ancient House, Priory, Clare Combined Charities (Nuttery/Common) and Parish Church.  Will also include local amenities including places to eat and stay.  Are there any further attractions that should be included as well as anything the Parish Council feels is important to include.  It was suggested to mention floral displays in summer, Christmas Lights and greater publicity for website.  Action: Clerk.

	2
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Traffic Management Issues – Clare.  On 20th May 2008 Mr. Shipp walked around with PCSO Deborah Carroll-Beer to look at various concerns the police have for traffic management issues around the town.  Encloses copy of letter to police – 1) yellow lines renewing 2) parking for a small group of residents in the High Street 3) Keep Clear road markings at entrance to Cemetery 4) Vandal clips to prevent signs being turned around wrong way 5) Widening of Church Street by Merton House 6) pavement obstructions to deter parking on Station Road and Church Street 7) Highlighting Bus Stop 8) Parking problems at Well Lane/High Street junction.  Details help with these issues.

At this early stage suggests that maintenance issues can be dealt with this financial year – lining, new lining works. Works relating to new or revised waiting restrictions will have to wait until Clare is next reviewed (2 -3 years). Works larger than minor will need a bid for funding in new financial year (2009/10).  After discussion agreed that 1) it was completely wrong that representatives of the Parish Council were not consulted or present – not just a police issue but a whole community issue 2) while the police have raised valid issues it was inappropriate that a PCSO attended rather than an experienced officer.  Agreed to write accordingly to Inspector Calton and Kevin Shipp, copied to portfolio holder.  Action:  Clerk

	3
	Suffolk ACRE
	Re:  AGM.  To be held on Thursday 2nd October 2008 at 5.30 p.m. at Coddenham Village Hall.  Would anybody like to attend?  Contact Clerk if interested.

	4
	Jim Hurrell, on behalf of Daneum Holt residents
	Re:  Resurfacing of Daneum Holt.  Road has been re-dressed. Unhappy with lack of promised consultation by Jim Nunn, SCC Highways Department.  Enquired of contractors whether there is a cost variance between re-dressing and resurfacing and their opinion given was that they are both of equal cost.  If correct then badly informed by SCC.  Surface has already been torn up.  Feels views of PC would be of help.  Agreed that the surface was the best SCC could do within the budget available and that the road does not have through traffic. Action:  Clerk to write to Mr. Hurrell

	5
	Inspector Adrian Calton, Suffolk Constabulary
	Re:  Update on local policing over the last year.  Copy put in Circulation folder.  Our local SNT has an additional PCSO – her name is Alex Foster.

	6
	Mr. P. Whiffing, Suffolk County Council, SOR team
	Re:  Parish Council’s letter of 11th April 2008.  Notes PC’s support for change of age range at the primary school and arguments for retaining school on current site.  As the distance between the two sites in less than two miles the Cabinet will not be making the decision on location at this time.  Work continues to establish the merits of each site and the practicality of extending at Erbury Place.  Further consultation will follow when information is available.  Comments will be reported to the Cabinet.

	7
	Richard Ward, Director,  Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:  St. Edmundsbury Borough Council – LDF – Core Strategy – Issues and Options Consultations.  Copy of detailed response to St. Edmundsbury.

	8
	The Planning Inspectorate
	Re:  Appeal by Mr. Mohammed Ali Sultan at 28/29 High Street, Clare for provision of lighting to a hanging sign on the front elevation.  Appeal dismissed. Gives detailed reasons.


Items 5 – 8 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 19th June 2008
	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	A summary of the crimes committed during the last month was given by the new PCSO Alex Foster after agenda item 8.  Parking issues continue to be tackled and the police have noticed that there is some improvement.  Police and Kevin Shipp had looked at road linings etc.  The Parish Council expressed their concern (see agenda item 9 (2)).  The Parish Council highlighted various issues 1) vandalism at the Cemetery continues to be a problem – to be monitored by the police 2) youths gathering by the play area in the Country Park.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner raised issues and difficulties using the local bus service 1) alterations to timetables are not posted at the bus stops quickly 2) if you don’t use the internet or text messaging where are timetables available? 3) no bus service between Clare and Haverhill between 10 – 2 or Clare and Sudbury between 11 – 3  4) no bus service to Newmarket.    It was agreed that rural areas needed an integrated and better service.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood said that it was difficult to get bus operators to tender for contracts.  Agreed to write to SCC Portfolio Holder and bus companies.  Action:  Clerk  

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	The Parish Council confirmed that no meeting had yet been arranged by the Clare Society with the Portfolio Holder for transport, Guy McGregor.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood felt that she should be included as a matter of courtesy.  With regard to recent traffic restriction orders parking spaces are to be offered in Clare Castle Country Park for objectors in Malting Lane.  Agreed with Parish Council that a PCSO should not have accompanied Kevin Shipp and that the Parish Council should have been involved.  Daneum Holt road surface has been re-done and is a great improvement.  Clerk to progress annual meeting with Jim Nunn and also to include mobility vehicles users.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Borough Cllr. Jane Bone summarised her attendance at meetings.  Whole hearted support for West Suffolk Unitary Council
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