Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 19th April 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:  Cllr. R. Warmington (Chairman), Cllrs. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, 

D. Neal, J. Russell, J. Smith.  Clerks:  A. Jobson and L. Warmington

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllr. K. Mison, County Councillor Jane Midwood and PC Chris Spraggons.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. J. Smith declared an interest in agenda item 21, Cllr. R. Warmington in agenda item 9(6) and Cllr. D. Neal in 13 a) and b).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners Question Time.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 15th March and 2nd April 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	With the amendment of the word “definite” to “definitive” (page 5, item 16, first paragraph line 3) acceptance of the Minutes of 15th March was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Russell and carried unanimously.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 2nd April was proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by those present at that meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was circulated at the meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting of 15th March 2007.
	

	
	
	

	
	Re: Village of the Year Competition.  Clare will not be entering as this year it is for small villages up to 500 electorate.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Clare Town Sign.  Richard Webber is happy to give advice on the sign.
	

	
	
	


	
	Re:  Suffolk Probation Area’s Community Payback Scheme.  The Clerk reported the details of her conversation with Richard Hobden of the Suffolk Probation Service.  After consideration it was agreed to proceed with the work required for Clare in Bloom on the Churchyard border and Cllr. J. Smith will take this forward.  It was agreed that the Cemetery Committee will also consider what work could be done in the Churchyard.  To be an agenda item at the May meeting.
	Cllr. J. Smith/ Clerk

Cemetery Ctte/Clerk

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk explained the accounts in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. D. Neal, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial.  None.  The Finance Clerk suggested that as this was personal information it should not be included on the agenda.  Finance Clerk to check with Mrs. Moss at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.
	Finance Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Playing Field Project.  To agree that the Finance Clerk will cover the liaison with the Playing Field Association until a replacement Parish Councillor is in place.  This was agreed.
	Finance Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Playing Field Project – To discuss and decide on latest payment of fees and letter to Winston Knowles.  It was agreed to move agenda item 14 to this part of the meeting.  In their letter of 9th March 2007 Winston Knowles outlined their estimate of fees in order to obtain Building Regulation approval and amending the existing written specification to enable builder to be approached for tender purposes.  The Chairman proposed agreement to Winston Knowles estimate of fees of £3,000.00 for the above, this was seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously. This will be drawn down from the £130,000 the Parish Council has previously agreed.  The Parish Council will in due course consider the one-off Inspection Fee to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council of £1,500.00.  The Clerk read Mr. John Martin’s draft letter to Winston Knowles and it was agreed to send this, copied to Mr. Martin.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels summarised the financial situation.  The Playing Field pavilion will cost in round terms £350,000.  St. Edmundsbury Borough Council has committed £50,000, the Parish Council £130,000 and the Football Foundation £188,000.00.  With donations of £12,500 this totals £380,000 which allows for a contingency.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council grant of £130,000 is by way of a facility to be drawn down from time to time on application by Clare Playing Field Association and subject in the case of each draw down to the approval of Clare Parish Council.
	


	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Cllr. D. Neal.  All going well.
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Cllr. R. Gee.  No meeting planned as yet.  
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. O. Smith.  Tree officer will be making annual inspection in early May.  Burials have commenced in Cemetery extension.  Awaiting details of matched funding for projects in The Nuttery.  Agreed to feel two small elm trees in Cemetery drive (one dead and other dying.)  First spraying of regrowth of ivy in churchyard with herbicide has been done.  White mark on new Churchyard Wall in Church Street is natural.  It is salt leaking out of new bricks and will wear.
	

	
	i)
	After receiving second opinion on damaged tree in Nethergate Street to make decision on which method to implement.  Awaiting report.
	

