
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15th May 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Keith Haisman (Chairman), Alan Parsley (Vice Chairman), Patrick Daniels, Roger Gee, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp and June Smith;  Clerks: Ailsa Jobson and Sharon Benson, four parishioners
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Election of Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels took the election of the Chairman.  Cllr. T. Sharp nominated Cllr. K. Haisman and this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman said that there were significant issues facing the Parish Council and Clare which needed to be addressed.  Amongst them the change to unitary status, planning changes, the Parish Plan and the on-going Schools Reorganisation.  Time needed to be created to deal with these issues and if elected he would propose to work with all Councillors to look at the way the Parish Council operates in terms of meetings and Committee structures.   If Councillors supported him he would happily accept the nomination.   
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no further nominations and Cllr. K. Haisman was unanimously elected Chairman.   
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels vacated the Chair and Cllr. K. Haisman took the Chair.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. P. Daniels for having chaired the Parish Council so professionally over recent months.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	This was completed.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Election of Vice Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee nominated Cllr. A. Parsley and this was seconded by Cllr. K. Mison.  There were no further nominations.  Cllr. A. Parsley accepted the nomination and was unanimously elected Vice Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Apologies for absence were received from Borough Councillor Jane Bone and County Councillor Jane Midwood.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Register of members’ interest
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee declared an interest in agenda item 26a).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	


	
	
	

	6
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Parishioners Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	8
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Election of Committee and Representatives
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning Committee.  Cllrs. A. Parsley and J. Meikle agreed to stand.  There is a vacancy on this Committee.
	

	b)
	Cemetery Committee.  Cllrs. K. Mison, R. Gee and T. Sharp agreed to stand. Mrs. Olive Smith wished to continue and this was unanimously agreed.
	

	c)
	Finance Committee.  Chairman, Cllrs. P. Daniels, K. Mison and J. Smith agreed to stand.
	

	d)
	Emergency Planning Committee.  Cllrs. R. Gee, J. Meikle and J. Smith agreed to stand.
	

	e)
	Website Committee.  Chairman, Cllrs. K. Mison and J. Smith agreed to stand to be assisted by Ailsa Jobson.
	

	f)
	Playing Field Pavilion Representative.  Cllr. T. Sharp agreed to continue.
	

	g)
	SALC Representative.  The Chairman agreed to continue.
	

	h)
	CLASP Representative.  Cllr. J. Smith agreed to continue.
	

	i)
	Clare Country Park Panel Representatives.  Cllrs. A. Parsley and J. Smith agreed to continue.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th April 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Minutes – page 4 line 9) “Option 4”.  With this amendment accepted, acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan.  Cllr. P. Daniels reported that there had been no comments made by Councillors.
	

	
	
	

	
	Consultation on Head and Neck Cancer Services for residents of Suffolk PCT.  Cllr. J. Smith had reviewed document.  Options are 1) to retain current service at Ipswich 2) Establish a joint service at Ipswich and Norfolk and Norwich Hospital or the preferred option 3) to move all operations to Norfolk and Norwich Hospital with follow up treatment done at local hospitals.  Agreed with Option 3, no further action to be taken.
	

	
	
	


	
	Parking of lorries at Slaughterhouse site over weekends.  This has to be reported to the Transport Commissioner.  Clerk requested specific dates and details of lorries.  To be monitored.
	

	
	
	


	13
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	14
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.
	

	
	
	

	
	Accounts had been previously circulated. Finance Officer had transferred surplus funds to money market.  Currently preparing for the audit.  Asset register to be updated.  Computer package on Local Council Risk Assessment purchased and to be reviewed by Finance Officer and Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – all going well.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – possibility of vacancy for another member.  Meeting arranged for 27th May 2008.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – The Nuttery interpretation boards should be ready in August.  It was suggested that guided walks could go via The Nuttery.  Cemetery Charges and Regulations to be finalized.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Website – Meeting to be arranged.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	e)
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Committee recommended a grant of £12.50 to the C.L.A.R.E. group in respect of Hall rental.  This was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Risk Management.  Cllr. P. Daniels has undertaken to review the position with regard to the insurance of the Sports Pavilion and whether it is the Parish Council, as Custodian Trustee, or the Clare Playing Field Association who is responsible for this.  In the meantime the Parish Council will continue to insure the pavilion.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	
	Street cleaner employment contracts. Cllr. P. Daniels to contact SALC to ascertain the correct procedure for renewing contracts for people over the age of 65.  Holiday entitlement to be confirmed.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	16
	Reports including the Playing Field Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	PC Chris Spraggons arrived.  The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to public and PC Spraggons gave his report.  See attachment to the Minutes.  The Parish Council meeting was then re-opened.
	

