Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 15th November 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. Olive Smith (Chairman), Keith Haisman, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, Alan Parsley, Tony Sharp, June Smith;  Clerk:  Ailsa Jobson; County Councillor Jane Midwood, Borough Councillor Jane Bone, Inspector Adrian Calton (part), PCSO Deborah Carroll-Beer (part); two parishioners.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Daniels and Gee and the Finance Clerk Les Warmington
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’s interests.   Cllr. Jim Meikle declared an interest in agenda item 15 ii).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Review of how Safer Neighbourhood Teams are working in practice in relation to Clare with Inspector Adrian Calton, St. Edmundsbury Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team, Suffolk Constabulary.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 18th October and 29th October 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 18th October was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 29th October was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Proposed car park in Clare.  Chris Rand of St. Edmundsbury suggested meeting the Chairman and another councilor to progress.  It was agreed that Cllr. J. Smith will join the Chairman.  Clerk to progress meeting date.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Meeting with Clare Society.  The date arranged for the meeting was 22nd November.  However, this clashed with the Clare Primary School Organisation Review meeting and it was agreed to rearrange this.  Clerk to progress.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  A1092 Clare Heavy Goods Vehicle Survey Results 2007.  To be circulated to councilors and to be an agenda item at December meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk had previously circulated the accounts.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – None.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Mr. Gotts had done an excellent in job in clearing the leaves from the greenswards.  
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Meeting arranged at the end of the month.
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Two quotations had been received for the repair of the War Memorial.  The recommended quotation from East Anglian Memorials was accepted.  Memorial will be patched, repaired and lettering repainted.  Clerk to write to companies concerned.  It was agreed that Cllr. K. Mison will attend a day’s course on “Why trees snap” at a cost of £160.00.  This will be invaluable particularly in the light of problems with some of the beech trees in Nethergate Street.
	Clerk

	d)
	Website.  Items to be covered under agenda item 14.  
	

	e)
	Finance.  Cllr. P. Daniels had circulated the report of the last meeting.  Concern was expressed about a comment in paragraph 3 relating to attendance at Committee meetings and it was agreed to request amendment at the next meeting.
	Finance Ctte

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  It was agreed to make a donation of £200 to the Clare Summer Club as and when it is needed and £50 to Newstalk.  Stop Stansted Expansion had requested a donation but having regard to the stringent conditions to be satisfied under Section 137 it was felt that no immediate and obvious benefit could be discerned for the parishioners of Clare.  
	

	
	ii)
	To finalise and formally adopt precept.  A discussion took place on the precept for CHOC support.  An outline was given of the repair work required.  With regard to the Pavilion Management it was considered that the proposed sum of £5,000 was too low and a discussion followed covering on-going maintenance and running costs, cleaning, security, fund raising etc.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed that the Pavilion Management precept be increased to £7,500.00.  This was carried by a majority.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed to formally adopt the Precept, this was seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	iii)
	Report on meeting with Lynne Lodge, Deputy Chief Executive, SALC.  To be discussed at the next Finance Committee meeting and recommendations to be brought to December Parish Council meeting.
	Finance Committee

	
	iv)
	Agreement to increase the membership of the Finance Committee from 4 to 5.  Cllr. K. Mison agreed to join this Committee.
	

	
	v)
	Approve purchase of new computer for use of the Clerk.  This was approved unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Christmas Lights – The Chairman, Cllrs. A. Parsley and K. Mison agreed to meet the Mayor on arrival.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Garden/patio being tidied.  Windows at top left hand side need attention.  Safety aspect of the curtains being addressed.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park Panel meeting.  Rangers’ report put in circulation folder.  Footpath and fencing to Keep being renewed.  Play equipment being reviewed.  New mechanisms to flood gates should be completed by end November.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Discovery Day.  Event poorly advertised.  Tourism to be an agenda item at December meeting.  Clerk to contact Sharon Fairweather about link to Clare website.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To receive a monthly report from Cllr. K. Haisman and agree future actions (circulated).   All on track.  First invoice approved to be paid.
	

	
	ii)
	To receive a report on weekly site meetings from Cllr. R. Gee.  All going well.
	

	
	iii)
	Confirmation of meeting to the held with Sam Jackson, Village Halls Advisor Suffolk ACRE, on Wednesday 21st November 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in Halls 1 & 2 at The Old School, with regard to setting up of Management Committee.  Questions to be sent to Sam Jackson.  Invitation to be extended to Messrs. Martin and Humphrey.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	Clare Website
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Update on progress of new site.  Although changes have not appeared on the “dummy” site, work is progressing apace behind the scenes.
	

	
	ii)
	Raising awareness of website launch.  Discuss and agree proposed postcard and related costs for launch. Sample postcards were distributed.  It was agreed to order 2000 cards at a cost of £328.  Cllr. K. Haisman to draft wording for card and article for Clare Focus.
	Cllr. K. Haisman


	
	iii)
	Proposal and agreement on additional hours for Clerk during transition to new site and updating work required thereafter.  Clerk left the meeting for this item. Additional hours during transition and after agreed.  
	

