Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 20th September 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. Olive Smith (Chairman), Roger Gee, Keith Haisman, Jim Meikle, Keith Mison, 

Alan Parsley, Tony Sharp, June Smith, Clerks:  Ailsa Jobson and Les Warmington, County Councillor Jane Midwood, Borough Councillor Jane Bone, Chris Rand (St. Edmundsbury Borough Council) and 3 parishioners
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. P. Daniels and K. Mison for arriving late.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’s interests.  None at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Discussion on proposed car park for Clare with Chris Rand, Principal Planning Policy Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, and the implications of their letter of 1st May 2007.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman highlighted the large amount of work that was being carried out by the Parish Council at the present time and if any Parish Councillor felt that they have taken on too much, or alternatively had additional time to spare, then please speak to her.  
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 16th August and 4th September 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 16th August was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried by those present at that meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 4th September was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried by those present at that meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	


	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re: Public Footpath 14 – Chilton Street, Clare.  It was agreed to write to Suffolk County Council and request that the landowner keeps the path marked.  Clerk to respond to Mr. Jennings.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street.  Agreed to contact Enforcement Officer with current situation.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Clerk summarised recommendations made from the auditors concerning the statement of the Parish Council outstanding loan, risk assessment policy and internal auditor recommendations.  
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk had previously circulated the accounts and offered to answer any questions. Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed that the Finance Clerk will circulate the accounts prior to the meeting at about the same time as the Clerk circulates the agenda.  The details will be accurate up to the statement date of the 5th of the month.  The precept is still under construction.
	Finance
Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial. Lawrence Jeffery Russell – 2001 (cemetery extension).
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning –   Cllr. R. Gee has stood down from the Committee.  For Health & Safety reasons Mr. Mortlock as a lone worker will be provided with a mobile phone for emergency calls if necessary and a torch.  
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Nothing to report.
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Thanks to Cllr. K. Mison for repairing the seat on the corner of Common Street.  Posts and railings around new cremation area will be removed.  Tree work tenders to be returned by 28th September.  Cllrs. Mison and Sharp had planted two of the donated trees, more to be planted soon.  The Nuttery should be cleared of all fallen branches by middle of October but all paths are passable.
	

	d)
	Finance.  In Cllr. P. Daniels absence Cllr. K. Haisman summarised the meeting.  It was agreed to place existing funds of £200,000 on the money market rate offered by Lloyds TSB rather than the TSB’s deposit account.  All Parish Councillors had been contacted in order to gain their consent.  This will mean additional income of approximately £500 in some months.  Recommended informing Zurich insurance company of the Pavilion construction and obtain cover or risk of fire or destruction for that and the Town Sign.  Chairman is currently waiting for estimate of replacement value of the sign.  Construction contract of £325,000 with A & D Builders agreed and signed (see agenda item 14).  John Martin has prepared a summary of running costs when the Pavilion is completed.  It was crucial to ensure a Management Committee was in place as soon as possible.  Operating costs cannot be covered by fees and fund raising alone.  It was agreed to be considered in the precept.  Recommendation in Precept for Parish Plan (see agenda item 15).
Finance meeting dates finalised for the remainder of the year.  Full agenda and minutes to be circulated for every meeting.
	Finance Clerk/

Chairman

Finance Ctte
Cllr. P. Daniels/Clerk

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  None received. 
	

	
	ii)
	Recommendation and agreement on funding for the Christmas Lights 2007.  Cllr. J. Smith confirmed that there will be sufficient funding for this year (Parish Council £2,000, St. Edmundsbury Grant £3,000, CBA £4,000).  With regard to future funding in 2008 it was agreed to write to St. Edmundsbury.
	Clerk/Cllr. J. Smith

	
	iii)
	Adoption of Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment Policy.  To be an agenda item at the next meeting on Cllr. P. Daniels return.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom.  CiB has received a Silver Award from Anglia in Bloom. Letter of congratulation to be sent. AGM to be held on Monday 15th October at 7.30 p.m. in the Committee Room.  Parish Councillors welcome to attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	SALC.  Cllr. K. Haisman had attended recent area meeting – presentations on waste management and environmental issues.  
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP.  Nothing to report.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC.  The Chairman had requested their budget in order for the Parish Council to precept.  Names of trustees and accounts have been sent to the Charity Commission. Chairmanship will change to Mrs. Rosemary Warmington at the next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Ratify and approve signature of contract with construction company.  The contract had been signed by Cllrs. Haisman and Daniels and this was ratified and approved unanimously. 
	

	
	ii)
	To receive a monthly report and agree future actions (circulated).  Funding is in place.  Construction will start on 1st October or shortly thereafter depending on the type of bricks used.  Contract has been shortened to 16 weeks.  
	

