Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 15th March 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:   Cllr. R. Warmington (Chairman), Cllrs. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, 

K. Mison, D. Neal, J. Russell, J. Stevens, J. Smith, County Councillor Jane Midwood, Jason Fitzpatrick and Elaine Collins (Pure Energy), 1 parishioner.  Clerks: A. Jobson and L. Warmington, 
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from PC Chris Spraggons and Cllr. J. Russell for late arrival.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllrs. O. Smith and J. Smith declared an interest in agenda item 16.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Presentation by Jason Fitzpatrick of Pure Energy on updating the Clare website.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	This was Cllr. J. Stevens last meeting.  The Chairman thanked him on behalf of the Parish Council and parishioners for all the work he has done over many years both as Chairman of the Parish Council and as Borough Councillor.  His dedication to Clare and in particular driving the Playing Field Pavilion project forward is greatly appreciated.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 15th February 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 15th February 2007 was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was circulated at the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting held on 15th February 2007 .  Item 10.  Suffolk Village of the Year Competition.  It was agreed to enter this.
	Cllr. J. Smith/Clerk

	
	
	

	
	A letter and invoice for £547.00 had been received from Winston Knowles re proposed Sports Pavilion, Clare.  Summarises costs for building regulations/specification.  It was agreed to send a copy of these to John Martin to check everything is in order.  Letter to be tabled under correspondence at next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Invitation to attend Parish Council Conference on 12th April 2007 between 4.00 – 6.00 p.m. at Horringer Community Centre.  Topics likely to be included are Local Government Review with Shona Bendix of SALC, update on Public Service Village and work of Countryside Forum.  Please let Clerk know if you wish to attend.  Clerk to write to St. Edmundsbury to express concern about lack of notice.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk explained the accounts in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – To be notified.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Larger litter bin has been put at bottom of Sheepgate Lane.  Problem of location of bin in Pashlers Alley – any suggestions welcome.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – No report. 
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Beech trees in Nethergate Street.  Second opinion obtained on beech tree with poor fork formation.  Suffolk Tree Services advise that a band (approximately £150) would cover health and safety issue and will need reviewing every 3 to 4 years. Unfortunately there are problems occurring with several of the beech trees due to incorrect pruning in the early 1980s.  The fifth tree appears to have rot in the trunk and to ascertain how bad it is a Picus tomogrom test needs to be carried out at a cost of £150. The Nuttery – log seats will be suitable, information board costs to be agenda item at next Parish Council meeting.  It was agreed that the paths through The Nuttery should be permissive paths.  Agenda item at next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	i)
	To consider recommendation for tenders to resurface the north path in the Churchyard.  Three quotations received.  It was agreed to award the tender to D.J. Sears at a cost of £2,256.  Clerk to write all parties.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance –  Cllr. P. Daniels summarised the response to the Consultation paper on the Model Code of Conduct.  

Cllr. P. Daniels had received certified copies of all deeds held by Wayman solicitors which he was beginning to review.  The Old School is owned beneficially by a charity, Clare Old National School, which could explain why it was not put into the CHOC constitution.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  It was agreed to donate £100 to Optua, which directly helps people in Clare and £30 to Suffolk Family Carers.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC.  All present at the CHOC meeting are against the title deeds of the halls being transferred to the official custodian.  Three people have replied to advertisement for a cleaner.  New carpets for Old School and new table for Committee Room ongoing.  CHOC AGM is on April 24th.
	

	
	
	

	
	Website. Following presentation to be agenda item at the next meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Tourism meeting.  Report circulated.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP.  Chairman and Cllr. J. Smith to have site visit with Havebury.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The importance of walking the footpaths in and around Clare was highlighted.  Cllr. K. Mison had prepared a detailed list of footpaths – routes, land owners etc. and it was agreed to circulate this.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels had recently attended a SALC meeting where an update on pathfinder status was given. 
	

	
	
	

	15
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/0264 – (i) Erection of extension to North West and rear elevations and (ii) change of use of water meadow to garden cartilage – 15a Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/07/0312 – Erection of single storey extension to rear elevation – 1 The Millers, Stoke Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/07/0173 – Listed Building Application – (i) Erection of single storey rear garden room; (ii) brick garden wall and (iii) internal and external alterations amended by plans (drawing nos. 06/87/03 and 06/87/04) received 20 February 2007 showing revisions to the proposed elevations – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/07/0172 – Planning Application – Erection of (i) single storey rear garden room extension and (ii) brick garden wall amended by plans (drawing nos. 06/87/03 and 06/87/04) received 29th February 2007 showing revisions to the proposed elevations – Galloway House, 16 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	SE/07/0311 – Listed Building Application - Provision of 1 no. non-illuminated hanging sign to front elevation – 28/29 High Street, Clare. Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried by the majority (6 for: 2 abstentions).
	

