Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held in the Old School Community Centre, Clare on Thursday 20th October 2005 at 7.00 p.m.
Present:    Cllrs. R. Warmington (Chairman), O. Smith (Vice Chairman), P. Daniels, R. Gee, D. Neal, K. Mison, A. Parsley, J. Smith.  Clerks – A. Jobson and L. Warmington, 1 parishioner

	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies were received from Cllr. J. Stevens, K. Mison for arriving late, County Councillor Jane Midwood and PC Chris Spraggons
	

	
	
	

	2
	Register of members’ interests.  There were none at this point.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed the Parish Council meeting and opened the floor to members of the public.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Police Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question Time.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report.  See attachment to Minutes.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman closed this part of the meeting and re-opened the Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Minutes of previous meeting held on 15th September 2005.
	

	
	
	

	
	Acceptance of the Minutes of 15th September 2005 was proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously and the Chairman signed them as a true record.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Clerk’s Report
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Miscellaneous
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk presented her report.  Agenda item “Consideration of Parish Council award of £100 for the best improvement in facilities for youth in the area” to be an agenda item at the December meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Suffolk County Council will issue a licence to Clare Parish Council in order that Clare in Bloom may plant crocuses in the greensward outside The Cock and the Globe Inn.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Minutes of meeting held on 15th September 2005
	

	
	
	

	
	Item 11 d) Finance.  Suffolk Befriending Scheme had replied stating there were three adults with learning disabilities living in the Parish.  Agreement to send them a donation of £25.00 was proposed by Cllr. A. Parsley, seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.
	Finance Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Item 12 a) SALC will be sending copies of hand-outs.
	

	
	
	

	
	Item 22 d) CHOC.  The Ex-Servicemen’s Working Club had declined the offer of the snooker table.  Firstly because the snooker table is too big for their area and secondly they derive an income from the existing pool table.
	

	
	
	

	
	Item 18. Cavendish Road overhanging bushes.  The Chairman had spoken with Kevin Shipp, Suffolk County Council, who will check with Jim Nunn and report back.  If required further action will be taken.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	
	Correspondence. Item 16.  Campaign for the Sustainable Communities Bill.  It was agreed to be an agenda item at next meeting.  Resolution to be circulated prior to meeting.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Attachment to Minutes. Borough Councillor’s Report.  Item 6.  Planning Inspectorate charges on-going.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	Attachment to Minutes.  Borough Councillor’s Report.  Item 6.  Karen Mayhew of Havebury Housing Partnership had been invited to attend CLASP meeting on 24th November 2005.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence (see attached schedule)
	

	
	
	

	10
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	a) 
	Presentation of monthly accounts.  The Financial Clerk explained these in detail.  Acceptance of the accounts was proposed by Cllr. P. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. D. Neal and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Exclusive rights of burial
	

	
	
	

	
	Rose Wilder – 1573.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Committee Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Street Cleaning – Cllr. D. Neal reported that Mr. Hines had been off work since the end of September owing a back problem.  He is making good progress but it is important to ensure that he is fully fit before re-employing him.  Mr. Mortlock had been covering his work. 
	

	
	
	

	b)
	Emergency Planning – Cllr. R. Gee reported that the Committee is two members short.  If Parish Council has suggestions of anybody else interested in joining please let Cllr. R. Gee know.  
	

	
	
	


	c)
	Cemetery – Cllr. O. Smith reported that Diocese has agreed to the work on yew trees but that it may not start yet as their registrar has to display a public notice.  Specification to be completed.  
Mr. Wheeler has quoted £95 to repair broken bench which is more than it cost.  Clerk to write and decline Mr. Wheeler’s quotation.  Cllr. K. Mison has offered to mend it.

Standard letter to be prepared to be sent out for every internment regarding the compound.  A gravedigger had left spoil in the hedge but subsequently acknowledged the error and will remove it to compound.  Graves should not be dug more than 24 hours ahead of internment.

