Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 17th November 2005 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:    Cllrs. R. Warmington (Chairman), O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, 

D. Neal, K. Mison, A. Parsley, J. Smith.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington, County Councillor Jane Midwood, 1 parishioner

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Stevens and County Councillor J. Midwood for arriving late.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  Cllr. R. Gee declared an interest in agenda item 13 h).
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  There was no report.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  No report given at this point.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 20th October 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 20th October was proposed by Cllr. O. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously and the Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s report
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Minutes of meeting held on 20th October 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Item 8 b).  Planning Inspectorate charges.  Councillor J. Stevens had advised that these will have to be paid.  The three appeal decisions where the outcome is unknown  – 63 Highfield, Clare (Retention of garage),  land to the side of Hamlets, Chilton Street (Detached dwelling, garage, sewage treatment plant and alterations to access) and The Old Bank House, Market Hill (Retention of CCTV camera).  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council will try and ascertain informally the outcome of these appeals.
	All 

Councillors

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council was unhappy at being asked to pay charges and the Clerk was asked to write to SALC accordingly.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Item 16) Modernising Healthcare in West Suffolk. The Chairman reported that Cllr. J. Smith’s completed questionnaire was excellent and will be returned before the deadline.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	
	Item 20) Malting Lane lighting.  The Chairman reported that the ivy had been cleared.  It was agreed that Cllr. D. Neal and the Clerk will have a site meeting in order to progress the way forward.
	Cllr.D. Neal/Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Correspondence item 9 – 9).  Draft economic development strategy.  The Chairman reported that she had telephoned St. Edmundsbury to discuss this and re-iterated the need for tourism in Clare to be promoted which is not being put forward in their plan.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Miscellaneous
	

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Walnut Tree Hospital.  Following the Parish Council’s letter with regard to the closure of Walnut Tree hospital to Tim Yeo his office had telephoned. They strongly urged the Parish Council (and Parish Councillors individually) to write to the Suffolk West Primary Care Trust.  The letter must be unequivocal in its condemnation of the closure. The sheer volume of letters against will be taken into account.  The letters need to be in by 12th December and they suggested distributing the address to friends/families.  The Clerk was asked to write to West Suffolk PCT and send copy to Parish Councillors when completed in order for them to write too.
The possibility of putting this information on the website was discussed and Cllr. J. Smith was asked to consider where the most appropriate place would be.
	Clerk

Cllr. J. Smith

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Parking problems outside The Globe. It was agreed to have a site meeting with Kevin Shipp.  Cllrs. J. Smith and R. Gee will attend and give proposed dates to Clerk, suggested time is 08.00 a.m. 
	Cllr. J. Smith/

Cllr. R. Gee/

Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Overhanging eaves on the corner of Church Street and Cavendish Road.  It was agreed to look at this problem at the site meeting with Kevin Shipp.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Overhanging branches on Cavendish Road.  Kevin Shipp had confirmed that the road up to the boundary of Burlington House and Ashley House was Highways.  Debris and weeds will be cleared by Highways.  The Chairman agreed to see the parishioners concerned again and explain the situation. 
	Chairman

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Maltings Lane car parking.  Suffolk County Council solicitor is currently away for a month but they are aware this issue is outstanding.  
	

	
	
	


	
	Re:  Survey on Town Hall.  Mr. Hurley had promised his full report the week beginning 31st October and it had still not been received.  The Clerk was asked to telephone and if no satisfactory answer received the Chairman will follow up.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Re:  Chairmen of Council board 1894 – 1974.  To consider at December meeting whether to continue this from 1974 to present day and, if so, in what format.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood apologized for being late and presented her report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Financial Clerk explained these in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial
	

	
	
	

	
	C117 – Mrs. Marion Manley
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street cleaning – Cllr D. Neal reported that Mr. Hines had returned to work full time on 7th November.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – The Chairman read a report from the Secretary, David Dadd.  The Committee had met on 15th November.  Roy Ovendon has replaced Linda Stevens and both Cllr. A. Parsley and Don Harding had agreed to join the Committee.  Areas of responsibility were agreed and work is in hand to reproduce in whole or part the leaflet issued two years ago to every household in Clare.  Meetings will be held twice yearly unless there is a matter for urgent discussion.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. O Smith reported that yew trees tender will shortly be sent out.  A working party has been arranged for Sunday 20th November at 09.30 a.m. with Cllrs. Gee, Mison and Parsley and Mr. Tony Smith.  Any additional help would be appreciated.
	

