Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 20th July 2006 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:   Cllrs. O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, K. Mison, D. Neal, J. Smith, 

J. Stevens.  Clerk:  A. Jobson, 3 parishioners

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Warmington, L. Warmington (Finance Clerk), County Councillor Jane Midwood and Cllrs. K. Mison and J. Stevens for arriving late.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. R. Gee declared an interest in agenda item 13 b) SE/06/2067.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Vice Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Vice Chairman closed this part of the meeting then re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of the previous meetings held on 15th June and 30th June 2006
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.  The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was circulated at the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Follow up from previous meeting held on the 15th June 2006.  Agenda item 18.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that the people she had spoken to had thought the equipment in the play area at Clare Castle Country Park was reasonably good.  It had been suggested that there could be a climbing frame for younger children and possibly something more adventurous for older children i.e. a T-bar slide.  The bark surface was liked.  Clerk to write to John Laws accordingly.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Agenda item 23.  Cllr. J. Smith had contacted the electricity company.  It was their error that they had not charged and therefore this would be waived for 2005/2006 Christmas lights.
	

	
	
	

	
	With regard to the bollards on Malting Lane the Clerk reported that she had received an update from Kevin Shipp.  The view is that a Traffic Regulation Order should be promoted to Prohibit Motor Vehicles (the flying motorbike sign) with an exemption for permit holders.  The permit would be the key for the bollards which would generally be the Environment Agency (although other key holders could be agreed i.e. Parish Council, Police etc.)  Suggested that this be progressed with the yellow line in Clare.
	

	
	
	

	
	All remaining items noted.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  In the absence of the Finance Clerk the Clerk circulated his report.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial – None received.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Appointment of Internal Auditor – It was agreed that the role of Internal Auditor would be paid.  Discussion of candidates to be in closed session at the end of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Review of Finance Clerk’s salary – to be reviewed at next Finance Committee meeting.
	Finance Ctte

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Cllr. D. Neal reported that the town centre was clean for Clare in Bloom and weeds are not a major problem at the moment.  The street cleaners will be provided with disposable gloves and possibly face masks.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Cllr. R. Gee reported that Mike Hickford is Alan Parsley’s replacement.  Leaflet will be distributed shortly.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Vice Chairman circulated the report.  Mr. Kiddy will be asked to clear the compound (same price as last time).  

Severe rabbit problem in the Cemetery.  Will obtain cost and feasibility of netting the area.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Consider recommendation from David Franklin, Tree and Landscape Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to fell one beech tree in Nethergate Street.  One of the branches on a beech tree in Nethergate Street is splitting.  This can either be braced or the tree felled.  If braced it is likely the tree will become diseased.  Quotation for felling to be obtained.  Clerk to obtain planning application forms.   If felled then a replacement tree will be purchased.  Lower branches are being trimmed to head height and cut back on sides if necessary.  This does not require planning permission.
	Clerk

	
	
	
	

	d)
	Finance – Cllr. P. Daniels circulated the draft Financial Regulations and the Executive Summary.  Parish Councillors were asked to read the Executive Summary in order that the Financial Regulations can be adopted at the next meeting.  To be an agenda item at the August meeting.
	Parish Cllrs

Clerk

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC. Cllr. J. Smith reported that The Bell Hotel has agreed to run the bars in the Town Hall and will provide a named person.  
Cllr. J. Stevens has spoken to Mr. Butler and it has been agreed that work will start on the Town Hall windows on 1st September 2006.  

The boiler pump from the Old School will be returned to manufacturer to see if a part refund can be made.

Currently looking at refurbishment required in The Old School.

Suggestion that Parish Council look at the way the two halls are run.
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that there was still concern over warden cover at Erbury Place.  Sometimes cover had not been provided during the day owing to illness and holidays.  CLASP has decided that they cannot financially help the Pre-School but will look at other ways of doing so.  CLASP will be following up on Emergency First Responder project.  There are about 200 people in Clare who are at risk health wise.
	

	
	
	

	
	Website.  Flyer will be distributed with Emergency Planning leaflets.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Nuttery.  Cllr. K. Mison reported that Peter Ennis will be taking his six month sabbatical starting in August and hopes to meet with his replacement in order to discuss work required over the winter.
	

	
	
	

	
	Playing Field Project.  Cllr. J. Stevens reported that they are having weekly meetings.  A draft business plan has been prepared.  The Football Club has regular training sessions on a Thursday evening and Saturday morning. There is to be under 8 and under 11 boys’ teams.  Girls’ team will be part of a friendly league.  Shelley Lucas has returned to Clare and has been very helpful in getting youngsters from schools involved.    
	