	
	
	

	15
	Schools Organisation Review
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Report back following public meeting in Clare held on 14th November 2007.  Well attended with wide range of people from the community and local villages. Professional and informative presentation.  Write to C.L.A.R.E. secretary.  Considerable support for a secondary school on the current middle school site. 300+ signatories have been obtained for petition.  In terms of the building the fundamental structure of the middle school is sufficient and perfectly sound and will only require 3 – 4 additional classrooms and science labs.  Concerns raised over accommodating additional pupils to age 11 at Hundon, Wickhambrook and Thurlow village schools.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Cllr. J. Meikle left the meeting.  Cllr. T. Sharp declared an interest and left the meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	Parish Council to consider actions to be taken by it in light of the above public meeting and other representations made to the Parish Council.  A lengthy discussion followed. The sustainability of Clare without an upper school was discussed and the negative impact this would have in attracting young families to the area and the knock-on effect to businesses and shops.   It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council gives its full support to Option 3 – to have an upper school in Clare on the current Middle School site.  Letter to be written and registered as a consultation response, to be copied to Tim Yeo M.P., County and Borough Councillors, neighbouring Parish Councils, Haverhill Echo, Sudbury Free Press.  Questionnaires had not been distributed to all parishioners although this is a community issue and everybody has the right to respond to the Consultation. It is crucial that questionnaires are completed and returned. In particular it is important to give reasons for views.  All Parish Councillors to encourage groups and individuals to complete questionnaires.
	Clerk

All Councillors

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. J. Meikle and T. Sharp rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Town Sign – To receive a report and agree future actions
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith and Cllr. K. Mison agreed to contact John Laws and Peter Ennis respectively about post currently stored at Country Park.  Cllr.J. Smith agreed to investigate who holds the key to the barn where the roof is currently stored.  Sign needs to be drawn by a draughtsman and it was agreed to contact Richard Webber.  
	Cllr. J. Smith

Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	


	17
	Planning
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp declared an interest and left the meeting.
	

	a)
	SE/07/1666 – Variation of conditions 4 & 5 of planning permission SE/05/1069/P to amend opening hours to 1200 to 1430 and 1730 to 2400 Friday and Saturdays and 1200 to 1430 and 1730 to 2300 Mondays to Thursdays – The Cardamom, 28 and 29 High Street, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Comment:  1) the restaurant does not adhere to current closing time 2) is in residential area and 3) no other restaurant is open until that time in Clare.
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp rejoined the meeting.
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA07/1547 – Trees in a conservation area notification.  (i) To fell two eucalyptus trees (marked 1 on plan), one ash tree (3) and one goat willow tree (5); (ii) to coppice one twin stemmed hawthorn tree (2); and iii) to coppice one willow tree to 2 meters (4) – Thornton House, Nethergate Street, Clare.    No recommendation made.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1578 – 3 Hertford Road, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1423 – Boat House Mews, Nethergate Street, Clare – Refused

TCA07/1526 – Cloth House, Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1530 – 12 Clarence Road, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1440 – The Cock, 3 Callis Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1342 – Old Court, Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1340 – Old Court, Nethergate Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	

	18
	To discuss breach of Planning Conditions and other issues at The Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street and agree actions
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk read out correspondence with St. Edmundsbury Borough Council Enforcement Officer.  Clerk has reported dumping of broken pallets in river behind site to Environment Agency.  Highways to be contacted re state of bank opposite entrance.  Police to be contacted re obstruction of the highway.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	To agree Parish Council and Finance Committee meeting dates for 2008
	

	
	
	

	
	Agreed.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Tourism, car park.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Patricia O’Brien, Portfolio Holder for Children, Schools and Young People’s Services, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  School organization review – make sure you have your say.  Encloses consultation documents for Haverhill and the surrounding area (circulated).  Consultation starts on 29th October 2007 finishing on 18th January 2008.  Considered under agenda item 15.

