Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21st February 2008
Present:  Cllrs. Olive Smith (Chairman), Patrick Daniels (Vice Chairman), Roger Gee, Keith Haisman, Jim Meikle (part), Keith Mison, Alan Parsley, June Smith;  Clerks: Ailsa Jobson and Sharon Benson, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone, Mr. Les Warmington
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed Sharon Benson, the new Responsible Finance Officer, who started with the Parish Council on 1st February 2008.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. T. Sharp, J. Meikle for arriving late and County Councillor Jane Midwood.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. R. Gee declared an interest in agenda item 23c).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Progress report on tourist matters in Clare with Sharon Fairweather, Tourism Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 17th January and 7th February 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 17th January was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 7th February was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Local Development Framework.  Agreed to host presentation for St. Edmundsbury Borough Council with neighbouring Parish Councils.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Bloomfield Amusements.  Pass their request to Clare Playing Fields Association and also suggest they contact Clare Castle Country Park.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Old Computer.  Agreed to sell to Odell Computers for £50.00 provided it can be cleaned completely.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clerk to write to Havebury concerning parking on greens around Erbury Place when parents are collecting children from school.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re: repair of greensward in Nethergate Street.  Cllr. R. Gee to advise what is required and parishioner to be informed.
	Cllr. R. Gee
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Enforcement issues at the Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street.  Latest report from St. Edmundsbury read out.  
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Officer had previously circulated the accounts.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.  Mr. John Knight the Internal Auditor has confirmed that he will be able to attend the April Finance Committee meeting.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – None.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Model employment contracts to be obtained from SALC.  Summary of street cleaning rota given.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – David Bird of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council meeting Cllr. Roger Gee and David Dadd to look round Halls.  Leaflet is out of date.  Clerk to follow up with David Dadd to put up-to-date information on the website.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Awaiting thermal imaging report.  Ownership of greenswards on Nethergate Street to be discussed at next Finance Committee.  Cemetery charges to be finalized.
	Finance
Committee

	
	
	

	d)
	Website – Encourage more people to put on their local events.  Thanks to all who delivered postcards.  Contractual arrangement with Pure Energy to be chased up again.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	e)

	Finance.  Cllr. P. Daniels will review risk management policy and prepare a paper for the next Finance Committee meeting.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  It was unanimously agreed to grant £750 to Clare in Bloom and £300 to the Rural Areas Community Initiatives Fund. With regard to Kernos Centre local doctor’s surgeries to be contacted to ascertain if the Centre is used by parishioners.
	Clerk

	
	ii)
	To consider funding for Christmas Lights in 2008.  Agreed to maintain current financial commitment.  Clerk to write to CBA accordingly.
	Clerk

	
	iii)
	To report on the Audit Commission’s decision to appoint BDO Stoy Hayward as auditor for the next five years.  Noted.
	

	
	iv)
	Employment contracts (to be held in camera).  Clerk to obtain model employment contract from SALC (minuted under 12a).
	

	
	v)
	To consider funding to CHOC for repairs and maintenance to Town Hall.  It was unanimously agreed to pay for repairs to windows and interior as accounted for in the Precept.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional reports.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To receive a monthly report from Cllr. K. Haisman and agree future actions (circulated).   Completion at end of February and within budget.  Further planned work is under discussion but will remain within overall budget.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	To receive a report on weekly site meetings from Cllr. R. Gee.  Discussions underway on finishing off outside the building – path to steps, resurfacing car park etc.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	To ratify the appointment of Cllr. T. Sharp as the Parish Council representative on the Management Committee.  Cllr. K. Mison proposed the appointment, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	To receive a report on the formation of the future Management Committee and its proposals for the administration of the Pavilion.  Membership of the Management Committee has been formalized with John Martin as Chairman, John Humphrey as Treasurer/Fixtures Secretary and seven additional members.  Colin Atkinson has agreed to continue as Groundsman.  Budget being prepared. There is a strong feeling from the Chair of the Clare Playing Fields Association that the Pavilion should not compete with other parish public halls.  To this end a meeting to be arranged between CHOC, Clare Playing Fields Association and Parish Council. Use of Pavilion will be limited in early months until caretaker/cleaners are in place.  Thanks were given to Messrs. Martin, Humphrey and Sharp.  
	Chairman