A parishioner had been upset that spoil from a grave dug beside her husband’s grave had been put on to his grave.  This was unfortunate as the area the other side was unused.  Cllr. O. Smith had spoken with Mrs. Moss at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council who confirmed that it is standard practice to put spoil on a neighbouring grave until internment.  However, it was agreed that in this case the undertaker had not acted sympathetically and it was agreed to write to them accordingly.
Cllr. K. Mison reported that in The Nuttery the Electricity Board had cut down trees underneath power lines but had let them drop on to small trees underneath. The situation should not happen again as the smaller trees planted three years ago will not grow tall enough to interfere with the power lines.  However, it was agreed that the Clerk should ascertain if the Electricity Board have to seek permission of the landowner before cutting their trees down.  If the Parish Council had been informed of this problem they could have arranged for the trees to be felled.
	Clerk

Cllr. O. Smith/Clerk

Clerk

	
	
	

	d)
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	i)
	Initial draft of precept 2006/07.  Cllr. P. Daniels presented the draft precept for the Financial Year 2006 – 2007.  Each Precept Head was discussed.  It was agreed to increase the proposed contingency from £4,500 to £6,000.  Donations to be reduced to £500 as there is carry over from last year.  It was agreed that this should be better used.  Cllr. J. Smith summarized the current financing of the Christmas lights and a discussion followed on possible funding next year.  After discussion it was agreed to increase the Christmas Lights to £2,000. Cemetery expenses and grass cutting tenders to be agreed at next Cemetery Committee meeting.  Cllr. P. Daniels reported that the Parochial Church Council is grateful to the Parish Council for their support and interest in the Churchyard. A brief summary had been received from Kevin Hurley Associates on the survey of Clare Town Hall.  A detailed report will be sent week beginning 31st October.  It was agreed to increase CHOC support to £8,000. Precept needs to agreed by the November meeting.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	ii)
	Criteria by which the Parish Council will make payment of grants.  The Precept has taken priority and this will be discussed at a future Finance Committee meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Next Finance Committee meeting to be held on Tuesday 15th November 2005.  Room to be booked.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Finance Clerk confirmed that the audit has been approved.  The audit documents had been returned with everything reported to be satisfactory, but one comment had been added.  The auditors noted that the discretionary grants had been shown in the box for “precept” instead of the box for “other income”.  The Finance Clerk reported that this is the first time that such a comment had been received from an auditor although this method of recording had been used for some years.  He said that he intended to write to the auditor to clarify the situation.
	Finance Clerk

	
	
	

	12
	Reports
	

	
	
	

	a)
	Website.  Cllr. J. Smith reported that the Webmaster was reluctant to reinstate the Guest Book.  Cllr. P. Daniels to look at the legalities of the disclaimer the Webmaster had proposed.   To be an agenda item at the next meeting.  
	Cllr. Daniels
Cllr. J.Smith

Clerk

	
	
	

	b)
	CHOC.  Quiz night successful.  Licensing application is near completion.  Lobby areas etc. to be tidied.
	

	
	
	

	c)
	Clare in Bloom.  AGM to be held on Thursday 3rd November at 7.30 p.m. in Hall 2 of the Old School.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	CLASP.  Cllr. J. Smith expressed concern again over the change in warden arrangements at Erbury Place.

The Chairman reported that she, Cllrs. O. Smith and R. Gee had met with Havebury and their grass cutting contractors on 19th October.  This had been a positive meeting and it seemed likely that Havebury and the Borough Council will agree to resolve the problem of the division of some areas of grass cutting. Following this they discussed the change in warden cover.  This has arisen partly because of the European Working Time Directive.  While it was felt that there would be teething problems, for instance with fire alarms, the Chairman and Cllrs. O. Smith and R. Gee felt happier about the situation and were of the impression that residents were gradually getting used to the changed cover.  
It was agreed that the situation needed monitoring and there was still some concern.

