Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 21st June 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. O. Smith (Chairman), R. Gee, K. Haisman, J. Meikle, A. Parsley, T. Sharp,

J. Smith,  Clerks:  A. Jobson and L. Warmington, County Councillors Jane Midwood and Joanna Spicer, Borough Councillor Jane Bone
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. K. Mison and P. Daniels.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’s interests
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith declared an interest in agenda items 15b) and 15e) and a non-prejudicial interest in item 15d).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Election of Committee and Representatives
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning Committee –  Cllrs. A. Parsley and J. Meikle agreed to stand.  (Committee comprises:  Cllrs. O. Smith, R. Gee. A. Parsley and J. Meikle)
	

	b)
	Cemetery Committee – Cllr. T. Sharp agreed to stand.  (Committee comprises:  Cllrs. O. Smith, R. Gee, K. Mison and T. Sharp).
	

	c)
	Finance Committee – No further members.  (Committee comprises:  Cllrs. O. Smith, P. Daniels, K. Haisman and J. Smith).
	

	d)
	Emergency Planning Committee – Cllr. J. Meikle agreed to stand.  Parish Council representatives are Cllrs. R. Gee, J. Meikle and J. Smith.  The list of members of the Committee were read out and approved.
	

	e)
	Website Committee – No further members.  (Committee comprises:  Cllrs. J. Smith, K. Haisman and K. Mison).  Any outside members will have to be approved by the Parish Council.   
	

	f)
	Playing Field Pavilion Project
	

	
	i)
	Playing Field Project Representative – Cllr. K. Haisman agreed to stand.  Clerk to pass on file/background information.
	Clerk

	
	ii)
	The Parish Council approved Cllr. R. Gee to act as representative to liaise with Clare Playing Field and Contractor on pavilion project.  
	

	g)
	SALC Representative – Cllr. K. Haisman agreed to meet with Cllr. P. Daniels and discuss further before making a decision.
	Cllr. K. Haisman

	h)
	Country Park Liaison Representative.  Cllr. J. Smith will continue.  Cllr. A. Parsley expressed an interest to stand.  To be agenda item at next meeting.
	Clerk

	i)
	Town Sign representative to assist Cllr. R. Gee.  Cllr. K. Mison was already helping and Cllr. K. Haisman agreed to assist.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Proposal to establish a Working Party to discuss and propose the major objectives and priorities for the Parish Council over the next four years (paper circulated)
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Cllrs. O. Smith, P. Daniels, K. Haisman, J. Meikle, T. Sharp and J. Smith will form the Working Party.  Cllr. K. Haisman agreed to act as facilitator.  To be an agenda item at September meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Minutes of previous meetings held on 17th May and 4th June 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 17th May was proposed by Cllr. K. Haisman, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried by those present at that meeting.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 4th June was proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried by those present at that meeting.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Report circulated.  Item 16. CHOC.  No further action at present time.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Invitation to attend Cattle Market update on 10th July at Athenaeum, Bury St. Edmunds at either 1.00 p.m. or 6.00 p.m. Contact Clerk if you wish to attend.
	

	
	
	

	
	Simon Pickering, Youth and Community Development Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council is coordinating dates and venues for the Mobile Skate Park.  Does Clare have a suitable venue to host this (hard, preferably well tarmaced level surface).  Sessions will run from 11 – 3 p.m.  There is no charge for hosting the park.  Suggest Clare Middle School.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clare Society has requested a meeting with the Parish Council and this will be an agenda item at the July meeting.  In the meantime John Collecott, has provided background information to the Clare Society which has been circulated.  Their June Newsletter is in the circulation file and copies requested for the future.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Standards Board of England revised Members’ Code of Conduct circulated. To be agenda item at July meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Clerk gave a verbal update on the breach of planning conditions at The Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street.
	