	
	i)
	To consider recommendations to combat vandalism, nuisance and litter problems in the Cemetery.  Since the recent incident there has been evidence of youths in the Cemetery only once.  The Street Cleaners will continue to monitor.  Committee will rediscuss locking the gate.
	

	
	ii)
	To consider and vote on Cemetery’s Committee recommendation for grass cutting tender for 2006, 2007 and 2008.  Tenders had been received from Mr. Hickford, Mr. Gotts and Flowers Groundcare.  As Mr. Gotts was the lowest tender and there had been no problems with his previous work acceptance of his tender was agreed and carried unanimously.  Clerk to write to all parties.
	Clerk

	d)
	Finance – Cllr. P. Daniels reported
	

	
	i)
	Formally adopt precept.  It was agreed to increase transport/Cllrs exps/Training from £150 to £250.  Contigency was increased to original figure of £6,000.  Cemetery expenses agreed at £700 which includes emptying the compound etc. CHOC support was agreed to increase to £8,000 (still awaiting detailed report from Kevin Hurley).  Grass cutting/trees/hedges agreed at £3,500.  Malting Lane lighting to be zero as there is a carry over of £2,000 from last year.  Reserves to be increased to £12,000.  Cllr. P. Daniels proposed to approve the Clare Parish Precept as set down subject to increasing CHOC support to £8,000 and reserves to £12,000 and deleting £7,000 for Malting Lane Lighting giving a final figure of £78,700, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	ii)
	To consider any recommendations and suggestions for the allocation of funds available for expenditure under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.   It was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith to donate £100 to Clare Primary School to help them set up their website, this was seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.  Clerk to write to the school and be asked to be kept in touch as regards progress with the fund raising. 
	Clerk

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	CHOC.  The Old School has been licensed.  Town Hall licensing to be for 12 events per year after 24th November 2005.  The CHOC Trustees were very grateful for all the hard work that Barbara Wilder had done with regard to the licensing.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Clare in Bloom.  Cllr. J. Smith is standing down as Treasurer and the Committee and a replacement has been found.  The Chairman will continue on the Committee and Parish Councillors were asked to consider joining the Committee.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Christmas Lights.  These will be switched on at 6.00 p.m. on Friday 25th November 2005.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman will greet the Mayor.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Cllrs. O. Smith and D. Neal had attended a course on Understanding Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas.  Papers to be passed to Clerk for the December circulation folder.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	e)
	Meeting with Planning Inspector is on 6th December 2005 between 10.30 – 11.00 at main Borough Offices, Angel Hill, Bury St. Edmunds.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/05/02505 – Erection of two storey extension to side – 3 Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Gee, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/05/02486 – Erection of single storey rear and side extension and front porch – 14 Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	SE/05/02488 – Utilisation of loft space in cart lodge for annexe to dwelling – Moonstone, Folly Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. R. Gee and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	SE/05/02437 – Erection of 5 no. two storey dwellings following demolition of all existing buildings and structures – Former Nethergate Brewery site, High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by  Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried by the majority.  Cllrs. O. and J. Smith voted against approval.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	SE/05/02521 – Erection of single storey rear extension following demolition of existing lean-to extension – The Peppermill, 1 Well Lane, Clare.  Recommended refusal as derogates from a listed building of great historic interest in the town.  Proposed by Cllr. D. Neal, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.  
	

	
	
	

	f)
	SE/05/02513 – Change of use from residential to retail (opticians) and erection of single storey rear extension – 30 High Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	TPO195(1993)2 – (i) Reduce height by 15% and thin by 20% to one Lime tree (1 on plan and within G3 of Order); (ii) reduce height by 15% to one Lime tree (2 on plan and within G2 of Order); (iii) reduce from house by 1.5 metres and clear electricity wires by 1.5 metres to one Beech tree (3 on plan and within G2 of Order); (iv) Reduce height by 15% and thin by 25% to two Lime trees (5 and 6 on plan and within G1 of Order) and (v) Fell one Lime tree (within G1 of Order) – Danum House, Stoke Road, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	h)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.
	

	
	
	


	
	i)
	SE/05/02957 – (i) Erection of dwelling for fishery manager; (ii) facility for special needs anglers and (iii) alterations to vehicular access – Rum Bridge Fishery, Stoke Road, Clare.  Recommended approval was proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	

	
	ii)
	Cllr. R. Gee left the meeting.

