Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 18th October 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. Olive Smith (Chairman), Patrick Daniels (Vice Chairman), Roger Gee, Keith Haisman, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, June Smith, Clerks:  Ailsa Jobson and Les Warmington
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Alan Parsley, Tony Sharp, Patrick Daniels for arriving late, Borough Councillor Jane Bone.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’s interests.  None at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 20th September and 4th October 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 20th September was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried by those present at that meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 4th October was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried by those present at that meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	20/09/07 PC meeting.  Agenda 10 correspondence 6) Cllr. J. Smith.  Commission is looking for volunteers for forums in this area. Would be ideal material to use in a newsletter, suggest putting on website.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	20/09/07 PC meeting.  Agenda 10 correspondence 7).  Cllr. J. Meikle.  Not relevant to this area.  No further action.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Parish Council Conference, Horringer, 19th November 2007.  Cllr. J. Smith and Chairman expressed interest.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	“Meet the Funders”  Tuesday 6th November 2007.  Cllr. J. Smith and Chairman expressed interest.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk read a letter from Les Warmington tendering his resignation as Finance Clerk suggesting this takes effect on 31st January 2008.   It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. P. Daniels will take to the next Finance Committee meeting.
	Chairman/Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk had previously circulated the accounts and offered to answer any questions.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – None.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Cleaners have started clearing leaves.
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Nothing to report
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Two companies had been invited to give quotations for possible repairs to the War Memorial.  The first had said it was in relatively good condition.  Three tenders had been received back for work to the trees.  It was recommended and agreed to accept the tender from Mortimer Tree Services.  Cllr. K. Mison has planted donated trees.  Cemetery Rules and Regulations are currently being updated.
	

	d)
	Website.  With regard to the domain name Pure Energy is prepared to give Clare Parish Council first refusal to the rights of the domain name for the sum of £10,000 if there should be a change in ownership of Pure Energy.  The Finance Committee recommended acceptance. Acceptance was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	e)
	Finance.  Cllr. P. Daniels summarised the recent Finance Committee meeting.  It was agreed to invite Lynne Lodge from SALC to a separate meeting to discuss the position of people who provide services to the Council.  Cllr. J. Smith to draw up list of issues to discuss.  
Risk management – a notice had been posted at the Playing Field in order to restrict car parking in Harp Lane while the Pavilion is constructed.  Supply of electricity to Chapel to be investigated. 

Christmas lights funding in 2008 to be followed up with St. Edmundsbury. 
Mr. John Knight, Internal Auditor, to be invited to a future Finance Committee meeting.  The meeting will need to be minuted. 
	Cllr. J. Smith


	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  None received. 
	

	
	ii)
	Precept – An updated copy was circulated.  The Finance Clerk explained the CHOC reserves.  Concern was expressed that the report from Kevin Hurley, commissioned by the Parish Council, on the repairs required to the Town Hall may have fallen behind.  It was agreed to write to CHOC.
	Clerk

	
	iii)
	Adoption of Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment Policy.  A copy of the proposed Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment Policy was circulated.  After due discussion Cllr. K. Haisman proposed that they be approved and adopted, this was seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Problems of access to the Halls are being addressed. Town Hall garden will be cleared and maintained.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare flood gates – Cllr. R. Gee had been advised that because the Clare gates are not in a conservation building the work required to the mechanisms on the gates will be done sooner rather than later.
	

	
	
	

	
	Combined Charities of Clare – Cllr. P. Daniels reported that currently the allotments are ¼ acre plots.  It was felt that this was too big a plot size for most gardeners today and therefore this will be reviewed in order to make some of the plots smaller and more manageable.  Cllr. Daniels advised that the second gate to the allotments had been locked.  
	