	
	
	


	15
	Schools Organisation Review – to receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education).    
	

	
	
	

	
	Decision to be made by Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet on Tuesday 4th March 2008.  This is a public open meeting.  The cabinet paper setting out the recommendations will be available from mid-day on Monday 25th February 2008 at  www.suffolk.gov.uk/sor   Representations can be made on the basis of the decision.    
	

	
	
	

	16
	Review of actions following the visit of Jim Nunn, West Area Highways Manager, Suffolk County Council in August 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk had been contacted by Suffolk County Council to ask whether a new pavement in Common Street was still required.  Local opinion to be sought.  Agenda item at next meeting.
	Councillors
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	To be followed up:
	

	
	Road markings  
	Chairman/Clerk

	
	White line outside West Door of Church – to request this is shortened.  Currently taking up three spaces.  Parking required as opposite doctor’s surgery.
	Chairman/Clerk

	
	Dropped kerb outside Ancient House
	Chairman/Clerk

	
	Tilted pavement on left hand side of Cavendish Road, towards School.
	Chairman/Clerk

	
	Pavements in Nethergate Street
	Chairman/Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Suffolk Hedgerow Survey – to consider participation in the Survey
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels gave a summary.  Whilst supportive of this initiative it was proving difficult to get people to commit to this project.  It was suggested that other groups could be contacted i.e. schools, scouts etc.  Questionnaire to be completed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Town Sign – Progress report and review of the scaled drawing of the Town Sign and agree actions prior to the March meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Mison had put the measurements on the proposed sign.  The scrolls had been added by Mr. Webber to ensure structural integrity.  It was agreed that he would be asked to finalise drawing and site plan in order that Clerk can contact Havebury with proposal.  Cllr. K. Mison to obtain oak post.

Chairman to speak with John Martin to ascertain his future involvement.
	Cllr. K. Mison

Clerk

Chairman

	
	
	

	19
	Proposed car park in Clare – update on meeting with St. Edmundsbury re questionnaire and survey
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. Olive and June Smith and Alan Parsley had met with Jacky Martin of St. Edmundsbury.  Unfortunately Ms. Martin had not been properly briefed by either Chris Rand or Stephen Boor and therefore was unable to fully prepare for the meeting.  It was agreed to meet in two weeks’ time.  Clerk to progress.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	In order to demonstrate the need for a car park Ms. Martin suggested that first survey is carried out by three people between 9 – 5, with half hour circuits to establish parking patterns. Second survey should be to the residents in the centre of Clare to establish their number of cars etc.  Third survey should be of Clare Castle Country Park.  It was suggested that the Clare Society might assist with surveys.  St. Edmundsbury will provide forms for completion and analyse the data.   
	

	
	
	

	
	Concern was expressed over the private fenced off area for car parking opposite the doctor’s surgery and library which is rarely used.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Parish Plan – To request Working Party to proceed with the next stage of the Parish Plan
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. Olive Smith, Keith Haisman and Jim Meikle to arrange meeting to progress.
	Cllrs. O.Smith

K. Haisman, 
J. Meikle

	
	
	

	21
	Parish Council Newsletter - design template and samples of newsletters
	

	
	
	

	
	Draft content circulated.  Template still to be produced. 
It was agreed to produce quarterly with “special editions” if required.  Distribution was discussed.  Agreed that Councillors will distribute.  Copies to be sent to newspapers, put on website etc.  

Agreed to finalise, produce and circulate prior to March Parish Council meeting.  

