Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 16th February 2006 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:
Cllrs. R. Warmington (Chairman), O. Smith (Vice Chairman), R. Gee, K. Mison, 
D. Neal, A. Parsley, J. Smith, J. Stevens.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington, County Councillor Jane Midwood, one parishioner
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman began the meeting by proposing that a Working Party be set up at the next meeting to look at how the Parish Council conducts its business.  With the increasing workload it is important to ensure that the Parish Council as a whole is working in an efficient way and also that the best use is being made of individual Parish Councillors’ time and expertise.
	

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllr. P. Daniels and PC Spraggons and Cllrs. K. Mison and J. Stevens for arriving late.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.    None at this stage.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report. See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s  Report.  See attachment to the Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 19th January 2006
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.  The Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was circulated at the meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Appointment of Playing Field Project trustee and the Parish Council’s long term planning and its implementation. Both on-going.
	

	
	
	


	
	Re:  Millenium sign.  The Chairman reported that the sign is currently being thatched.
	

	
	
	

	
	Other items noted.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Presentation of monthly accounts
	

	
	
	

	
	The Financial Clerk re-iterated that all invoices should be addressed to Clare Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was suggested to look at possible cost savings on the Clerk’s telephone line by either changing to Broadband or another supplier.  It was agreed to pass to Finance Committee for consideration.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	
	

	a)
	The Financial Clerk explained the monthly accounts in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. J.Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	On looking at the Cashflow a discussion followed about the excess of £771 for the Christmas lights.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that the electricity bill was still awaited.  The Clare Business Association will be refunding Clare Parish Council any money in excess of that previously agreed.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial – None received.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – Cllr. D. Neal circulated the report which was noted.
	

	
	i)
	Damage to wall of Humphrey’s butchers.  A waste bin had been attached to the wall and had been knocked off as criminal damage.  It was agreed to write to Mark Humphrey offering to pay for the repair of the damage to the wall.  
	Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Cllr. R. Gee reported that the new leaflet should be ready by the next meeting.  Cllrs R. Gee and J. Smith and David Dadd to attend SALC Emergency Planning Seminar on 11th April 2006.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. O. Smith circulated the report which was noted.  Cllr. K. Mison reported on the successful working day in The Nuttery on Sunday 12th February.  50 hazel and 10 hawthorn had been planted.  Free trees that had been ordered from St. Edmundsbury did not arrive.  Clerk to follow up.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance – There was no report.  It was agreed that a Finance Committee meeting should be held as soon as possible after Cllr. P. Daniels return.  Clerk’s appraisal to be arranged following this meeting.
	Cllr. P. Daniels

	
	i)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  None received this month.
	

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	CLASP.  Meeting to be arranged with Age Concern.
	

	
	
	

	
	CHOC.  The Chairman reported that she had stood down as Chairman of CHOC and Phil Hockley, a structural engineer, has taken over as Chairman.  She will remain as Vice Chairman with Cllr. J. Smith.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting with Kevin Shipp.  Unfortunately the meeting arranged to look at parking problems on Snow Hill had been cancelled at the last minute due to ill health.  Clerk to rearrange.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that she attended the Clare Business Association AGM on 24th January 2006.  Ian Poole had given a presentation on the St. Edmundsbury Borough and East of England plans.  He had suggested having a meeting with the Parish Council and Clare Business Association to discuss the central area of Clare and the need for car/coach parking and to look at ways in which the Borough Council could help.  This was agreed to be a positive proposal to be taken up.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/06/1180 – Change of use of restaurant to restaurant with hot food takeaway (re-submission) – The Peppermill, 1 Well Lane, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. J. Stevens, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.  The Parish Council is of the opinion that their previous objections have not changed.  Additionally they are also concerned about the storage of rubbish and access to rubbish collection.  The comment by Whymark & Moulton that “We understand the County Highway Authority did not object to the previous application” does not stand as the junction has been changed since then.  
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/1220 – Erection of first floor extension – 53 Hertford Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA06/1274 – Fell one Lawson Cypress tree – 30 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Borough Decisions
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/06/02751 – Land adjacent to Suffolk Police Station, Erbury Place, Clare – Refused.
TCA05/1253 – The Old Vicarage, Callis Street, Clare – Granted.

