Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in The Old School Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17th January 2008.
Present:  Cllr. O. Smith (Chairman), Roger Gee, Keith Haisman, Jim Meikle, Alan Parsley, Tony Sharp, June Smith;  Clerks: Ailsa Jobson and Les Warmington, County Cllr. Jane Midwood, Borough Cllr. Jane Bone and two parishioners
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked the Parish Council for their good wishes after her recent operation.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. P. Daniels and K. Mison and  J. Meikle for arriving late.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. T. Sharp declared an interest in items 9 a), 9 b) and 9c).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 13th December 2007 and 8th January 2008.
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 13th December 2007 was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 8th January 2008 was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting held on 13th December.  First Responders – Contact at Addenbrooke’s Hospital has been absent.  Cllr. J. Meikle to follow up.
Sharon Fairweather, Tourist Officer at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council is unable to attend this meeting.  To be invited to February meeting.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

Clerk

	
	Late correspondence received – Communities and Local Government.  Consultation paper to be passed to Cllr. P. Daniels for response by 15th February 2008.
	Clerk/

Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	
	Agreed to purchase laminator for the office.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Footpath past Golf Course (Stoke Road/Ashen Road).  Bridge has been out of action for some time.  Clerk to follow up with SCC.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clerk gave a verbal report on the enforcement issues at The Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street and the site visit made by the Enforcement Agency.  A site visit will be made by St. Edmundsbury in the near future.
	

	
	
	

	
	There has been a spate of vandalism in the Stoke Road area over Christmas/New Year and as a consequence the bus shelter has had to be repaired as a matter of urgency.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk had previously circulated the accounts and explained them in detail. Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – None.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Mr. Mortlock was no longer working Sundays owing to inconvenient bus times from Haverhill.
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning –  No report.
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Minor tree work has been completed.  Thermal imaging completed – awaiting results.  Reviewing burial charges.  Cllr. R. Gee is repairing holes in path to south of Church.
	

	d)
	Finance.  Minutes of meeting held on 8th January 2008 had been circulated and were summarised.   As a recommendation arising from the audit the Finance Clerk suggested that the Internal Auditor be invited to the February meeting and that this is duly minuted.  
	Cllr. P. Daniels

Finance Clerk

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  It was unanimously agreed to donate £100 to St. Nicholas Hospice, £50 to Optua and £50 to Age Concern.
	

	
	ii)
	Confirm leaving date for current Finance Officer.  Les Warmington confirmed his official leaving date as 31st January 2008 but will continue to lend assistance during the handover period and at subsequent times when required.  Clerk to officially accept his letter of resignation on Cllr. Daniels return.   Procedure for changing the bank mandate was discussed.  
	

	
	iii)
	Discuss and agree if Mr. Les Warmington will continue with the maintenance of cemetery records on an expenses only basis.  Mr. Warmington has kindly offered his services and this was agreed.
	

	
	iv)
	Discuss and agree approach to NALC (to be held in camera).  It was agreed to hold this agenda item at the end of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	SALC – No report.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Replacement windows and repair work on-going.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To receive a monthly report from Cllr. K. Haisman and agree future actions (circulated).   All on track.  Should be completed middle of March.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	To receive a report on weekly site meetings from Cllr. R. Gee.  Estimates being sought for decoration of the main hall and kitchen area.  Discussions with builder on paved area in front of French doors.  John Martin to check with Winston Knowles about barrier – likely to be hedging and posts.  
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Report back from Working Party including progression of future Management Committee.  Working Party comprises Cllrs. O. Smith, K. Haisman, J. Smith, T. Sharp and Messrs. Humphrey and Martin.  The parishioners who expressed an interest at the Open Evening have been contacted and are meeting w/c 21st January 2008.  The future maintenance of the Sports Pavilion was discussed including the possibility of having a caretaker for the Town Hall, Old School and Sports Pavilion.  It was suggested that the temporary changing buildings be kept until a caretaker is appointed.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp agreed to be the Parish Council representative on the Management Committee.  To be ratified at the February meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Clare Website
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Update on progress of new site.  Cllr. K. Haisman expressed his thanks to the working group.  New site is looking good and launch is imminent pending last minute amendments.  Post cards have been printed and distribution to be agreed.
	All

	
	
	

	15
	Schools Organisation Review – to receive an update from C.L.A.R.E. (Clare & Local Area for Rural Education).    Two documents to be delivered to Suffolk County Council on 18th January 2008  – A formal response to the PDP educational recommendations Chapter 10 and The Trust School Option.  The Parish Council was invited to endorse the covering letter and documents.  Cllrs. J. Meikle and T. Sharp declared an interest and left the meeting.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed that the letter and enclosures be duly 
endorsed by the Chairman, this was seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  Cllrs. Meikle and Sharp rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Meikle on behalf of C.L.A.R.E. thanked the Parish Council for their support
	

	
	
	

	16
	Town Sign – To receive a report and agree steps to be taken between now and February 2008 meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	A drawing of the proposed sign was shown.  Cllr. R. Gee stated that he no longer wished to be involved with the Town Sign project. The measurement of the roof was queried.  It was agreed to be an agenda item at the February meeting when Cllr. Mison will be able to attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Proposed car park in Clare
	

	
	
	

	a)
	To agree membership of a Working Party to progress the survey and questionnaire with the assistance of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	

	
	
	

	
	Working party to comprise Cllrs. O. Smith, J. Smith and A. Parsley.  Date to be progressed for meeting with St. Edmundsbury.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	To agree preferred site for a car park
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed that the only possible site at the moment was behind The Swan in “Backside Meadow”.
	