Cllrs. Meikle and O. Smith and Clerk to finalise editorial.  Diary of upcoming events to be included.
	Cllrs. Meikle/

O. Smith/Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Quotations to be obtained for colour printing, A4, two sided.  
	Cllrs. J. Meikle/

J. Smith

	
	
	

	22
	To discuss arrangements for the Annual Parish meeting to be held on Tuesday 22nd April 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	A discussion took place on the format of the meeting.  Whilst it is important to include items such as the Financial and Chairman’s Reports in order to demonstrate accountability, it is also an opportunity for parishioners to meet their Councillors and for the Parish Council to raise awareness of current projects i.e. Parish Plan.  It was agreed to offer refreshments.  Councillors to be available to discuss any issues.
	

	
	
	

	23
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/08/0138 – Change of use from Shop (A1) to Residential (C3) – Ship Stores, 22 and 23 Callis Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/08/0157 – (i) Erection of attached garage with pitch roof (existing flat roof garage to be demolished) (ii) erection of open porch to front elevation and (iii) erection of single storey rear flat roof extension – Durham House, Cavendish Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA08/1582 – Re-pollard six lime trees – Gothic House, Church Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Recommend that timing be after nesting has taken place.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/0222 – Variation of condition 3 of planning permission SE/06/2067 to increase storage area – Slaughter House, 1 Chilton Street, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Until such time as the previous applications/conditions have been adhered to the Parish Council is not prepared to give its approval.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/0083 – Clifton Cottage, Clifton Farm Drive, Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0082 – 8 Gilbert Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/1975 – 1 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA07/1565 – 23 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/1909 – Nethergate House, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/08/0017 – 25 Hertford Road, Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Tree planting in Nethergate Street to be discussed at next Cemetery Committee.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Planning, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Listed Building Application – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Provision of lighting to hanging sign on front elevation.  An appeal has been made to Secretary of State.  The appeal is to be determined on the basis of an exchange of written statements by the parties and a site visit by an Inspector – the Parish Council’s previous comments will be taken into account by the Inspector.  However, the Parish Council can withdraw, modify or make additional comments direct to the Planning Inspectorate.  No reason to modify comments made earlier.  Clerk to write to Secretary of State accordingly.  Action:  Clerk.

	2
	John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  Large HGV’s on the A1092 through Clare.  Copies of correspondence between Sandra Gage, Senior Engineer, Integrated Transport, Suffolk County Council and the Clare Society (CS).  CS puts forward detailed response to Heavy Goods Vehicles Survey Results highlighting their major concerns. 

Further e:mail from Clare Society to Parish Council drawing attention to Sandra Gage’s final paragraph in which she says that the Parish Council and Clare Business Association is “content” and therefore comfortable with the status quo on HGV’s through Clare.  Imagine that everyone in the Clare community would support the removal of HGV’s and would appreciate the Parish Council putting the record straight with SCC supporting the proposition that once the Haverhill Northern Relief Road is built SCC will do everything possible to eliminate large HGV’s through Clare.  A lengthy discussion followed and in particular with regard to the inference that the Parish Council was “content”.  Whilst understanding the importance of HGVs servicing businesses in west Suffolk, the PC continues to remain concerned about HGVs going through the town.  Agreed to be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Action:  Clerk.

	3
	Sheila Martin, Clare Royal British Legion Women’s Section
	Re:  60th Anniversary.  Invitation to Chairman and Vice Chairman to attend Clare Ex-Servicemen’s Club on Monday 17th March 2008 at 7.30 p.m.  Cllr. P. Daniels is unable to attend.  Chairman and Cllr. J. Smith to attend.  Action:  Clerk.

	4
	Peter Ennis, Dedham Vale & Stour Valley Project
	Re:  Tree planting work party at The Nuttery.  To be held on Saturday 23rd February starting at 10.00 a.m. and continuing until 2.00 p.m. or until finished.  Please bring gloves, wear old clothes and suitable footwear.  Bring any useful tools such as spades, forks and secateurs. Noted.