	
	
	


	
	Playing Field Pavilion – It was agreed to hold agenda item 20) with this report.  Unfortunately the meeting between CHOC and CPFA to establish a marketing business plan proposal had been cancelled by CHOC.  CPFA will follow up again.  Official opening to be on 5th July 2008 with Kevin Beattie.  Invitations will be going out shortly.   Members of the Football Foundation had visited the Pavilion and were very impressed with the quality of the building and fitting out.  A discussion took place on how to acknowledge and commemorate the work that individuals had put into this project.  Cllr. T. Sharp agreed to confirm names to Clerk.
	Cllr. T. Sharp

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – Open Gardens Day to be held on Sunday 29th June between mid-day and 6.00 p.m.
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish Conference – Cllr. J. Smith summarized the issues covered including the request that St. Edmundsbury hold more workshops on planning.
	

	
	
	

	
	Car parking survey – concern that there may not be enough people to conduct survey.  To be agenda item at June meeting.  Publicity for survey to go on website and in Parish Newsletter.  A discussion took place on the analysis of the survey results.  Agreed to revert back to St. Edmundsbury/Borough Councillor Jane Bone and also get a quotation from a traffic management consultancy company via Cllr. Meikle to assist with analysis.
	Clerk
Cllrs. J. Smith/
J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	CHOC.  All repairs to the Town Hall as highlighted in Kevin Hurley’s report nearly completed.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Boundary Committee Proposals
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman outlined the proposals that, if accepted by the Government, would mean that one Unitary Authority instead of two Councils would be responsible for providing services such as education, social services and emptying the bins.
	

	
	
	

	
	Suffolk County Council and Mid Suffolk District Council, have agreed to submit the concept of a single unitary Council for Suffolk.  St. Edmundsbury has put proposals forward for a West Suffolk Council.  Whichever proposal is agreed it will be an entirely different body and mandate.  The Parish Council’s response has to be in by Friday 4th July 2008.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Agreed that the Parish Plan Working Party will review and put forward a proposal at the June meeting.
	Parish Plan WP/Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Town Sign
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed that Cllrs. K. Mison and R. Gee will prepare a full specification in order for this a) to be sent out to three builders for tender b) to be sent to Havebury and c) sent to St. Edmundsbury for planning application. 
	Cllrs. K. Mison/R. Gee

	
	
	

	19
	Parish Plan
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting to be arranged.
	Parish Plan WP

	
	
	


	20
	Update on discussions between Combined Halls of Clare and Clare Playing Field Association
	

	
	
	

	
	Discussed under agenda item 16.
	

	
	
	

	21
	Schools Organisation Review
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle gave an update.  Initial proposal for new secondary Community College in Clare being formulated.  Positive responses received from Essex County Council and Sible Hedingham secondary school.  While the C.L.A.R.E. group can put together the initial proposal, funding and input of formal business services will be need for the detail of the proposal.  The Chairman asked that the Parish Council should also have sight of the requirements document when it is scoped out including necessary skills, time and money.
	

	
	
	

	
	Hidden in the SOR’s Notices relating to Clare Primary School is the proposal that if the Clare Primary School site is moved to the Clare Middle School site then children will be taken by bus from the centre of Clare to the school.  It was agreed that this was totally preposterous.  This presupposes that 1) that the Middle School site will be available and 2) that the current Primary School cannot be developed.  It was agreed that Cllr. T. Sharp will draft a letter to SCC.  
	Cllr. T. Sharp

	
	
	

	22
	To agree appointment of Parish Council representative as Trustee of Clare Combined Charities
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee declared an interest and did not vote.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. A. Parsley proposed Cllr. K. Mison, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  Clerk to advise Clare Combined Charities.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	23
	Agree storage of Parish Council ride-on mower and trailer
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed that Cllrs. K. Mison, T. Sharp and A. Parsley review options for the combined storage for Cemetery, Playing Field Pavilion and Street Cleaning equipment and bring proposal back to the Parish Council.
	Cllrs. Mison/Sharp/

Parsley

	
	
	

	24
	Newsletter – agree distribution dates
	

	
	
	

	
	It had previously been agreed to distribute the Newsletter with the Clare Focus.  In order to keep in line with their distribution dates it was agreed to produce the next newsletter in time for the publication date of 13th June.  Clerk to contact Editor to confirm arrangements and request confirmation that distribution will be to all households in Clare.
	Cllr. J. Meikle
Clerk



	
	
	

	25
	Decision on applications received for one co-opted Parish Councillor
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. Leslie Warmington was co-opted to the Council.  Clerk to write to applicants accordingly.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	26
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/08/0084 – (i) Continued use of widened access and (ii) erection of security entrance gates as supported by landscaping details received 5 March 2008 and details of revised parking and turning area received 29 April 2008 – Slaughter House, Chilton Street, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Until such time as the previous applications have been adhered to the Parish Council is not prepared to give its approval. 
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1607 – Crown lift to 4m three London Plane Trees – rear of 16 – 28 Erbury Place, Clare.  
	