SE/05/02589 – Erection of single storey front extension – 3 Wentford View, Snow Hill, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. R. Warmington, seconded by Cllr. K. Mison and carried unanimously.
Cllr R. Gee returned to the meeting.
	

	
	iii)
	SE/05/0250 – Erection of single storey rear extension following demolition of existing lean-to extension and change of use of restaurant to restaurant with hot food takeaway – The Peppermill, 1 Well Lane, Clare.  Recommended refusal as i) change of use will encourage illegal parking and impede access to fire service ii) observe that no reference is made to fire walls and the elimination of a very obvious fire risk if the proposed change of use was granted was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	i)
	Borough Decisions:
	

	
	
	

	
	SE/05/02372 – Saffron House, 29 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Granted.
	

	
	TCA05/1214 – 8 Station Road, Clare.  Granted.
	

	
	SE/04/3910/P – 21 Highfield, Clare.  Amendment granted.
	

	
	
	

	14
	To consider and vote on proposal from Kevin Shipp, Traffic Management Engineer at Suffolk County Council, for possible safe passing place in Cavendish Road including extending the “No Waiting At Any Time”.
	

	
	
	

	
	After discussion it was suggested that the proposed length of the safe passing place be increased from 8 metres to 10 metres therefore allowing two cars in the space.  It could be altered if it did not work successfully.  Clerk was asked to check with Kevin Shipp if a traffic order will be required.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	To consider reinstatement of Guest Book on Clare Website
	

	
	
	

	
	After taking into consideration a suggested disclaimer and after discussion it was decided, with regret, not to reinstate the Guest Book on the Clare website.  Clerk to contact Pure Energy.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	16
	To consider if Parish Council will hold a meeting with interested parties to consider ways of improving tourism in Clare
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman read a letter received from Mr. David Ridley, Hon. Curator at the Ancient House Museum.  It was agreed to get together a group of interested parties and then call a meeting.  It was also agreed to invite Justin Wallace, Tourism Manager, at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council who has been very supportive of Clare.  Clerk to write accordingly to David Ridley.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	17
	Campaign for the Sustainable Communities Bill – Decision as to whether Clare Parish Council will send in and support Resolution.  
	

	
	
	

	
	The Resolution was read out and it was agreed unanimously to support this.
	

	
	
	

	18
	To consider the retail balance of Clare and any future actions that might result from such a discussion.
	

	
	
	

	
	A discussion took place on concerns raised that the Co-Op was in direct competition with local businesses i.e. providing newspapers, The Lottery, green groceries, etc. but appeared to be neglecting its core business of providing groceries.  It was agreed that a better balance could be achieved which would not have a detrimental effect on other local businesses.  It was agreed to discuss again at a future meeting.
	

	
	
	

	19
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	Item to discuss how the Parish Council could set a strategy.
	

	
	Report back on meeting with Planning Inspectorate.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 10.05 p.m.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 17th November 2005

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council (Rural Planning and Development Manager)
	Re: Rural Areas Community Initiatives Grant Scheme. Enclosed guidance notes.  Projects should deliver one or more of the key themes of the rural Action Plan covering rural housing, rural economy, countryside management, services for young people, access to non car based transport and community engagement. Awards between £500 - £5,000.  Open to properly constituted groups and organizations, including Parish Councils.  Must have support of Borough Councillor.  To form Working Party to review this.  Action:  Interested Councillors to see Clerk at end of meeting.

	2
	Suffolk Preservation Society
	Re:  Increasing the legal involvement of town and parish councils in the planning process.  Launching a campaign “Whose Master’s Voice?” aimed at persuading the Office of the Deputy Prime Minster to ensure that town and parish councils views are properly considered both a strategic level and more immediate level in ensuring they are treated as statutory consultees for all planning applications. Received support from SALC.  Request to support the aims of the campaign by signing enclosed statement.  It was agreed unanimously to support campaign. Action:  Clerk

	3
	Suffolk West NHS
	Re:  Modernising Healthcare in West Suffolk.  Dates of forthcoming discussion groups.  Invitation to attend.  Action: Interested Councillors to see Clerk at end of meeting.  

	4
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council (Land Contamination Officer)
	Re:  Oil Care Campaign.  Raising awareness with households about safe oil storage.  The majority of residents who have domestic oil tanks assume that their home insurance policies cover clean-up following a spill but this is not always the case.  If the property is not appropriately insured then whoever is liable for the pollution incident bears the costs (recent incident cost £50,000). Request to publicise.  Copy of leaflet available from Clerk. Noted.

