Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 14th December 2006 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:   Cllrs. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, D. Neal, J. Russell, J. Stevens, J. Smith  Clerks: A. Jobson and L. Warmington, County Councillor Jane Midwood, County Councillor Joanna Spicer,  Mr. L. Howell, Mr. P. Collins, four parishioners
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllrs. K. Mison and R. Warmington (Chairman) and Cllr. J. Stevens for leaving early.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  None declared at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Vice Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  No report.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Presentation byCounty Councillor Joanna Spicer, Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Lee Howell, Chief Fire Officer for Suffolk County Council.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Vice Chairman closed this part of the meeting and then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th and 28th November 2006
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 16th November 2006 was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.  Acceptance of the Minutes of 28th November was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was circulated at the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from last meeting.  Item 10 b) Parish Grant System.  Cllr. J. Stevens had raised this again with St. Edmundsbury and was awaiting a decision.  Item 16 Website.  Cllr. P. Daniels explained that the laws of England and Wales do not permit absolute freedom of speech i.e. breaches may include defamation, deceit, injurious falsehood, incitement to religious to racial hatred etc.  Cllr. P. Daniels has prepared a paper to send to SALC for their comments.  Item 10 6) Consultation on Older People’s Local Authority Day Services in Suffolk.  CLASP had considered and commented that there was not enough detail in the letter to make a real assessment.  Under the private sector often care has deteriorated i.e. no night time cover provided.  It is hoped that respite care will continue.  Clerk to write.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Office to close on Friday 22nd December and re-open to Tuesday 2nd January 2006.
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Finance Clerk confirmed that the precept had been submitted.  He explained the accounts in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to have the Clare Playing Field pavilion loan as an agenda item at the January meeting.  The Finance Clerk to contact the Bank of England for preparatory information.
	Clerk/
Finance Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive Rights of Burial.  
	

	
	
	

	
	C121 – Mrs. Joe Everitt
C122 – Mrs E.M. Lay

1587 – Mrs. D. Sheridan

1588 – Mr. and Mrs. J. Bevan
	

	
	
	

	12
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – No additional cleaning required after Christmas lights switch-on.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – The Clerk had received a request from SALC to use the Clare Emergency Plan as a template on their website with reference to Clare and individuals to be removed.  This was agreed.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Tree work to commence on 18th December.  Monument work has been completed.  Interments will soon be starting in cemetery extension.  Information received on grants to repair the War Memorial – hoping to get a local contact to look at in the first instance. 
	

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Clerk reported that he will follow up on an interment where it was thought that no notice had been given.
	Finance
Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance – Mr. John Knight had agreed to be the internal auditor and meetings will be held on a quarterly basis.
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. The Finance Committee recommended a grant of £50 to Victim Support Suffolk and £100 to Ancient House for signage. This was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.   
	

	
	
	

	13
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC.  Town Hall windows have been completed.  Disabled toilet to be upgraded.  It is hoped that Mr. Jackson, Village Halls Advisor at Suffolk ACRE will look at both halls and the disabled toilet prior to his meeting with CHOC and the Parish Council. Cleaner for the Town Hall has tendered her resignation and replacement to be recruited.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP.  Agreed to purchase second defibrillator for First Response team.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/06/2794 – Erection of one storey dwelling on a temporary basis (re-submission) – Willow Lake Manor (formerly Danum Lake House), Stoke Road, Clare.  Recommended Approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried by majority.  Comment:  As it is a temporary building recommend that permission expires after 25 years subject to re-application.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/06/2833 – Listed Building Application – (i) Remove fire surround in front bedroom (ii) insertion of partition to provide new shower room (iii) insertion of clad dividing wall between music room and living room on ground floor (iv) insert new lath and plaster ceiling above purlins (v) new front door – 22 Nethergate Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/2839 – Advertisement Application – Provision of 2 no. internally illuminated fascia signs to front and side, and double sided internally illuminated projecting sign – Lloyds TSB Bank PLC, Market Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee and seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels.  A vote was taken (3:3) and a casting vote was made by the Vice Chairman against the application.  Comment:  Illumination not conducive to conservation area.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/2847 – (i) – Erection of two storey rear extension and (ii) provision of two dormer windows in rear elevation – Longacres, Poslingford Corner, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Russell, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.  Comment:  Subject to clarification of whether agricultural covenant is still in force.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/2852 – Change of use of first floor from ancillary Class A3 (restaurants and cafes) to residential – The Peppermill, 1 Well Lane, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	Borough Decisions 
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/2454 – Café Clare, Station Street – Granted
SE/06/2563 – 28/29 High Street – Refused