	
	
	

	
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	12
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk explained the accounts in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Clerk required an updated bank mandate and new Councillors were asked to provide information which would not be retained by the Parish Council.  Cllr. K. Haisman queried the implications of having nine signatories on the bank account.  A discussion followed and it was agreed to take this to the Finance Committee and report back to Parish Council at the next meeting.
	Finance

Ctte

Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Approval of figures and papers for 2007 Audit.  The Finance Clerk explained in detail Section 1) the Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2007 and Section 2) Annual governance statement.  
In Section 2) the Parish Council has prepared its statement of accounts in the way prescribed by law; made proper arrangement and accepted responsibility for safeguarding the public money and resources in its charge; only done things that it has the legal power to do and has conformed to codes of practice and standards in law; has during the year given all persons interested the opportunity to inspect accounts; considered financial and other risks it faces in the operation of the Council; arranged for a competent person, independent to the financial controls and procedures to given an objective view on whether these meet the needs of the Council and reviewed the impact of this work; responded to matters brought to is attention by internal and external audit; disclosed everything it should have about its business during the year.                                   
	

	
	
	

	
	The above will be passed to the Internal Auditor then sent off.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Statement of Accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried by all Councillors serving on the Parish Council at 31st March 2007. Acceptance of the Annual Governance Statement was proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried by all Councillors serving on the Parish Council at 31st March 2007.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Clerk to check with Highways if weeds can be cleared by Suffolk Probation Service.  Review of work plans with new Committee to take place soon.  
	Clerk

	b)
	Emergency Planning –  Meeting to be held on Tuesday 26th June.
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Work in the Cemetery will begin shortly with clearing ivy from yew trees with help provided by Suffolk Probation Service.  Site visit with new members to be arranged shortly to identify problems and agree where four donated container grown trees will be planted.  Bench opposite Ship’s Stores has been vandalized.  Discussed possibly replacing some seats with indestructible ones.  Funding application for the Nuttery on-going.  Log seats and sign will be investigated.
	


	d)
	Finance – Meeting cancelled. No report.  Next meeting confirmed for Wednesday 18th July at 7.00 p.m. in Hall 3 at the Old School.  Finance Clerk gave his apologies.
	Finance
Ctte

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  Allocations to be discussed at next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	Country Park Panel meeting – Report circulated.  Music festival may go ahead in September; new play equipment in the Bailey; no cleaner for buildings or toilets which is why they are shut earlier (park staff are standing in) interviews taking place.  In 2011 it will be the 40th anniversary of the opening of the Country Park.
	

	
	Website – Nothing to report.
	

	
	SALC – Nothing to report.
	

	
	CLASP – Chairman - Margaret Taylor, Treasurer - John Knight, Secretary -Cathy Ayello-Wright.
	

	
	Clare in Bloom – Judging Day Wednesday 18th July at 1.00 p.m.  Councillors are very welcome to meet the judges at 2.15 p.m. in the Committee Room of the Old School.  Please let Clerk know if you can attend.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/0874 – Erection of free standing shelter to provide smoking area – The Cock, 3 Callis Street, Clare.  Recommended approval (subject to building regulations complied with) proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, second by Cllr. J. Meikle and carried unanimously.  Comment:  For future reference Clerk to check if there is a specified distance from areas where people can smoke to the building.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/07/0815 – (i) Outside seating area to café frontage and (ii) construction of patio area to provide external seating area associated with café – Café Clare, 1 Well Lane, Clare.  This application was considered at the Parish Council meeting on 4th June 2007. Following PC’s objections we have received copy of the proposed layout of the courtyard area for consideration. Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. J. Meikle, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Parish Council’s previous observation remains unchanged.  Very real problem of preserving the privacy of residential neighbours in adjacent properties.  Noise nuisance and blocking of light.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/07/0892 – Erection of single storey rear extension – 13 Highfield, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	d)
	SE/07/0903 – Change of use from A1 (shop) to A1/A3 (Shop/Restaurant) – 1 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. T. Sharp and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Clerk to check that consideration has been given for disabled access.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	e)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0958 – Listed Building Application – Erection of single storey extension to rear (amended scheme to listed building consent SE/07/0387 to include window on rear elevation) – 22 Nethergate Street.  Recommended Refusal proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Visual impact on neighbours.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0943 – Demolition of detached garage and workshop – 22 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. T. Sharp, seconded by Cllr. K. Haisman and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0743 – 18 Church Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0657 – Land adjacent to Pelican Cottage, Hermitage Meadow, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/07/0650 – 20 Clarence Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0717 – Willow Bank Cottage, Chilton Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0562 – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0565 – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0715 – Bridewell House, Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	16
	Proposed car park in Clare – consider response from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council and agree action (letter circulated).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman summarised the background to the long history of a proposed car park in Clare.  Disappointment was expressed in St. Edmundsbury Borough Council’s letter which pushed everything back to the Parish Council.  It is impossible for volunteer Parish Councillors to take on this huge amount of work.  The lack of central car parking affects shops, residents in the centre of Clare as well as tourism.
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was agreed to respond to St. Edmundsbury, copied to Borough Cllr. Jane Bone.  Cllr. K. Haisman offered to look at Policy T6 referred to in their letter.  
	Cllr. K. Haisman/Clerk

