Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20th March 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Patrick Daniels (Chairman), Keith Haisman (Vice Chairman), Roger Gee, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Alan Parsley, Tony Sharp and June Smith;  Clerks: Ailsa Jobson and Sharon Benson, Country Cllr. Jane Midwood, Mrs. Olive Smith and one parishioner
	
	
	Action

	
	Mrs. Olive Smith thanked the Clerk, Ailsa Jobson, for both the support she had given Mrs. Smith during her Chairmanship and the work she did for the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Election of Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs. Olive Smith took the election of the new Chairman.  Cllr. K. Haisman nominated Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle. There were no further nominations. This was carried unanimously.  Cllr. P. Daniels took the Chair.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked Mrs. Olive Smith for the public service she had tirelessly given to both the parishioners of Clare and the Parish Council during the last fifteen years both as a Councillor and as Chairman. Her depth of knowledge had been invaluable and she will be greatly missed.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	This was duly signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to move without notice the election of the Vice Chairman.  Cllr. J. Meikle nominated Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp.  There were no further nominations.  This was carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Both the Chairman and Vice Chairman confirmed that they would stand only until the May Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Apologies for absence were received from Borough Councillor Jane Bone.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. J. Meikle declared an interest in agenda item  28a).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Police Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 21st February 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 21st February 2008 was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously. The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Local Development Core Strategy framework documentation to be circulated urgently prior to meeting on 3rd April.
	Clerk/All Councillors

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street.  Two planning applications are expected to be reported to the 3rd April 2008 Development Control Committee meeting and the Enforcement Office will await their decision.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith offered to assist Clerk with follow-up on yellow/white lines in Clare.
	Cllr. J. Smith/
Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	12
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The accounts had been previously circulated.  
Cllr. K. Haisman confirmed that a draft agreement had been received from Pure Energy.  With minor amendments it should be approved.  Once agreed, monthly invoice to be paid by standing order.  
Re:  Sports Pavilion. It was agreed that Cllr. T. Sharp will advise Finance Officer of amount required for Contents Insurance at the Sports Pavilion.  Following payment of invoice to builders, money to be placed on money market again.
	Cllr. T. Sharp

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – None advised.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Review membership of Committees in the light of Chairman’s resignation
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp proposed that Cllr. K. Mison be elected as Chairman of the Cemetery Committee, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp proposed that Mrs. Olive Smith continue as a non Councillor member of the Cemetery Committee, this was seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle proposed that Cllr. A. Parsley be elected as Chairman of the Street Cleaning Committee, this was seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.  It was agreed to elect another Councillor to the Street Cleaning Committee at the May meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to elect another Councillor to the Finance Committee at the May meeting.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning -  Litter problems in Sheepgate Lane had been dealt with. 
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – All headstones in Cemetery had been checked.  Twelve require attention and will be prioritized.  Headstones in Churchyard to be checked again.  Thermal imaging report on state of trees had been received.  Weeping ash in Cemetery to be re-inspected in twelve months.  Both horse chestnuts in Stoke Road show possible weakness – action to be agreed by Cemetery Committee.  Pine nearest compound to be checked on six monthly inspection.  All trees to be checked visually on an annual basis and thermal imaging to be done every 3 – 4 years.  Grant has been agreed for information boards at The Nuttery from the Rural Initiatives Grant Fund.
	Cemetery Ctte

	
	
	

	d)
	Website – All up and running.  Contract with Pure Energy to be finalized.
	

	
	
	

	e)

	Finance.    It was unanimously agreed to renew membership with Suffolk Acre.  With regard to ownership of greenswards and trees in Nethergate Street after discussion it was agreed to take no further action.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  Cllr. T. Sharp proposed a donation of £100 to the Kernos Centre and £100 to the Suffolk Family Carers charity, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	With the agreement of the Parish Council agenda item 18 was moved forward to this point.
	

	
	
	

	
	iv)
	Employment contracts (to be held in camera).  
	

	
	
	

	15
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional reports.
	

	
	
	


	16
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To receive a monthly report from Cllr. K. Haisman and agree future actions.  Handover was done on 19th March.  Project within budget.  Cllr. T. Sharp will put forward proposal to Finance Committee re purchase of internal items.
	Cllr. T. Sharp



	
	
	

	b)
	To receive a report on weekly site meetings from Cllr. R. Gee.  All now completed.  Some tidying up around the site to be done.  
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Report on meeting held between Parish Council, Clare Playing Field Association and Combined Halls of Clare.  Meeting held.  CPFA and CHOC will work together on a business plan/joint marketing of the three halls in Clare.  Meet again in mid-April. To be presented at May Parish Council meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Schools Organisation Review – to receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education).    
	

	
	
	

	
	Newsletter to be circulated soon.  Other groups are joining CLARE in order to help them develop the next stage.  Meeting to be arranged with Rosalind Turner, Suffolk County Council, at her request.
	

