Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Baptist Church Hall, Clare on Thursday 13th December 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:  Keith Haisman (Chairman), R. Gee, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Tony Sharp, June Smith; Clerks:  Ailsa Jobson and Les Warmington, one parishioner
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council sent their good wishes to Cllr. O. Smith for a speedy recovery.  In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman Cllr. K. Haisman was unanimously elected Chairman of the meeting and took the Chair.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. O. Smith, P. Daniels and A. Parsley, Cllr. J. Meikle for arriving late, and County Councillor Jane Midwood.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  None declared at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 15th November 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Minutes – page 5 – 17a) should state “Cllr. T. Sharp declared an interest and left the meeting” and at the end of 17a) “Cllr. T. Sharp rejoined the meeting.”  With this amendment accepted, acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk was asked to contact the Police regarding the illegal parking of cars on the pavement in Station Road and the consequent necessity for people to walk in the road.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	
	Affordable Housing Day on Wednesday 16th January 2008 – poster to be displayed in Pashlers Alley.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Dance East request for pick-up point for coach collection from Clare to Sudbury.  Market Hill is designated area.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	8
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	9
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk had previously circulated the accounts and explained them in detail.  Approval was requested for two additional payments – 1) £89,542.25 to A & D Builders for the Sports Pavilion – this was within budget and the work schedule and approved by Mr. John Martin, and 2) £100 towards expenses for C.L.A.R.E. – this had been agreed at previous meeting.  Acceptance of the accounts and approval of the additional payments was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – None.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – It was agreed that Cllr. J. Meikle will meet with Mr. Mortlock regarding his hours and Sunday working.  Any change to working hours must be passed to the Finance Clerk.  
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Meeting held recently.  David Bird from St. Edmundsbury will be visiting the Town Hall and The Old School – CHOC and Parish Council representative to be present.
	Clerk

	c)
	Cemetery – Two quotations will be obtained for a numbered plan of the graves in the Cemetery extension.  Seeking a grant for repair work to War Memorial.  All memorials/gravestones to be safety checked in 2008.
	

	
	i)
	Authorise the Cemetery Committee to settle the final form of the Cemetery Regulations.  It was unanimously agreed to authorize the Cemetery Committee to finalise the Cemetery Regulations.  Copies will be circulated to all Parish Councillors in due course.
	Cemetery Ctte

	
	ii)
	To agree recommendation of the Cemetery Committee to use thermal imaging to check the condition of trees.  The cost of this will be £585.00 plus VAT for 20 trees.  This will cover the trees in Nethergate Street and the fir trees in the Cemetery.  This recommendation was unanimously agreed.
	

	d)
	Website.  To be covered under agenda item 14).
	

	e)
	Finance.  Following meeting with Lynne Lodge of SALC it was agreed to take further advice from NALC to obtain greater clarity.
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  Optua to be considered at January 2008 Finance Committee meeting.  C.L.A.R.E.  (see correspondence item 2).  Following recommendation from the Finance Committee it was proposed to donate £437.89 (£259.29 for campaign boards and £178.50 for flyers).  This was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  Cllrs. J. Meikle and T. Sharp declared and interest and did not vote.     
	

	
	ii)
	To agree who will interview candidates for Finance Office vacancy and format of interview.   It was agreed to interview candidates in the New Year.  Subject to availability interviewers to be any three from Cllrs. O. Smith, P. Daniels, Cllr. K. Haisman, J. Smith and T. Sharp.  Once date is confirmed other Councillors to be invited to informally meet with candidates.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	SALC – No report.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – Concerns that First Responder scheme training is not being pushed forward.  Cllr. J. Meikle agreed to follow up with ambulance officer.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Repair, replacement and maintenance work summarised.
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare Society – A positive meeting had been held.  Traffic and parking are the major items of shared concern.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Report back on Christmas Lights
	

	
	
	

