Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 19th July 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. O. Smith (Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, K. Haisman, J. Meikle, K. Mison, 

A. Parsley, T. Sharp, Clerk:  A. Jobson, County Councillor Jane Midwood, two parishioners
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. J. Smith, Cllrs. J. Meikle and Cllr. K. Mison for arriving late, Finance Clerk L. Warmington and Borough Councillor Jane Bone.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’s interests
	

	
	
	

	
	None declared at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and opened the meeting to the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the public part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Election of Committee and Representatives
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SALC Representative – Cllr. K. Haisman agreed to be the representative.
	

	b)
	Country Park Liaison Representative – Cllr. A. Parsley agreed to be the representative to join Cllr. J. Smith
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 21st June and 4th July 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 21st June was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried by those present at that meeting.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 4th July was proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried by those present at that meeting.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting on 21st June:  
	

	
	
	


	
	Cllr. J. Meikle agreed to follow up position with regard to Environment agency and operation of sluice gates in Clare.  Work should commence on the Clare gates in late September/early October.
	

	
	
	

	
	Christmas Lights to be an agenda item at August meeting.  Re:  Item 11 Correspondence.  Letter 1 from St. Edmundsbury Local Framework.  Clerk reported that Cllr. J. Smith has reviewed this document which is preparation for the next plan and consultation and advised no further action. Clerk to check with Cllr. J. Smith whether PC needs to respond by deadline of 23rd July.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	December Parish Council meeting will be held in Baptist Church Hall.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Clerk completed the audit documents, gave copies to the Internal Auditor and met with him on 26th June 2007 making available all invoices, bank statements, monthly account reports and the minute book at his request.  The Internal Auditor enquired about the Parish Council’s insurance policy and the Finance Clerk made available a copy of the current schedule.  Internal Auditor will feed back comments to Cllr. P. Daniels who confirmed he will report back at the next meeting.  The Internal Auditor will add some comments to the report and the Finance Clerk will report back at the August meeting.  The audit documents were signed and sent to Lubbock Fine on 2nd July.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Additional two hours work for Clare in Bloom Judging Day.  It was agreed that the town looked at its best for this.  Additional work litter picking to be done from Poslingford Corner to Chilton Street, new committee to fix date for their first meeting.
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning –  Cllr. J. Smith had chaired this in Cllr. R. Gee’s absence.  Report back at next meeting.
	Cllr. J. Smith

	c)
	Cemetery – Path to north door of Parish Church has been resurfaced and will weather in. As with the previous path it has not been built to take motor vehicles.  Excellent job being done by Probation Service in edging main paths and clearing moss in the Cemetery.  
	

	d)
	Finance – A reminder for all Committees to prepare budgets in order for preparation of the precept at the next Finance Committee meeting.
	Finance Ctte

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. – East Anglian Air Ambulance.  The Finance Committee recommended a donation of £100.  This was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously. Age Concern Suffolk.  The Finance Committee recommended a donation of £50.  This was proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.   C.L.A.R.E (Clare and Local Area for Rural Education) – Cllr. T. Sharp declared an interest and left the meeting.  (Cllr. J. Meikle had not yet arrived at the meeting). Cllr. P. Daniels explained why the Parish Council could not finance re-occurring expenditure.  It was agreed to support C.L.A.R.E. and to request that their Treasurer contacts the Finance Clerk with specific suggestions.  To be an agenda item at the next Finance Committee meeting.   Cllr. T. Sharp re-joined the meeting.  Cllr. J. Meikle arrived at the meeting.
	Finance Ctte

	
	ii)
	Recommendation and agreement on the number of bank signatories.  It was proposed and agreed to keep the current arrangement with all Parish Councillors as signatories.  Cheques require two signatories and the Finance Clerk also signs which is good practice.  With regard to Internet Banking it was agreed that the Finance Clerk should print off the computer confirmation and this be authorized by two signatories.
	Finance Clerk

	
	iii)
	Recommendation and agreement on funding for the Christmas Lights 2007.  Finance Clerk to check if St. Edmundsbury will be providing grant money this year.  Cllr. J. Smith agreed to make further enquiries as to possible Parish Council expenditure.  To be an agenda item at the next Finance Committee and August Parish Council meeting. 
Cllr. K. Mison arrived at the meeting.
	Finance Clerk

