Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 17th May 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. O. Smith (Chairman), R. Gee, K. Haisman, K. Mison, J. Smith, Mrs. R. Warmington, 3 members of the public, Borough Councillor Jane Bone.  Clerks:  A. Jobson and L. Warmington
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Election of Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	Mrs. Rosemary Warmington wished the new Parish Council well and took the election of the new Chairman.  Cllr. K. Mison nominated Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee. There were no further nominations. This was carried unanimously.  Mrs. Warmington left the meeting and Cllr. O. Smith took the chair.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	This was completed.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Election of Vice Chairman
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that in the absence of Cllr. P. Daniels he would be willing to stand as Vice Chairman.  The Chairman nominated Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison.  There were no further nominations.  This was carried by the majority.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Apologies for absence
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels and County Councillor Jane Midwood.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Register of members’s interests
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman declared an interest in agenda item17c), Cllr. K. Haisman declared an interest in item 17 b).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	8
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	


	10
	Election of Committee and Representatives
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning Committee – The Chairman and Cllr. R. Gee agreed to stand.  Bring forward to next meeting.
	Clerk

	b)
	Cemetery Committee – Chairman, Cllrs. R. Gee and K. Mison to stand.  Bring forward to next meeting.
	Clerk

	c)
	Finance Committee – Chairman, Cllrs. J. Smith, P. Daniels, K. Haisman to stand.  Bring forward to next meeting.
	Clerk

	d)
	Emergency Planning Committee – Cllrs. J. Smith and R. Gee to stand.  The Chairman explained that Committees that have representatives who are not Parish Councillors have to be approved by the Parish Council.  Cllr. R. Gee was asked to bring a list of members to the next meeting.
	Cllr. R. Gee

	e)
	Website Committee – Cllrs. J. Smith, K. Haisman, K. Mison to stand.  Agenda item at next meeting.
	Clerk

	f)
	Playing Field Project Representative – The Finance Clerk agreed to be the liaison until the June meeting.  Bring forward to next meeting.
	Clerk

	g)
	SALC Representative – The Chairman explained that Cllr. P. Daniels had done this for a number of years and wished to stand down.  Cllr. K. Haisman will consider.  Bring forward to next meeting.
	Clerk

	h)
	CLASP Representative – Cllr J. Smith will continue.  Bring forward to next meeting.
	Clerk

	i)
	Country Park Liaison Representative.  The Chairman wished to stand down.  Cllr. J. Smith will continue.  Bring forward to next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	11
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 19th April 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was circulated to the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting on 19th April 2007.  Item 11 d) Finance.  Christmas Lights.  Advice on-going.  Other items noted.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Correspondence  (See attached schedule).
	

	
	
	

	14
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Finance Clerk reported that all required documents and summary of accounts have been passed to the Internal Auditor, prior to the basic external audit by Lubbock Fine on 13th July 2007.  Clerk confirmed that notices had been posted.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Finance Clerk is arranging the change of bank mandates.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Clerk is investigating deposit accounts that have a higher rate of interest.
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk explained the accounts in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial.  None.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Cllr. O. Smith.  Weed spraying will be monitored.  Everything going smoothly.
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Cllr. R. Gee.  Meeting to be held in June, date to be arranged.
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. O. Smith.  
	

	
	i)
	Recommendation of work to be done in Clare Cemetery by Suffolk Probation Services.  Raking moss off paths, tidying and edging.  
	Chairman/

Clerk

	
	ii)
	Report from St. Edmundsbury Tree Officer’s annual site visit.  The Chairman summarised Mr. Ramon Keeley’s recommendations. Letter awaited.  Specifications will be sent out in due course for work required on trees in Clare.  Cllr. J. Smith expressed concern about the size of the trees in Nethergate Street which were overgrowing the highway and pavements.  If a Councillor knows of anybody who will repair benches please let Clerk know.
	

	d)
	Finance – Cllr. P. Daniels’s report had been circulated in his absence.  Amendment – Cllr. J. Smith was not present at meeting.  It was agreed to have further discussions on employment status of contractors at next Finance Committee meeting.
	Finance Committee

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC – Owing to a split vote at the CHOC meeting it was agreed that Mrs. Carole Ovenden and Mrs. Rosemary Warmington will Chair CHOC for six months each with Mrs. Ovenden first.    Following the fitting of the new carpet in the Old School and the redecoration inside of the Town Hall hire rates will be discussed.  It had been suggested that CHOC charge for the Clerk’s office.  Parish Council representatives will check the Constitution.
	Chairman/

