Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 15th February 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:   Cllr. R. Warmington (Chairman), Cllrs. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, 

K. Mison, D. Neal, J. Stevens, J. Smith, County Councillor Jane Midwood, Inspector Adrian Dawson, PC Chris Spraggons, Clerks: A. Jobson and L. Warmington, 
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Russell.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  None declared at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Discussion on local policing issues with Inspector Adrian Dawson, the new Inspector at Haverhill Police Station.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes
	

	
	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th January and 1st February 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 18th January 2007 was proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 1st February 2007 was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was circulated at the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from meeting held on 18th January 2007:-
Item 15.  Malting Lane light.  The Chairman agreed to progress the removal of the ivy from the light.  This should be removed soon.
Item 17.  Clare in Bloom.  The Chairman agreed to contact parishioner who had expressed an interest.  To be reported back to Clare in Bloom.

Item 18.  Use of Clerk’s office.  Cllrs. J. and O. Smith agreed to take to CHOC the suggestion that the Committee Room is used instead.  Agreed.  Parish Council to pay for room.
Item 9. Correspondence – Letter 8.  Cllr. R. Gee agreed to follow up permanently parked skip in Clare Heights.  Parishioner explained that skip was there because of building an extension at the rear of the property.
Attachment to Minutes.  Fallen down tree across River Stour.  Cllr. J. Russell/Clerk to progress. Tim Barritt at the Environment Agency was already aware of this and arranging clearance
	

	
	
	

	
	A revised Model Code of Conduct for Local Authorities has been received from Communities and Local Government.  Comments are invited by 9th March 2007.  Subsequent e:mail received from SALC summarizing main effects of the proposal.  Given the short notice it was agreed to pass this to Cllr. P. Daniels to review and respond if necessary.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk explained the accounts in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial – 1589 Mr. and Mrs M.J. Bevan.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Formal adoption of application for £130,000 loan to be taken out by the Parish Council for the Playing Field Pavilion
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Clerk explained that this was an application for approval to borrow.  He explained in detail the questions to be answered.  It was proposed that the Chairman, the Responsible Finance Officer and Cllr. P. Daniels as Chairman of the Finance Committee execute an application to complete the loan substantially in the form disclosed at the meeting subject to amendments as they see fit.  This was proposed by Cllr. D. Neal, seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried unanimously.
	Finance Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Dog fouling had increased recently and the dog warden to be contacted.  
	Cllr. O. Smith/Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Cllr. R. Gee had attended meeting in Sudbury with Tim Yeo M.P. and the Environment Agency following the EA’s decision not to operate the mill gates in Clare.  New equipment is to be tested in March at Pentlow Mill and if successful will be installed at remaining mill gates.  The Environment Agency will then resume operation of mill gates in Clare. 
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – With regard to internments in the Cemetery extension it has been decided that no grave plots can be reserved ahead of the row being currently used as has happened in the past.  However, if someone wishes to reserve a plot for another family member adjacent to one being used that would be allowed.  Awaiting information on contacts to look at the War Memorial.  Tender to repair bench on greensward outside Baptist Chapel has been unsuccessful as no one wanted the job. Ferreting has taken place in The Nuttery with some success.  Clerk to write and thank Mr. Kiddy for the loan of the digger.  Working morning in the Cemetery to be arranged for the middle of March.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance – The Finance Committee meeting had been cancelled.  Cllr. K. Mison asked whether an interpretation board could be provided at The Nuttery (similar to the one on the Common). Cost would be approximately £2,000.  To be considered at next Finance Committee meeting.
	Finance Committee

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. To be considered at next Finance Committee meeting.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	CHOC.  Very successful and informative meeting with Mr. Jackson of Suffolk ACRE which has helped the CHOC committee. The Parish Council has the title of both buildings but have no responsibilities as to the management which has been handed over to the Trustees.  Official custodianship to be considered.

Disabled toilet in Town Hall is not a tremendous problem.   Hearing loops for both buildings should be investigated.  