The Clerk to deliver a copy of Parish Council minutes to the Secretary of the Residents Committee at Churchill Close.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	e)
	WSLSP Forum.  The Chairman had attended. There were only two Parish Councils represented at the forum and the Chairman felt that a more active and positive role had to be taken to ensure that rural issues are understood.  Next meeting to be held on 16th November 2005 between 18.00 – 20.00 in the Arts Centre at Haverhill.  
	

	
	
	

	f)
	Meeting with Kevin Shipp on 17th October.  The Chairman reported that this had been a positive meeting despite the fact that the traffic on Cavendish Road on this particular morning was quiet!  Mr. Shipp will come back with suggestions.  He noticed that there is no safe crossing for school children and will look at putting signs up and investigate the possibility of a crossing.
	

	
	
	

	g)
	Clare Castle Country Park Panel meeting.  The potholes in the Car Park are being looked at although money will need to be raised for their repair.  Increases in car parking charges had been suggested at the meeting and Parish Council views sought.  As this was not an agenda item Cllr. O. Smith proposed that it should be discussed at this meeting and this was seconded by Cllr. J. Smith and carried unanimously.  Currently the effective time for charges is between 11.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  It has been proposed to change this to be effective from 09.00 a.m. It was noted that there are only charges at Thorpeness and Clare country parks.  It was agreed that the proposed new charges are in line with other car park charges.  However, a discussion followed and it was agreed that this change of time to 09.00 a.m. would most likely have a detrimental effect on the businesses in Clare as well as young families shopping who are vital to the sustainability of Clare.  It was agreed to write to Suffolk County Council, copied to John Laws, Deborah Cash and County Councillor Jane Midwood.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	13
	Planning
	

	
	
	

	a)
	SE/0502372 – change of use from jewellery making to office accommodation – Saffron House, 29 Bridewell Street, Clare.  Recommended approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. P. Daniels and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	b)
	SE/05/02362 – (i) Change of use and alterations from retail to ground floor restaurant (ii) two bedroom two storey house (iii) six flats (iv) rebuilding of single storey toilet to form refuse store (v) addition of stair access to the roof terrace of the house – Clare Antiques Centre, The Mill, Malting Lane, Clare.  Recommended refusal proposed by Cllr. K. Mison, seconded by Cllr. O. Smith and carried unanimously.  Recommended refusal on the grounds of 1) density of dwellings 2) Safety issues – entrances come straight out on to narrow road with no footpath 3) lack of car parking provision – the car park opposite is a private car park.  
	

	
	
	

	c)
	TCA05/1214 – Trees in Conservation Area Notification Coppice to one metre two Sycamore trees – 8 Station Road, Clare.  Recommend approval proposed by Cllr. J. Smith, seconded by Cllr. A. Parsley and carried unanimously.
	

	
	
	

	d)
	Applications received by the Clerk between publishing the agenda and this meeting.  None received.
	

	
	
	

	e)
	Borough Decisions:
	

	
	
	

	
	TCA05/1195 – Rear of Erbury Place, Clare.  Granted.
SE/05/02051 – The Hollow, Snow Hill, Clare. Granted.
SE/05/02248 – Lloyds TSB Bank, Market Hill, Clare. Granted.
SE/05/01939 – Peddars of Clare, 29 High Street, Clare. Granted.
SE/05/02094 – Barehams Hard, Cavendish Road, Clare.  Granted.
SE/05/02095 – Barehams Yard, Cavendish Road, Clare.  Granted.
SE/05/02141 – Home Farm, Chilton Street, Clare.  Granted.
SE/05/02212 – 53 Hertford Road, Clare.  Granted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Concern was expressed that the building regulations at Peddars might not be watched carefully enough.  It was agreed to write to the Monitoring Officer at St. Edmundsbury Borough Council to ask him to come out and check.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	14
	To consider measures to combat vandalism, nuisance and litter problems in the Cemetery
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. O. Smith reported on the recent incident at the Cemetery and her subsequent telephone conversation with Mrs. Moss at St. Edmundsbury. The Clerk reported PC Spraggons’s comments.  It was agreed that the Cemetery Committee will put forward recommendations at the next Parish Council meeting.  
	Cemetery Committee/
Clerk

	
	
	

	15
	Redeposit Local Plan – Report back on pupil numbers at Clare Primary School.  
	

	
	
	

	
	These were passed to Cllr. P. Daniels for inclusion with the Parish Council submission to the Public Inquiry.
	