Cllr. R. Gee

	
	
	

	
	Open Day – It was felt that the day went very well.  Feedback forms to be sent out.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/0650 - Erection of two storey and single storey extensions to side and rear to form annexe (revised scheme) – 20 Clarence Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison; three abstentions.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/07/0657 – Erection of 1 ½ storey dwelling with attached garage and construction of vehicular access – Land adjacent Pelican Cottage, Hermitage Meadow, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J.Smith and carried unanimously. Comments:  Overdevelopment of site and height of building. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. K. Haisman rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/07/0715 – Erection of (i) two storey front and rear extensions and (ii) single storey side extensions (Revision to planning application SE/06/2681) – Bridewell House, Bridewell Street, Clare.  Recommended approval was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/07/0717 – Listed Building Application – Replacement of windows on a like for like basis – Willow Bank Cottage, Chilton Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	SE/07/0743 – Change of use from Class A1 (Shops) and residential to solely residential – 18 Church Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0757 – Listed Building Application – Provision of lighting to hanging sign on front elevation – 28/29 High Street, Clare.  Recommend refusal proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Not conducive to conservation area, may set a precedent.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0539 – The Fosse, 12 Common Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0510 – 28 Callis Street, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/07/0513 – 28 Callis Street, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/07/0380 – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0370 – Co-Operative Local, Market Hill, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/07/0371 – Co-Operative Local, Market Hill, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/07/0387 – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0360 – 5 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0448 – 2 The Hollow, Snow Hill, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA07/1439 – Pumping Station, off Cavendish Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA07/1438 – Castle House, Well Lane, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	18
	To agree appointment of Parish Council representative as Trustee of Clare Ancient House Museum
	

	
	
	

	
	It had been suggested that Mrs. Carole Ovenden be appointed a Trustee following the death of Mr. David Ridley.  Mr. Stuart Green is also a Parish Council representative.  The Parish Council confirmed the appointment.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Clare Town Sign
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee said that at least three people will be required to lift the thatched roof – to be moved w/b 28th May 2007 to a barn at Bradleys Hill.  Sign to be kept by Cllr. R. Gee.  Viewing to be arranged before next Parish Council meeting.  Messrs. Richard Webber and John Martin to also attend.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Country Park Panel Advisory Meeting – matters to be raised.  Irregularity of toilet opening hours.  Any further suggestions let Clerk know.
	

	
	
	

	21
	Decision on applications received for three co-opted Parish Councillors.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The following applicants were co-opted to the Parish Council – Mr. Alan Parsley, Mr. James Meikle and Mr. Tony Sharp.
	

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	As well as those previously mentioned – Street name plaques, outstanding highway issues with Kevin Shipp, setting out what the Parish Council key priorities will be over the next term of office (four years).  
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 17th May 2007

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Chris Rand, Principal Planning Policy Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Proposed car park for Clare.  Two principal issues to be addressed; 1) identify and quantify the demand and need for a car park and 2) identify suitable sites.  Letter to be read out and Jane Midwood’s clarification on press article re car parking.  It was agreed to copy the letter and attachment to all Councillors and Borough Councillor.  To be agenda item at next meeting.  Action:  Clerk

	2
	Winston C. Knowles
	Re:  Proposed Sports Pavilion, Clare.  Building Regulation application has been made and awaits approval.  Building Control Manager (BCM) has confirmed this latest application will be treated as an amendment therefore no additional fee will be required.  Building Control Department will require a further one-off payment of around £1,300 for first and subsequent inspections.  Only additional items that BCM has requested are positions of light fittings showing emergency lighting and detailed layout of toilet for disabled persons – Winston Knowles dealing with this.  With regard to energy rating calculations will be sending drawings off to specialist firm.  Encloses invoice for £1,439.00.  Copies passed to Finance Clerk/Finance Committee.  This had been agreed to pay. Noted.

	3
	Adrian Calton, St. Edmundsbury Rural Inspector,

Safer Neighbourhoods
	Re:  St. Edmundsbury Rural Policing area.  In June 2007 SNT’s will be launched.  Chief Inspector Mike Bacon, will be holding a District Launch at 2.00 p.m. on Monday 4th June 2007 in the Athenaeum in Bury St. Edmunds and would like to invite one Parish Council representative.    Introduces team – PCs Ruth Horton and Brendan McKenna and PCSO Debs Carroll-Beer. SNTs will listen to concerns of community by holding street briefings, public meetings and police surgeries.  Problems will be taken forward to Community Tasking meetings held monthly.  Partners from agencies such as Borough Council and Havebury Housing will also attend.  When appropriate will be inviting a member of Parish Council to attend and to assist in problem solving of a particular issue relevant in area.  First meeting will be held on 6th June – if a problem needs reporting please contact team or SNT website.  If a Councillor wishes to attend please let Clerk know.