	
	iii)
	Agree arrangements and date for public meeting in October.  Clerk to check whether the Town Hall is available on Saturday 13th October in the morning.  Working party to be set up to organize – Chairman, Cllrs. J. Smith, K. Haisman, T. Sharp and John Martin.  Chairman to arrange a meeting.
	Chairman



	
	iv)
	Discussion of future management of the Pavilion.  Crucial to get management committee up and running during construction of Pavilion and therefore the public meeting will be very important. Cllr. R. Gee and John Martin will be holding weekly meetings with builders during construction.  Cllr. K. Haisman will continue monthly meetings with John Martin.
	

	
	v)
	Publicity and organization of the press launch.  Unfortunately the press launch cannot take place as planned on 24th September as the Football Foundation is unable to send a representative on that date.  They will revert with alternative dates.  
	

	
	
	

	15
	Parish Council Working Party
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Report back from the Working Party.  Papers had been circulated.  Short term issues to be considered at October meeting.
	Clerk

	
	ii)
	To consider and, if thought fit, agree the proposal from the Working Party that the Parish Council should initiate work leading to the development of a Parish Plan.  Cllr. J. Smith proposed this, was seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  £4,000 to be included in the Precept.  Agenda item for October meeting. Thanks to Cllr. K. Haisman for the background work.
	Finance Ctte

Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	Clare Website
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To agree on the way forward for the Clare website.  It was agreed that the Website Committee will hold at least one formal meeting a year and sub-committees set up as and when necessary.
	

	
	ii)
	Approval of agreement with Pure Energy Multimedia on Clare Website redesign and building and ongoing management (circulated).  Agreement has already reached on the cost of site re-design and build - £1,000 and thereafter £100 ongoing management (8 hours per month).  At the Finance Committee meeting concern had been expressed over 1) Pure Energy’s wish to retain ownership of the domain name given their substantial historical investment in the site and 2) capping of the monthly ongoing management charge. Cllr. K. Haisman had spoken with Jason Fitzpatrick who had agreed that in the event of a change in the majority ownership of Pure Energy Multimedia Ltd. the ownership of the domain name www.clare-uk.com will be transferred to Clare Parish Council at no cost.  He also agreed to cap the monthly charge by no more than the Retail Price Index.  It is hoped that the re-designed website will be up and running by the end of November.    Cllr. K. Haisman proposed that the Parish Council agree to sign the contract subject to finalizing the change of ownership clause and the cap on monthly management charge and this be delegated to the Website Committee.  This was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	


	
	iii)
	To discuss and agree whether the Guestbook should be reinstated.  After discussion it was agreed to reinstate the Guest Book subject to disclaimers being in place.  Monitoring will need to be agreed.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/1342 – Listed Building Application – Amendment to previously approved scheme (SE/06/2443 and SE/06/24448) for retention of repositioned 3 no. rooflights, include obscure glass and 2 no. to be fixed closed amended by letter and plans received 10th September 2007 drg no. 327/02C making 3 no. rooflights obscure glazed and fixed – Old Court, Nethergate Street, Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1340 – Planning Application – details as above – Old Court, Nethergate Street, Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	TCA07/1503 – Trees in a Conservation Area Notification – (i) Walnut tree – 25% reduction to one side to balance tree (marked 1 on plan); (ii) Walnut tree – 10% crown reduction (2 on plan); (iii) Multi-stemmed Sycamore tree – remove up to three stems to clear the fence line (3 on plan); Multi-stemmed Horse Chestnut tree – remove up to three stems to clear the fence line (4 on plan) – The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA07/1514 – Trees in a Conservation Area Notification – Fell three conifer trees (marked T1 on plan) and one cherry tree (T2 on plan) and reduce height of two conifer trees to 1.2m (T3 on plan) – 13a High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1149, SE/07/1151, SE/07/1125, SE/07/1131 – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
SE/07/1147 – The Old Bank House, Market Hill, Clare – Granted

SE/07/0943- 22 Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1115 – 37 Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1095 – 4 Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1100 and SE/07/1154 – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1210 – The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare – Withdrawn

SE/07/1243 – Thornton House, Ashen Road, Clare – Withdrawn

TCA07/1483 – 21 Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/1091, SE/07/1093 – Co-operative Local, Market Hill, Clare - Granted

SE/07/1223 – The Old Police Station, Erbury Place, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	18
	To consider Jim Nunn’s report and agree date for review 
	

	
	
	

	
	Items noted.  To be reviewed at January 2008 meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Town sign – To receive a report and agree future actions 
	

	
	
	

	
	Update has been circulated. Clerk had received a response from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council advising that advertisement consent will be required for the sign.   It was thought that a template for the sign had been made originally. Chairman agreed to speak to David Dadd.  
	Chairman



	
	
	

	20
	To discuss and agree action on the maintenance of the fingerpost signs in Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion Cllr. T. Sharp agreed to move them into correct positions.
	Cllr. T. Sharp