SE/06/1011 – 69 Hertford Road, Clare – Granted.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Formation of Working Party to prioritise urgent work, on-going maintenance and review costings of Town Hall
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that following Kevin Hurley’s report it was important to establish the cost implications to both the CHOC Trustees and the Parish Council and to put in place an agreement as to who will be liable for what costs in the future.  The Chairman proposed that the Working Party consist of herself (CHOC Vice Chairman/Chairman Parish Council), Cllr. J. Smith (CHOC Vice Chairman/Parish Councillor), Roger Gee (CHOC Trustee/ Parish Councillor) with Les Warmington (Parish Council Financial Clerk), Cllr. P. Daniels (Chairman of Parish Council Finance Committee), Philip Hockley (CHOC Chairman) and Ian Simpson (CHOC Trustee).
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. D. Neal suggested that there should be more Parish Councillors on the Working Party who are not CHOC Trustees.  However, after discussion it was felt that Cllr. P. Daniels (not a CHOC Trustee) and Les Warmington would be sufficient.  It was agreed that the expertise of other people can be called upon if required.
	

	
	
	

	
	The proposal was seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried by the majority.
	

	
	
	

	
	The charging rates will also be reviewed.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Discussion and decision to be made about replacing macerator in the Town Hall
	

	
	
	

	
	The macerator had broken down in the second toilet upstairs and an urgent decision was made to replace this as the toilet could not be used.  Cost was £500 and had been paid by CHOC.  Following the review by the Working Party this cost may be reallocated at a later date.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Formation of Working Party to look at ways of maintaining and improving the website
	

	
	
	

	
	It was proposed that the following join the Working Party – Cllr. J. Smith, Cllr. O. Smith, Cllr. K. Mison, Ailsa Jobson (Clerk) and Jason Fitzpatrick (webmaster).  Clerk to invite Jason Fitzpatrick.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	It was suggested that the meeting could be held on Wednesday 22nd March at 8.00 p.m. in the Library following the Tourism Meeting.  Clerk to progress.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Report back on Tourism meeting held on 7th February 2006
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman circulated the report.  It had been agreed that tourism was segmented amongst the various interested groups without links and communication between them.  It had been suggested that research should be done to establish the profile of the visiting groups.  The use of town guides had led to the idea of presenting Clare as a whole – Church, Ancient House, Clare Castle Country Park, The Priory, a visit to a pub and time to look at the shops.  Clare Castle Country Park will be hosting a medieval jousting session on the weekend of 12/13 August and it had been agreed to use this event to hold a Clare weekend, where other attractions will be added to the visitors list of places to see in Clare.  Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 22nd March.
	

	
	
	

	18
	Decision to be made with regard to payment towards Clare tourist leaflets
	

	
	
	

	
	The cost of the leaflets has been funded in the past by the Clare Business Association who are no longer able to do this.  The Borough Council has provided the art work free of charge.  Printing costs last year were £671.39 and distribution £276.12, totaling £947.51.  It was agreed that the leaflet was essential for promoting tourism in Clare.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman proposed that in principal the Parish Council was in agreement to pay a percentage of the costs but the Finance Committee will have to examine and approve the detailed figures.  This was seconded by Cllr. J. Stevens and carried unanimously.  
	Finance Committee

	
	
	

	
	The need for a coach park had previously been mentioned in Minute 12.  Cllr. J. Stevens reported that he had recently met with Mr. Ralph Pryke concerning the possibility of using the land the other side of the playing field where the chicken sheds are as a coach park and suggested that the Tourism Working Party consider this further.  With additional new housing in Clare, Section 106 money may be available for its development.
	