	
	
	

	f)
	TCA07/1428 – Tree in a Conservation area notification – Fell one Norway Spruce – the Ancient House, 26 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Comment:  The Parish Council own the land, not The Landmark Trust.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	SE/07/0343 – Erection of single storey front extension – 5 De Burgh Place, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	h)
	SE/07/0360 – Change of use from Class D1 (Consulting) to Class A1 (Retail) – 5 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Russell, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	i)
	SE/07/0370 – Advertisement Application – Provision of non-illuminated (i) fascia sign; (ii) menu board and (iii) directional sign – Co-Operative Local, Market Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	j)
	SE/07/0371 – Listed Building Application – Provision of non-illuminated (i) fascia sign; (ii) menu board and (iii) directional sign – Co-Operative Local, Market Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	k)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0248 – Planning Application - Erection of triple bay garage and adjacent garden store and workshop amended by plans received 5 March 2007 showing enlarged and repositioned garage joinery details – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. D. Neal, seconded by Cllr. R. Warmington and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0387 – Listed Building Application – Erection of single storey extension to rear (amended scheme to omit glazed screen and substitute window for door) – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	


	l)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0108 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Granted
SE/07/0104 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Granted

SE/07/0106 – 28/29 High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	
	

	15
	To consider proposal received via the Local Government Association from the town of San Michele Salentino in the Puglia region of Italy for possible twinning application
	

	
	
	

	
	Twinning is a subject that has been discussed in the past.  To organize twinning and to maintain this every year takes a huge amount of work.  It was agreed not to progress at this stage.  Clerk to respond accordingly.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	To consider the implications of the Parish Council’s custodianship as trustees of title to the Combined Halls of Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	In the interest of best practice it was agreed to ensure that the Charity Commission has up-to-date information on Trustees.  Cllr P. Daniels is preparing a definitive document on the responsibilities of the CHOC Trustees and the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	
	The CHOC Trustees are against the title deeds of the halls being transferred to the official custodian.  A discussion followed.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels proposed that the Parish Council retains legal title to the Town Hall and does not approach the official custodian to take over the custodian trusteeship, this was seconded by Cllr. R. Warmington and carried unanimously.  Cllrs. O. Smith and J. Smith did not vote.
	

	
	
	

	17
	To consider nominations of candidates appointed by the Parish Council to the Combined Halls of Clare Management Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. O. Smith would like to continue on CHOC.  Cllr. J. Smith did not wish to continue. To be an agenda item at the April meeting.  Councillors to consider who can be put forward – please let Clerk know in advance of next meeting.
	All Councillors/

Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Discuss and agree who to approach for storage of the Town Sign and report back on discussions re design assistance
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. Jacobs does not have room for the sign.  Cllr. J. Russell suggested that John Laws at Clare Castle Country Park be approached and this was agreed.  With regard to design assistance it was agreed that the Chairman will approach Richard Webber.
	Clerk
Chairman

	
	
	

	19
	To consider proposal from Ian Poole, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, with regard to car park meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Ian Poole had suggested having an initial meeting with two or three Councillors and to have a look at potential sites.  It was agreed that Cllrs. Warmington, J. Smith and O. Smith meet with Ian Poole and others.  Clerk to progress.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Progress report on Open Day, decision as to topics to be covered on Parish Council stand and ideas to encourage visitors to go to both Halls
	

	
	
	

	
	Sharon Fairweather, St. Edmundsbury Tourism Manager, had agreed to have a stand at the Open Day and will hopefully attract parishioners to be Blue Badge Guides.  It was agreed to run a competition in order to get people to visit both Halls.  It was suggested that refreshments are provided.
	Chairman/

Cllr. O. Smith

	
	
	

	21
	Agree agenda for Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to invite Mr. John Martin to give an update on the Playing Field pavilion.  Cllr. J. Stevens agreed to send written report.  
	Clerk/

Cllr J Stevens

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items other than those previously minuted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Daniel Sage, Research and Development Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Community Litter Picks.  Suffolk Spring Clean Week is 24th – 30th March 2007.  Inviting local Parish Councils to get involved in litter picking campaign.  Groups wishing to participate will be provided with litter picking equipment and all the necessary safety gear.  Agreed to pass on to Primary and Middle Schools and Scout Group.  Action:  Clerk