	 5                                                                                                                            
	Cllr. Jim Thorndyke, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Village of the Year.  Invitation to enter 2008 competition for Councils with between 501 and 3000 electors.  Deadline is 2nd May 2008.  Agenda item at next meeting.  Action:  Clerk.


	6
	Suffolk Police Authority
	Re:  Policing Forum – Thursday 28th February 2008.  To be held at Ixworth Village Hall on Thursday 28th February 2008 at 7.30 p.m.  The Clare SNT will be there.  Programme includes an update on performance of the police locally, a debate about local policing priorities, progress report on SNT.  Advise Clerk if interested.

	7
	Suffolk Acre
	Re:  Rural Services Survey.  Inviting parishes to complete questionnaire about their local parish (post office, banking, shops etc.)  Clerk to give details.  Clerk to complete.

	8
	Ron Longland, Secretary,  Clare Business Association
	Re:  Clare Christmas Lights.  Following their AGM they have agreed to retain overall responsibility for the Lights.  Mr. Nick Smith of Clare Pharmacy will organize the event in 2008.  CBA would be grateful if Clare Parish Council could continue both their financial support and have the input of the Parish Clerk.  To be reported under Finance Committee.

	9
	Clare in Bloom Committee
	Re:  Grant.  Requesting financial support similar to that given in 2007.  Grant received from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council has been cut again this year.  With a small committee it is increasingly difficult to achieve the expectations from the Anglia in Bloom competition.  To be reported under Finance Committee.

	10
	Suffolk Housing Society
	Re:  Mutual Exchange.  Has received an application from a Suffolk Housing Society tenant in Lutus Close to exchange a dwelling with a tenant from Havebury Housing Partnership living in Highfield. Seeks approval from the Parish Council.  Approved.  Action: Clerk

	11
	Audit Commission
	Re:  Appointment of external auditor.  Wishes to appoint BDO Stoy Hayward LLP as auditor to Clare Parish Council for a five year period commencing with the 2007/2008 accounts.  

	12
	Suffolk County Council
	Re;  Traffic restrictions Clare.  Formal notice of proposed restrictions in Malting Lane, Cavendish Road, Snow Hill, High Street

	13
	John Collecott, Clare Society
	Re:  School Organisation Review.  Copy of e:mail to Vanessa Harvey-Samuel and Phil Wiffing of Suffolk County Council.  Follow up to meeting with Clare Society held on on 10th January 2008.  1) Not convinced that the SOR team has taken on board the very clear difference in the ethos between living and educating in a rural versus urban environment 2) Academic performance – Clare Middle School results are above national and county averages and 3) Disagree that educational improvement is more attainable in large rather than small schools.  Copy to be put in circulation folder

	14
	John Collecott, Clare Society
	Re:  Planning Application: SE/08/0084 – the Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street, Clare.  Copy of e:mail to Rona Hopkinson, Environment Directorate, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Feels strongly that the Borough Council should apply the sanction that it will not consider, let alone pass, any new planning application for this site until the applicant has complied fully with planning requirements and enforcement order.  A resident has advised that frequently large HGV’s are parked on the pavement beside the opening which made it impossible and unsafe for her to use the pavement with her children.  She said the site was a mess with in/out traffic depositing much mud on the road.  New application gives daily HGV movement as “2-3” whereas the applicant failed to disclose this in the original application by putting in N/A.  The purpose of the site is stated to be “For recycling timber pallets”.  This is tantamount to “trading” pallets, not making and/or repairing wooden pallets and fencing which was inferred earlier.

	15
	Allan Parsons, Cambridgeshire Parish Councillor
	Re:  Petition to Save Parish Council.  Seeking support for petition he has placed on No. 10 Downing Street website concerning the ever increasing mountain of bureaucracy.  Unfair as unpaid volunteers to deal with volume of paperwork.  Petition to see whether there can be a relaxation in the number and complexity of the rules and regulations that small Parish Councils have to deal with.  www.petitions.pm.gov.uk/SaveCouncils

	16
	Richard Aldridge, Trustee, Sudbury & District Citizens Advice Bureau
	Re:  Incorporation of Sudbury & District Citizens Advice Bureau.  Intention is for the charity to become a private company limited by guarantee by 31st March 2008.  The unincorporated charity will transfer all its assets and undertakings at that time to this new entity.  No external effects.