	2
	Les and Rosemary Warmington, parishioners
	Re:  School organization review.  In favour of two tier system but expresses concerns and asks that the Parish Council takes action on behalf of the community.  Presents credentials.  Concerned that information about the SCC proposals is focused on parents rather than whole community.  Believe that education is a community responsibility and that schools are in the heart of that community.  With the removal of school facilities in Clare this will inevitably result in damaged to the social and commercial framework of the town. Lists proposals in detail.   Considered under agenda item 15.

	3
	Catherine Osborne, Rights of Way Improvement Plan Officer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Countryside Access Community Scheme.   The Rights of Way Improvement Plan consultation in 2004 showed many more parishes would like to be involved in working with SCC to improve countryside access.  As a result SCC is now in the process of creating a new countryside access community scheme.    Encloses information about the kind of work that they anticipate parishes undertaking.  Is the PC interested in taking part?  To be passed to Cllr. K. Mison for consideration.  Action: Clerk/Cllr. K. Mison

	4
	Eddie Meelan, Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Suffolk Fire Authority – Draft integrated risk management action plan 2008 – 2009 Consultation.  Outlines what they propose to do in the year starting April 2008.  Comments by 24 December 2007.  To be put in Circulation Folder.

	5
	Mike Dawson, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Gypsy and Travellers sites.  As part of Government’s affordable housing requirements St. Edmundsbury needs to find 15 pitches in the Borough.  Each pitch is about ¼ acre. Ideally pitches will not be on one site but in a number of smaller, family-sized sites.  These could be managed by a private or registered social landlord, another agency or the Gypsy and Travellers themselves.  Managers will monitor the site to ensure compliance with planning requirements.  Help and support will be offered to ensure the site is run in harmony with local community.  If the Parish Council knows any land that may be suitable please reply to St. Edmundsbury.  To be put in Circulation Folder.

	6
	David Wood, Partnership Manager, WSLSP
	Re:  Annual Conference.  To be held on 28th November at the Athenaeum, Angel Hill, Bury St. Edmunds from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. followed by lunch.  There will be eight workshops including Community Engagements, Mental Health, Rural Issues and Children and Young People.  Does anybody wish to attend?  Contact Clerk if interested in attending.


	7
	David Botwright, Minerals and Waste Policy Advisor, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Consultation on Suffolk Minerals Development Plan Documents.  Inviting comments by 3rd December 2007.

Re:  Consultation on Suffolk Waste Development Plan Documents.

Inviting comments by 24th December 2007.  Noted.

	8
	David Bird, Emergency Planning Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Emergency Planning Plans.  Requesting a copy of our most recent Emergency Plan.  Mr. Bird would be delighted to review any of the work undertaken so far.  Clerk to liaise with Emergency Planning Committee.  Action:  Clerk

	9
	Mrs Frankie Weeks, Volunteers Manager, West Suffolk Voluntary Association for the Blind
	Re:  Group in Clare.  Hoping to start 10th group in Clare and writing for two reasons 1) to make it known that they are available for anyone with sight problems who might like to go to the Club and 2)  Does the PC know of anyone who might like to volunteer  to help run the Club once a month.  Will need drivers, tea makers etc.  Already have a volunteer to run the Club.  To be included in Circulation folder.

	10
	Roy Banks, Chairman, SALC St. Edmundsbury Area Committee
	Re: Members Survey.  1) Enforcement Notices and how they are followed up and 2) Safer Neighbourhood Teams.  Interested in comments on the above.  To be passed to Cllr. K. Haisman (SALC Rep).  Action:  Clerk/Cllr. K. Haisman

	11
	Suffolk Police
	Re:  Suffolk Roadsafe and Community Speed Watch.  Number of organizations who have responsibility or interest in road safety.  Newly formed Suffolk Roadsafe Partnership has two objectives 1) to reduce the number of road casualties and 2) to promote road safety.  Organisations involved are SCC, Suffolk Constabulary, East of England Ambulance Service and the Highways Agency.  Website www.suffolkroadsafe.net Launching countywide initiative Community Speed Watch.  Scheme aims to share the responsibility for addressing speed-related offences between the community and the police with active community members monitoring speed at selected locations with Home Office approved speed detection devices.  Offending vehicle details are passed to the Police and a letter of caution sent. Costs and further details provided.  Noted.  No further action.

	12
	Suffolk County Council
	Re:  SCC Budget proposals for voluntary and community sector.  Further to Budget Proposals (see item 14) SCC staff (Aidan Dunn, Graham Gatehouse and Guenever Pachent) will be holding a briefing session on Monday 26th November 10.00 a.m. – mid-day to take about how the budget proposals may affect the Voluntary and Community sectors.  Contact Clerk if interested.