	d)
	Finance – Cllr. P. Daniels.  It was agreed to move item 16 to this part of the meeting.  It was unanimously felt that the website needed updating.  After consideration it was agreed in principal to go ahead with the re-design of the website at a cost of £1,000 plus ongoing costs of approximately £100 per month.  The importance of drawing up contracts to ensure that value for money is achieved and monitoring of what is to be provided was stressed.  It was agreed to form a sub-Committee at the June meeting following co-option of new Councillors to take this forward. Members from outside the Parish Council may be asked to join.  Clerk to write accordingly to Pure Energy.
Re:  Christmas Lights.  Cllr. J. Smith had provided the Finance Committee with a financial balance.  After discussion it was agreed that the Finance Clerk will contact SALC to seek advice on the suggestion that Clare Business Association gives the Parish Council a grant in order that VAT may be claimed.
	Clerk
Finance Clerk

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  It was agreed to donate £100 to St. Nicholas Hospice.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC.  New carpet for Old School has been ordered.  New cleaners have been appointed.  AGM is on 24th April 2007.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP.  Cllrs. J. and O. Smith had met with Heather Scullion of Havebury at Churchill Close. Meeting with Havebury.  The problems of grass cutting at Gosford Close still continues.  Havebury have cut their side but St. Edmundsbury not theirs and it looks a complete mess.  The Chairman will be following this up with St. Edmundsbury.  Havebury felt there was nothing they could do.  
	Chairman

	
	
	

	
	Unfortunately the contractors while weed spraying along the paths have also sprayed 6” of grass alongside.  Havebury confirmed this will remedied.  Havebury has agreed to provide individual shelters for mobility vehicles.  Rotten window boxes will be replaced.  The role of the wardens will be changing to incorporate giving people in the community advice about grants that can be obtained to buy in care to enable people to stay in their own homes.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The atmosphere at Erbury Place is a happy one with a delightful common room.  It was felt that the meeting had been very positive and should be continued on an annual basis.  Clerk to write to Heather Scullion.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	SALC AGM.  This is on Friday 4th May at 10.00 a.m. at the SALC office at Claydon.  Cllr. P. Daniels will be attending.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. D. Neal left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/0544 – Conservation Area Application – Demolition of garage – The Fosse, 12 Common Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/07/0539 – (i) Erection of garage (following demolition of existing); (ii) raising roof height to form two storey side extension – The Fosse, 12 Common Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. D. Neal rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/07/0562 – Alterations and amendments to previously approved scheme SE/07/0172 (Erection of single storey rear extension) – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Russell, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/07/0565 – Listed Building Application – Alterations and amendments to previously approved scheme SE/07/0173 (Erection of single storey rear extension and associated internal/external works) – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Russell, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	f)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0264 – 15a Snow Hill, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0312 – 1 The Millers, Stock Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0343 – 5 De Burgh Place, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/06/2691 – Clare Priory, Ashen Road, Clare – Withdrawn
	

	
	SE/07/0239 – Lloyds TSB, Market Hill, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/06/2443 – Old Court, Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0172 – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0173 – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	TCA07/1428 – The Ancient House, 26 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0311 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0103 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/07/0248 – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk was asked to contact Jane Stanley, Enforcement Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, concerning the broken coal hatch by the side of the Indian Restaurant in Pashlers Alley.  This is a serious trip hazard.  It was reported to Jim Nunn, Highways Suffolk County Council, in January. However it could be the responsibility of the owners to repair.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk was asked to check the planning application for the Old Slaughterhouse at Chilton Street to ascertain if there are any height restrictions for pallet storage.  It was reported that articulated lorries are arriving at the site at 6.30 a.m. and they have to back in one at a time.  As there is no splay it is a difficult manœuvre.  It was felt that this may be a potential accident hazard for other road users, particularly if it is dark in the winter.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk was asked to follow up with Kevin Shipp the outstanding highway issues in Clare – lining in Snow Hill, Cavendish Road and outside the Swan and Malting Lane.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	To consider and if thought fit approve the financial costings for the Playing Field Project.
	

	
	
	

	
	Considered under agenda item 10d).
	