	17
	Police Direct
	Re:  Bogus callers.  Distraction burglaries have been committed between Clare and Newmarket.  Be on guard – three men purporting to be from the Water Board.

	18
	Acting Highways Manager, Essex County Council
	Re:  Bridge on footpath 1 Clare/Footpath 16 Ashen.  Repair work is scheduled to have started on 4th February and last for four days.  Note:  This work is now completed.

	19
	Optua
	Thanks for donation.

	20
	Age Concern
	Thanks for donation.

	21
	St. Nicholas Hospice
	Thanks for donation.

	22
	School Organisation Review (West)
	Acknowledgement of our letter of 12th January re:  Clare Playing Fields.


Items 11 – 22 noted
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 21st February 2008
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  The Chairman welcomed PC Brendan McKenna to the meeting.  There have been 10 reported crimes in Clare since the beginning of the year.   A man has been charged in connection with the burglaries in the High Street.  PC McKenna highlighted the need not to leave sheds, bicycles etc. unlocked.  Thieves continued to target moveable flower pots etc. and this was an on-going problem due to the main road through the village.  Diane Townsend at Haverhill police is responsible for local Neighbourhood Watch Schemes and could be contacted for an update on Clare. 

	
	

	4
	Progress report on tourist matters in Clare with Sharon Fairweather, Tourism Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council 

	
	

	
	Guided walks in Clare to be started on Saturday 3rd May. To be well advertised, Borough Councillors to be invited, and a coach party from Bury St. Edmunds.
 Parish Council to have a preview walk to be arranged in April.  Action:  Clerk. 
Guided walk information/calendar of events to be sent to Clerk for the website.  Action:  Sharon Fairweather. 
Advertisement for Clare in Bury St. Edmunds Visitors Guide.  
Leaflet rack to be delivered to B.J. Butcher shortly – could be useful for other businesses.  CBA to be contacted.  Action: Sharon Fairweather.  
Clare leaflet (10k) currently being reprinted.  
Update on Rural Initiatives Grant.  Could provide funding from tourism budget for promotion if required.
Discover Suffolk website is up and running www.discoversuffolk.org.uk   Sharon to check with their webmaster that Clare information is correct by linking to Clare’s new website.  Action:  Sharon Fairweather.
A discussion took place on the description of Clare being “Suffolk’s smallest town”.
Ancient House to be temporarily open at Easter prior to formally opening in May.

	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked Sharon Fairweather for attending the meeting.

	
	

	
	The Chairman and Vice Chairman made a presentation to Mr. Les Warmington who was leaving as Finance Officer.  He was thanked for his commitment, dedication and for all the work he had done over the last ten years for Clare both with the Parish Council and as a County Councillor.

	
	

	5
	Parishioners Question Time

	
	

	
	There were no questions from parishioners.

	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Cllr. Jane Midwood had sent her apologies.  She confirmed that she had received the documentation with regard to the C.L.A.R.E. bid.  Cabinet paper due to be published and accessible to all on 25th February 2008.  www.suffolk.gov.uk/sor

	
	


	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Cllr. Jane Bone reported that St. Edmundsbury had had a comprehensive performance assessment by the Audit Commission and had been given 58/60 which was the highest for all district and borough councils in the country.  Report on sustainable development to be circulated.  Cllr. Jane Bone said she had spoken to Cllr. Mike Dawson, Corporate Director, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council regarding their response to the Schools Organisation Review.  Whilst sympathetic, in the end it was to be the decision of the County Council.  Cllr. Bone took questions from the meeting.
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