Copies of the deeds being progressed with Wayman and Long.  

To be an agenda item at March meeting.  
The Parish Council is fully supportive of CHOC and the Trustees.

Snooker table has been sold for £475.  Committee Room is ideal for small meetings.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	CLASP.  The Fire Service had been called out one night recently to Erbury Place/Churchill Close and although had access into the building they could not get into individual flats as nobody had a master key.  This could have had serious implications.  It was agreed to contact the Fire Service to have their input before writing to Havebury.

Where paths have been sprayed for weeds the grass adjacent has also been sprayed and killed which looks unpleasant.  Grass cutting and maintenance re-tender is to happen shortly.  Several window boxes are rotten and need replacing.  It was agreed to write to Havebury and suggest a site meeting.  This used to happen regularly and ideally should be re-instated.
	Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Tourism.  Meeting with Sharon Fairweather arranged for 6th March.  Clerk to progress arrangements.  
	Clerk

	
	
	


	d)
	Website.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that a constructive meeting had taken place with Elaine Collins.  The new Haverhill website is excellent.  It was agreed that the Clare website needed to be advanced.  Jason Fitzpatrick to be invited to the next meeting to give a short presentation.
	Clerk/Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	e)
	Open Day – Saturday 28th April 2007 from 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.  Both Halls booked.  Councillors asked to think of:-  1) ways to get visitors to both Halls and 2) ideas for Parish Council stand, possibly along the lines of revitalizing a Parish Plan - suggestions at next meeting.  CLASP asked if they would do refreshments in one of the Halls.   Help will be required to set up and during the day.  Cllr. O. Smith to speak to John Martin to see if football youngsters may be able to help.  
To be agenda item at March meeting.
	Cllr. O. Smith

Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/07/0186 – Advertisement Application – Provision of 1 no. externally illuminated fascia sign to front elevation and 1 no. non-illuminated white backing panel to side elevation (revised scheme) – Lloyds TSB Bank PLC, Market Hill, Clare.  Received confirmation from St. Edmundsbury that the application may be displayed with deemed consent and does not require advertisement approval.  See further application under item c).
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/06/2691 – Erection of extension to existing church as amended by plans received on 2 February 2007 (revised design) and flood plan received on 6 February 2007 – Clare Priory, Ashen Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0248 – Erection of a double garage and adjacent garden store and workshop – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by the majority. (7:1).
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/07/0239 – Provision of non-illuminated fascia sign to front elevation and white backing panel to side elevation – Lloyds TSB Bank, Market Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/2936; SE/06/2933; SE/06/2934 – 6 Bridewell Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/06/2836; SE/06/2839 – Lloyds TSB Bank, Market Hill, Clare – Refused
	

	
	SE/06/2794 – Willow Lake Manor, Stoke Road, Clare – Refused
	

	
	TCA06/1405 – The Old Manse, High Street, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/06/2587 – Playing Field, Harp Lane, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/06/2904 – 15, 15a, 15b Cavendish Road, Clare – Granted
	

	
	SE/06/2323 – Eastview and Sawpits, Stoke Road Clare – Refused
	

	
	
	

	16
	Agree selection of design and location for Town Sign
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. D. Neal was thanked for preparing a detailed paper showing different designs and factors affecting the choice.  After discussion it was agreed to arrange a viewing of the sign and the thatched roof together in order for Councillors to have a clearer idea.  It was agreed to invite Mrs. Knight and Mr. Simpson to the viewing in order to have further input on the aesthetic qualities of the different designs.  The logistics of organizing such a viewing was discussed.  It was agreed to write to Mr. Jacobs to see whether he would have secure, large storage for the roof and sign pending erection.  Insurance implications will have to be considered.
	Clerk/

Finance Clerk

	
	
	

	
	It was unanimously agreed that the location should be Nethergate Street.
	