Cllr. J. Smith

Clerk

	
	iv)
	Recommendation and agreement on Contractors’ wages review (Finance Clerk, Clerk, Street Cleaners) – to be held in camera.  It was agreed to defer this to the next Finance Committee meeting.  It was agreed to pay the Clerk for the additional 12 hours that she had worked for the year to May 2007 at the current hourly rate.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Website – Committee meeting to be arranged.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Hire charges have increased slightly.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Open Day – Feedback at August meeting.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/1091 – Advertisement Application – Display of (i) hand painted fascia sign to front elevation and (ii) flat aluminium panel sign to rear elevation (revised scheme) – Co-operative Local, Market Hill, Clare – Recommended approval proposed by  Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	
	SE/07/1093 – Listed Building Application – Display of fascia sign to front and information sign to rear (revised scheme) - Co-operative Local, Market Hill, Clare – Recommended approval proposed by  Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0757 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/07/0102 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Withdrawn
	

	
	SE/07/0799 – 1 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0903 – 1 High Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0814 -  16 Church Street, Clare - Granted
	

	
	
	

	15
	Formally adopt the Standards Board of England Code of Conduct 2007 for Parish and Town Councils (circulated)
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels summarised the changes.  Following discussion it was proposed to formally adopt the Standards Board of England Code of Conduct 2007 for Parish and Town Councils by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Report from Jim Meikle on the Schools Reorganisation, discuss and agree any actions (paper circulated)
	

	
	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood had offered that representatives of the Education Department at Suffolk County Council come and talk to the Parish Council about the reorganization.  It was agreed to invite them to a future meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The C.L.A.R.E. group was thanked for producing an informative document.   Cllr. J. Meikle reported that it was C.L.A.R.E.’s intention to hold a public meeting at the end of September.  Cllr. K. Haisman suggested that the Parish Council could co-sponsor this event.  To be an agenda item at the August meeting. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that the future sustainability of Clare depends on the retention of the schools.  This affects the whole community whether people have children or not.  If families leave Clare then this will have a knock-on effect on shops and businesses.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to write to Rosalind Turner, Director for Children and Young People at Suffolk County Council, expressing support for the sustainability of the community, copied to C.L.A.R.E.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	17
	Proposed car park in Clare – consider response from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to Parish Council letter of  2nd July 2007 and agree action
	

	
	
	

	
	Disappointment was expressed that no reply or acknowledgement had been received.  It was agreed to invite representatives from St. Edmundsbury to either the August or September Parish Council meetings.  A discussion took place on possible courses of actions following that meeting.
	Clerk



	
	
	

	18
	Town Sign – Review outstanding issues (paper circulated), discuss and agree proposed location of sign and agree future action
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman was thanked for taking photographs of all possible locations.  These were reviewed and shorted listed to three – Westfield, Nethergate Street/Ashen Road, opposite Ships Stores.  It was agreed that Councillors should look at these individually and decide the location at the August meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion a vote was taken on whether the thatch should be used.  This was carried by the majority (1 against: 1 abstention). 
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to delegate authority to Councillors Gee, Haisman and Mison on the detail of the construction of the sign.  They will seek technical advice and expertise as and when required.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Agree issues to raise with Jim Nunn, Highways Manager, Suffolk County Council and suggested meeting dates
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to raise the following:
	

	
	
	

	
	Sheepgate Lane
Kerbs opposite The Globe on greenswards
Cavendish Road pavements on both sides towards school

Pot holes and condition of Clare Heights

School crossing signs

Road lining
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllrs. O. Smith, J. Meikle and K. Mison to meet with Jim Nunn and County Councillor Jane Midwood.  Councillors to check their areas and let Clerk know if anything needs to be added to list. Clerk to arrange date.
	All Cllrs

Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Consider request from the Clare Society to a joint meeting to be held in October 2007 and, if agreed, dates to offer for meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed that Cllrs. O. Smith, P. Daniels, J. Meikle and A. Parsley if available, meet with the Clare Society.  Date to suggest is Thursday 4th October.  Parish Council would prefer that the meeting is held in the Committee Room.  Clerk to progress.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	21
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	As well as those previously mentioned - Items relating to future running of Playing Field pavilion (insurance, ownership, management team, trustees etc.).
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 19th July 2007

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Western Suffolk Local Strategic Partnership
	Re:  Annual Conference.  To be held on Tuesday 30th October at the Atheneum in Bury St. Edmunds from 10.00 – 4.00 p.m.  Workshops to be held on a number of current issues to suit everybody plus keynote speakers and updates on the progress of the LSP’s work. Please contact Clerk if interested