	
	The event was a great success and thanks were given to the parishioners and business community who further supported the event and the organizers who made it happen.  Clerk to write letter of thanks to Police, Mr. and Mrs. M. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. A. Beverley and Mr. and Mrs. B. Butcher, and Mr. M. Jacobs for storage of lights.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To receive a monthly report from Cllr. K. Haisman and agree future actions (circulated).   All on track.  
	

	
	ii)
	To receive a report on weekly site meetings from Cllr. R. Gee.  Roof going on and progressing well.  Two weeks behind schedule.  
	

	
	iii)
	Report back on meeting with Sam Jackson, Village Halls Advisor, Suffolk ACRE re membership of the Management Committee.  Mr. Jackson advised that the Parish Council are only holders of the deeds and are not responsible for any financing or running the pavilion. However, following discussion it was agreed to set up a Working Party to work with the existing management in order to progress the setting up of a new Management Committee. Mr. Jackson advised that the people who put their names forward should be contacted as soon as possible.  The Working party to consist of Cllrs. O. Smith, K. Haisman, T. Sharp and J. Smith.  
	

	
	
	

	14
	Clare Website
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Update on progress of new site.  Working party meeting held on 11th December – Jason Fitzpatrick attended and good progress was made.  Launch date to be 15th January 2008.  Volunteers required to deliver postcards in the new year.  Local Parish Councils to be sent cards.
	All Councillors

Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Schools Organisation Review
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Report back on public meetings.  Two C.L.A.R.E. meetings held – one in Clare and the other in Hartest.  Public consultation meetings have been held in village schools in the cluster area.  Closing date for consultation is 18th January 2008 – campaigning to continue in New Year.  Suffolk County Council decision will be made on 4th March 2008 – C.L.A.R.E. currently pressing for this to be full Council decision, not just cabinet.  Mr. Tim Yeo M.P. had visited Clare Middle School and met with staff, governors and pupils.  He was very supportive of option 3 and has written to every member of the Cabinet accordingly.  Level of questionnaires response is currently at 300, although a petition has 450 signatures.  It is important that everybody in the community responds.  Forms available from Clerk. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Copy letter received from Clare Business Association to Suffolk County Council supporting Option 3. To be covered under correspondence at the January 2008 meeting.  Clerk had received confirmation from Glemsford Parish Council that they have supported Option 3.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Town Sign – To receive a report and agree steps to be taken between now and January 2008 meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Unfortunately a discrepancy has been discovered and the thatch is bigger than originally planned.  It was agreed that the 6” post is not big enough but can be used for the frame.  8” post to be used instead.  Cllr. K. Mison has taken pictures of thatch and sign and Mr. Richard Webber will do a scaled drawing for the Parish Council to consider if possible for the next Parish Council meeting in January.
	Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	17
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/1774 – Proposed enlarged dormer/roof conversion and alterations to outbuilding to form art studio and library on the first floor – Rushbrook Cottage, Chilton Street, Clare.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1744 – Proposed enlarge dormer/roof conversion and alterations to outbuilding to form art studio and library on the first floor as amended by plans received 23/11/07 proposing two additional dormer windows rather than extensions of existing dormer – Rushbrook Cottage, Chilton Street, Clare.
	

	
	
	

	
	Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	TCA07/1554 – Trees in a Conservation Area – Fell five Thuja (1 on plan) and one Leylandii (2 on plan) – Stour House, Stoke Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/07/1882 – Listed Building Application – Replacement of 2no. windows to rear elevation – 4 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/07/1886 – Retention of pitched roof to former garage – 22 Hertford Road, Clare.  Cllr. J. Meikle declared an interest and left the meeting.  The Parish Council feel that they cannot make a decision.  There are too many corrections to the drawings and therefore they are unclear and do not appear to match the proposed works.  Cllr. J. Meikle rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1909 – Retention of garden shed in rear garden – Nethergate House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Cllr. J. Smith declared an interest and left the meeting.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Smith rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1897 – Erection of green chain link fence 1800mm high with gates to front – The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Cllr. J. Smith declared an interest and left the meeting.  Recommended approval was proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  Cllr. J. Smith rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1544 – 28 Callis Street, Clare – Granted
SE/07/1636 – The Old Vicarage, Callis Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1413 – 23 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1403 – 23 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1481 – 31 High Street, Clare – Withdrawn