	
	
	

	15
	To agree to adopt permissive path from the Cemetery to the Nuttery and paths in The Nuttery and agree the necessary action
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk had contacted Kevin Verlander, Assistant Area Rights of Way Officer, at Suffolk County Council.  He had confirmed that the Parish Council does not need to submit any paperwork.  Overhanging vegetation needs to be cleared and path upkeep done (this is done already).  SCC will supply permissive path discs that need to be attached to posts.  Agreed to request discs.
	Clerk/

Cllr. K. Mison

	
	
	

	16
	To discuss and agree the options to adopt for the Clare website - a) £1,000 to redesign existing layout and b) fee of £100 per month for the rental of the website
	

	
	
	

	
	Considered under agenda item 11d).
	

	
	
	

	17 
	To consider nominations of candidates appointed by the Parish Council to the Combined Halls of Clare Management Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Cllrs. R. Warmington, O. Smith and R. Gee should be nominated.  Clerk to contact Barbara Wilder.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Progress report on Open Day
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to provide a £25.00 voucher for use at B.J. Butcher Newsagents for the competition prize winner.
	

	
	
	


	
	The fire service had kindly agreed to set up the tables in the Town Hall that morning.  Setting up in the Old School will be on Friday 27th April at 6.00 p.m. for those Councillors who can help.  Cllr. J. Russell will be manning the Town Hall on the day and Cllrs. R. Warmington and O. Smith the Old School.  Cllr. R. Warmington will be doing the display for the Parish Council stand.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Progress report on Clare Town Sign and agree future action
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lord of Claret Farm, off Ashen Road, have kindly agreed to store the sign.  The Parish Council was very sorry to learn that Paul Shannon who had built and given the thatched roof had died earlier in the week.  It was agreed that Cllr. R. Gee will contact Mr. Lord to agree delivery arrangements.  Clerk to then arrange for Councillors, John Martin and Richard Webber to view the sign.
	Cllr. R. Gee

Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Follow up from meeting with Ian Poole, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, to discuss the feasibility and the different sites for car park in Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that this had been a very disappointing meeting with St. Edmundsbury who pushed everything back in the Parish Council’s court. They suggested that the Parish Council carry out a feasibility study and contact all the necessary people.  This is a huge undertaking for volunteer Parish Councillors and a part-time Clerk. 

The paperwork they had promised had not been received. Despite the Parish Council’s best efforts this issue has now been going on for 28 years and no progress made.  It was felt that St. Edmundsbury’s efforts were focused on Bury St. Edmunds and Haverhill to the detriment of Clare.  
It was thought that there had been a recent press article stating that Suffolk County Council had given money to St. Edmundsbury to carry out a feasibility study in Clare.  However, this may not be correct.  Clerk to follow up with County Councillor Jane Midwood.  The Chairman suggested that a Working Party could be set up in the future to try and drive this forward.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk was also asked to contact Suffolk ACRE to seek advice.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21
	To discuss and agree financial support to Clare in Bloom
	

	
	
	

	
	Considered under agenda item 9 (3).
	

	
	
	

	22
	To discuss and decide on correspondence item 6 from parishioner about car parking issue outside The Cock
	

	
	
	

	
	Covered under agenda item 9 (6).
	

	
	
	


	23
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. O. Smith, on behalf of the Parish Council and parishioners, warmly thanked the outgoing Chairman, Cllr. Rosemary Warmington, for her dedication, enthusiasm and hard work for Clare over the past 16 years serving on the Parish Council.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.25 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	John Martin
	Re:  Playing Field new pavilion.  Encloses original documentation received from Football Foundation dated 14th March.  1) Letter from Mr. McDermott, Director of Operations 2) Acceptance of Grant Contract signed by Cllrs. Warmington and O. Smith 3) General Terms and Condition of Grant 4) Grant payment form from Mr. Booker, head of Finance 5) three Claim forms 6) Auditors/Independent Accountants Report 7) Application form 2 as submitted by John Martin (original copy) 8) Clare football development plan as prepared and submitted by John Martin.  Please complete and sign item 4) and sent as soon as possible to Mr. Booker.  Grant payment form to the passed to Finance Clerk.  Action: Clerk