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/06/2041 – Erection of first floor side extension – 4 Daneum Holt, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee left the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/06/2067 – Non compliance with Condition No. 4 of planning permission SE/06/1500 (no goods, plant or material to be displayed or deposited in the open on the site) – Slaughter House, 1 Chilton Street, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.  As the application stands the Parish Council opposes it.  Were the area of land be defined then the Parish Council would reconsider.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. R. Gee rejoined the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/1875 – Land adjacent to Swallows, Hermitage Meadow, Snow Hill, Clare – Granted

SE/06/1774 – Willow Lake Manor (formerly Danum Lake House), Stoke Road, Clare – Withdrawn
	

	
	
	

	14
	To consider request by Charter88 to support Sustainable Communities Bill by 1) Pass a resolution of support b) Filling in and returning form of campaign newsletter, and 3) asking local M.P. to support campaign by signing Early Day Motion No. 641
	

	
	
	

	
	The Vice Chairman reported that the Chairman supported this.  Cllr. J. Stevens said that as part of Local Government reorganization Parish Councils should consider taking on more powers.  While the initiative was supported it was felt that lack of funds might be a continuing problem.  It was agreed that Cllr. J. Stevens will copy the information and circulate to Parish Councillors.  To be an agenda item at the August meeting.
	Cllr. J. Stevens/
Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels reported that the Government (DCLG) is investigating whether parish and town councils are being overly restricted in their work within their communities under the specific financial powers and Section 137.  SALC has always argued that parish and town councils should have a general competence power for the well being of their communities.  This is available to District and County Councils and allows them to undertake all manner of quality of life initiatives as they see fit and in a way that responds to the needs of their local communities.  Parish and town councils can be left in a position where they are dependent on the good will and agreement of another tier of local government if they wish to carry out wider activities locally.  SALC already have examples of where parish and town councils have been restricted without any legitimate reason other than lack of power to act, from delivering for their community needs.  
	

	
	
	

	15
	Local Plan 2016 – Inspector’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Stevens reported that the Inspector has supported the Borough Council’s proposal for the land to be developed east of The Granary (this was the Parish Council’s second choice).  Any developer will have to make sure there are no flooding problems.  All other proposals have been rejected.
	

	
	
	


	16
	Grant Support from St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Stevens flagged up that at the Parish Conference it was commented that both Clare and Barrow get a higher grant than other parishes.  The proposal is that the support will be reduced next year and the year following.  However, nothing will be done without consultation and at that stage the Parish Council can put their case forward. 
	

	
	
	

	17
	On receiving latest information from Cllr. J. Stevens on car parking issues in Clare – to make a decision on how to move forward
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Stevens reported that the Car Parking Working Parking at St. Edmundsury Borough Council, which was set up initially to look at car parking in the Cattle Market, had widened its mandate and will now consider car parking in Clare, which they have agreed is a problem.  
	

	
	
	

	
	St. Edmundsbury has already started a project which Cllr. J. Stevens summarized to look at the feasibility of a coach park on the site of the old chicken sheds at Harp Lane.  It is anticipated that a coach park could be in place by the end of 2007.  The Parish Council, Clare Business Association and tour operators will be consulted.  The Clerk had been contacted by Sharon Fairweather, the new Tourist Manager at St. Edmundsbury, requesting names of coach operators they could contact.  Several local companies were mentioned but it was thought that coach operators further afield should be contacted.  Clerk to go back to Sharon.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	A discussion followed about ideas for off street parking. It was agreed to arrange a meeting between the Parish Council, Ian Poole, Sharon Fairweather and the Clare Business Association in early September.  Clerk to progress.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	To consider draft licence agreement between 1) Clare Parish Council, 2) The Landmark Trustee Company Limited  and 3) The Trustees of The Clare Ancient House for the Trustees of The Clare Ancient House to have the sole and exclusive right of occupation of the Museum
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. P. Daniels explained that this is housekeeping matter.  The Lease of the Ancient House from Clare Parish Council to The Landmark Trustee Company Limited dated 3rd April 1998 permits the use of The Ancient House for residential and museum purposes and the covenant not to part with possession of the premises has an exception to cover holiday lettings.  In the present situation The Clare Ancient House, a registered charity, occupies and runs the museum.  Under its own due diligence obligations The Clare Ancient House is obliged to have a document showing its right to occupy the premises and to run the museum.  Cllr. J. Stevens was satisfied with the draft Licence agreement drawn up.  Cllr P. Daniels proposed that the Parish Council enter into a Licence Agreement, this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Malting Lane car parking – agree way forward following site meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Covered under agenda item 8 – Clerk’s report.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Confirmation of who will attend site meeting with Mr. Jim Nunn (Suffolk County Council Highways Department) at 09.30 a.m. on Wednesday 16th August and issues to discuss.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Cllrs. R. Warmington and O. Smith will join Jim Nunn and County Councillor Jane Midwood.  Cllr. P. Daniels can attend summing up if required.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. O. Smith and Clerk will collate a list.  Please pass any issues to them.  Items so far include dropped curbs, traffic sign outside Sigors House and Market Hill, loose curb outside Pashlers Alley High Street side.
	Cllr. O. Smith/Clerk