	
	
	

	
	C.L.A.R.E.  Cllr. J. Meikle reported on a recent local meeting on the Schools Organisation review.  On 29th October 2007 Suffolk County Council will be publishing three options as it affects Clare Middle School and the cluster area.  A public meeting is being organized by C.L.A.R.E. and will be held on Wednesday 14th November at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. in the Baptist Church. There will be officers from SCC present and it is an opportunity for the community as a whole to understand the advantages and disadvantages of the options.  There are also formal parenting and community meetings to be held at Clare Middle School on Monday 19th November at 7.30 p.m. and the Primary School on Thursday 22nd November at 7.30 p.m.  Separate meetings will be held with staff and governors etc. Views can be put forward up until the end of January and a decision will be made by the Cabinet of SCC in March 2008.  Schools Organisation Review to be agenda item at the November meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	13
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To receive a monthly report from Cllr. K. Haisman and agree future actions (circulated).   Noted.  The Open evening with the former Ipswich and England player, Kevin Beattie, on 17th October was well attended.  Several people had left their names as interested in joining the Management Committee.  A lot of preparation had gone into the meeting and it was agreed to write to Malcolm Smith, John Humphrey and John Martin to thank them accordingly.
	Clerk

	
	ii)
	To receive a report on weekly site meetings from Cllr. R. Gee.  The footings were in.  John Martin will speak with Winston Knowles in order to draw up the documentation with regard to the sewer connecting with a neighbouring property.
	

	
	iii)
	Update and agree future actions on Management Committee following meeting at Town Hall on Wednesday 17th October.  Various options on managing the new Pavilion were discussed and the need to ensure that it is efficiently run and utilized. After discussion it was agreed to invite Sam Jackson, Village Halls Advisor of Suffolk ACRE to a separate Parish Council meeting.  A list of questions is to be collated and passed to Mr. Jackson prior to the meeting.  Please pass questions to the Clerk.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Parish Council Working Party
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider short term issues and agree priority items to be taken forward.  
Cllr. J. Meikle agreed to be the Press Liaison Officer to start in January 2008.  Clerk to investigate training with SALC and Suffolk Acre.
It was agreed that the Newsletter should be progressed and to be brought forward to January 2008 meeting.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	ii)
	Agree membership of the Working Party to create the initial plan leading to the development of a Parish Plan.  The initial liaison will be with community groups and to establish a process.  Working party to include Chairman, Cllrs. K. Haisman and J. Meikle.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Clare Website
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To discuss and agree recommendation from Finance Committee concerning contract with Pure Energy.  See agenda item 11d).
	

	
	ii)
	Agree division of Directory section for editing.  The directory had been divided into sections and Councillors were asked to take one or two sections to check address and contact details, opening hours, new organizations etc. See Clerk. It was crucial that this section was up-to-date when the website goes live.
	

	
	
	


	17
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/1481 – Listed Building Application – Demolition of single storey additions/outbuildings and boundary wall – 31 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by the majority (4:3 against).
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/07/1479 – (i) Erection of two storey dwelling (following demolition of single storey outbuildings and boundary wall) ii) access (iii) parking – 31 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by the majority (4:3 against).
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1544 – Listed Building – to retain a 1.8 meter high fence – 28 Callis Street, Clare. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1543 – Variation of condition 04 of SE/01/1033/P to allow the annex associated with 28 Callis Street, to permit occupation by non family members.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.  Comment:  The condition was originally proposed for good planning reasons and there are no grounds shown for removing it.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. J. Meikle and K. Haisman declared an interest and left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1530 – Erection of single storey rear extension – 12 Clarence Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. J. Meikle and K. Haisman rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA07/1526 – Trees in a Conservation Area – Fell one Ornamental Cherry Tree – Cloth House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1241 – Thornton House, Nethergate Street, Clare – Withdrawn
SE/07/1207 – The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare – Withdrawn

SE/07/1278 – Bermuda House, Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted

TCA07/1503 – The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted

TCA07/1514 – 13a High Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	


	17
	Town Sign – To receive a report and agree future actions (circulated).  Chairman to pass insurance figure to Finance Clerk.  

Havebury had requested a drawing of the proposed sign.  It was thought that John Martin may have the original drawing.  Clerk to progress.  
Cllr. J. Smith agreed to contact John Laws in order to remove post in storage at the Country Park
	Chairman

Clerk

Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	18
	Remembrance Sunday arrangements  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman summarised arrangements for Sunday 11th November.  Councillors who wish to attend should be at the Church by 2.45 p.m.  Clerk to contact Police in order to request that traffic is halted during the laying of the wreaths.  Bench and “tea cup” planters will be removed.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	To consider agenda items for meeting with Clare Society
	

	
	
	