	
	
	

	18
	A1092 Clare Heavy Goods Vehicle Survey Results 2007 – to discuss and agree preferred option
	

	
	
	

	
	Concern had been raised by the Clare Society that Sandra Gage, Lorry Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council had made a comment in her e:mail of 14th February 2008 implying that both Clare Parish Council and the Clare Business Association is “content” and therefore comfortable with the status quo on HGV’s through Clare.  A discussion followed in which the Clerk’s letter of 17th December 2007 was referred to.  The letter clearly states that “The Parish Council wishes to express its disappointment that the report, whilst producing an assessment of traffic flow through Clare, offers nothing to address the issues of minimizing traffic related risks or flow management”.  It was felt that Satnav systems had exacerbated the problem of HGVs through Clare.  It was agreed to write to Sandra Gage again reiterating the Parish Council’s lack of contentment with the situation and to encourage SCC to consult with all groups in Clare with a view to achieving a mutually satisfactory solution.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Town Sign – Progress report and agree actions prior to the April meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Following discussion it was agreed that the Chairman will speak to John Martin with regard to submitting a quotation for completing the project.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	20
	Proposed car park in Clare – update on meeting with St. Edmundsbury re questionnaire and survey
	

	
	
	

	
	A useful meeting had been held.  It was proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle to form a Working Party comprising Cllrs. J. Smith and A. Parsley, John Collecott from the Clare Society and a representative from the Clare Business Association, this was seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.  The Working Party’s term of reference is solely to conduct the survey.  
	

	
	
	

	21
	Parish Plan – to fill vacancy in membership of the Working Party and request that they proceed with the next stage of the Parish Plan
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman proposed that Cllr. J. Smith join the Working Party, this was seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Parish Council Newsletter - design template, costings and distribution
	

	
	
	

	
	Quotations had been received from 1) Paul Clark Printing for photocopying 1000 A4 leaflets.  The total annual cost will be £640 for four issues and 2) Everything Orange for producing 1000 A4 leaflets at an annual cost of just over £900 for four issues.  Samples of both were circulated.  Whilst quotation 2) was more expensive it would include editing, layout, design, inserting photographs and submitting final copy for checking.  With Option 1) this would have to be prepared by a Councillor as the Clerk explained that she could not do this in her monthly hours.  It was agreed to proceed with distribution via the Focus quarterly magazine for a nominal charge. The Newsletter will also go on the website and distributed locally with Meeting Minutes.  Acceptance of quotation 2)  was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried by the majority   
	

	
	
	

	23
	To agree agenda for the Annual Parish meeting to be held on Tuesday 22nd April 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	A discussion took place on the format of the meeting and it was agreed to follow last year’s agenda but to reduce the time each person gave for their reports.  That part of the meeting will last until 7.30 p.m. to be followed by a presentation from Cllr. J. Meikle and others on the school situation in Clare.  Refreshments to be offered afterwards.  Clerk to additionally book Hall 3.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	24
	Village of the Year Awards 2008 – agree formation of Working Party to submit application
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith and Clerk, Ailsa Jobson, to submit application.  
	Cllr. J. Smith/

Clerk

	
	
	

	25
	To consider and agree whether to put forward a request to Suffolk County Council for a footpath in part of Common Street
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. K. Mison and A. Parsley had met with Suffolk County Council and it was agreed to confirm the Parish Council’s original request for a footpath from Callis Street to Erbury Place.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	26
	Elect Clare Parish Council’s three representatives for CHOC 
	

	
	
	

	
	It was proposed that Cllr. R. Gee, Mrs. Rosemary Warmington and Mrs. Olive Smith be the representatives on CHOC, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Clerk to inform CHOC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	27
	To formally ratify Cllr. J. Meikle as the Parish Council’s Press Liaison Officer and approve terms of reference
	

	
	
	

	
	This was agreed unanimously.  Cllr. J. Meikle will be pro-actively  representing the views of the Parish Council when required.  
	

	
	
	

	28
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle declared an interest and left the meeting.
	

	a)
	SE/08/0284 – Erection of single storey rear extension – 18 Gilbert Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Meikle rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/08/0337 – Construction of new vehicular access and provision of hardstanding for parking – Threeways, Stoke Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith declared a non-prejudicial interest and did not vote.
	

	
	TCA08/1596 – (i) Elm tree – remove the two large lateral ground level branches on left and right of trunk.  Thin crown by 10% and lift canopy to clear wall and summerhouse.  Balance remaining tree; (ii) yew tree – 25% height reduction and 30% reduction to sides of crown.  Clean trunk and crown lift to clear wall and (iii) fell two holly trees on right hand side of flint wall – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Whilst in principle the Parish Council accepts the work they question the need to cut down the holly trees.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	SE/08/0157 – Durham House, Cavendish Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/1968 – 31 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	29
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	As previously minuted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.25 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Mrs. Olive Smith
	Re:  Resignation.  Formal letter of resignation with effect from Monday 3rd March 2008.  