TCA/07/1530 – The Old Vicarage, Callis Street,Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	

	18
	Proposed car park in Clare – report back on meeting with Chris Rand and Stephen Boor of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council and agree future actions
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. O. and J. Smith had met with St. Edmundsbury.  A basic survey will be required of current parking patterns.  Borough Council will assist with preparation and evaluation of survey.  Survey will need to be carried out by volunteers and it was suggested that the Clare Society and Clare Business Association may be able to help with this.   The Borough Council recommended that a questionnaire be sent to all households in Clare and that we contact Cavendish who have done a lot of the groundwork themselves.   It was put forward that Borough Councillor Jane Bone be invited to join a Working Party.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to have the formation of a Working Party and site identification as agenda items at the January 2008 meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Agree any actions following circulation of A1092 Clare Heavy Goods Vehicle Survey Results 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed to respond that although the information provided was noted it offers nothing with regard to minimizing traffic related risks in the town or traffic congestion management.   The Parish Council will continue to pursue traffic management improvement.  Suffolk County Council has agreed to some improvements already but they are as yet to be carried out.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Tourism – To review cooperation with St. Edmundsbury Borough Council (Sharon Fairweather, Tourism Officer)
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clare Business Association’s comments on the Discovery Day were noted (see correspondence item 7).  Clerk to respond.
The Clerk had spoken with Sharon Fairweather regarding the Discover Suffolk website and links to Clare.  Sharon had explained that businesses in Clare will have free entry on the website.  It was agreed that Sharon will need to put this forward to the Clare Business Association when she attends their AGM.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to invite Sharon Fairweather to the January Parish Council meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21
	Proposed office closing times over the Christmas period – from Friday 21st December 2007 and reopen on Thursday 3rd January 2008 
	

	
	
	

	
	Closing times agreed.  Contact number to left on answerphone and out of office message on e:mail.  Telephone messages to be checked remotely.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Agree date and venue for Annual Parish Meeting  - suggested date of Thursday 10th April 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	In order to fit in with the Combined Charities of Clare it was agreed that this will be held on Tuesday 22nd April 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in Halls 1 & 2 in The Old School.  Councillors were asked to think of a major subject of interest to the community which might attract better attendance than in past year.
	

	
	
	

	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	None.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Jerry Massey, Corporate Director of Resources, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Christmas Lights 2008.  The Borough Council is facing difficult financial decisions for every item of expenditure and it is for this reason that they have been reluctant to enter into any long term grant funding.  The Borough Council is impressed by the way the Parish Council has worked the local business community on the provision of Christmas lights and is keen to see this continue.  With the support of Councillor Paul Farmer, Portfolio Holder with responsibility of Resources, confirms that for 2008 the Borough Council will maintain their grant of £3,000.  Beyond 2008 it is likely that the Borough Council will review this and encourages the Parish Council to take this into account in the longer term.  Write letter of thanks.  Action:  Clerk

	2
	C.L.A.R.E.
	Re:  Donation.  Requesting financial assistance from Clare Parish Council for banners (£265.79), Campaign Boards (£259.39) and Flyers (£178.50).  To be covered under agenda item 10 d)

	3
	Mr. Hodson, parishioner
	Re:  Trees in Cemetery.  Expresses concern that the dead elm trees have not yet been removed.  When will this be done?  Requests that the large laurels within the Cemetery boundary are pruned as they are causing light deprivation.  Dead elm trees to be removed shortly.  Laurels were pruned in 2006 and will be looked at again in 2008.  Action:  Clerk