SE/06/2681 – Bridewell House, Bridewell Street – Granted

SE/06/2141 – 22 Nethergate Street – Granted

SE/06/2630 – 1 Poslingford Corner – Granted

SE/06/2448 – Old Court, Nethergate Street – Granted
	

	
	
	

	15
	Discuss Environment Agency’s decision to cease operating flood gates in Clare due to the Health and Safety reasons and agree way forward
	

	
	
	

	
	Dismay was expressed as this decision and the responsibility it places on the parishioners who have been given the keys to the flood gates.  The gates should be properly controlled by engineers and not left to individuals.  After discussion it was agreed to write to the Environment Agency and re-iterate that it is their statutory duty to manage the gates and that if there is a health and safety issue it is up to them to resolve it.  It was agreed to invite them to send a representative to the January meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	Review of Christmas Lights 2006 and agree how to progress in 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith was thanked for all her hard work in the organization of the Christmas lights and the switching on ceremony.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith reported that she had received lots of favourable comments from parishioners who have contributed with donations.  A log has been prepared of the work done in order to assist organizers in 2007.  Concern was expressed that nobody appeared to be forthcoming to organize this for next year.  After discussion it was agreed that Cllr. J. Smith and the Clerk will prepare a press release.  
	Cllr. J. Smith/ Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Report back on Tourism meeting and agree date for next meeting and way forward
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that this had been an informative presentation and useful meeting.  It was agreed to hold a pre-meeting in the last week of January prior to inviting Sharon Fairweather to a meeting at the end of February.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Discuss and agree action plan to progress Milennium Sign
	

	
	
	

	
	In view of Mr. Laws’ comments in Parishioners Question Time it was agreed that the Parish Council should take this over.   This was proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously. It was agreed to write to John Laws and John Martin accordingly.  Cllr. D. Neal offered to co-ordinate this project and was thanked. Another Parish Councillor should also be involved with Cllr. D. Neal in the project.   To be an agenda item at the January meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	19
	Decision as to whether billiard table in Committee Room in The Old School should be sold
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to support CHOC in their decision to sell the billiard table.  This was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Russell and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Funeral bier.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	John Martin
	Re:  Clare Playing Field Project.  Encloses copies of application to Football Foundation, Business Plan, Football Development Plan, Specification of works, Schedule of quantities and costing, electrical quotation, Construction programme, drawings.  Happy to come along and talk to Parish Council if required.  Available in Clerk’s office for Councillors to borrow.

	2
	Kenneth Parker, Insurance Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Changes to Parish Grant System and our letter to Graham Moore.  Difficult and sensitive issue which is bound to cause dissatisfaction in some areas.  The proposal now adopted for next year, was arrived at as it appeared that some of the higher spending Parishes were getting a greater share of the grant; in addition it was thought that those Parishes should try to raise external funding.  Parish Council’s previous letter was presented and discussed by Committee members.  However, as a democratic body they resolved to change the scheme in line with the proposal before them.  Reminder that St. Edmundsbury actively promotes Rural Initiative Scheme and suggests contacting Richard Livall who will be pleased to discuss any proposals you may wish to make.  Noted.  See item 3) below

	3
	Richard Livall, Economic Development Unit, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Rural Areas Community Initiatives Grant Scheme.  Encourages the delivery of locally important capital projects, ranging from minor works in village halls and community meeting places to small environmental enhancements, such as tree planting schemes.  Encloses guidance notes and project application form and response form for your Borough Councillor to sign.  The scheme is open to properly constituted groups and organizations, including Parish Councils.  Grateful to pass this to the attention of local groups.  (Additional hard copy letter and flyers).   CHOC windows had been replaced with grant funding.  Not a large uptake – encourage groups to apply.  Details with Clerk.