	
	
	

	16
	Modernising Healthcare in West Suffolk – creation of Working Party to complete questionnaire.
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr. J. Smith highlighted some of the issues in the questionnaire and her concerns about them.  The Parish Council shared all her concerns.  Following discussion it was agreed that the Chairman will read Cllr. J. Smith’s completed questionnaire and decide whether this will be sent out in the Parish Council’s name.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	17
	Parish Council’s viewpoint on the proposed closure of Walnut Tree Hospital, Sudbury
	

	
	
	

	
	The Parish Council opposed the closure of Walnut Tree Hospital and it was agreed to write accordingly to Tim Yeo M.P. and County Councillor Jane Midwood.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	18
	Proposals for Locality Budget – Discuss suggested items from Parish Councillors and agree those to put forward to County Councillor J. Midwood.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to put forward the provision of a new disabled toilet facility in the Town Hall and CCTV in Market Hill.  Clerk to write.
	Clerk

	
	
	


	19
	Feedback from Open Day in April
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to hold this event every two years.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Malting Lane Lighting
	

	
	
	

	
	This was a complicated and long running issue.  It was agreed to check whether the ivy is still on the existing column and if so the Chairman agreed to arrange to have it cleared.  To be followed up after that.
	Chairman/

Clerk

	
	
	

	21
	Agenda items for next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	No additional items to those already minuted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Meeting closed at 9.40 p.m.
	


Attachment to the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 20th October 2005

	3
	Police Report.  In the absence of PC Spraggons the Clerk reported that there is no longer a direct line to Clare Police Station. The central number to ring is 01284 774100.  PC Spraggons had sent a message re vandalism in Cemetery to be covered under agenda item 14.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parishioners’ Question time
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr. John Laws reminded the Council with regard to the Planning Application for the proposed development at the Clare Antiques Centre that the car park opposite is a private car park, not public.  At no time had there been any consultation between the developer, Borough Council and Clare Castle Country Park.
	

	
	
	

	5
	County Councillor’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	In the absence of County Councillor Jane Midwood there was no report.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Borough Councillor’s Report
	

	
	
	

	
	In the absence of Borough Councillor Jeff Stevens there was no report.
	


SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE
Thursday 20th October 2005

	
	Sender
	Summary

	1
	Open Access Officer

Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Open Access in Suffolk.  As part of the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000 land mapped as open country or registered common becomes accessible on foot to the general public on 31st October 2005. Includes land identified in Clare Parish.  The Parish Council has no specific duties with regard to access.  Enclosing copy of “Countryside access and the new rights”.  Noted.

	2
	Mapping Project Manager

Landscape Access Recreation 

(Countryside Agency)
	Re: Registered common land.  Registered common land and open country for East England is available in digital form on mapping website www.openaccess.go.uk/s4 .  Enclose a copy of map for Clare. Noted.

	3
	Emergency Planning Officer

St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Emergency Planning/Community Preparedness.  Enclosing flow chart for parishes to follow in order to make initial contact with St. Edmundsbury during an emergency.  Form enclosed to be completed and returned with names of 6 persons who can be contacted in event of emergency. To be passed to Emergency Planning Committee.  Action:  Clerk

	4
	Transport Policy Strategic Development

Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Suffolk Provisional Local Transport Plan 2006 – 2011. Developing transport strategy for Suffolk, view on www.suffolkcc.gov.uk/e-and-t  Documents enclosed are provisional local transport plan 2006 – 2011 Summary leaflet, Suffolk’s Annual Progress Report 2005 Summary Leaflet, Provisional LTP Questionnaire.  Invitation to attend Transport Forum on Tuesday 25th October 6.30 – 8.30 p.m. at Bury St. Edmunds. Passed reply by date.  To be put in Circulation folder.