	13
	Carl Benson, Clare Fire Station
	Re:  Invitation to attend Learn and Live presentation on Wednesday 21st November at 7.30 p.m. in the Bell Hotel.  This is a hard hitting presentation aimed at young drivers between 17 and 24 however it’s open to all (nobody under 16 years of age).  

	14
	Mike Moore, Chief Executive, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  SCC Budget Proposals for 2008/2009.  Full budget details are available on www.suffolk.gov.uk  


	15
	Police Direct
	Re:  Damage in Kedington.  On Friday 19th October between 9.40 and 9.50 p.m. two incidents of criminal damage.  In both incidents a group of youths dressed in hooded tops were seen to abscond from the scene.  This criminal behaviour reflects an unfortunate trend.  With the assistance of the community it can be brought to a close.

	16
	Police Direct
	Re:  Attempted burglary at Cockfield Post Office.  On Tuesday 23rd October at 3.30 a.m.  Two white males trying to jemmy open front door, disturbed.  Left the scene in a dark blue or black old style Peugot 406 driven by third white male.  

	17
	Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Temporary Closure of Footpath 2, Clare.  Will be closed between 19 November and 2 December 2007 in order to enable works to be carried out at the bridge section of the weir.

	18
	John Martin, Clare Playing Field Association
	Re:  Sports Pavilion, Harp Lane.  Copy of A & D Builders Employers Liability Insurance expiring on 2nd November 2008.


Items 13 – 18 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th November 2007

	3
	Review of how Safer Neighbourhood Teams are working in practice in relation to Clare with Inspector Adrian Calton, St. Edmundsbury Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team, Suffolk Constabulary.  

	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed Inspector Adrian Calton and PCSO Debbie Carroll-Beer to the meeting.  Inspector Calton confirmed that St. Edmundsbury Rural South has two police officers – PC Brendan McKenna and PC Ruth Horton and PCSO Debbie Carroll-Beer.  In the event of an urgent matter please ring 999.  Non-urgent matters should be reported to (01284) 774100.  The police will not routinely attend Parish Council meetings unless specifically asked but Inspector Calton hoped that contact will continue outside of the meetings with the Parish Clerk and Chairman.  “Tasking” meetings are held on the first Wednesday of every month and Havebury, Suffolk County Council, Borough Council and the Fire Service are represented.  Three policing forums are held each year for members of the public to attend.  In future the police will attend the three monthly SALC meetings.

	
	

	
	The Clerk expressed concern over a recent “Meet your Local Beat Officers” briefing when notice was only given on the day of the meeting itself.  Police officers will be at Clare Library on Saturday 17th November at 10.30 a.m. in the Library.

	
	

	
	A parishioner is concerned over speeding motorists going in and out of Cavendish towards Glemsford and asked whether a speed camera could be set up closer to Cavendish rather than opposite the farm shop. 

	
	

	
	Inspector Calton acknowledged that there are illegal parking issues in Clare and in particular prolonged parking in limited waiting areas and he is in contact with Kevin Shipp of Suffolk County Council highways.  If people park illegally in Clare they run the risk of a fixed penalty.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time. 

	
	

	
	A parishioner reported that the alleyway between The Cock and The Old School was covered in leaves and slippery.  The Chairman agreed to ask the street cleaners to sweep it the following day.  Action: Chairman

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood reported that she was now fully supporting the proposal for a secondary school in Clare (Option 3 in the School Organisation Review) and as a consequence had resigned immediately as a Governor at Samuel Ward School in Haverhill.  She is concerned about the position of a number of village primary schools where numbers are either falling and/or building additional classrooms will be difficult.  Commended the C.L.A.R.E. Schools Organisation Review meeting held on 14th November 2007.

	
	


	
	A parishioner who uses a mobility scooter has contacted County Cllr. Jane Midwood about access problems on Sheepgate Lane/Bridewell Street because of the on-going gas works there.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood suggested arranging a meeting between people who use mobility scooters and Jim Nunn, West Area Highways Manager, Suffolk County Council to look at problem areas in Clare.  Mobility vehicle user names to be collated.  Action:  Parish Council/County Cllr. Jane Midwood

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood reported on a recent Safer Neighbourhood Team Tasking Group meeting at Wickhambrook which she had attended and concerns she had raised on 1) thefts of lead from churches and other buildings 2) liaison with villages 3) lack of support in some Neighbourhood Watch schemes.  

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Borough Councillor Jane Bone reported on recent issues in Bury. St. Edmunds.  
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