	
	
	

	17
	Agree dates for meeting with Ian Poole and St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to discuss car and coach park in Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to ask Ian Poole for some dates in the first instance.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items other than those previously minuted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	
	
	

	1
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Site Meeting 17 January 2007 – Bell Hotel Corner, Clare.  Summarises meeting.  Suggests Give Way road markings and centerlines could be replaced and changed a little, junction marking to be revised to give a better approach angle for traffic turning from Market Hill to Cavendish Road.  All lining works needed renewing. Provide bollard outside Bell Hotel to deter vehicles climbing pavement.  Mrs. Gage who deals with lorry management issues is due to carry out surveys in the area to assess traffic conditions and HGV use.  Encloses plan of the area and Heavy Goods Vehicle Incident Record sheets.  Incident record sheets passed to Cllr. J. Smith for onward distribution.  Accident issues at this corner cannot easily be solved due to modern large lorries and villages not designed for them. However, it is hoped that this proposal will help.  Clerk to write to Kevin Shipp.  Action:  Clerk.

	2
	Rona Burt, Organiser Suffolk Village of the Year, SALC
	Re:  Suffolk Calor Gas Village of Year Competition 2007.  Invitation to enter.  Closing date 5th April 2007.  No agreement reached.  Cllr. J. Smith will consider.  Action:  Cllr. J. Smith

	3
	Shona Bendix, Chief Executive Officer, SALC
	Re:  Building and Strengthening your Community.  In March SALC, with various other organizations, will be running a one day event to help Councils explore the possitbilities available for taking local action on matters affecting the community.  It is planned to be able to find out how to: develop community wood or open space, create wildlife area, buy assets, obtain grants, help people to be healthy, host community events, create a Parish Plan, improve road safety, become a Quality Council, obtain affordable housing, etc.  Friday 16th March at Horringer Community Centre.  Welcome to send more than one representative.  Agreed that Cllr. O. Smith will attend.  If any other councilors wish to attend please contact Clerk.  Action:  Cllr. O. Smith/Clerk

	4
	Shona Bendix, Chief Executive Officer, SALC
	Re:  Recent storms.  SALC chairs the Suffolk Community and Resilience Forum.  Interested to hear how parish dealt with any emergencies so they can feed this information to relevant authorities and organizations.  Were there any serious problems for vulnerable people that could have been avoided?  Any unforeseen problems?  Reminder that residents should be on guard against bogus traders. Electricity was off in Snow Hill area and EDF claimed that nobody had reported this until the following day. Action:  Clerk

	5
	SALC
	Re:  Consultation : The Commons Act 2006: Protection of Common Land in England.  Consultation aims to achieve better protection for common land by reforming the consents systems for works and fencing on common land and by ensuring that existing protections are applied consistently.  Consultation document can be found on http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/commonsact2006.index.htm
Respond to SALC not later than 20th March 2007.  To be passed to Clare Combined Charities.  Action:  Clerk

	6
	Jim Nunn, West Suffolk Highways, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Follow up from his visit last year.  1) Weeds being treated in late spring – try to be more effective 2) dead weeds in front of wall in Cavendish Road to be removed 3) Helpful if councillors can identify faded lines which cause problems.  4) Approximate cost of surface dressing is £1.50 per sq. meter for a housing estate.  The cost would be nearer £1.90 on a main road.  It was agreed that all lining needed to be done.  Kevin Shipp had commented on poor lining on his recent visit.  Action: Clerk

	7
	Wendy Smith, Suffolk Primary Care Trust
	Re:  Care about healthcare.  Improving health and buying healthcare for Suffolk for 2008 and beyond. Discussion paper. Deadline for feedback 30th March 2007.  Note:  As agreed at last meeting Cllr. R. Warmington is attending workshop on 8th March 2007.  To be passed to Cllr. R. Warmington.  Action:  Clerk