	
	
	

	21
	Clare Combined Charities – To consider suggestions for replacement Trustee and re-appointment of existing Trustees
	

	
	
	

	
	Dr. Alan Stewart is resigning as a Trustee.  Cllr. K. Haisman proposed that Cllr. P. Daniels replace him, this was seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was unanimously agreed to the re-appointment of the existing Trustees John Laws and Sherry Wilson.  Clerk to confirm to Ron Longland.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Precept, Remembrance Sunday, agenda items for meeting with Clare Society.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.35 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer
	Re:  Formal Consultations – Waiting and Access Restrictions, Clare.  Encloses plans for 1) Snow Hill – 3 new areas for double yellow lines to aid visibility and safety in the area 2) Cavendish Road – new section of double yellow lines to aid visibility and provide a pull in area 3) High Street – two areas of existing waiting to be removed 4) Malting Lane – Proposals to provide double yellow lines at the end of the section of road to prevent obstruction to the slipway.  Proposed restricted access with exemptions for permit holders will not allow motor vehicles in the area.  The permit will effectively be a key for a lockable bollard to allow access to the slip.  Informally been agreed.  Now formally consulting on proposals and would welcome views of the Parish Council.  N.B. Clerk has had subsequent conversation with Kevin Shipp and confirmed that keys will only be given to Environment Agency and others to be agreed, for example – police, etc.  Confirm agreement.  Action:  Clerk.  

	2
	John Martin
	Re:  Sports Pavilion.  Confirms contract has been signed.  Encloses copy of contractor’s insurance details which expires on 3rd November 2007.  As a result has requested they provide confirmation from their insurers that their policies are renewed.  Cllr. P. Daniels kindly took minutes of the meeting and will copy for PC’s file and John Martin. Follow up with Cllr. P. Daniels.  Action: Clerk.

	3
	Licensing Services, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Highways Act 1980: Section 115 – Street Café Vending Permit.  Received application for consent to site up to two tables and six chairs to the front of café daily between hours of 9.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  Comments on this application to be received by 1st October 2007. Letters 4) and 5) noted.  Objections still stand – site presents hazards – tables will be on footpath and will obstruct motorized vehicles for the disabled etc.  This stretch of road is intrinsically dangerous and it would be unfortunate to add to the risks.  Additionally there is not sufficient space in front of the narrow café for tables and chairs without detrimentally affecting neighbouring properties.  Clerk reported that an Enforcement Officer had visited Café Clare on 14th September and asked them to remove the table and chairs which were not permitted until approval had been given by Licensing Services. Clerk to write to Licensing Services copied to St. Edmundsbury Planning Department Action:  Clerk.

	4
	Mr. & Mrs. Hockley, parishioners, Saddlers Cottage, Well Lane
	Re:  Café Clare application for Street Vending Permit.  Number of concerns 1) Not enough room for the furniture directly outside the café without either blocking the pavement or encroaching on their neighbour’s property and invading their privacy. Encloses photo showing that one table and two chairs fill available width and therefore the further tables and four chairs will spill forward onto pavement or across pavement directly outside neighbouring property.  By using a reduced number of tables and chairs they are misleading passerbys as to the real extent of the application and so avoiding objections.   2) Already serving customers outside without a permit* 3) They have advertised street vending application so low in window that customers sitting outside stop people being able to see it.  *N.B. Clerk contacted Licensing who confirmed that a street vending licence is required before café can put tables and chairs out.  Noted.

	5
	The Rt. Rev’d Christopher Foster and The Rev’d Sally Foster, parishioners, Moot Hall, Well Lane
	Re:  Licence application for Café Clare.  The application refers to the placing of up to two tables and six chairs to the front of the Café daily.  1) One table and two chairs are currently in position.  One chair and occupant is visible from dining room window of Moot Hall and experience is that public peer through our windows.   Siting of further table and four chairs can only invade the pavement towards the corner of the busy road.  Safety of pedestrians compromised.   2) Mix of residential and commercial property in Clare.  Will development of street trading set a precedent in Clare? The intention to encourage a street café culture will alter the unique face of Clare.  3) The granting of this application would not only be significant for the future of Clare and indicate a clear emphasis for business development but significantly impacts on our home and life.  Both front and back we would be subject to noise and intrusion of privacy.  Noted.

	6
	Commission for Patient and Public Involvement in Health
	Re:  Seeking volunteers.  Commission is responsible for looking after groups of volunteers in the UK who work to improve the local NHS services.  These forums have been granted legislative powers to affect decisions made relating to local NHS services and the care of its patients.  Forums are made up of groups of volunteers from the local communities who have an interest in health and the way that local services are delivered.  We ask that each member can spare a few hours a week.  Forum members received free on-going training and expenses reimbursed.  CPPIH are currently seeking volunteers in this area. Pass to Cllr. J. Smith. Action: Clerk.  