	
	
	


	17
	Discussion and agree action on how to encourage the Community Responder Scheme in Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	It was suggested two years ago that a First Responders scheme would be beneficial to residents in Clare as it was calculated that 20% of the population could benefit.  If a First Responder can get to a heart attack casualty quickly then there is a greater chance that a good recovery can be made.  CLASP has paid for two defibrillators.  Unfortunately nobody has come forward to be a responder.  The First Responders group had a stall at the Open Day and one person expressed interested.  After discussion it was agreed in the first instance to leaflet every household in Clare.  Cllr. J. Smith  agreed to progress and all Parish Councillors to distribute.  Cllr. J. Meikle as a qualified defibrillator instructor offered to assist wherever possible.  
	Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	18
	Cleaning and repair to street name plaques in Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk to coordinate list of plaques for cleaning and those for repair/replacement.  Street Cleaners will be asked to clean the signs.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Outstanding highway issues with Suffolk County Council and agree action
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk read the response from Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Integrated Transport West.  The items requiring a Traffic Restriction Order (TRO) are likely to start formal consultations late June/early July.  If no objections are received the works can be carried out quickly.  If there are objections this will delay the process depending on when the various committee dates are.  The works not requiring a TRO are about to be issued.  Clerk was asked to follow up proposed concrete post outside The Bell and re-lining of road markings in Clare.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Town Sign – Agree dates for site visit in Nethergate Street and viewing of sign
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to meet on Thursday 28th June 2007 at 7.30 p.m. outside the former Clare Hotel on Nethergate Street.  Cllr. R. Gee to contact John Martin and Richard Webber.
	Cllr. R. Gee

	
	
	

	21
	Agree venue for December Parish Council meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk to view Baptist Church Hall and make booking if suitable.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	As well as those previously mentioned – Items/date for Jim Nunn’s visit; position with regard to Environment Agency sluice gates (Cllr. J. Meikle agreed to check); Christmas Lights (also to be discussed at Finance Committee); Schools Reorganisation.
	Cllr. J. Meikle

Finance Ctte

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 21st June 2007

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Ian Poole, Planning Policy & Specialist Services Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  St. Edmundsbury Local Framework – Submission Statement of Community Involvement Town & Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 (Regulation 28).  Gives formal notice of the production of Submission Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and invites representations during statutory period of consultation commencing 12th June – 23rd July.  Sets out public consultation in dealing with planning applications.  Encloses submission document, summary, response form, customer feedback form and a notice setting out the information required.  Can be viewed on www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk and in Clare library.  Action:  Cllr. J. Smith agreed to review document.

	2
	John Martin
	Re:  Clare Playing Field.  Encloses copies of the specification of works and drawings.  Note:  Clerk has written to Football Association enclosing the above for their approval prior to tenders being sent out.  Confirmation has been received the FA that tenders can be invited.  Clerk has sent tenders out.  Once tenders have been received then a copy of the lowest or that of the preferred contractor and a tender evaluation report has to be forward to the FA  The following contractors will be asked to submit a tender – Colins and Beckitt, John Younger, Clement Theobald, A.D. Builders, S.E.H. French, Godfrey and Hicks.  These 6 were selected from 12 that were approached and lists them.  Action:  Clerk to pass all documents/files to Cllr. K. Haisman.

	3
	Simon Amstutz, Operations Manager, Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project
	Re: Managing a Masterpiece: The Stour Valley Landscape Partnership.  Following the workshop on a proposed Landscape Partnership bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund gives examples of the sort of work they are looking for:  If PC or a group you represent need to know more detail about application would be happy to discuss ideas individually or possibly come and give a presentation to a group of society.    Action:  Clerk to pass to Cllr. K. Mison to review.