	
	SE/08/0654 – Erection of conservatory to rear elevation – 12 Clarence Road, Clare
	

	
	SE/08/0663 and SE/08/0664 – Erection of two storey rear extension – 10 and 9 Hill Terrace, Clare
	

	
	Recommended approval of the above proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1596 – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	27
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	· Christmas Lights
	

	
	· Review appointment of Parish Councillor to be responsible for monitoring offences under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005.  Cllr. K. Mison agreed to investigate prior to June meeting.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

	1
	Peter Ingram, Road Safety Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Proposed Safety Improvement Works on the A1092 Stoke by Clare and Long Melford.  Money has been made available to implement route improvements on A class roads throughout Suffolk and the A1092 has been selected this financial year.  Proposals have been discussed with County Cllr. Jane Midwood.  Cllr. K. Mison summarised proposals.  

	2
	Leader of Council and Chief Executive, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Boundary Committee.  If PC has a preference (hope that it will be for a West Suffolk authority rather than one large unitary covering the whole county) please make Boundary Committee aware of views.  Discussed under agenda item 13.

	3
	Suffolk County Council and Mid Suffolk District
	Re:  Boundary Committee.  Have jointly submitted a new concept for a single unitary council for Suffolk – One Suffolk – a new council, not a continuation of County Council.  Their concept document is on www.suffolk.gov.uk   Discussed under agenda item 13.

	4
	Jason Skilton, Engineer – Lorry Management, Suffolk County Council (SCC)
	Re:  A1092 Clare – Lorry management.  Acknowledges that the Parish Council (PC) has previously advised its disappointment that the HGV Report did not offer any measures to reduce or remove HGV traffic from the A1092.  SSC is aware of the problems through Clare however the lorry management plan’s objectives are to propose measures where there is a practical alternative.  Does not have funds to offer a new road construction.  SCC does work with the District Council to identify alternative methods of funding for highway improvements.  In the meantime SCC will continue to work with the Parish Council to develop and implement traffic management measures, such as waiting restriction to minimise the impact of all traffic through Clare.  SCC has acknowledged PC’s concerns.

	5
	Jason Skilton, Engineer – Lorry Management, Suffolk County Council (SCC)


	Re:  A1092 Clare – Lorry management.  Encloses copy of letter to Clare Business Association. In response to CBA:-  Re:  1) diverting A1092 traffic onto the A143/Haverhill northern bypass/A1017 has been answered by Sandra Gage in correspondence with Clare Society – not a practical alternative route. 2) Unsuitable for HGVs sign at Baythorne End will be investigate 3)Parking signing and free admission to be investigated by Countryside Team 3) provision of off street parking should be raised with Borough Council 4) enforcement of waiting restrictions should be raised with police.  Appreciates there are local concerns regard impact of HGV traffic he does not believe a meeting would add to the discussions that have already taken place.  Noted that the Clare Society are proposing to arrange a meeting between all parties.  


	6
	Planning Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Payphone provision.  St. Edmundsbury has been consulted by BT in its proposal to remove 42 public payphones within the Borough.  Will affect Stoke Road payphone.  Response asap.  With the increase in people using mobile phones their proposal was agreed.  Action:  Clerk.

	7
	Mr. G. Bareham and the residents of Common Street
	Re:  Proposed footpath on Common Street.  Objects to the idea of a footpath.  The elderly at Erbury Place do not use the road following closure of Ship Stores.  They use The Cock alleyway.  Footpath is too wide.  Parents use The Cock alleyway. Public Service vehicles are massive.  Would like a site meeting to discuss.  Clerk had spoken with Headteacher at Clare Primary School who was supportive of a footpath.  Additionally, with the increase of numbers at the School from 2009 this would make it safer for older children who may be walking by themselves to the School.  Cllr. J. Meikle confirmed that no decision had been made about moving the Primary School to the Middle School site.   Cllr. K. Mison had consulted several parishioners in Common Street and not all objected to the path.  When Cllrs. Mison and Parsley had met with SCC the safety aspect of children walking to the School was of prime importance.  It was agreed to pass on to SCC the views of Mr. Bareham and to check that SCC had consulted properly.  Action: Clerk.

	8
	Jim Hurrell, parishioner, on behalf of Daneum Holt residents
	Re:  Resurfacing of Daneum Holt.  As agreed at the last meeting Clerk contacted Jim Nunn to request resurfacing.  Mr. Nunn responded that it was not feasible on cost grounds as it carries no through traffic.  Clerk relayed response to Mr. Hurrell.  Residents have been in contact with Mr. Nunn for several years regarding resurfacing.  Road seems to carry vehicles that require to turn around and reverse and these actions have the effect of tearing up the surface.  With reference to costings if the Highway Dept had consulted properly then this money wasting scenario would not be in place now.  Thanks Parish Council for their efforts and hope that common sense will prevail.  After discussion it was agreed to request SCC to ensure that restitution is done to an acceptable standard.  Action: Clerk. 