	4
	Mr. David Dadd, parishioner
	Re:  Planning Application SE/07/1666 – The Cardamom, High Street, Clare.  Astonished that the Parish Council did not support the extension of opening hours at the restaurant.  Given that the PC is supporting Option 3 in the Schools Organisation Review in order to prevent “the heart being ripped out of Clare” the PC is doing their best to ensure that a business does not succeed in Clare.  Although the PC stated that the restaurant is in a residential area there are already shops, a public house, two takeaway restaurants in the High Street and the residents for the most part live above or behind commercial premises.  This is one of the two main streets of commerce in the town.  If the PC does want the business to fail then it can be certain that it will not be replaced by anything similar, rather by further residential development which in turn will assist in the gradual running down of commerce in Clare.   Discussion followed.  Parish Council concluded that their decision was based on reaching a balance between residents and the business community.  

	5
	Michelle Allen, CADS
	Re:  Cake stall.  Asking permission to have a Cake Stall on Market Hill on 12th January 2008 from about 8.00 a.m.  Helping to promote pantomime and raise money to buy their own lights for productions.  Permission granted.  Action:  Clerk


	6
	Clare in Bloom Committee
	Re:  Probation Service.  Requesting help via the Parish Council in the spring 2008, as was done in 2007.  Probation Service to be contacted.  Action:  Clerk

	7
	Ron Longland, Secretary, Clare Business Assocation
	Re:  Discovery Day.  Disappointing - no advance publicity in newspapers, flyer in Pashlers Alley was double sided and not communicative, requesting a list of organizations/clubs e:mail addresses, inviting Sharon Fairweather to their AGM in January as a guest speaker.  Our thoughts on event and what should be done next?  To be covered under agenda item 20).

	8
	Mr. John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  Schools Organisation Review.  Copy of e:mail sent to SCC’s Children and Young People’s Services.  Supports Option 3 for Three Secondary Schools. Summarises reasons.  E:mail copied to all Parish Councillors

	9
	Ms. Susan Francis, Enforcement Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Former Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street.  Planning contravention notice served on 27th November 2007.  Requires owner to specify certain information within 21 days to enable St. Edmundsbury to give further consideration to the current breaches of planning control and obtain information regarding alleged breaches of planning control.  It is likely that formal action will be recommended if the matter is not satisfactorily resolved.  Clerk reported that she had been contacted by Environment Agency who were due to investigate broken pallets in the Chilton brook behind the site.  Clerk had requested a report.

	10
	Hilary Workman, Licensing Services Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Street Café Vending Permit of Café Clare to be considered by Licensing & Regulatory Sub-Committee on Thursday 13th December 2007 at 4.00 p.m.

	11
	Mr. John Martin
	Re:  Playing Field Pavilion.  Copy letter received from St. Edmundsbury giving approval for the substitute slates.

	12
	Sheila Martin, Secretary, Clare RBLWS
	Re:  Remembrance Sunday.  Thank you for paying for the Band.  Market Stall raised £134.27 and Elaine’s Poppy Collection raised £70.27.

	13
	Mr. David Hatton, parishioner
	Re:  Clare, Suffolk.  As he will be moving away from the area encloses copy of CDRom with the revised version of his book ‘Clare Suffolk’

	14
	Patsy Dell, Head of Planning and Engineering Services, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Annual parking Charge Review 2008/2009.  Grateful for comments on their proposals to increase charges in Haverhill and Bury St. Edmunds.  Welcome to attend meeting with Patsy Dell on 17th December in Bury St. Edmunds or 19th December in Haverhill.


Items 8 – 14 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 13th December 2007

	
	

	3
	Parishioners Question Time

	
	

	
	There were no questions from parishioners.

	
	

	4
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	The Clerk read County Councillor Jane Midwood’s e:mail report.

	
	

	5
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	None received.
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