	
	
	

	18
	To agree whether to produce a Parish Council Newsletter and, if so, how to progress
	

	
	
	

	
	Agreed that Cllr. J. Meikle and Clerk to draft headings, Cllr. Meikle to seek to obtain design template, Cllr. J. Smith to bring samples of newsletters to next meeting.
	Cllrs. J. Meikle
J. Smith

Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/1975 – Variation of Condition 4 of planning permission SE/07/0903 to allow business to operate between the hours of 10.00 – 16.00 on Sundays and Bank Holidays – 1 High Street, Clare.  Cllr. T. Sharp declared an interest in this item and also b) and c) and left the meeting.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/07/1968 – Listed Building Application – Demolition of single storey additions/outbuildings and boundary wall – 31 High Street, Clare.  
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/07/1966 – (i) Erection of two storey dwelling (following demolition of single storey outbuildings and boundary wall); (ii) access and (iii) parking (revised scheme) – 31 High Street, Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	Items b) and c) were discussed.  A vote was taken - 3:3 - and on the Chairman’s casting vote Recommended Refusal was given.  Observation:  Overdevelopment of site.  Cllr. T. Sharp rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/08/0017 – Erection of garage with pitched roof and new pitched roof over existing flat roof – 25 Hertford Road, Clare.  Cllr. J. Meikle declared an interest and left the meeting.  Recommend approval was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Meikle rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1882 – 4 Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted
SE/07/1886 – 22 Hertford Road, Clare – Granted

TPO203(1994)2 – The Old Vicarage, Callis Street, Clare – Granted

TCA07/1566 – The Old Vicarage, Callis Street, Clare – Granted

TCA07/1554 – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1666 – 28 & 29 High Street, Clare – Refused

SE/07/1593 – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1774 – Rushbrook Cottage, Chilton Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1543 – 28 Callis Street, Clare – Withdrawn

TCA07/1547 – Thornton House, Nethergate Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed to the public at 9.05 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Patricia O’Brien, Portfolio Holder for Children and Young People, Suffolk County Council


	Re:  Schools Organisation Review public consultation.  Confirms that comments and views of Clare Parish Council will be fully registered and considered as part of the formal consultation process.  Cabinet will take all views into consideration and judge against the criteria of school performance, value for money and sustainability.  Re CPC’s request to distribute the consultation leaflet to every household in Clare – leaflets have been distributed to parents of school age and pre-school children, to town and parish councils and are freely available in libraries and other public offices. People can respond by post or via the website and there has been extensive advertising.  It was disputed that the document had been widely distributed - at least 20% of parents did not receive the consultation document and the pre-school was not consulted.  Only when C.L.A.R.E. collected and distributed the document was this done.  Action:  Clerk to write to SCC accordingly.

(Plus letter from School Organisation Review (west) that comments will be fully recorded.)

	2
	Kim Meikle, Environment Agency
	Re:  The Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street.   Confirms that site foreman was requested to clear the river of pallets and also remove pallets and other material being stored on the bank.  

	3
	Sara Sunderland, Clerk to Glemsford Parish Council
	Re:  Schools Organisation Review.  Confirms that Glemsford supports Option 3 and they have completed consultation document.

	4
	Diana Warwick, Clerk to Hundon Parish Council
	Re:  Schools Organisation Review.  Copy of letter to Suffolk County Council supporting Option 3.

	5
	John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  A1092, Clare, Heavy Goods Vehicle Traffic Survey.  Copy of e:mail to Sandra Gage, Senior Engineer, Integrated Transport Group, Environment and Transport, Suffolk County Council.  Copy to be put in Circulation Folder.

	6
	Newstalk
	Re: donation.  Thank you for donation.

	7
	Mr. R.J. Wood, parishioner, Daneum Holt, Clare
	Re: vandalism.  Reports vandalism to Daneum Holt signs.  Clerk has reported to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.

	8
	Hilary Workman, Licensing Services Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Street Café Vending Permit – Café Clare.  Granted for one table and three chairs to be sited outside Café Clare and a minimum of 1.8m pavement be maintained for the passing of pedestrians, for the purposes of public safety.


Items 2 – 8 noted.

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 17th January 2008
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  Police Direct has reported that there had been burglaries and attempted burglaries in retail premises in the centre of Clare.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time

	
	

	
	There were no questions from parishioners.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Re: Schools Organisation Review.  Haverhill was running a late campaign.  Cllr. Midwood had asked the straightforward question to Mrs. O’Brien, the Portfolio Holder, why were two Upper Schools in Haverhill needed?  This question was met with bewilderment and may not have even been considered.  Cllr. Midwood will be able to speak at the Cabinet meeting and requested a pre-meeting with Cllr. J. Meikle.  A discussion followed and concern was expressed about the lack of confidence in Suffolk County Council’s research and their ability to manage the transition without damaging children’s welfare and education.  Action:  County Cllr. J. Midwood and Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	

	
	White lining has been completed.  Still awaiting TROs on agreed works.  Meeting with mobility scooter users to be arranged with Jim Nunn in the spring.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Cllr. Jane Bone reported that the grant from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to Clare in Bloom has been cut to £3,750 for 2008.  She will be meeting with Mike Dawson, Corporate Director of St. Edmundsbury as she feels that the views of Clare have not been fully reflected in their response to the Schools Organisation Review.
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