	2
	Simon Amstutz, Operations Manager, Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project
	Re:  Stour Valley Landscape Partnership-Community Workshop.  Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project has been working with organizations across Essex and Suffolk in a partnership bid for major Heritage Lottery Funding for the Stour Valley.  Already secured a grant of £48,500 from HLF. Hoping to attract a further £1m.  If bid is successful the money will be spent on projects that provide opportunities for local people to study and celebrate the archaeology, art and history of the valley’s rural landscape. Looking for ideas for heritage projects (lists types).  Invitation to conference to find out more about proposed grant application.  Tuesday 24th April from 7.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. at Gainsborough’s House, Sudbury. Reply by 16th March.  Please let Clerk know if you would like to attend..

	3
	Cllr. J. Griffiths, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Rural News.  Encloses first copy of Rural News, a bi-monthly newsletter for rural parishes (specific topics for Clare are Grants, Elections (Nominations close at noon on 4th April 2007), Council tax increases etc).  Requesting feedback on newsletter.  Cllr. J. Stevens explained that it is a first attempt and will require further work on it. To be put in Circulation Folder.  Please make a note of any comments on front of folder for Clerk to respond. Action: Clerk.  

	4
	Niki Hollingworth, Housing Strategy and Development Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Lettings Policy Consultation.  St. Edmundsbury is working with other local authorities and housing associations within the Cambridge sub-region to deliver a Choice Based Lettings Scheme (CBL).  This allows customers a greater say in where they live.  In order to deliver CBL they are seeking to consult with stakeholders.  Consultation documents on their website www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk/sebc/live/housing.cfm Comments by 30th April 2007.  To be passed to the Chairman for comments.

	5
	Jonathan Moore, Chief Executive, Suffolk Association of Voluntary Organisations
	Re:  Petition re lottery funding the Olympics/Paralympics.  Rising costs of Olympics means that National Lottery money may be diverted to meet the shortfall.  This will unfairly penalize charities, voluntary organizations and grassroot community groups.  Want the games to be a success but not by diverting lottery funds from other good causes.  Please sign petition on www.petitions.pm.gov.uk/Defend-funding   No Parish Council response, individuals can sign if they wish.

	6
	Mr. Norman Jennings, Braintree
	Re:  Footpath 14 (Chilton Street).  (Mr. Jennings contacted the Parish Council last year to ask if the PC would make a submission for the extension of this footpath to join the main Hundon to Poslingford path.  It was suggested that he contact the Ramblers Association.)  Encloses a detailed letter from the Ramblers Association which suggests he contact SCC to see if they are aware of any research done as to the existence of a right of way over the missing section. Requesting Parish Council support.   Note: Subsequently received a telephone message from Mr. Jennings to say that SCC footpath service is going to write to the landowner to request a permissive path.   Clerk gave update.  SCC had written to landowner who did not give permission.  It was agreed to write to the landowner again to see if there was any solution, i.e. possibly using grass margin as opposed to going across field.  Action:  Clerk 

	7
	Elisabeth Harrison, Service Development Librarian, Suffolk County Council
	Re: mobile library service in Suffolk.  Proposing to modernize service by installing internet terminals initially on 3 mobile libraries.  Will be reviewing routes and stops.  Encloses posters giving details of the proposed new mobile library routes so that as many people as possible have the opportunity to comment.  Agreed to pass to Butchers Newsagent and Library.  Action: Clerk.

	8
	Simon Harding and Valerie Legg, Bury St. Edmunds
	Re:  www.uchooseBurytowncentre.co.uk  New non-partisan website with open forum for people who have interest in Bury St. Edmunds town centre.  Will be setting up series of polls on issues brought to their attention.  First is on the Manor House Museum.  Requesting completion of poll form.  Encloses poster for display. Need residents in the area to distribute details.  Does the Parish Council wish to be added to e:mail circulation list.  No action to be taken.

	9
	Mr. Jackson, Housing Officer, Suffolk Housing Officer
	Re:  Mutual Exchange from 2 Lutus Close to 8 Church Park, Stoke-by Clare.  Details proposed mutual exchange between tenants in the adjoining parishes.  

	10
	Hannah Goodfield, Regulatory Officer, Environment Agency
	Re:  Combined Essex Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy: Statement of Response.    Summarises responses received.  To be put in circulation folder together with Final Document

	11
	Police Direct
	Re:  Burglaries in Great Wratting and Stradishall.   Unknown offenders have been targeting houses that are undergoing renovation and stealing large amounts of copper piping and various other expensive items.  If you have any information or see anyone acting suspiciously please contact Suffolk police on (01473) 613500 quoting reference number HH/07/438.  

