Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17th April 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Patrick Daniels (Chairman), Keith Haisman (Vice Chairman) (part), Roger Gee, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Alan Parsley, Tony Sharp and June Smith;  Clerks: Ailsa Jobson and Sharon Benson, 3 parishioners
	
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. K. Haisman for arriving late.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. A. Parsley declared a non-prejudicial interest in item 20b).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 20th March 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 20th March was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously. The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle’s report on the impact of airspace management overhead Clare was discussed.  In conclusion the proposed changes will be advantageous for Clare.
	

	
	
	

	
	Complaints received from parishioner about pallet lorries delivering to The Old Slaughterhouse using Maple Lane (single track road from Three Delete to top of Chilton Street).  It was confirmed that pallet lorries have been using other unsuitable roads in the vicinity most likely using the shortest route given by SATNAV.   It was reported that Prince Transport in Braintree is using the site to store lorries over the weekend for which there appears not to be an operator’s licence.  To be reported to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council Enforcement Office.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clerk summarized correspondence between the residents of Daneum Holt and Jim Nunn, SCC Highways, about the unsatisfactory road surface there.  SCC has confirmed that the dressing has failed in its application to the surface and the work done is poor.  The residents have requested a full resurface of proper tarmac and asked the Parish Council for guidance/intervention.  It was agreed to contact SCC in support of this request.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The accounts had been previously circulated.  Contents insurance for the Sports Pavilion in hand.  Contracts of employment to be finalized at next Finance Committee meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning -  No problems.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Unfortunately vandalism has resulted in tiles being broken on the Chapel Roof.  Quotes will be obtained from roofing contractor to replace.  Following results of the thermal imaging some trees will need to felled including the Scots Pine in the Cemetery.  Applications will be submitted to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	Cemetery Ctte

	
	
	

	d)
	Website – A discussion took place on the draft agreement from Pure Energy.  In the event that Pure Energy passes into other hands then the Parish Council has the right to purchase the domain name for £10,000.  This represents a fraction of the investment that Pure Energy has put into the site for over ten years at little or no cost to the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the Website Committee will consider the contract.
	Website Ctte

	
	
	

	e)

	Finance.    Mr. John Knight, the Internal Auditor, attended the Finance Committee meeting held on Tuesday 8th April.  Risk management to be reviewed and matrix finalized and circulated to all Councillors.  Employment contract for Finance Officer to be finalized at next Committee meeting.
	Chairman

Finance Ctte

	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  None received.
	

	
	
	


	12
	Reports including the Playing Field Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Town Hall replacement windows completed, decoration/repairs on-going.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Nuttery -  Cllr. K. Mison had met with Peter Ennis and Sharon Fairweather re the interpretation board.  It had been agreed 1) to progress this with the designer of the boards at Nowton Park and 2) to have a green aluminium board rather than wood.
	

	
	
	

	
	Playing Field Pavilion – Meeting every two weeks. Fire certificate will be obtained prior to building being open to public. Arrangements on-going for opening ceremony.  Meeting between CPFA/Parish Council/CHOC has been postponed by CHOC.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Combined Charieties – John Humphrey has resigned as a Trustee.  CCC has requested the Parish Council to appoint a suitable person.  Agenda item at May meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	CLASP AGM to be held on 22nd May 2008.  On-going concern about the lack of wardens at Churchill Close – to be monitored. Suggestion of Parish Council meeting with Havebury as last year.
	

	
	
	

	
	First Responders scheme – Thanks to Cllr. J. Meikle for pursuing.  A group of people are ready to undertake training.
	

	
	
	

	
	Traffic Survey – to be carried out with CBA and Clare Society on 14th June, 4th July and 4th August 2008.  Help is required with the analysis of result information.  Clerk to write to St. Edmundsbury to request this, copied to Lynne Lodge at SALC and Suffolk Acre.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Country Park Panel meeting – construction of new walkway to castle keep well underway.  New Assistant Ranger, Neil Catchpole.  Flood gates at the Mill and Stoke by Clare have been replaced.  Old gates to be used  in display at visitor centre. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman joined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Town sign – progress report and agree actions prior to the May meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman had spoken with John Martin who in turn will obtain plans in order to prepare a quotation for the erection of the sign.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Local Development Core Strategy framework – Report back from meeting held on 3rd April 2008 with St. Edmundsbury Borough Council planning officers and agree response to questionnaire
	

	
	
	

	
	Ian Poole from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council had attended a meeting on 3rd April.  The framework is long term planning for the Borough in terms of new development over the next 20 years or so.  Clare is viewed as a “Key Service Centre” (large village with a good level of services).  The possible growth options are as follows 1) business as usual 2) urban growth (Bury St. Edmunds and Haverhill) 3) regeneration of Haverhill 4) rural development “The Key Service Centres, which have a large range of services, would accommodate higher levels of growth” 5) A new settlement (off A14 corridor).  A discussion followed and the need to attract young families to affordable housing in Clare was stressed. It was agreed to vote on the Parish Council’s preferred option.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed Option 4), this was seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  It was agreed that the Parish Plan Working Party will meet to take the response forward.
The Clerk was asked to register the Parish Council’s wish to respond.
	Parish Plan
Working Party

Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Boundary Committee Proposals – how they may affect Clare – agree possible actions
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman apologized for not being able to attend the open meeting at Kesgrave as planned.  He agreed to follow up and report back at the May meeting.
	Cllr. K. Haisman/Clerk

	
	
	

	
	With the arrival of PC Horton this part of the meeting was closed and opened to the public.  See Attachment to the Minutes, item 3. The meeting was then closed to the public and the Parish Council meeting re-opened. 
	

	
	
	

	16
	Clare Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan – discuss and agree response to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	

	
	
	

	
	The plan highlighted the need for additional car parking.  Cllr. A. Parsley followed this up at the Open Meeting held on 14th April in the Town Hall and was waiting for a reply.  Comments had also been made about street furniture and unsightly overhead cables.
	

	
	
	

	
	Following discussion it was agreed that Councillors should respond to the Chairman by 22nd April (Annual Parish meeting).  He will then collate these and respond to St. Edmundsbury.
	All Cllrs/
Chairman

	
	
	

	17
	Parish Plan – Report back from Working Party and agree any future actions 
	

	
	
	

	
	Inaugural meeting to be held shortly.
	Parish Plan Working Party

	
	
	

	18
	Proposal re double yellow lines in Cavendish Road – consideration of possible alternatives with a view to making representations to Suffolk County Council
	

	
	
	

	
	The problem of traffic flow along the Cavendish Road particularly at peak times has been raised by parishioners on many occasions in the past.  If you are travelling from Cavendish coming into Clare, visibility up to Bell Corner is very difficult because of cars parked on the left hand side of the road and as a result you can make a decision to drive forward only to meet oncoming traffic.  A site meeting was held with Kevin Shipp, Suffolk County Council and three Parish Councillors.  On Kevin Shipp’s recommendation an additional ‘pull in space’ with double yellow lines was proposed.  However, a parishioner raised concerns about these proposals at the March Parish Council meeting.  Mr. Benson’s alternative suggestions were considered but it was felt that they would not solve the problem.  It was agreed to write to Mr. Benson accordingly.
	Clerk/Chairman

	
	
	

	19
	Proposal received from Clare Society to arrange a joint meeting with Guy McGregor, SCC Cabinet Member, Roads and Transport portfolio to discuss way forward with regard to HGVs through Clare – Agree which Councillors should attend
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Cllr. K. Mison will attend the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/08/0401 – Regulation 3 Application – Retention of 0.37m transmission dish and pole – Clare Middle School, Cavendish Road, Clare.  St. Edmundsbury has given their permission.  Parish Council agrees and has no further comments.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/08/0398 – Erection of extension to existing church – Clare Priory, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1423 – Boat House Mews, Nethergate Street, Clare – Appeal to Secretary to State
	

	
	SE/08/0284 – 18 Gilbert Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0138 – Ship Stores, 22 and 23 Callis Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0337 – Threeways, Stoke Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA08/1582 – Gothic House, Church Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	21
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.22 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 17th April 2008

Action

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Nicholas Smith, Chairman, Clare Business Association
	Re:  Parking Survey in Clare.  CBA is keen to be involved in project and will be happy to put forward a representative from their committee to work with the PC in agreeing the process by which the survey should be undertaken.  However, they request that the meeting be held in the evening.  Suggest that the survey is carried out on a Monday or Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  Meeting arranged.

	2
	Nicholas Smith, Chairman, Clare Business Association
	Re:  HG Vs using the A1092 through Clare.  Copy of letter written to Sandra Gage, Senior Engineer, Integrated Transport Group, Suffolk County Council. CBA confirms that HGV’s are a part of the overall traffic issue but that in a rural community they are required to move an increasing number of goods.  Clare needs to be a safe, pleasant place to live and work.  There are alternatives to achieve this and the CBA wishes to be actively involved in achieving this.  Lists suggestions 1) Haverhill northern bypass 2) “Not suitable for HGVs” sign at Baythorne End, Long Melford and Stradishall 3) a blue ‘P’ sign for the Clare Country car park and free parking for the first hour of parking 4) new car park with significant number of places 5) increased off street parking for residents and visitors 6) improved traffic flow measures through Clare 7) police to enforce parking restrictions.  Suggests meeting between SCC, CBA, Parish Council and Clare Society.  Covered under agenda item 19.