	4
	Ian Poole, Planning Policy & Specialist Services Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Local Development Framework – Draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI).  Gives formal notice of the production of the above draft.  Consultation period is 20 November 2006 – 12 January 2007.  Encloses draft SCI document and summary, response form, a customer feedback form based on consultation that has taken place so far.  It was agreed to meet before 12 January to consider the plan.  Clerk to arrange and request additional copies of SCI document.  Action:  Clerk  

	5
	John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  Local Plan.  The recently agreed Local Plan will be superceded within the next 1 – 2 years by the Local Development Framework (LDF) which runs to 2021.  St. Edmundsbury will prepare the LDF involving Clare and are required to have Community Consultations in preparation of this new planning document.  Appreciate Parish Council’s guidance on what consultations have already taken place or are planned to take place to ensure that there is a strong input by Clare into the LDF at its inception.  Advise as 4) above.  Action:  Clerk

	6
	Roy Ovenden, parishioner
	Re:  Replacement pump, The Old School.  1)  In the Minutes of September Council meeting it states that two invoices should have been issued in order for VAT to be claimed – there were two – one from Mr. Ovenden to CHOC for labour and second with VAT details from the suppliers of the pump made out to Clare Parish Council 2) Disagrees with Council’s comments that he should have gone through CHOC and not as an individual.  When the pump was fitted he was not on CHOC Committee 3) Prior to the pump being replaced by Chris Sheppard a fault could not be determined.  You cannot return a piece of equipment for credit when not aware of a fault.  4) When pump was in situ Grundfos could have checked it as it was still under guarantee.  Not prepared to accept “draw a line under it”.  It would appear that £1,000 was spent unnecessarily.  Feels Council should make further enquiries of the caretaker and Chris Sheppard and apologise for the manner in which the matter and he have been dealt with.  Letter given careful consideration.  Parish Council does not depart from CHOC’s decision as confirmed in previous letter.  Action:  Clerk

	7
	Paul Dawson, Network Support Officer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Review of sponsored bus services.  Contract due for re-tender (Ipswich – Hadleigh – Sudbury – Haverhill on Sundays).  Seeking comments about what the parish feels about this service – frequency of use, changes or improvements.  Feedback by 10th January 2007.  A number of other services in the parish are due to change on 31st December following service withdrawals by First.  The replacement services being implemented are a mixture of enhancements by other commercial operations and variations to County Council contracts.  It was not possible to undertake full consultation for these routes due to legislation being limited to 56 days.  Appreciate some residents may not be satisfied with new arrangements and revised routes will be monitored.  Important that bus route timings connect.  Action:  Clerk.

	8
	Nina Earrey, External Relations Officer, Environment Agency
	Re:  The Old Slaughterhouse, Chilton Street, Clare.  Anthrax is a bacterium that forms resistant spores that can survive for decades under the right conditions.  There is no evidence that the bacterium replicates in soils so vegetative living bacteria will not be present.  The disease is now rare in the UK in both animals and humans.  Human infection is usually acquired by skin contact with, inhalation or ingestion of the spores usually from an infected animal or animal products.  Following disturbance of the remains of a suspect infected carcass there may be a small risk of infection.  Solutions:  Arrange for the microbiological analysis of the suspect soils via Environmental Health.  Can the location of the burial be identified accurately and if so, can direct disturbance be avoided?  If disturbance is unavoidable, take steps to avoid physical contact and keep dust emissions under control.  Information provided is subject to enclosed notice (not enclosed, requested additional copy).  Comprehensive advice received and noted.