	7
	Essex County Council
	Re:  Statement of Community Involvement Submission Draft Document – Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 – Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 – Encloses Draft Statement and accompanying documents for comments by 25th October 2007.  Pass to Cllr. J. Meikle.  Action: Clerk

	8
	Licensing Services Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Consultation on Draft Licensing Statement of Policy.  Prepared amendments to the Statement of Licensing Policy – can be viewed on www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk Consultation period closes on 19th October 2007.

	9
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Parish Council Conference.  Advance notice of Conference on 19th November 2007 at 5.00 p.m. at Horringer Community Centre.


Items 8 – 9 noted.

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th September 2007

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	No report.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	None.

	
	

	5
	Discussion on proposed car park for Clare with Chris Rand, Principal Planning Policy Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, and the implications of their letter of 1st May 2007

	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed Mr. Rand to the meeting and highlighted the frustration of the Parish Council in trying to take the proposal of a car park in Clare forward over a long period of time.  The Clerk summarised Mr. Rand’s letter of 1st May 2007.

	
	

	
	Mr. Rand confirmed that St. Edmundsbury Borough Council will assist the Parish Council where possible.  He said that approximately ten years ago an area behind the Swan public house had been identified and agreement was close to being reached with Greene King who then withdrew.  It was also unfortunate the Clare Fire Station had not moved as the site would have been ideal as a car park.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood re-iterated that SCC did not have a choice in moving the Fire Station owing to financial constraints.

	
	

	
	Mr. Rand explained that it was crucial to carry out a survey to 1) ascertain who will use a car park i.e. shoppers, businesses or residents.  Shoppers required shorter term parking whilst businesses and residents require longer term parking 2) identify peak usage.  After that then a suitable site had to be found.  The Borough Council does not own any land in Clare.

	
	

	
	Mr. Malcolm Smith on behalf of the Clare Business Association (CBA) explained that in order to keep the shops and businesses thriving in Clare people needed to be able to park easily otherwise trade will be lost to larger towns.  The CBA is prepared to assist in any way possible.

	
	

	
	The huge problems faced by residents in trying to park their car either during the day or at night close to where they live were discussed.  Concern was also expressed at the cost involved in commissioning a survey.

	
	

	
	The Borough Council was happy to offer advice.  Mr. Rand suggested that a survey was carried out by people who live locally rather than commissioning a survey from an outside body.  The impracticalities of this was discussed.  Mr. Rand agreed to find out if the Borough Council can assist with survey data.   

	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman highlighted the St. Edmundsbury Car Parking Report 2005 – 06 which states that “The Borough Council has a pivotal role in the provision, management, regulation and distribution of parking”.  Mr. Rand confirmed that this had not changed but related to sites where the Borough Council owns and controls the car parks.    Cllr. K. Haisman said that he presumed that local people were not asked to carry out traffic surveys in Bury St. Edmunds or Haverhill.  He said that the Parish Council needed guidance and a plan for this to be progressed.

	
	

	
	Mr. Malcolm Smith asked where there was a positive will in St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to take this forward rather than going through the motions.   Mr. Rand confirmed that the Borough Council is fully aware there is a problem and that it needs to be addressed.

	
	

	
	A discussion took place on the Clare Castle Country Park car park.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood had opposed the lengthening of the time for car parking charges.

	
	

	
	Concern was expressed over the difficulty of access for emergency vehicles on the High Street even if people were not parking illegally.

	
	

	
	Mr. Rand could not make any promises at the present time but agreed to find out whether any resources were available to assist.  He felt there was a need to provide alternative long stay parking in order to free up short stay parking.  He agreed to speak to the Corporate Director of Resources to see if guidance and assistance can be offered.  If possible he would try and get back to the Parish Council by the October meeting but could not guarantee this.

	
	

	
	Borough Cllr. Jane Bone agreed to speak to Councillor John Griffiths.  

	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked Mr. Rand for attending the meeting.

	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	There had been a recent inaccurate report in the East Anglian Daily Times that Suffolk County Council was considering selling off their Country Parks.  County Cllr. Jane Midwood confirmed that there is no question of SCC doing this.  However, they will consider whether the management of the Country Parks will move i.e. to a wildlife trust or a heritage trust especially set up for the purpose.  Concern was expressed that the views of the community are not sought with regard to the Country Park.  Cllr. Midwood confirmed that local people will be consulted.

	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Borough Cllr. Jane Bone summarised recent meetings she had attended.

	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that Parish Council had been told by St. Edmundsbury Borough Council that they will no longer be able to offer advice on trees i.e. maintenance or safety issues.  Cllr. Bone agreed to follow this up.  Action:  Cllr. Jane Bone
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