	5
	Sheila Martin

Clare RBLWS
	Re: Market Stall.  Requesting permission to hold a Market Stall on Saturday 12th November from 09.00 – 12.00 in aid of the Poppy Appeal.  Agreed.  Write and confirm.  Action:  Clerk

	6
	Sheila Martin (Secretary) Clare RBLWS
	Invitation for Parish Councillors and partners to attend the Annual Service of Remembrance on Sunday 13th November at Clare Parish Church at 3.00 p.m. to be followed by reception at the Ex-Serviceman’s Club.  Noted.

	7
	Marie Rampling

Brown Owl
	Re:  1st Clare Brownie Pack Market Stall.  Requesting permission to run a cake stall on Market Hill on Saturday 12th November from 10.00 – 12.00.  Subsequently changed to Saturday 5th November.  Agreed.  Write and confirm.  Action:  Clerk

	8
	Message forwarded from SALC
	Re:  Lottery Funding.  Community projects are being urged to apply for small grants between £500 and £5k if they support education, sports, the arts, heritage, health, young people.  More information can be found at www.awardsforall.org.uk Agreed to circulate widely.  Action: Clerk


	9
	Cllr. Nigel Aitkens

St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  Draft economic development strategy.  Requesting Parish Council’s views (www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk) by 7th November 2005. Important that rural areas are considered.  To be passed to Chairman for completion. Action: Chairman

	10
	St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re: Training for Parish Councillors on Planning matters. Invitation to attend planning training session on 21st November 2005 in the Council Chamber at the Borough Offices, Angel Hill, Bury St. Edmunds between 2.00 – 5.00 p.m. or 6.00 – 9.00 p.m.  Agreed that Cllrs. J. Smith and P. Daniels will attend.  Action:  Clerk

	11
	Cllr. John Griffiths

St. Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Re:  University Campus Suffolk.  Invitation to attend Roadshow on 7th December at 7.00 p.m. at County Upper School in Bury St. Edmunds.

Roadshow invitation on 20th October passed.  Noted.

	12
	Stop Stansted Expansion
	Re:  Night Flights Rally.  Invitation to attend on 24th October between 7.00 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. at Central Hall Westminster.  Noted.

	13
	Ron Longland (Secretary)

Clare Business Association
	Re:  The Nuttery. Thanks and appreciation to Keith Mison for all his hard work in bringing The Nuttery to its current state where it is was nominated for a Special Award from Anglia in Bloom.  Noted.

	14
	Mrs. & Mrs. Baker

Residents of Erbury Place
	Re:  Guest Room at Churchill Close.  Enclosing copy of letter from Havebury confirming that as a result of their survey arrangements will proceed for guest room at Half Moon House. Copy of letter from County Councillor Jane Midwood addressing concerns that with the “full board” arrangement at Half Moon House families and visitors will not eat together.  Havebury will contact Half Moon House again to see if they renegotiate.  Noted.

	15
	Mr. David Dadd

Resident, Hertford Road
	Re:  Hertford Road.  Copy of letter sent to Jim Nunn re poor state of Hertford Road.  Noted.

	16
	Mr. Jim Nunn

West Area Highways Manager, Suffolk County Council
	Re:  Hertford Road.  Copy of e:mail sent to David Dadd.  Few areas that need to be patched will be included in programme for next spring or summer. Clare Parish Council have been helpful in determining priorities.  Overall condition of roads and pavements in Clare has improved in spite of reduced budgets and the increased volume of road traffic.  Noted.
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