	3
	Carole Taylor-Brown, Chief Executive, Suffolk Primary Care Trust
	Re:  Formal Consultation on Head and Neck Cancer Services for Residents of Suffolk PCT.  Holding a number of open discussion sessions.  Attaches updated list of all the meetings.  Consultation document and feedback form is also available on www.suffolkpct.nhs.uk   Consultation period until 4th June 2008.  To be passed to Cllr. J. Smith.  Action:  Clerk.

	4
	Campaign to Protect Rural England
	Re:  Invitation to seminar “2026 A Vision for the Countryside”  To be held on Thursday 8th May at The Countryside Centre, Hinchingbrooke Country Park, Huntingdon from 09.30 – 15.30.  Workshops to include Housing, Agriculture and land use, Climate change and planning for the future.  Interested Councillors to contact Clerk.

	5
	Mr. Norman Jennings
	Re: Footpath 14 Chilton Street.  Is the Parish Council aware that Suffolk County Council is empowered to implement section 26(1) of the Highways Act 1980 without prior consultation with the landowner who has only the same right of objection as any other member of the general public.  Would welcome active support from the Parish Council.  Agreed to write to SCC to support them if they wish to extend the footpath.  A circular path would be of benefit to parishioners.  Action:  Clerk.

	6
	Richard Ward, Director, Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:  Clare Conservation Area Appraisal.  Copy of letter sent to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Subject to the views and detailed knowledge of the relevant town and parish councils and local amenity societies, the Society supports the appraisals subject to the following comments – under heading “ 3 spatial analysis” sub heading “key views and vistas” there is some analysis of important views in the conservation areas.  It suggests these might usefully be expanded to cover views in and out of the conservation area.  The inference from the lack of any mention of them, is that there are none of any importance.  Is this the case?  Topic to be discussed under agenda item 16.

	7
	Richard Ward, Director, Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:  Suffolk – Structural review of Local Government.  Copy of letter written to the Boundary Committee for England. Three main issues the Society raises 1) the critical role of town and parish councils and that it is strengthened 2) there needs to be a clear understanding of the characteristics of this rural county and its people 3) town planning and its delivery.  Topic to be discussed under agenda item 15.

	8
	John Collecott, Clare Society
	Re:  Planning Application SE/08/0398 – Clare Priory.  Copy of e:mail sent to Rona Hopkinson, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council in support of this application.  Their two previous concerns have been satisfactorily addressed.  To be considered under agenda item 20b).

	9
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, Enforcement Office
	Re:  Enforcement Notice.  Copy of notice sent to Woodberry Group re the two lighting columns at The Boathouse Mews.

	10
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Waiting restrictions – objections received.  Malting Lane – 2 residents, 1 business, Cavendish Road – 3 residents, Snow Hill – 1 resident.  Unlikely that concerns can be resolved and objections withdrawn.  They will therefore be presented to the next Rights of Way Committee meeting on 5th June 2008.  He will write to all those who objected.

	11
	Kernos Centre
	Many thanks for donation of £100.

	12
	Ron Longland, Secretary, Clare Business Association
	Re:  Christmas Lights.  Committee and members very grateful to the Parish Council for their continued support.

	13
	Practice Manager, Guildhall Surgery
	Re:  Kernos Centre.  Have made one referral.


Items 6 – 13 noted
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 17th April 2008
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  

	
	

	
	PC Ruth Horton was thanked for joining the meeting.  Annual crime figures from 31st March 2007 to 1st April 2008 – a total of 71 reported crimes (79 crimes the previous year).  38 theft related, others include breach of the peace, common assault, drunk driving, breaching ASBOs.  16 were detected.  

	
	

	
	Nethergate Street requires a Neighbourhood Watch coordinator.  

	
	

	
	PC Horton in response to a question confirmed that it is illegal to park beside a dropped kerb.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner raised a number of questions 1) brambles overhanging path from Cliftons to pumping station.  Cllr. A. Parsley confirmed that he had cleared the brambles over the wall next to Cliftons.  Clerk to report brambles by pumping station.  Action:  Clerk.  2) Pavement on Stoke Road slopes the wrong way and therefore pavement is often under water and is muddy and dangerous.  Clerk to report to SCC Highways.  Action:  Clerk.  3)  With the completion of the Pavilion the parishioner was concerned that the hiring out of this would cause problems of competition for the Combined Halls of Clare (CHOC) and the letting out of rooms at the Town Hall and The Old School.  The parishioner was assured that CHOC and the Clare Playing Field Association (CPFA) are working closely to avoid any such problems.  4)  Concern about the number of pallet lorries delivering to The Old Slaughterhouse site at Chilton Street.  It was explained that this is currently in the hands of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council with regard to non-compliance of planning matters.  5)  Soft drinks lorry delivering outside the front of the Bell Hotel instead of the yard behind causing traffic problems. 6)  Asking if the Parish Council is near resolving the Millenium Sign.  The Chairman explained that the Parish Council is currently waiting for an estimate for the completion of the work.  Permission and planning applications can then be submitted. 

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.
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