	
	Proposed agenda had been circulated.  Meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd November 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Committee Room of the Old School.  The Chairman, Cllrs. P. Daniels, A. Parsley and J. Meikle will attend.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Sheila Martin, Secretary, Clare RBLWS
	Re:  Annual Service of Remembrance.  To be held on Sunday 11th November at Clare Parish Church at 3.00 p.m.  Councillors invited to attend.  The parade will march from the Ex-Serviceman’s Club to the Church.  The wreath laying will take part after the service at the War Memorial.  Councillors and their partners are invited to return to the Ex-Serviceman’s Club after the service.  See agenda item 18

	2
	Sheila Martin, Secretary, Clare RBLWS
	Re:  Market Stall.  Requesting permission to hold their Market Stall and Mile of Coins on Saturday 3rd November from 9.00 a.m. onwards. Agreed.  Action: Clerk

	3
	Michelle Allen,  Secretary, CADS
	Re:  A Board.  Asking permission to have an ‘A’ Frame style board outside the Town Hall during the week of their productions.  Next production will be the pantomime during the first week of February.  Agreed.  Action: Clerk

	4
	SALC
	Re:  Suffolk:  the future?  SALC is holding “visioning” events across the County in November.  Speakers to include Suffolk Preservation Society, Suffolk ACRE, SCC Policy.  Various dates if interested.  Cllr. P. Daniels expressed interest.  Action:  Clerk

	5
	John Martin
	Re:  Sports pavilion.  Encloses copy letter from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council planning department confirming that the use of Bovingdon Berry on the red-side bricks (instead of Bovindon Berry Rural Multi) is acceptable.

	6
	Kevin Shipp, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Waiting and Access restrictions – Clare.  Note support and views of the Council.  Will arrange for proposals to be advertised.  Any objections received that cannot be resolved will be taken to Committee.  The Councillors will take all views into account before deciding if the proposals should be implemented as advertised, amended slightly or not implemented at all.

	7
	John Martin, Clare Playing Field Association
	Re:  Pavilion.  Playing Field Association is grateful to the Parish Council for continuing to make what is a considerable financial commitment to the project.

	8
	Police Direct
	Re:  Safer Neighbourhood Team.  Invitation to meet them on Tuesday 2nd October at Kedington Library between 3.30 – 5.00 p.m.  N.B. Invitation received at 11.30 that day!

	9
	Police Direct
	Theft of metals.  Thefts have continued county wide and nationally from lead roofs.  To steal metals in this way requires some time at the scene and a substantial vehicle to remove stolen items.  Contact 999 immediately.  If you have any information please contact Suffolk Police on (01473) 613500.  Suffolk Police urge people to record details of their personal property on a new national database.  If it is then lost or stolen and later recovered by police anywhere in Britain it can be identified.  Record your property on line before 19 November to be entered into prize draw – www.immbolise.com  


	10
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Make your mark on history!  Unique opportunity to name new streets and squares in Bury St. Edmunds.  Send suggestion by e:mail naming@stedsbc.gov.uk  drop into any borough council office or post.  Suggestions need to be appropriate for a shopping/leisure environment, historic relevance to area and reflect the 21st century nature of development.


Items 5 – 10 noted

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18th October 2007

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	The Clerk confirmed that Inspector Calton had been invited to the November Parish Council meeting.  A letter had been received from Inspector Calton following the introduction of Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  Feedback from the community has highlighted three areas of concern 1) Contact (contact details given) 2) Neighbourhood Tasking meetings.  A problem is identified by any means i.e. community, agency, police etc. and brought to the meetings held on the first Wednesday of each month. Representatives include SCC, Havebury Housing, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council and other co-optees as required. If a problem is identified within the community please feed this in for discussion.  3) Attendance at Parish Council meetings.  Because of the sheer number of PC meetings and other priorities Police Officers cannot guarantee attendance at meetings.  However they expect regular consultations to be taking place outside meetings and will attend if there is something specific to discuss.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.   None.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  No report.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	The Clerk reported that Borough Cllr. Jane Bone had spoken with Jerry Massey concerning funding for the Christmas Lights in Clare and that he had confirmed that everything was in place for this year.  However, 2008 was still to be considered.  It was agreed to write directly to Jerry Massey.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	
	The Clerk was asked to follow up with Borough Cllr. Jane Bone St. Edmundsbury’s decision to stop giving advice on trees.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	
	It was noted that there had been no response from Chris Rand of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council concerning car parking in Clare and the Clerk was asked to follow this up.  Action:  Clerk
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