	12
	Victim Support Suffolk
	Re:  Donation.  Many thanks for donation.  

	13
	Abigail Jones, Shaw Trust, Patient and Public Involvement in Health
	Re:  PPI Public Meetings. Made up of groups of volunteers in the local community who are enthusiastic about helping patients and members of the public influence the way that local healthcare is organized and delivered.  For more information call (01473) 407342.   Tuesday 12th June – 9.30 a.m. West Suffolk Hospital PPI Forum, Wednesday 2nd May – 2.00 p.m. West Suffolk PCT Locality PPI Forum and Wednesday 4th July – 2.00 p.m. – West Suffolk PCT Locality PPI Forum.  To be held at Moreton Hall, Bury St. Edmunds.


Items 9 – 13 noted

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th March 2007
	
	With the agreement of the Parish Council the agenda order for the public session was amended.

	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood agreed to follow up the permanent flooding at Chilton Street and the possibility of a septic tank overflow.  Clerk to follow up with Environmental Health.  Action:  County Cllr. Jane Midwood/Clerk

	
	

	
	As previously advised Council Tax will rise by 4.5%.  This is not enough money to carry on services to the level they would like.  Maintenance on highways will be cut back.  School budgets are ring fenced.  

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood reported on a positive meeting with the Portfolio Holder and Director for Children’s Schools and Young People and the CLARE group (Clare Local Area for Rural Education).  She thanked Mr. Jim Meikle for an excellent presentation.  

	
	

	
	The Chairman had attended the meeting and re-iterated Councillor Midwood’s comments.  If the move is made to a two tier system it is hoped that the Primary School can be extended to accommodate children to aged 11 and Clare Middle School from aged 11 – 16.

	
	

	
	It is crucial for the future sustainability of Clare and the surrounding villages to keep the local schools.  

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood reported on the extremely critical correspondence she had received from a parishioner in Clare and strongly refuted the comments made.  

	
	

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	In the absence of PC Chris Spraggons the Clerk read his report giving a breakdown of crime from 16th February – 15th March in Clare.

	
	

	
	A red van is parking on the double yellow lines at Well Lane which obstructs the view towards Market Hill.  To be reported to PC Spraggons.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	4
	Presentation by Jason Fitzpatrick of Pure Energy on updating the Clare website

	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed Jason Fitzpatrick and Elaine Collins to the meeting.  Mr. Fitzpatrick summarised the information currently on the site which was set up in 2000.   www.clare-uk.com currently receives 2,100 unique visitors every month, viewing approximately 12,000 pages.  The site is number one on all major search engines.  Over 90 other websites have a link to the Clare site.  

	
	

	
	In website terms although the site is still very good it is looking old and needs a fresh approach both from the point of view of tourists and people in Clare.   Mr. Fitzpatrick suggested a message board (although there is a potential risk from this), a frequently asked questions section, video tour of Clare (suggested this be done first), 360OC images and searchable news archives.    As with the Haverhill site, the system can be set up to allow multiple people access to update the site which will keep it more up-to-date.  

	
	

	
	The majority of the cost of the website has been borne by Pure Energy and although support has been received from a few businesses this needs to be increased to be commercially viable.  With the number of visitors in a month it is both a useful resource for local businesses and a platform for Clare. 

	
	

	
	Mr. Fitzpatrick circulated a paper detailing costs and the options available.  Pure Energy is keen to develop the website further and would welcome any partnerships with local organizations and businesses.  They are more than willing to explore other financial avenues.  

	
	

	5
	Parishioners Question Time

	
	

	
	Mr. Jim Meikle, governor at Clare Primary School, explained that Clare and the local area had been excluded in real terms from the public consultation on the proposed School Reorganisation.  As reported in item 6) they met with the Portfolio Holder and Director for Children’s Schools and Young People in order to express their concerns about the consultation, and how the schools are integral to the community and keeping young families in Clare.  It is expected that the move to a two-tier system will be formally agreed at the meeting on 22nd March 2007.  They suggested that primary schools in the cluster area (Hundon, Wickhambrook, Kedington etc.) be extended to accommodate KS2 (aged 11) followed by a rural upper school to completion of education.  

	
	

	7
	Borough Councillors’ Report

	
	

	
	Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens reported that St. Edmundsbury have encountered problems with their website and have now appointed a website officer responsible for upgrading the site.  Key people in all departments will be responsible for ensuring information is updated daily or weekly.  
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