	4
	Andrew Woodin, Countryside Access Leader, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Rights of Way Hierarchy Review – Final report.  Encloses a printout giving the split of categories for paths in Clare and Changes to Rights of Way Area Boundaries – our new officer will be Patrick Scrivens.  To be put in Circulation folder

	5
	Police Direct
	Re: Distraction burglaries.  Bogus callers are visiting residential areas posing as Officials from the water board.  Preying on elderly residents so please warn friends and relatives.  Suffolk Police ask you to please seek identification.  If you are unsure of authenticity, do not let them into your home and call 999 immediately.  Last year there was a 3.3% fall in overall crime in Suffolk with house burglaries down 12.7%.  At the same time the number of detected crimes rose by nearly 300.  With your help we can keep Suffolk a safe place to live.

	6
	Mike McConnell, Planning, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  SE/07/0799 – 1 High Street, Clare.  In response to our query – the proposal for seating exceeds what might be considered ancillary to the A1use.  They have asked application to either reduce the amount of seating shown on the LBA to comply with A1 use or ask for A1/A3.  Signage and shop front decoration will be a new application.

	7
	Mike McConnell, Planning, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  SE/07/0814 – 16 Church Street.  Feedback – After the PC drew their attention to the unauthorized work a couple of site visits were made with the result that the owner has enthusiastically adopted a best practice conservation approach to the repair of the building.

	8
	John Collecott, Secretary, The Clare Society
	Re:  SE/07.0815 – Café Clare, Well Lane.  Copy of their e:mail to Planning, St. Edmundsbury.  No objection in principle but consider it important that any major issues of intrusion on the privacy of the adjacent residential properties need to be amicably resolved.  If planning permission is granted then essential that it is restricted to current owners of Café Clare so any new owner would be required to make a fresh application for outside seating use.  Note:  Clerk received telephone call from applicant, Mr. Paul Church.  He had received copy of PC’s objection – 1) he had made no request for extension of hours 2) he felt the pavement would not restrict mobility vehicles as the path widened outside the café 3) safety issues were valid.

	9
	Ron Longland, Secretary, Clare Business Association
	Re:  Policing in Clare – an invitation.  Copy of letter to PC704 – Ruth Horton inviting her to attend their next meeting on Tuesday 28th June.

	10
	Mike More, Chief Executive, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  A Unitary Council for Ipswich.  They believe that a decision to go ahead with a new unitary Ipswich council would not deliver any improvements to the people of Ipswich and Suffolk.  Summarises concerns.


Items 4 – 10 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 21st June 2007

	3
	Police Report.  None received.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  No questions or comments received.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  The Chairman welcomed County Cllr Joanna Spicer, Cabinet Member for Public Protection, Suffolk County Council who summarised the situation with regard to the fire station in Clare (see December 2007 minutes item 6).  Unfortunately the recommendation for approval by the planning officers was turned down by the Development Control Committee of Suffolk County Council on design grounds.  The plans were then re-done by the architects to be turned down again.  Objections had been received from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.    A decision was made in May not to take this forward yet again as it would have delayed the PFI initiative - both Clare and a fire station in Ipswich were therefore removed.  County Cllr. Joanna Spicer pledged 1) Suffolk County Council’s absolute commitment in keeping a fire station in Clare.  2) Clare Fire Station is shabby and has poor facilities – essential modernisation will be done this financial year and 3) a search for an alternative site will keep going but cannot promise that it will be moved. The difficulties of re-building a fire station in a conservation area were highlighted and that compromises needed to be made.  Cllr. Jane Bone agreed to follow this up with St. Edmundsbury.

	
	

	
	The Chairman thanked County Cllr. Joanna Spicer for attending the meeting and the reassurance that a fire station will remain in Clare.

	
	

	
	Stakeholder group for the School Reorganisation Review will meet next week in Haverhill.   The Clare Society had asked whether they could join the Stakeholder Group. However, advice from officers is that during the consultation period the Stakeholder Group will be liaising with community groups and their opinion will be sought then.    Cllr. J. Meikle reported that a business plan will be presented supporting Clare Middle School as a community college, supported by rural schools.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.

	
	

	
	If Parish Councillors or parishioners have any areas of concern then please contact Borough Councillor Jane Bone.
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