	
	
	

	21
	To consider highway problems at Bell Corner, Cavendish Road
	

	
	
	

	
	The oak bollards have been approved by the Conservation Officer and will be put in position soon.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk read out a letter received from parishioners who live at 1 Cavendish Road.  It was agreed to raise the problems at Bell Corner again to Jim Nunn on his visit and to give him a copy of their letter.  
	Clerk/Cllr. O. Smith

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Clerk was asked to follow up Milennium Sign and light on Highfields.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 20th July 2006

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Ian Poole, Planning Policy and Specialist Services Manager, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Replacement St. Edmundsbury Borough Local Plan 2016.  On 27th June 2006, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council adopted with immediate effect the above mentioned plan.  A person aggrieved by the proposals who wishes to question their validity on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by Part II of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 or that any requirement of that Act or any regulation made under it has not been complied with in relation to the adoption of the proposals, may, within 6 weeks from 7th July 2006 make an application to the High Court under Section 287 of the 1990 Act.  Details of where copies of plan are available.  Adopted Local Plan is currently in draft form currently being checked for spellings etc.  It is hoped final version will be published towards end of August 2006.  Noted.

	2
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Village of the Year Awards 2006.  Enclosed from SALC is Building Community Life questionnaire which is being run by Calor Gas on behalf of DEFRA.  Potential to win £500 for Clare.  Entry form to be in by 31st July 2006.  Pass to Cllr. J. Smith for completion.  Action:  Clerk/Cllr. J. Smith

	3
	Peter Tilley, Access Development Officer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan Consultation.  Comments on draft plan to be received by 11th September 2006.  Pass to Cllr. K. Mison for any comments.  Action:  Clerk/Cllr. K. Mison.

	4
	Helen Lindfield, Community Safety Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:   Turn up and Play in St. Edmundsbury 2006.  Will take place at 13 locations during the summer.  Diversionary activity for 8 – 15 year olds.  Locations have been identified as those which have a high proportion of young people or are ‘hot spots’ for anti social behaviour.  Events are free and supported by St. Edmundsbury Borough Council, Police, Fire Service, Connexions and Youth Offending Service.  Led by Abbeycroft Leisure or Ipswich Town Football Club and youngsters will be able to enjoy football/basketball, rounder, ball skills training, skipping, hula hoops, short tennis and a selection of giant board games.  Police will have remote control cars. Nearest locations are Kedington and Haverhill. To be passed to Library.  Action:  Clerk

	5
	David, Wood, Partnership Manager, Western Suffolk Local Strategic Partnership
	Re:  WSLSP Forum.  Next forum to be held on 24th July at 10.00 a.m. at Forest Heath.  Chairman will attend.  Action:  Clerk/Chairman

	6
	Ben Stewart, Aluline
	Re:  Sports Pavillion, Harp Lane, Clare.  Wish to be considered as a supplier of specialist drain maintenance equipment.  Agreed to keep pending tenders.  Action:  Clerk


	7
	Seaman & Son Limited
	Re:  Sports Pavillion, Harp Lane, Clare.  Introduction to company and assistance in providing a competitive tender for the proposed works.  As 6 above.

	8
	Amy Lesley, Strategic Environmental Assessment Officer, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Waste Procurement Programme Strategic Environmental Assessment – Environmental Report.  Enclosed copy of Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Report.  Consultation period runs from 1st July to 11th August.   Passed to Cllr. D. Neal for consideration. Cllr. D. Neal recommended that no representations be made.  To be put in circulation folder.  Action:  Clerk.

	9
	Havebury Housing Partnership
	Re:  All Together Now conference to be held on Tuesday 4th September at The Ickworth Hotel.  If a Parish Councillor wishes to attend please contact Clerk.

	10
	Suffolk Acre
	Re:  AGM.  Invitation to attend AGM on Thursday 28th September 2006 at 7.00 p.m.  at Stowmarket.  If a Parish Councillor  wishes to attend please contact Clerk.