	2
	Alan Keely, Community Safety Unit Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act.  Inviting Parish Council to support their efforts to improve community safety and reduce anti-social behaviour.  Raising awareness of what is being done locally to tackle the issues and encouraging shared responsibility for our communities will improve public confidence.  Parish Council’s provide a valuable link for common anti-social problems such as litter, graffiti, dog fouling, fly-tipping, abandoned vehicles, noise nuisance, vandalism and groups of young people hanging around.  Would like to supply a series of short articles for publication in community newsletter.  Request copies.  Action:  Clerk

	3
	Joanne Cavey, Capital Finance and Analysis Division, Dept. for Communities and Local Government
	Re:  Borrowing Approval.  The construction of a new sports pavilion on a playing field, is approved by the Secretary of State as a purpose for which Clare Parish Council may borrow an amount not exceeding £130,000.  The Council will need to satisfy itself that it does have the appropriate power before the expenditure is incurred.    Lists conditions.  Passed to Finance Committee.

	4
	Mike More, Chief Executive, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  The future structure of Suffolk County Council.  On 12/07/07 SCC will be debating a paper which if approved will see major changes to the way SCC operates.  Recognises that a radical reorganization and its approach to service delivery would be required to avoid a year-on-year deterioration of front-line services.  Financial restraints are real.  Rather than a traditional cost-cutting programme this is a long hard look at the organization in order to address i) is overall shape of organization clear and ‘lean’ as it could be? ii)  Are processes modern, clear and efficient? iii) Is SCC configured to ensure delivery of best possible front-line services?  iv)  In context of resource constraints have SCC got the right balance between front-line services and ensuring continued corporate capacity for sustained improvement, innovation and policy development?  To be put in Circulation Folder.

	5
	Jim Nunn, West Area Highways Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Temporary road closure – B1063 Chilton Street, Clare.  B1063 Chilton Street, Clare between Folly Bridge and Poslingford Corner for resurfacing work.  To be closed 25th July – 7th August 2007, works weather permitting.  Diversion to be used via the A143 to Stradishall to Kedington – B 1061 to Sturmer, A1092 to Clare and vice versa.


	6
	Councillor Jeremy Pembroke, Leader of the County Council
	Re:  School Organisation Review.   Encloses a copy of Moving Forward, the fortnightly electronic newsletter.  Also available on the Council’s website.  www.suffolk.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/81537D3F-1693-4C8B-8408-OE265D892181/0/20070618MF.pdf   To be put in Circulation Folder.

	7
	Rona Hopkinson, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  1 High Street, Clare – question re disabled access.  As it is a listed building they must make their best efforts to accommodate disabled access which is a requirement under building control.  However, standards cannot be imposed that can be on a new build.

	8
	Rona Hopkinson, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  The Cock, Callis Street, Clare – question re distance of smoking shelter from building.  Checked with Environmental Health.  Currently no set distance but it is under consideration.  Likely that application will be withdrawn as it may not meet with Environmental Health requirements.

	9
	Mobile Library Review, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Routes.  Route review will be implemented in July 2007.  Will send posters for distribution in due course.  For further info see www.suffolk.gov.uk/mobilelibraries 

	10 
	Barbara Wilder, CHOC
	Re:  Hire Charges.  Encloses details of new rates from 1st October 2007.


Items 3 – 10 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 19th July 2007

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	No report received.  Action:  Clerk to follow up.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner bought to the Council’s attention that a bench had been placed on the pavement outside The Swan.  Cllr. A. Parsley reported that he had been advised that this was for smokers and that no drinks were allowed out to the bench. To be agenda item at August meeting.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood highlighted firstly the large number of children who are carers for elderly relatives and the adverse implications that this can have on their lives - it is becoming apparent that it is the tip of an enormous iceberg and is a sensitive issue; and secondly the number of children in Suffolk waiting for adoption and the issues arising from living in care.

	
	

	
	With regard to the Schools Reorganisation Review the consultation will be far reaching and opinion sought from the Parish Council.  County Councillor Jane Midwood requested that C.L.A.R.E.’s “business plan” be considered rather as a “consultation document”.  Cllr. T. Sharp highlighted concerns that the steering group must be well managed in order to facilitate fairness to all groups.
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