	2
	John Martin
	Re:  Playing Field new pavilion.  Confirms following action has been taken 1) Letter from Parish Council to Mr. McDermott acknowledging receipt of letter and enclosures 2) Letter from Football Foundation dated 14th March – Clause 2.3 John Martin has sent letter to Mr. Dunning, Project Manager, enclosing signed Acceptance form 3) Please make PC and Les Warmington aware of Clause 3.1 to 3.5 inclusive 4) Letter from Football Foundation dated 14th March – Clause 4.1 John Martin has made contact with Hawes Signs Ltd. and is awaiting a sign menu 5) Letter from Football Foundation dated 14th March – Clause 4.3 John Martin has contacted Rory Carroll and will report to PC as matters develop 6) Letter from Football Foundation dated 14th March – Clause 4.4 John Martin has contacted Rachel Keen and will report back to PC as matters develop 7) PC should be made aware of Clauses 6.1 to 6.3 inclusive.  Items 3) and 7) to be copied to Councillors.  Item 3) and 7) to be passed to Finance Committee for consideration. Agreed to invite Messrs. Martin and Humphrey to next Finance Committee meeting.  Action:  Clerk

	3
	Clare in Bloom Committee
	Re:  Grass cutting and future funding.  The funding that CiB receives from St Edmundsbury has been cut by a £1,000 per year for the last two years.  CiB currently pay for one grass cut prior to the Anglia in Bloom Judging Day. Request the PC to consider waiving this cost for future years.  Encloses budget which shows that there will be summer planting this year but no funds available for winter planting or a contingency going into 2008. CiB is a small committee of four people – do not have the resources in manpower to organize any major fund raising events.  Will the Parish Council consider helping to fund Clare in Bloom on a regular basis?  See agenda item 21.  Cllr. J. Smith left the meeting for this item.  It was agreed to move agenda item 21 to this part of the meeting.  After discussion it was agreed to waive future grass cutting costs.  Cllr. O. Smith proposed that Clare in Bloom receive a grant of £750 this year, this was seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by the majority.  Clerk to ascertain from CiB when and how grant should be paid.  Action:  Clerk

	4
	Kirsty Pitwood, Assistant Economic Development Officer (Rural Areas)
	Re:  Rural Areas Community Initiatives Grant.  Encloses application form, guidance notes and Ward Member form.  Clerk to check if this is for Cllr. K. Mison/The Nuttery.  Action:  Clerk


	5
	Jill Stewart, Development manager, Partnership for Older People, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Exercise/Activity Provision across Suffolk.  Request help with exercise/activity mapping.  Activities they are interested in are Healthy/Interest Walk, cycling, exercise on referral schemes e.g. relaxation programmes, aromatherapy, ballroom and line dancing, movement to music, bowls, badminton, sheltered complexes e.g. Tai Chi or Chair based exercise.  Chairman to collate information at Open Day on 28th April 2007.  Action:  Chairman

	6
	Les Warmington, parishioner
	Re:  Parking outside The Cock pub.  The Landlord of the pub berated Mr. Warmington for parking outside the pub – his complaint being that he had taken his parking space.  Mr. Warmington said that the area was public highway but the landlord did not accept this.  This area is used for mothers who park cars there when taking or collecting children from the pre-school and primary school and Mr. Warmington is concerned they may also be berated.  Note:  We have received confirmation from Suffolk County Council that the area in front of the public house is public highway and therefore there are no reserved parking spaces.  See agenda item 22.  Cllr. R. Warmington left the meeting for this item.   It was agreed to move agenda item 22) to this part of the meeting.  It was confirmed that the area is public highway and that the white line divides the highway from the pavement.  After discussion it was agreed to keep a watching brief but to take no further action.