Noting
	
	Sender
	Summary

	11
	Mr. Tim Yeo, M.P.
	Re:  Planning application SE/05/02362.  Acknowledging receipt of our letter concerning construction and leasing of car parking spaces in Clare Castle Country Park.  Unable to intervene directly.  However, Parish Council objections are drawn to the attention of the relevant Councillors on the Planning Committee and has written to Chief Executive of St. Edmundsbury Borough Council.

	12
	GO-East
	Re:  Proposed revisions to the Regional Spatial Strategy for the East of England (East of England Plan) Publication of Panel Report.  

	13
	David Franklin, Tree and Landscape Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Inspection of trees on parish land within the Clare conservation area.  Passed to Cemetery Committee for consideration.

	14
	Deborah Cash, Acting Countryside Recreation Leader, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Clare County Park play equipment.  Disappointed that the Parish Council feel unable to contribute to financial costs.  Unfortunately the decision will have the impact of reducing the extent of the improvements we would like to see on the site.  Involvement in consulting with local parents is appreciated and we look forward to hearing from Parish Council.  With this information they will move forward to selecting suitable pieces for the play area, albeit in a reduced capacity.

	15
	Jane Stanley, Principal Enforcement Officer, St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Garage at 63 Highfield, Clare – Appeal Decision.  Confirmation that garage has now been removed.

	16
	Jim Standen, Hon. Sec., Clare Parochial Church Council
	Re:  Music in Country Churches.  Notice of concert on 25th and 26th June.  Acknowledges receipt of letter of 22nd June re potential hazard with headstones.  They will do everything possible to eliminate or minimize any danger to the public on this point.  With regard to insurance cover, they will check up on this at the earliest opportunity.

	17
	Amy Playle, Senior Committee Administrator, Legal and Democratic Services
	Re:  Village of the Year Awards 2006.  Judging for preliminary round has been completed and Great Barton has gone through to next round and won the St. Edmundsbury Rose Bowl.  Although Fornham All Saints/Fornham St. Martin and Clare did not win on this occasion the judges hope that Clare will enter the competition in future years.  

	18
	Amy Playle, Senior Committee Administrator, Legal and Democratic Services
	Re:  Village of the Year Awards 2006 – Additional comments.  “Have built on historical past (wool trade etc.) of the town.  Very active village which is enhanced by Clare in Bloom.  Parish Council are currently are working to improve communications between groups and to publicise the activities available in the village.  Busy village all day long.  Good reuse of older building”.


Items 11 – 18 Noted.

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 20th July 2006

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	PC Chris Spraggons presented his report which gave a breakdown of crime in Clare from 12th June until 20th July.  With regard to the on-going damage incurred to Clare in Bloom planters PC Spraggons had met with the criminal damage team and they are currently assessing the viability of various methods in order to identify suspects for this.   

	
	

	
	Re:  Neighbourhood Watch.  PC Spraggons reported that there were people still required to coordinate the schemes at Clare Heights and Westfield.  This should not be a drain on people’s time as the schemes are small (no more than 100 houses).  Volunteers would be welcome.  

	
	

	
	In order to assist with parking problems the CSO has visited Clare on at least 3 or 4 occasions recently.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	Mr. Graham Hurley said that everyone involved with Clare in Bloom has been distressed by the needless vandalism to the displays. He was glad to hear that the criminal damage team is assessing the situation.    Mr. Hurley also thanked the Parish Council and Clerk for investigating building issues at Peddars. 

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	In the absence of County Councillor Jane Midwood the Clerk read her report.  She fully supports the Parish Council in opposing the new car parking charges at Clare Castle Country Park.  County Councillor Jane Midwood is glad that the issue of the bollards on Malting Lane appears to be coming to an end and she will be making enquires about the planning application/Suffolk County Council lease deal for additional car parking spaces in the Country Park which she is not happy about.  She has sent £2,000 from her Locality Budget to Clare Pre-School.

	
	

	
	With regard to the newspaper article in the Haverhill Echo it was agreed that the Chairman should write a letter to the paper explaining that the Parish Council had not been consulted about the increase in car parking charges at Clare Castle Country Park.  Action:  Chairman

	
	

	
	The Clerk read out a letter received from Margaret Wells, Senior Disposal Surveyor at Suffolk County Council.  The issue of the leasing of additional car parking spaces at Clare Castle Country Park to be an agenda item at the next meeting.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Major projects are underway – Heritage Review, configuration of Public Service Village, redevelopment of Cattle Market and continuing development of Haverhill.
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