Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 16th August 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. O. Smith (Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, K. Haisman, K. Mison, 

A. Parsley, T. Sharp, J. Smith, Clerks:  A. Jobson, L. Warmington, County Councillor Jane Midwood, Borough Councillor Jane Bone, 4 parishioners
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. J. Meikle
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’s interests
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels declared an interest in items 14e) and 14g).  Cllr. J. Smith declared an interest in item 14b).  Cllr. K. Mison declared an interest in item 14d).  Cllr. T. Sharp declared an interest in item 15.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 19th July and 30th July 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Minutes of 19th July – page 3 – 14 – should state “Website – Committee meeting to be arranged”.  With this amendment accepted, acceptance of these Minutes was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried by those present at that meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 30th July was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried by those present at that meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Proposed car park in Clare.  Chris Rand of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council will attend September Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Letter received from Paul Clark of 5 Well Lane, Clare.  His building was recently hit and damaged by an articulated lorry that mounted the pavement.  Suggests that a bollard is placed on the corner of Well Lane.  Agreed to discuss this with Jim Nunn on his visit on 22nd August.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clerk read out a letter written by Susan Francis, Enforcement Officer at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to the owner of the Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk explained these in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Feedback from Internal Auditor.  The Finance Clerk reported that he had two meetings with Mr. John Knight.  The importance of having clear terms of reference for the Internal Auditor was stressed.  It was suggested that Mr. Knight is invited to Finance Committee meetings quarterly.  It is important that his attendance at meetings is recorded in the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – New Committee had had its first meeting.  Agreed to keep work plan the same.  Please contact Chairman if any areas require attention.
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning –  Cllr. J. Smith had chaired the last meeting in Cllr. R. Gee’s absence.  All going well.  Helpers, equipment list and storage of sand organized.  
	

	c)
	Cemetery – No meeting this month.  Community Service work in Cemetery had been completed and a good job had been done.
	

	d)
	Finance
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. C.L.A.R.E (Clare and Local Area for Rural Education) – Cllr. P. Daniels re-iterated why the Parish Council could not finance re-occurring expenditure – it had to be for a specific purpose.  To be discussed under item 15).
	

	
	ii)
	Recommendation and agreement on funding for the Christmas Lights 2007.  Agreed to adjourn until next Finance Committee meeting.
	Finance Ctte

	
	iv)
	Recommendation and agreement on Contractors’ wages review (Finance Clerk, Clerk, Street Cleaners) – to be held in camera.  Agreed to discuss at the end of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP – Short of drivers.  Future direction of CLASP to be reviewed.
	

	
	
	

	
	Website – First preliminary meeting had been held.  Elaine Collins of Pure Energy had attended.   Website to be designed for local people and tourists.  It was suggested that the group should be a Working Party rather than a Committee as flexibility will be needed for the number of meetings and the calling in of expert opinion.  As the re-construction of the website is a short term project a Committee could be formed following its completion.  Reinstatement of Guest Book to be discussed. Agreed to be agenda items at September meeting.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – Anglia in Bloom judging had taken place.  Result will be known mid-September.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Minor repairs to be carried out in Town Hall and garden to be cleared.  Wording in letter sent out to hirers to be altered.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Sports Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Presentation of budget –  Cllr. K. Haisman confirmed that Clare Parish Council owns Clare Playing Fields and will own the new pavilion.  He explained the outline budget which has total costs of £360,650.47 including a contingency of £25,000. The Parish Council will be able to reclaim VAT if charged.  Sources of income were discussed and it was agreed that the project is well funded.  The budget and funding will need careful management and timing is critical.  After discussion it was agreed that the Clare Playing Field Project and the Finance Committee will manage the make-up of funding.  It was unanimously agreed to approve the budget.  Precise figures will be made available once all necessary approvals are in place.  
	