	8
	Kelley Parker, Assistant Chief Officer, National Offender Management Service
	Re:  Suffolk Probation Area’s Community Payback Scheme.  Communities can nominate work for offenders sentenced to unpaid work to do as part of a community order.  Work undertaken includes graffiti removal, internal and external decorating, gardening and grounds keeping, repairs and renovation.  Work is carried out free of charge and under supervision.  The community just has to provide materials.  Outlines broad criteria.  Please contact if aware of any work which may be suitable.  It was agreed that the Churchyard border needed a lot of work. While Clare in Bloom volunteers maintained the border they could not be expected to do heavy work removing shrubs passed their best etc.  Action:  Clerk 

	9
	Mr. Richard Fenner, parishioner
	Re:  20 Clarence Road, Clare – Planning application number SE/07/0017.  Understands objections have been raised.  Encloses copy of detailed letter to Mr. Laird at Planning Department at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Requests copy of parishioner’s objection.  It was agreed to contact St. Edmundsbury to check what they charge for copies of correspondence.  Clerk to then contact Mr. Fenner.  Action:  Clerk

	10
	Mr. Ron Longland, parishioner.
	Re:  Clare Heights.  1) Ground where mobility vehicles cut across green is very muddy.  Note:  Reported to Jim Nunn and Terry Howe will inspect.  However budget this year is virtually allocated. 2) Replanting of trees on Acre Walk green.  Note:  Suggested to Jim Nunn.  Replied that they have problems with maintenance of existing trees and cannot therefore justify replacing trees. 3) Building work on the corner of De Burgh Place and Hertford Road is ruining neighbourhood (lists concerns).  4) Permanent siting of skip.  Note: It was agreed at last month’s meeting that Cllr. R. Gee will progress.  Clerk to respond re item 4.  Action:  Clerk

	11
	Rosalind Turner, Director for Children and Young People, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  School organization review.  Encloses copy of Key Messages for the review.  Note:  To be distributed to each councillor.  Over the coming weeks they will be providing further information about review.  Full Council will meet on 22nd March 2007 to consider the recommendations put forward by the PDP and Cabinet.

	12
	Winston C. Knowles
	Re:  Proposed Sports Pavilion.  Confirms planning permission has been granted.  Will send copies of approved drawings and will bring up-to-date with regard to fee which covers work since 29th September 2006.  Will also provide projection cost for future fees to cover 1) work entailed in applying for Building Regulation approval 2) work involved in amending Specification of Works in order for tenders to be sent to builders.

	13
	John Martin


	Re: Clare Playing field pavilion.  Encloses copy of planning permission and also planning conditions agreed with Planning Officer.  Condition number 4 will need his attention. (To be read out).  Cllr. J. Stevens had advised him that Parish Council have set aside a contingency of £30,000 in addition to the £100,000 already pledged.  Sincere thanks to Parish Council for their continued support.  Application to the Football Foundation is for an award/grant against a total project figure of £404, 542.00.

	14
	Richard Parmee, Dedham Vale & Stour Valley Countryside Project
	Re:  The Nuttery.  Working day on Saturday 17th February, starting at 10.00 a.m.  aiming to finish at 2.00 p.m.  Please wear suitable footwear, old clothes and gloves.  Bring any tools that could be useful such as spades, forks, secatuers etc.

	15
	Police Direct
	Re:  Thefts from cars in Clare.  Several thefts in Common Street, Gilbert Road, Callis Street and Mortimer place overnight on 29th/30th January.  They stress the importance of keeping vehicles locked and never leave valuable items in it.  Bogus callers can try and con their way into homes to steal.  They do not want to attract attention and if rebutted will normally leave.  Answer door use the chain and ask for identification.  If in doubt call the organization to check (use telephone number from directory or old bill).

	16
	Police Direct
	Re:  Burglary, Market Hill.  Estate agents were broken into and items worth £2,780 were stolen including laser tape measure, laptop, printer, fax machine, digital camera and 4 GNR flat screen monitors.  Please contact Suffolk Police on (01284) 774100 if you have any information.

	17
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Ornamental finger post pedestrian sign to Ancient House Museum.  Copy of letter to Stuart Green confirming sign has been ordered, 4 week delivery, payment for the sign and erection is £264.