	9
	Tom Shaw, Chair of Governors, Clare Primary School
	Re:  Our letter to Havebury, copied to the Primary School re cars parking on grass in Erbury Place/Gosford Close.  School is fully aware of the parking problems.  In 2005 a School Travel Plan was drawn up and as a result road markings and restrictions were made and parents were advised of the best places to park in Callis Street.  However, there are not sufficient places to meet demand. Current pupil capacity will increase from 135 to 210 and current site must be expanded.  Only 9 parking places at school.  The LA is looking at the possibility of moving the Primary School to the Middle Schools when it closes in 2011 and Mr. Shaw hopes that there will be consultation with the parish community about this decision.  The Headteacher will include appeal to parents in next Newsletter to be more considerate to local residents.  Nothing received from Havebury – to be followed up. Police to be asked to monitor situation.  Action:  Clerk.  

	10
	Sue Herring, 1st Clare Guides
	Re:  Cake Stall.  Request to have a cake stall on Market Hill on Saturday 14th June from 8.30 a.m. to mid-day.  Agreed: Action:  Clerk

	11
	West Suffolk Local Strategic Partnership
	Re: WSLSP Forum on 11th June at 09.45 a.m. at Red Lodge Millenium Centre.  Presentation on 1) Climate Change Action Plan 2) find out how we can make bids for their new funding and 3) progress since their annual conference.  Cllr. A. Parsley to attend:  Action:  Clerk.

	12
	Mr. John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  Copy of e:mail to Ian Poole, Planning Policy Manager at St. Edmundsbury re Local Development Framework.  In planning terms Clare is regarded as a “key service centre” and therefore understood this to mean it has a primary and secondary school, health care facilities, retail shops, some local employment and transport services. These are necessary to sustain a mixed, vibrant and evolving community in Clare.  Happy to support building up to 60 new dwellings – a modest year on year building including affordable/social housing in small pockets.  Not sure which option this covered under.  Clare Society will be contributing to preparation of Parish Plan.

	13
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Proposed prohibition of waiting – Cavendish Road, Clare.  Copy of letter to Mr. Richard Benson.  Aim of additional length of waiting restriction was not to solve the problem but to improve the flow of traffic.  To solve the pinch point at Bell Corner would involve major traffic management works or removal of buildings.  By providing a small section of waiting restriction there is the added benefit that the access to off-street facilities for 29 – 32 inclusive would remain unobstructed and disruption kept to a minimum.  Mr. Benson’s objection will be presented to the Committee.

	14
	Ron Longland, Secretary, Clare Business Association
	Re:  Members Meeting – Tuesday 26th June 2008.  Copy of e:mail to Borough and County Councillors inviting them to meeting.  Appreciate their views with regard to the development of businesses in Clare and the effect of the closure of Clare Middle School.  

	15
	Ian Poole, Planning Policy and Specialist Services Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Adoption of St. Edmundsbury Statement of Community Involvement.  This was formally adopted on 26th February 2008.  Can be viewed on www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk 


Items 12 – 15 noted
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th May 2008

	6
	Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Chris Spraggons reported that two criminal and five theft offences had been reported over the last month.  Main ares of concern are the targeting of oil from domestic and industrial properties, theft of lead from Church roofs and speeding drivers through villages.

	
	

	
	Parking issues at Gosford Close/Erbury Place at school times will continue to be addressed.

	
	

	
	Traffic survey dates to be sent to SNT.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	
	Problems of people driving up to the Cemetery in the middle of night.  It was suggested that one gate of the Cemetery be locked.  To be followed up.  Action:  Cemetery Committee.

	
	

	7
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	Mr. Bareham expressed his concerns about the proposal for a footpath opposite his house in Common Street 1) footpath too wide 2) difficulty for lorries/fire engine to negotiate 3) parents drop children off  by The Cock public house and do not use Common Street 4) Primary School will be moving to Clare Middle School site..  The Chairman assured Mr. Bareham that his concerns would be passed on to SCC and his comments noted when this was discussed under agenda item 13. 

	
	

	
	A parishioner requested that copies of the draft Parish Council minutes be put on the website prior to them being approved at the following month’s meeting.  Agreed to check with SALC.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	8
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Cllr. Jane Midwood will be attending Clare Business Association meeting in June.  Requested update from C.L.A.R.E. group.  Already undertaken by Cllr. Meikle.

	
	

	9
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.
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