	
	ii)
	Recommendation and agreement of the tender.  The approved specifications and drawings were issued by the Parish Council to six companies on 15th June with tenders to be returned by noon on Thursday 19th July.  Five tenders had been received.  The two highest were dismissed.  The remaining three tenders were analysed to ensure compliance with the specification.  Two companies were asked to provide further detailed information so that the bids could be compared on a like-for-like basis.  The review was undertaken by John Martin representing Clare Playing Fields Association and Cllrs. R. Gee and K. Haisman representing Clare Parish Council.  Following discussion it was agreed that John Martin and Cllr. R. Gee will make site visits to buildings completed by the company whose tender is recommended.  It was formally agreed to accept the recommended tender subject to satisfactory site visits. 
	

	
	iii)
	Payment of £4,250.00 for temporary changing rooms.  Clare Playing Field Association has agreed to pay this.
	

	
	iv)
	Delegation of authority.  After discussion it was agreed to make payments and installments within budgets and contracts provided invoices are checked and signed off by Cllr. R. Gee and John Martin then any Parish Councillor can sign the cheque.  
	

	
	v)
	A discussion on the future running of the Playing Field Pavilion (ownership, insurance, Trustees, management etc.) - Agree actions to take this forward.  A Management Committee will need to be formed to run the Field and building.
	

	
	
	

	
	John Martin and Cllrs. Gee and Haisman were thanked for the work they had done so far on this project.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/1154 – Listed Building Application – Repairs to brickwork and timber frame and replace render to front and side elevations – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/07/1149 – Provision of railings to front garden – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare
	

	
	SE/07/1151 – Listed Building Application – Provision of railings to front garden – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval of both applications proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/07/1153 – Erection of detached garage – 25 Hertford Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Mison left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	TCA07/1483 – Tree in a Conservation Area – Fell one conifer tree – 21 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Mison rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	SE/07/1210 – Listed Building Application – Erection of 1800mm high chain link fencing and entrance gates to front of paddock – The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare
	

	
	SE/07/1207 – Erection of 1800mm high chain link fencing and entrance gates to front of paddock – The White House, Nethergate Street, Clare
	

	
	The Clerk read out an explanatory note from Cllr. P. Daniels.  Recommended approval of both applications was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	SE/07/1203 – Provision of new refrigeration plant to rear and replacement of existing condenser units – Co-Operative Local, Market Hill, Clare
	

	
	SE/07/1204 – Listed Building Application – Provision of new refrigeration plant to rear and replacement of existing condenser units – Co-Operative Local, Market Hill, Clare
	

	
	Recommended approval of both applications was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1223 – Erection of (i) single storey extension to front elevation and (ii) detached garage – The Old Police Station, Erbury Place, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/1241 – Erection of 1800mm high chain link fencing and entrance gates to front of paddock – Thornton House, Nethergate Street, Clare
	

	
	SE/07/1243 – Listed Building Application - Erection of 1800mm high chain link fencing and entrance gates to front of paddock – Thornton House, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval of both applications was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	h)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0924 – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0978 – Bridge House, Cavendish Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0874 – The Cock, 3 Callis Street, Clare – Withdrawn
	

	
	
	

	15
	To discuss and agree whether the Parish Council will fund C.L.A.R.E. (Clare and Local Area for Rural Education) public meeting in September
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. T. Sharp left the meeting.  A request for a donation has been received from C.L.A.R.E.  (see agenda item 11d).  The Parish Council is not allowed to fund on-going expenditure.  It must have a specific purpose and be of benefit to the parishioners of Clare.   A discussion followed.  Concern was expressed that funding this event may be viewed as being one-sided.    However, it was felt important to keep parishioners up-to-date with the various bodies concerned and have an opportunity to understand all the issues involved.  It was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley and seconded by Cllr. J. Smith to make a donation of £100 for the C.L.A.R.E. meeting in September to cover hall hire and publicity.  This was carried by the majority (one abstention).  Clerk to obtain payee details etc. from C.L.A.R.E. Treasurer.  Cllr. T. Sharp rejoined the meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	Town Sign - Agree proposed location of sign and future action
	

	
	
	