	7
	Alastair McWhirter, Chief Constable, Suffolk Constabulary
	Re:  Suffolk SafeKey.  New initiative aimed at providing peace of mind by ensuring police can gain quick, easy access to your premises in an emergency. Available to all properties in Suffolk – businesses and residential. You can ensure your details are up-to-date either on-line, by telephone or post.  As well as being able to change details of nominated keyholders you can store additional information such as the name and address of a preferred glazier, plumber or GP to be contacted in an emergency.  Minimal administrative charge of £35.00 + VAT.  To be passed to Clare Business Association.  Action:  Clerk

	8
	Simon Verdon, Head of Business Operations, The Landmark Trust
	Re:  Ancient House – felling of tree.  Apologises for not identifying Clare Parish Council as the freeholder of the Ancient House in recent felling application.  Confirms they wish to remove tree as it is now too large, unsightly and inappropriate species for its setting.  Concerned in the long term that roots might damage house.  Requests approval from the Parish Council.  Agreed.  Action: Clerk


	9
	Mr. Mike Moore, Chief Executive, Suffolk County Council
	Re: A Unitary Council for Ipswich.  The Government has started consultation period on future of local government in Ipswich.  Proposals have been put forward by Borough Council and can be found on www.ipswich.gov.uk .  The Government is seeking views by no later than Friday 22nd June 2007. SCC feels that to go ahead with a new unitary Ipswich Council would not be right for Ipswich and Suffolk.  Lists concerns.  It was suggested that this may have a detrimental effect on Suffolk County Council and therefore have a knock-on effect to the rest of the County.  Clerk to copy and circulate to Councillors.  Action: Clerk

	10
	Victoria O’Keeffe, Bookings Manager, The Landmark Trust
	Re:  Ancient House.  Due to a grant given to them by the National Heritage Memorial Fund the Ancient House is open to the public for a week every year.  Under the terms of that agreement this year will be the last time that they will hold an open week at the house.  It will still be available for holidays and will join their programme of one off open days, where they open a selection of different properties each year.  Will also arrange visits to the house by appointment during changeovers.  8th – 15th June 2007 will be the last annual open week.  Clerk will inform Ancient House.  Action: Clerk.

	11
	Kenneth J. Parker, Insurance Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Precept Payment 2007/2008.  The amount of Grant Approved, precept and Band D Parish Council Tax for Clare Parish is: Gross Total £81,600, Admin 7.5% £935, Other Max 46% £16,535, Total Grant £17,500, Precept £64,100, Parish Council Tax £76.52.

	12
	Graham Newman, Portfolio for Adult and Community Services, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Publication.  Re-printing booklet by SCC called “Just around the corner”.  Wealth of useful information particularly if someone is approaching retirement or is responsible for the care of an older family member.  Joint project with CSV media at BBC Radio Suffolk and Age Concern Suffolk.  Available from all Suffolk libraries at just £2 a copy.  

	13
	Terry Wheeler
	Re:  Town sign.  Regrettably his storage facilities are currently full.

	14
	Suffolk Family Carers
	Re:  Donation.  Many thanks for donation.

	15
	County Councillor Jane Midwood and Mrs. Longland, parishioner
	Re:  Exchange of correspondence.  Copies of letter dated 20th March and e:mail response of 21st March


Items 10 – 15 noted.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 19th April 2007

	3
	Police Report.  In the absence of PC Spraggons the Clerk read his report to the 18th April 2007 giving a breakdown of crime in Clare.

	
	

	
	Although Clare has been relatively unscathed the rural sector has suffered from outbuilding burglaries and thefts.  This has been targeting mowers, garden tools, quadbikes, trailers etc.  Please ensure that valuable equipment is hidden and items are secured.  With the warmer weather approaching more people will be tempted to leave doors and windows open.  Please remember that a large number of thieves are opportunists.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  None received.

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  None received.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  None received.
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