	
	
	

	19 
	Village of the Year Awards 2006 – Decision to enter and formation of Working Party
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to enter.  Working Party to consist of Cllrs. O. Smith, J. Smith and A. Parsley.  Clerk to pass details to Cllr. O. Smith.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	20
	Clare Community Primary School draft consultation travel plan – Discussion and agree how to review and progress
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman had reviewed the plan and explained that it examined how children came to and from school, identified problems, safety issues and future planning.  It was agreed to put the plan in the circulation folder.  The Chairman will speak to Mr. Meikle and the Clerk will also write and ask if there is anything specific that the Parish Council needs to do.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	21
	Agree format and invitees to Annual Parish Meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Agreed to invite Mr. Francis Wayman (Clare Combined Charities), Clare Playing Field project (speaker to be decided), John Laws (Clare Castle Country Park), Borough and County Councillors.  Cllr. K. Mison agreed to put up display boards about The Nuttery.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	22
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Additional items include Country Park Panel Meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 16th February 2006

	
	Sender
	Summary

	
	
	

	1
	Winston Knowles
	Re:  Proposed Sports Pavillion, Clare.  Confirming instructions and costings.  Clerk read the letter.  No further action required at this stage.

	2
	Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Minerals Core Strategy Issues and Options Consultation Report.  First stage.  Enclosing questionnaire.   Cllr. D. Neal had read this report. Since the Clare area is unaffected no further action to be taken.

	3
	Graham Hurley (Committee member, Clare in Bloom)
	Re:  Churchyard border.  Detailing proposed planting.  Range of sizes will both avoid a hedge-like barrier whilst avoiding municipal-looking uniformity and CiB does not intend to obstruct long enjoyed views or impinge on footways.  Copy circulated at meeting.  It was agreed to pass this to the Cemetery Committee to look at but initial comments were that the plants were too tall.  Report back at March meeting.  Action:  Cemetery Committee.

	4
	David Tarry (Parishioner)
	Re:  1) Minutes on website 2) state of Hertford Road 3) hoping to start a motorcyclist club which could be an asset to Clare.  Greatly value any input.  Clerk to respond re minutes, to be sent copy of e:mail from Jim Nunn re Clare Heights.  Interested to hear plans re motorcyclist club, request copy of the minutes of their first meeting.  Action: Clerk

	5
	Deborah Cash (Acting Countryside Recreation Leader) Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Antiques Mill Planning Application.  Copy of e:mail sent to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council planning department stating that it is not the case that the parking issue has been addressed and SCC have not agreed that the spaces will be provided with the Country Park car park. Letter was read out under agenda item 5).  Noted.

	6
	John Laws (Clare Castle Country Park)
	Re:  Car parking survey.  Results enclosed.  Noted. 


	
	
	

	7
	Stop Stansted Expansion
	Re:  BAA’s Consultation on the Second Runway.  Enclosing copy of their own response to consultation.

	8
	Turfsol Ltd.
	Re:  Grounds Maintenance.  Introduction and interested in tendering for any work.

	9
	Braintree District Council
	Re:  Statement of Community Involvement.  Enclosing revised submission to Secretary of State.  

	10
	Mr. F.D. Salter (Parishioner)
	Re:  Planning Application Number SE/06/1006, 15 Cavendish Road, Clare.  Copy of letter to St. Edmundsbury objecting to planning application.

	11
	SALC
	Re: Quality presentation and lunch.  Invitation to Chairman (or substitute) and Clerk to attend presentation on achieving Quality Status on Friday 24th February.

	12
	SALC
	Re:  Emergency Planning Seminar.  Invitation to attend on Tuesday 11th April 2006.

	13
	Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire NHS
	Re:  Public meetings.  Invitation to attend. 20th February – Stowmarket and Beccles.  Tuesday 28th February 6.45 p.m. – 8.45 p.m. Samuel Ward Arts & Technology College, Haverhill.

	14
	Ms. Susan Francis (Enforcement Officer, Planning) St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  B&B signs at 26 Nethergate Street.  Has hanging sign been repainted. Request that unauthorised side elevation sign is removed.  