	5
	Braintree District Council
	Re:  Braintree District Local Development Framework – Draft Statement of Community Involvement – Public Consultation.  Draft document enclosed.  Request comments by 1st December.  Noted.

	6
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council (Building Control Manager)
	Re:  Peddars, High Street, Clare.  In response to our letter.  Building Regulations Application has recently been submitted and have worked closely with the owner and agent.  Concern has been expressed that when planning permission was given the brick front which is attached to lathe and plaster would be strengthened and “tied” to the building.  It is currently out of plumb.  Action:  Clerk to write to Building Control Manager.

	7
	Suffolk County Council (Ecologist)
	Re:  Roadside Nature Reserve Seminar.  Invitation to attend seminar on Saturday 26th November at the Offices of SCC, Endeavour House, Ipswich (11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.).  SCC has taken over management of areas of important floral habitats from Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  There is a Roadside Nature Reserve in Clare Parish which does not have a Voluntary Warden.  Would a Parish Councillor or Parishioner be prepared to volunteer?  Noted.

	8
	St.Edmundsbury Borough Council (Licensing Services Manager)
	Re: the Licensing Act 2003.  Their records show that the Parish Council has not applied for a premises licence.  Enclosing information about Temporary Event Notices.  The Chairman had checked with St. Edmundsbury and explained that the buildings although owned by the Parish Council are managed by CHOC and therefore they have done the licensing.

	9
	Jim Meikle, Governor, Clare Primary School
	Re:  Primary School Parking Proposal.  Confirmation that extended parking restrictions will be in place by Christmas.  Currently working with SCC School Travel advisor to create a school travel plan.  When draft agreement is approved will send Parish Council a copy.  Noted.

	10
	Mr. Tim Yeo, M.P.
	Re:  Draft submission to the Planning Inspector.  Has written to the Inspector to express concern about the proposal to develop the area east of The Granary.  Noted.

	11
	Suffolk Befriending Scheme
	Re:  Donation.  Thank you for donation.  Noted.


Attachment to the Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th November 2005.
Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 17th November 2005

	3
	Police Report

	
	

	
	No report given.

	
	

	4
	Parishioners' Question time

	
	

	
	A parishioner asked if any progress had been made towards the erection of the Millenium sign.  The Chairman reported that she had recently discussed this with John Laws and there is a technical hitch which they are trying to solve.

	
	

	
	A parishioner again highlighted the terrible state of potholes in the Clare Castle Country Park.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that this has again been discussed at the Country Park Panel meeting.  There is a proposal to raise the car parking fees (to charge from 09.00 a.m.) as from 1st January 2006.  It was agreed that the whole issue to be an agenda item at the December meeting.  Action:  Clerk

	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood reported that the Minister of Health had given an assurance that before any closures at Community Hospitals were made the Primary Care Trust had to have interim measures in place.

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood had recently visited residential care homes and had been impressed by the care and dedication of the staff.  The population of those aged 85 and over had risen significantly.  Also, there had been an increasing number of people with learning and physical disabilities.

	
	

	
	Council tax for 2006 will be known in December.

	
	

	
	There had been a number of complaints made about Burtons Buses.  County Councillor asked parishioners to pass on any complaints directly to her.  

	
	

	
	County Councillor Jane Midwood confirmed that it was increased funding for maintenance for her division that had enabled the much improved footpath from Clare to Chilton Street.

	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report

	
	

	
	DRIVE Initiative to generate savings has so far achieved £1.375m resulting from improved efficiency or alternative methods of service provision.

	
	

	
	New cinema in Bury St. Edmunds will open on 18th November 2005.

	
	


	
	At the National Recycling and Water Management Conference in September it was announced that St. Edmundsbury had broken the 50% recycling barrier.  This makes us the best in Britain!

	
	

	
	Playing Field Project.  A meeting has been held with about 15 members of the Clare Football Club who seem enthusiastic to set up a junior side, encourage a ladies team, set-up a cricket club and ensure that at least 2 of them attend a child protection weekend which is a pre-requisite for any funding from the Football Foundation.  Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens is due to meet with John Humphrey and John Martin shortly to have another look at the Pavilion costings.

	
	

	
	It was agreed to have the Playing Field project as an agenda item at the December meeting.  Action:  Clerk
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