	9
	Tom Shaw, Secretary to the Museum Trustees, Ancient House Trust
	Re:  Website.  Request that a link to the Museum is put on the home page. Webmaster to be asked if a cost will be involved.  Action:  Cllr. J. Smith/Clerk.

	10
	Melissa Bance, Regulatory Officer, Environment Agency
	Re:  Combined Essex Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy: Consultation Document.  Enclosed.  Welcome views on the proposed licensing strategy by 8th January 2007.  Cllr. D. Neal had read document.  Water supplies are over extracted in Essex/Suffolk area.  Wish to cut back on the amount of water extracted but as most of the extracted water is used for drinking it may be difficult to do, particularly with growth of Haverhill.  Only comment to be made is to support their wish to minimize flows in the upper Stour valley.  Action: Clerk

	11
	Carey Godfrey, LCCS Project Co-ordinator
	Re:  Local Crime: Community Sentence (LCCS) Project.  National scheme in partnership with Probation Board Association and the Magistrates Association.  Aim is “Magistrates and Probation working together with local communities to improve public confidence in sentencing and raise awareness of the effectives of community sentences”.  Running a series of short interactive presentations.  You will join a local Magistrate and Probation Officer in reviewing a case where an offender might go to prison or be given a community sentence.  Session runs for 1 ½ hours, minimum 6 people, maximum 20.  Hopes the PC will consider inviting them.  Helpful if it combined information about ASBOs.  Clerk to follow up.  Action:  Clerk

	12
	Richard Watt, Director, Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:Clare Priory, Clare.  Copy of letter written to Patsy Dell, Head of Planning. St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.  Society does not object to the principle of extending Clare Priory,   Welcomes modern, contemporary, simple approach.  Design is consistent with planning policies.  With regard to the detailing of the proposal the Society defers to the advice of the Conservation Officer and English Heritage.  If they are happy then the Society recommends the proposal for approval.

	13
	John Collecott, Secretary, Clare Society
	Re:  Application Number SE/06/2691, Clare Priory.  Copy of their e:mail to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.   See the extension as an exceptional and challenging opportunity to create something special.  Committee has studied the plans and not all convinced this has been achieved.  Details reactions to the plans.  Offers observations in constructive spirit. To be put in circulation folder.

	14
	Jayne Hurditch, Department of Trade and Industry
	Re:  Reply to our letter re threat to rural post offices.  Detailed reply.  To be put in circulation folder.

	15
	Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Proposed changes to lining works – Market Hill, Clare.  Copy of Mr. Gooderham’s letter to Mr. Shipp and his reply.  Two options available – 1) to provide double yellow lines on either side of the highway leading to gate.  A gap would be left in the lines at gate or 2) Provide the text “Keep Clear” on the access to gate and leave the double yellow lines across the wide access point.  Subsequent letter received with confirmation that Option 1 will be carried out.

	16
	Carol Barbone, Stop Stansted Expansions
	Re:  E-petition against Stansted Expansion.  Petition on 10 Downing Street website calling for the Prime Minister to stop the further expansion of Stansted Airport beyond 25 million passengers per annum. Requesting support.

	17
	Mrs. Sheila Martin, Secetary, Clare RBLWS
	Re:  Remembrance Sunday.  Thank you for paying for the band.  Market Stall raised £139.60 and Poppy Collection £82.50.  Service and Parade went off well.

	18
	Ron Longland, parishioner
	Re:  Response to Parish Council’s letter re Clare Heights.  Although PC Spraggons may be aware of concerns that does not suggest that the police will do anything.  Litter problem – four street lamps on Acre Walk greensward and suggests bins are put on them.  Sheepgate Lane should be swept spring and late autumn and undergrowth cut back four times a year.  Roads are unsightly.  If SCC believes that parishioners should take pride in their area should no the SCC apply their own reasoning to themselves?  See Clerk’s report for update.