Re:  Signs at The Clare Physiotherapy Practice, 38 Nethergate Street.  Both hanging and fascia signs both benefit from deemed consent under The Town and Country Planning Regulations 1992.  The ‘A’ board appears to be on highway land and the matter has been passed to them.

Re:  Lottery and Link Cash Machine signs on front elevation of Co-op Stores, Market Hill.  Copy of letter written to Co-op.  Signs materially affect the character and appearance of this listed building and the street scene by virtue of their design.  Co-op could submit a retrospective listed building application. However, unable to encourage as it is unlikely to receive the support of officers.  Will keep Parish Council informed.


Items 7 – 14 noted.
Attachment to the agenda of 16th February 2006

Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th February 2006

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	In PC Spraggons’ absence the Clerk read his report covering the period 18th January to 16th February.  The report summarized the 11 reported crimes in the Parish.

	
	

	
	PC Spraggons reported that unfortunately Clare seemed to be suffering a lot at the moment from minor damages.  He requested that everybody is vigilant and report any information you may have with regards to offenders for such incidents.

	
	

	
	With regard to the parking problems in the Town Centre the visits from the Traffic Warden have been increased and PC Spraggons has also spoken with motorists.  Their reasons for parking illegally appear to be mainly centred around the lack of legitimate parking space in the village centre.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time

	
	

	
	A parishioner commented on the problems of traffic in Cavendish Road, particularly entering the town from Cavendish.  There appears to be bigger vehicles being parked outside the building works at Barehams Yard which makes it impossible to pull over there when meeting oncoming traffic.  While the temporary traffic lights were in operation this situation was eased.  Clerk was asked to contact Suffolk County Council Highways Department.  Action: Clerk

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood reported that she had put in a bid with the Off Street Car Parking Fund to finance resurfacing the car park at Clare Castle Country Park which will include marked out spaces. Final confirmation is awaited.

	
	

	
	With regard to the proposal from Suffolk County Council to charge for car parking at Clare Castle Country Park from 09.00 a.m. (currently 11.00 a.m.) County Councillor Jane Midwood was upset that she had not been able to alter this.  She had stressed that the Country Park is in a different position from other Country Parks in as much as it is in centre of the town and therefore is part of the life of the town. A discussion followed on the recent car parking survey/observations.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Deborah Cash at Suffolk County Council supporting the County Councillor’s standpoint and also highlighting PC Spraggons’ comments that he had received with regard to lack of car parking in the centre of the town.   Action: Clerk

	
	

	
	A discussion followed on the land gifted by the Mr. de Fonblanque in Clare Castle Country Park.  The ownership of different areas was unclear.  Clerk to contact John Laws, David Ridley or John Martin to establish ownership and pass to County Councillor Jane Midwood.  Action: Clerk

	
	


	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood reported that the planning application for The Mill required 4 car parking spaces, not 9 in the Country Park.  It had also been stated that they had other car parking spaces available outside the Country Park.  The Parish Council was unaware of where these were.  At this juncture the Chairman read out a copy of an e:mail received from Deborah Cash of Suffolk County Council to St. Edmundsbury Borough Council (correspondence item 5) stating that the County Council had not agreed to provide car parking spaces in the Country Park and were waiting to hear from the architects with their proposal.

	
	

	
	Mr. Jerry Hindle of Suffolk County Council had suggested a site meeting to look at these issues and also the long standing issue of car parking behind the bollards in Malting Lane and it was agreed that this was the best way forward.

	
	

	
	Bailey Lane brambles had been cleared and parishioner was happy with the job done.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens reported that the Leisure Centre in Bury St. Edmunds which had been burned down has been refurbished, including new Olympic size swimming pool, and was to be reopened on Monday 20th February.  

	
	

	
	Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens had attended a Cabinet meeting today and the Council Tax for St. Edmundsbury for 2006/2007 has been set to increase by 3.5%.  The Borough Council has achieved savings of £2m in 2004/2005, £1.3m in 2005/2006 and without these the increase would have been 34%.

	
	


Attachment to the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th February 2006.
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