	
	There was a short list of three locations – Greensward opposite Ships Stores, Westfield and Nethergate Street/Ashen Road.   Following a vote (one abstention) it was agreed that Westfield should be the location.  Clerk to proceed with planning permission.  Utility companies to be contacted.  It was agreed not to approach local residents until precise location had been decided by Cllrs. A. Parsley and R. Gee.  Agenda Item at September meeting.
John Martin had kindly agreed to donate the work for the brick base and will source a local company to do the woodwork.  The design is being kept as far as possible to the original drawings.  
	Clerk/

Cllr K Haisman

Clerk



	
	
	

	17
	To discuss and agree any action with regard to bench outside The Swan
	

	
	
	

	
	Following concerns raised by a parishioner this was discussed.  It was agreed that no action should be taken.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No further items than those already noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Ian Bell, Project Manager, Adult and Community Services, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Questionnaire re SCC’s Accommodation for Older People.  In September 2006 the Council decided how homes for older people could be developed to meet the need to be more cost effective and providing more care for older people needing specialist care.  Subject to quality, financial and other considerations SCC would like to find a suitably skilled ‘partner’ to run and develop the SCC homes on their behalf.  SCC will be a strong partner in the proposed new venture.  Lists homes and reasons for change.  To be returned by 16th October 2007.  To be passed to Cllr. J. Smith for completion.  Action: Clerk/Cllr. J. Smith

	2
	Shona Bendix, Chief Executive Officer, SALC
	Re: Suffolk Strategic Partnership.  £735,000 Performance Reward Grant is now available through a tender application process.  There are specific SSP aims that successful bids will achieve and applications need to also be mindful of the need to deal with the tendering process.  Open to groups who wish to apply to deliver activities that will help to address childhood obesity, the engagement of young people, that strengthen links between communities and the natural environment, help communities to reduce carbon emissions, that promote social inclusion, support social enterprises, improve rural service provision, and that support 2012 in Suffolk.  Closing date 26th October 2007.  Prospectus available on Suffolk Strategic Partnership website as well as Suffolk County Council.To be passed to Scouts, Youth Club etc.  Action:  Clerk

	3
	Clare in Bloom Committee
	Re:  Planting of greensward opposite Ship’s Stores.  Requesting permission to plant crocuses, as previously outside Baptist Church and the Cock Inn.  Agreed. Licence to be obtained from Suffolk County Council.  Action: Clerk

	4
	Suffolk ACRE
	Re:  Invitation to AGM.  Thursday 27th September at 6.30 p.m. Trinity Park, Felixstowe Road, Ipswich followed by supper (£12.50).  Cllr. K. Haisman to attend.  Action:  Clerk/Cllr. K. Haisman

	5
	Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:  Planning Training Workshops.  10th October 2007 at Haughley Park Barn, nr. Stowmarket 09.30 – 15.15 “Your involvement in the Planning System”, 31st Octobers 2007 at Blackbourne Hall, Elmswell 09.30 – 15.15 “Local Development Frameworks”.  Please contact Clerk if you would like to attend.

	6
	Rosalind Turner, Director for Children and Young People, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Our letter.  Currently working with schools and stakeholders to prepare options for schools provision in Haverhill, will go out for consultation after October half term for twelve weeks.  Clare schools and stakeholders to be included in the first round of option consideration although Clare schools are not due to be reviewed until our third wave of school review in 2009.  


Item 6 noted

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th August 2007
	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	The Clerk had spoken with PC Brendan McKenna who explained that under the Safer Neighbourhood reorganization it would be impossible to send a representative of the police to every meeting.  If there was a specific issue that the Parish Council wished to discuss then somebody would attend.

	
	

	
	Concern was expressed over some aspects of the reorganisation.  The Chairman suggested that the Rural Inspector be invited to the October or November meeting to review this. Action:  Clerk

	
	

	
	Unfortunately there had been vandalism at Clare Library with flower pots emptied and graffiti on the door.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	Mr. Collecott asked if the results of the traffic survey carried out in Clare in May had been published.  The Clerk confirmed that nothing had been received as yet.  County Councillor Jane Midwood agreed to follow up.  Action: County Cllr Jane Midwood

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	The problem of large lorries negotiating the roads in Clare was discussed.    A County Council Working Party has been formed to look at this problem.  County Councillor Jane Midwood will be called to give evidence.  

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	No report.
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