	18
	Jim Standen, Secretary, Parochial Church Council
	Re:  Clearing of ivy.  PCC thanks Parish Council for arranging this.  They are most grateful. Investigating if any grants may be available.

	19
	Rona Hopkinson, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Planning application SE/06/2904 – 15 Cavendish Road.  Response to our message re water draining at front of property.  Confirms that when planning permission was granted a condition was included requiring the submission of details in respect of discharge of surface water.  Cannot find a record confirming this condition has been discharged.  Forwarded to Enforcement Team to progress.

	20
	Roy Bebbington, Bury St. Edmunds
	Re:  Campaign for the Abolition of the Borough Council (ABC).  Stood for Eastgate Ward in by-election as ABC candidate.  Aiming to put forward candidates at May elections.  Boosted by paper X437 which aims to engage local communities, parish and town councils to take on greater devolved powers.  If you wish to be a candidate contact Elections Officer at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Spoof communication.


Items 11 – 20 noted.  
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 15th February 2007
	3
	Discussion on local policing issues with Inspector Adrian Dawson, the new Inspector at Haverhill Police Station

	
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed Inspector Dawson to the meeting.  Inspector Dawson reported that Clare has a low crime level, despite the recent spate of thefts.  It was important that parishioners took note of crime prevention advice.  The rate of crime in Haverhill is falling.  Overall Suffolk is a very safe County.

	
	

	
	Inspector Dawson explained the planned move to Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNTs) which will provide more focus locally and hopefully increase community support.  Clare will come under the Bury Rural SNT.  PCs Spraggons and McKenna will remain together with an additional three more police officers to cover the increased area. They will report to a sergeant based in Horringer who in turn will report to a rural Police Inspector.   Clare will have a dedicated PCSO who will spend the majority of time in Clare but may be called away if required to be present at special events.  It is hoped to be launched in June once a base is established.  The importance of publicizing the SNTs was discussed.  It was agreed to try and get something in the next edition of the Clare Focus. Inspector Dawson agreed to contact the Special Constable recruitment unit in case they wished to have a stand at the Open Day on 28th April.  

	
	

	4
	Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Chris Spraggons gave a breakdown of crime from 15th January – 15th February.  Unfortunately there had been a number of thefts from motor vehicles and three burglaries.  It is important that vehicles are kept locked and valuables are not left on display. Sheds and outbuildings should be locked and items of any value should be chained up. 

	
	

	
	Cars or vans parking dangerously at the end of Well Lane will be dealt with appropriately.

	
	

	5
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	None received.

	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	School organization review.  Final decision to be made on 22nd March 2007.  If the move is made from a three to a two tier system, primary schools will be maintained and strengthened.  

	
	

	
	County Council’s budget debate will take place on 22nd February.  Council Tax to rise by 4.5%.  Economies will have to be taken across the board.  

	
	

	
	Jerry Hindle had responded with regard to tourism issues which will be considered at the next Tourism meeting.

	
	

	
	Jim Nunn had agreed to provide a grit bin at Sheepgate Lane.

	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	A planning application for cinema complex in Haverhill has been made.   If passed, then building will commence in May to open in Easter 2008.  Tesco development is proceeding following the move of PBM to a site on the by-pass

	
	

	
	St. Edmundsbury is planning to publish a quarterly Parish Newsletter geared to each parish.  

	
	

	
	Havebury are going to provide shelters for motorized mobility vehicles at Churchill Close.  CLASP will provide some funding.  

	
	

	
	St. Edmundsbury waste disposal has been asked by the Government to trial a domestic battery disposal scheme in eight areas.  Bags will be attached to blue bins.  Reminders will be sent out again about what goes in each bin.

	
	

	
	DRIVE initiative has saved over £4m.  Council Tax increase for this year will be 2.9%.  Over the last four years the percentage has fallen on the previous year, despite a reduction in the rate support grant from the Government.
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