	19
	Jerry Hindle, Countryside Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Clare Castle Country Park.  Copy of letter written to Major Cresswell in response to his letter to the Parish Council.  To be put in circulation folder.


Items 12 – 19 Noted
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14th December 2006
	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	Mr. John Laws summarised the situation with regard to the Milennium sign.  The Committee of Clare 2000 has not had a Chairman since October 1999.  After the Milennium celebrations support dwindled following resignations from the Committee.  The sign is complete and paid for, oak post has been donated (both stored at Country Park Visitor Centre), thatched roof is complete and paid for (stored at Steeple Bumpstead).  An offer of sponsorship has been received from John Martin Builders to construct a brick plinth.  To complete this the following still needs to be done 1) confirm location and if planning permission is required 2) join roof, sign and post (will need construction of a frame to house the sign – technical expertise will be required) 3) build plinth and erect complete sign assembly.  John Martin Builders have indicated they would be interested in undertaking the work of completing the sign. Costs so far have been Sign £1,566, Roof Base £700, Thatching £500, totaling £2,766.  A grant was received from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council of £700, donation received from Clare Community Association of £1,000 and Clare 2000 Fund Raising £1,066.  Current bank balance is £182.    Mr. Laws was thanked for updating the Parish Council.

	
	

	
	It was agreed to bring forward item 6) before County Councillor’s report.  

	
	

	6
	Presentation by County Councillor Joanna Spicer, Cabinet Member for Public Protection and Lee Howell, Chief Fire Officer for Suffolk County Council

	
	

	
	County Councillor Joanna Spicer thanked the Parish Council for inviting her and Lee Howell and introduced Divisional Officer, Paul Collins. She explained the background to the planning application for the new Fire Station in Clare.   In Suffolk 8 new fire stations will be built and 6 others re-furbished. Lee Howell said that stations are either manned by retained or part-time fire fighters but no distinction is made between the two.  There is an excellent crew in Clare and it is important that facilities are fit for the purpose and located in the right area.  Approval, or otherwise, will be made at the Development Control meeting on 25th January 2007 and Suffolk County Council’s (SCC) Cabinet have yet to formally agree the PFI (to be determined on 6th February 2007).  The Parish Council had received a copy of a letter addressed to SCC from St. Edmundsbury listing their objections.  County Councillor Joanna Spicer was unaware of this information. Concern was expressed that that the fire station is within the conservation area and that is has to be sympathetic in design to its surroundings.  It was confirmed that any problems or issues with design are not insurmountable.  Although the current site is not ideal four other alternative sites were looked at and Paul Collins summarised these.  After discussion it was agreed that Paul Collins will again look at the Pumping Station site to double check availability.

	
	

	
	Mr. Collecott on behalf of the Clare Society asked for clarification on the Private Finance Initiative (PFI) and the ownership of the land on the current site if the Fire Station is re-built.  Lee Howells explained that SCC will retain ownership of the land throughout the project.  The PFI provider will build to SCC’s specification and will pay a maintenance charge for 25 years, and the building will return to the ownership of SCC.  Safeguards are therefore in place.

	
	


	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood referred to the recent announcement that the proposed school review had recommended moving to a two tier system.  A discussion followed on the implications to local schools and those in Haverhill.

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood agreed to follow up with Kevin Shipp on progress with the proposed double yellow lines on Snow Hill and Cavendish Road. 

	
	

	
	Unfortunately, despite chasing, no further information had been received on the flood gate situation in Clare since the last meeting.

	
	

	7
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens reported on the local government re-organisation white paper which tries to encourage district and county councils to devolve responsibilities to the Borough Councils and then to Parish Councils.  The Public Service Village (PSV) is coming to fruition and it is hoped that the Police and Magistrates Court will also come in.  Cattle Market car parking has worked well and again the Park and Ride scheme over the Christmas period has been successful.  Permanent Park and Ride schemes may be considered.  Due to the murders in the Ipswich area additional police resources have been provided which may affect policing in this area.
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