	4
	East of England Regional Assembly
	Re: Regional Gypsy and Traveller Public Engagement Event.  Invited to public engagement event on 29th May at 7.00 p.m. at Suffolk County Council, Ipswich.  Address the provision of sites in East of England.  If a Councillor wishes to attend please let Clerk know.

	5
	Adam Nicholls, Minerals and Waste Policy Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Consultation on Suffolk Minerals Development Plan Documents.  Consultation on Minerals Core Strategy (Preferred Options stage); Sustainability Assessment; Appropriate Assessment; Minerals Specific Site Allocation Issues and Options Version 2.  Closes Monday 28th May 2007.  http://suffolk.jdi-consult.net/ldf/ where full details of each policy option, site or supporting text in the reports can be viewed and comments made directly.  To be included in Circulation folder. Action: Clerk

	6
	Paul Munson, Head of Sustainable Development, Braintree District Council
	Re:  Re:  Consultation on Braintree Local Development Framework Core Strategy and Review of Community Strategy – Issues and Options Document (Regulation 25 Consultation).  Core Strategy will set out long-term vision for the future of the District up to 2025 and will identify the broad locations for future housing and employment growth.  Comments invited on http://consultation.limehouse.co.uk/braintree  To be included in Circulation folder.  Action:  Clerk

	7
	Gerwyn Williams, parishioner
	Re:  Grass cutting in Gosford Close.  Highlights problems of both St. Edmundsbury and Havebury cutting the grass.  St. Edmundsbury do this infrequently and as a consequence it looks very untidy.  Mrs. Warmington has spoken with Maureen Nightingale in the Parks & Landscape Department at St. Edmundsbury to highlight the problem.  Clerk awaiting report back.  To be followed up with St. Edmundsbury.  Action: Clerk.

	8
	Clare in Bloom Committee
	Re:  Grant.  Many thanks for grant and waiving future grass cuts.

	9
	Standards Board for England
	Re:  New Code of Conduct.  Parish Council will have until 1st October 2007 to adopt revised code.  Passed to Cllr. P. Daniels for consideration.

	10
	SALC
	Re:  Western Suffolk Local Strategic Partnership.  Has created a Community Chest Fund for small grants of up to £2,000 to be made available to parishes within region.  Closing date is 20th July 2007.  WSLSP website is www.onesuffolk.co.uk/wslsp/CommunityChestFund/ 

	11
	Suffolk Carpet Bowls Association
	Re:  Free Trial.  Holding Open Day on Saturday 26th May at Great Cornard Sports Centre from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  Opportunity to try playing with experienced players on hand to provide information and advise about joining a club, etc. 

	12
	Susan Francis, Enforcement Officer (Planning), St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Loss of tree in Conservation Area – The Old Court, Nethergate Street, Clare.  Copy of letter written to owner.  Tree had been cut down because it was considered to be dangerous having been damaged in a storm.  Section 213 of the The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 requires that another tree of an appropriate size and species is planted in its place at the beginning of this year’s planting season in October 2007.


Items 8 – 12 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th May 2007

	6
	Police Report.  The Clerk explained that with the transitional period to Safer Neighbourhood Teams PC Chris Spraggons will no longer be Clare’s beat officer.  PC Spraggons will be staying in Clare as part of the response section.  The Clerk had contacted PC Brendan McKenna but it was short notice for him to attend the meeting.

	
	

	7
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  Mr. James Meikle reported on the reorganization of the schools.  Clare will be included in the Haverhill area discussions.  They are currently preparing a Business Plan to present to the local steering group.  Proposal is for a rural high school at the Clare Middle School site which will also include pupils from Kedington, Wickhambrook, Hundon etc.  This will take pupil numbers to 625, 200 over the base line.

	
	

	8
	County Councillor’s Report.  No report.

	
	

	9
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  The Chairman welcomed Clare’s new Borough Councillor, Jane Bone, to the meeting.  Mrs. Bone explained that as it was early days there was nothing to report as yet but she looked forward to working with the Parish Council and serving Clare in the future.
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