	2
	Mrs. Olive Smith
	Re:  Resignation.  Informal letter to Councillors explaining that Mrs. Smith’s decision to resign has been forced upon her by visual disability.  Mrs. Smith has been a Parish Councillor for 15 years and thanks Councillors for their help and support.  The Parish Council expressed regret as Mrs. Smith’s decision (see agenda item 1).  

	3
	Mr. John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  Large HGVs on the A1092 through Clare.  Copy of e:mail to Sandra Gage, Suffolk County Council. Copy circulated to Councillors.  To be discussed under agenda item 17.  Discussed under agenda item 18.

	4
	Deborah Cadman, Chief Executive, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Parish Council Conference.  To be held between 4.00 – 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 22nd April at the Whelnetham Community Centre, Stanningfield Road, Whelnetham, Bury St. Edmunds. Programme is likely to include presentations on Parish Emergency Plans, The Home-Link Choice Based Lettings Scheme (see correspondence item 8), role of Parishes in planning process, advice from SALC on rights of electors and role of the Chairman at Parish Council meetings and updates on Local Government Review and Rural Services Action Plan.  Date clashes with Annual Parish Meeting.  Would anybody like to attend?  Cllr J. Smith agreed to attend.  Action: Clerk/Cllr. J. Smith

	5
	Terminal Control North – Proposed changes to airspace (also received from St. Edmundsbury)
	Re:  Proposals affecting Stansted/Luton/Cambridge arrivals.  Luton and Stansted currently share two holds – one near Royston and the other close to Sudbury.  NATS proposes one dedicated hold for Luton and two dedicated holds for Stansted.  These holds would be contained within the Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and North East Essex area.  They aim to site holds away from larger population centres whenever possible to reduce the effects of noise and they are also required to give special consideration to Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such as Dedham Vale.  Under this proposal aircraft would no longer head towards the hold near Sudbury and instead would head to an area near Stowmarket, north west of Ipswich.  Consultation document is available on www.nats.co.uk/TCNconsultation Leaflets available.   Cllr. J. Meikle agreed to review.  Action:  Cllr. J. Meikle 

	6
	Carol Barbone, Campaign Director, Stop Stansted Expansion
	Re:  Presentation.  Requesting the opportunity to make a presentation to the PC with regard to BAA’s second runway plans. Agreed to advise them that they are free to hold a public meeting in the Town Hall if they wish.  Action: Clerk.


	7
	John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  Planning Application SE/08/0222 – The Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street, Clare.  Copy of e:mail to Rona Hopkinson.  Observations 1) retrospective application 2) should comply with earlier planning requirements 3) site unsuitable for HGVs.

	8
	Suffolk Housing Society
	Re:  Introduction to choice based lettings.   Details the changes that will be made in allocating properties.  Allocations will be made through Choice Based Lettings scheme known as Home-Link.  To be put in circulation folder.  The Society is committed to retaining links with the Parish Council but needs to shorten its re-letting time.  Under new system the Society will write to the PC to advise them of their decision but requests that if there is concern with the allocation the PC contacts the office within 24 hours.

	9
	East of England Regional Assembly
	Re:  Planning for gypsy and traveler accommodation in the East of England.  Government inviting view on draft policy until 16 May 2008   www.goeast.gov.uk

	10
	Essex County Council
	Re:  Introduction of 1 APP and Local Validation Checklists – Requirements for Supporting Information Submitted with Applications for Planning Permission.  To be put in Circulation Folder.

	11
	Mr. Les Warmington
	Expresses gratitude to the Parish Council for his leaving gifts and looks forward to seeing the Council continue to thrive on its challenges.


Items 7 – 11 for noting

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 20th March 2008
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  

	
	

	
	No report.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner raised concerns over the proposed double yellow lines in Cavendish Road which he suggested were not necessarily in the correct place.  The double yellow lines outside number 34 could be extended. The Chairman confirmed that the problem of traffic flow in the Cavendish Road had been highlighted by many parishioners.  The problem is greatest travelling from Cavendish towards the Bell Corner.  As cars are parked on that side of the road and visibility towards the Bell Corner is restricted you can make a decision to drive forward only to find there are cars coming toward you and there is nowhere to pull in. As a result representatives of the Parish Council had met with Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council Highways and it was his recommendation as to where the proposed lines should be placed in order to allow a pull-in space.  It was agreed to have this as an agenda item at the next meeting.  Action: Clerk    

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Cllr. Jane Midwood expressed her regret at Mrs. Smith’s resignation.  

	
	

	
	Kevin Shipp had received objections to the proposed waiting restrictions in Malting Lane.  Advertisement period is now closed and he will be replying to objectors.

	
	

	
	County Cllr. Jane Midwood was dismayed with Suffolk County Council’s decision not to go with Option 3 in the Schools Organisation Review.   She was disappointed with Rosalind Turner’s letter to the CLARE group as she felt that Mrs. Turner had not given enough credit to this forceful lobbying body.  Cllr. Midwood will not let the whole issue drop.

	
	

	
	Local Government reorganization review currently taking place.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.
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